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very first advisory group that helped 
create the Senate personnel system, 
known as OTIS. Kris also participated 
in the peer support group through the 
Employee Assistance Program (EAP), 
demonstrating her commitment to fos-
tering a supportive environment for 
her colleagues. 

I want to extend my heartfelt grati-
tude to Kris for her exceptional serv-
ice. She is truly one of a kind, and our 
office will not be the same without her. 
On behalf of myself, Vicki, and all who 
have worked alongside Kris in the 
Risch organization over the past 16 
years, I want to express our deep appre-
ciation for her contributions to Idaho 
and our Nation. 

As Kris embarks on this new chapter 
in her life, we wish her all the best in 
her future endeavors. Thank you, Kris, 
for your devotion and for being an inte-
gral part of our Senate office.∑ 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING S5G AT THE NAVAL 
REACTORS FACILITY 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, alongside 
my esteemed colleagues Senator MIKE 
CRAPO and Representative MIKE SIMP-
SON, I rise today to honor the formal 
turnover of the S5G Prototype from 
the Naval Reactors Idaho Branch Office 
(NR–IBO) and Fluor Marine Propulsion, 
LLC (FMP) to the U.S. Department of 
Energy Idaho Cleanup Project (DOE– 
ICP) and Idaho Environmental Coali-
tion (IEC). This momentous occasion 
marks the early completion of the 
turnover of the S5G Prototype, a 
defueled naval nuclear propulsion plant 
that holds significant historical and 
strategic importance in safeguarding 
our national defense. 

The S5G Prototype is a technological 
marvel born in 1961 and represents a 
pivotal chapter in our Nation’s engi-
neering history. Operational from Sep-
tember 1965 to May 1995, this remark-
able prototype played a critical role in 
training 11,844 enlisted, officer, and ci-
vilian operators. The third and last 
prototype at the Naval Reactors Facil-
ity (NRF), S5G represented the pin-
nacle of science and technology in its 
generation, and the contributions to 
Cold War military applications and the 
U.S. Naval Nuclear Program is recog-
nized by S5G’s eligibility for listing in 
the National Record of Historic Places. 
The accomplishments of the S5G Pro-
totype paved the way for the construc-
tion and commissioning of the USS 
Narwhal, SSN–671, a submarine of such 
versatility that much of its record is 
still classified. 

The NRF’s original, and main pur-
pose, until 1995, was to test the con-
cepts for nuclear propulsion and train 
sailors on their applications with three 
NRF Prototypes: S1W, A1W, and S5G. 
This turnover brings us to the final leg 
of a journey with a clear and achiev-
able goal: the removal of all three pro-
totypes at NRF by 2030. The journey 

began with the turnover of the S1W in 
January 2022, followed by the turnover 
of the A1W Prototype in November 
2023, and, now, the turnover of the final 
prototype, S5G. 

This turnover marks the end of an 
era and a continued commitment from 
the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program 
to manage radioactive and hazardous 
materials from cradle to grave, ensur-
ing no adverse effects on the environ-
ment or public health. Decommis-
sioning older, non-mission-critical fa-
cilities not only reduces workforce 
needs, but also allows resources to be 
allocated more efficiently to support 
the core mission of the U.S. Navy. 

The formal turnover of the S5G Pro-
totype serves as a milestone and testa-
ment to the incredible results that can 
be achieved when people and organiza-
tions are united with a shared purpose. 
We extend our sincere gratitude to 
each person involved for their unwaver-
ing dedication and hard work. This 
turnover is a significant step toward 
ensuring the Naval Nuclear Propulsion 
Program continues to power maritime 
dominance for the Navy and our Nation 
well into the future. It also reaffirms 
our steadfast commitment to safe-
guarding our national defense, paying 
homage to our history, and preserving 
our national treasures.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING SOLDIER MOUNTAIN 
HIGHLANDS & HUNS 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each month, I recog-
nize and celebrate the American entre-
preneurial spirit by highlighting the 
success of a small business in my home 
State of Idaho. Today, I am pleased to 
honor Soldier Mountain Highlands & 
Huns as the Idaho Small Business of 
the Month for November 2024. 

Soldier Mountain Highlands & Huns 
(SMH Ranch) is a first-generation fam-
ily ranch nestled on 120 acres at the 
base of the Sawtooth Mountains. The 
fulfillment of Dennis Stitt’s lifelong 
dream, SMH Ranch focuses on pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle, conserving 
precious wild lands, and preserving the 
heritage of small farmers and ranchers. 
SMH Ranch is feeding the world one 
steak at a time. Stitt has proven that 
small farms can be profitable by pro-
ducing the best steaks through envi-
ronmentally enhancing soil regenera-
tive practices. SMH Ranch prioritizes 
sourcing from and selling to the local 
community, even buying hay from 
farmers on the Camas Prairie. They 
take pride in their herd of heritage 
Scottish Highland cattle, which are 
naturally hardy and thrive on arid 
grasslands. In addition to their cattle 
production, Soldier Mountain Highland 
is home to an Airbnb for those who 
wish to learn more about the oper-
ation. 

Dennis Stitt, the founder of SMH 
Ranch, served in the Army and Army 
National Guard for 39 years, including 

as an engineer officer and commander 
at the company, battalion, and brigade 
level of the 116th Cavalry Brigade Com-
bat Team and the Idaho Training Cen-
ter. Dennis is active in the veteran 
community, serving on the boards of 
the Idaho chapter of the Farmer Vet-
eran Coalition, FARE Idaho, and the 
Idaho Horse Council. He is the founding 
chair of Soldiers of the Soil LLC and 
Idaho Mounted Cavalry LLC. Soldiers 
of the Soil, a podcast dedicated to edu-
cating and inspiring veteran farmers 
and military trained land managers, is 
one of Dennis’s many efforts to im-
prove the veteran and farming commu-
nity. 

Congratulations to Dennis and the 
rest of the team at SMH Ranch on 
their selection as the Idaho Small 
Business of the Month for November 
2024. Thank you for serving Idaho as 
small business owners and entre-
preneurs. You make our great State 
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BMW 
MANUFACTURING 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, as the junior Senator from 
the great State of South Carolina, it is 
my pleasure to honor BMW Manufac-
turing for its 30th anniversary and 
strong legacy of promoting economic 
growth, job creation, and innovative 
excellence in South Carolina’s Upstate. 

Since 1994, BMW’s presence in the 
Upstate has demonstrated South Caro-
lina’s top-of-the-line workforce to the 
rest of the world. South Carolinians’ 
focus on excellence has allowed BMW 
to prosper over the last 30 years and 
hopefully for future generations. 

Today, BMW’s Spartanburg plant em-
ploys nearly 43,000 jobs and produces 
over 1,500 vehicles daily, totaling over 
400,000 yearly. 

This continued partnership has 
grown a $600 million investment into 
over $26.7 billion in assets that flow 
from the automotive industry in our 
State, directly impacting countless 
local families and strengthening our 
State’s economy. 

Congratulations to Dr. Robert 
Engelhorn and the entire BMW Group 
for this incredible milestone and ongo-
ing partnership.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING GREENWOOD 
GENETICS CENTER 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, as the junior Senator from 
the great State of South Carolina, it is 
my pleasure to honor Greenwood Ge-
netics Center as they celebrate their 
50th anniversary. 

Fifty years ago, the first independent 
center in the United States to offer 
comprehensive genetic services was es-
tablished. Beginning as a small build-
ing tucked away in the heart of Green-
wood, SC, Greenwood Genetics Center 
quickly blossomed in more ways than 
one. Greenwood Genetics Center has 
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made incredible strides in providing 
personalized, accessible, and effective 
genetic services since opening its doors 
in 1974. 

Genetic medicine has transformed 
from a minor subspecialty to a driving 
force in revolutionizing medicine. 
Greenwood Genetic Center’s research 
initiatives have not only significantly 
contributed to the understanding of ge-
netic conditions, but have led to 
groundbreaking discoveries, helping 
transform the landscape of personal-
ized medicine. 

Today, it is my pleasure to recognize 
Greenwood Genetics Center and their 
dedication to advancing genetic re-
search, education, and patient care. As 
we celebrate this remarkable mile-
stone, we honor both the achievements 
of Greenwood Genetics Center but also 
the many lives they have touched 
along the way. Thank you to Green-
wood Genetics Center for your pro-
found contributions to genetic medi-
cine and your enduring commitment to 
enhancing the lives of so many.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE INDIAN LAND 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 7TH GRADE 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, as the junior Senator from 
the great State of South Carolina, it is 
my pleasure to honor the Indian Land 
Middle School 7th grade volleyball 
team for winning the 2024 FMAC Cham-
pionship. This achievement is not only 
a testament to their skills on the 
court, but a reflection of the hard 
work, dedication, and teamwork dem-
onstrated throughout the season. 

Despite the many challenges faced, 
this team continued to support one an-
other and show remarkable resilience. 
Their ability to celebrate each other’s 
successes, whether in times of victory 
or moments of adversity, has fostered 
an atmosphere of positivity and moti-
vation that has created a lasting im-
pact not only on their performance but 
also within their school community. 
Whether in practice or during games, 
each teammate played an important 
role in shaping the team’s success. 

As the team celebrates this incred-
ible achievement, I encourage each 
player to reflect on their journey and 
take pride in what they have accom-
plished together. Whether some will re-
turn next season or move on to new 
challenges, the memories and friend-
ships created will always remain. The 
skills and lessons learned this season 
will undoubtedly extend beyond the 
volleyball court and into all aspects of 
life. 

Congratulations to the Indian Land 
Middle School 7th grade volleyball 
team on an outstanding season.∑ 
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HONORING TONY RAY GARRISON 
AND BRANDON RUPPE 

∑ Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, today I 
rise to remember and honor the lives of 
two North Carolinians: Fairview, NC, 

Volunteer Fire Department Battalion 
Chief Tony Ray ‘‘Bones’’ Garrison, and 
his nephew Brandon Ruppe. 

When Hurricane Helene hit their 
community and caused historic, life- 
threatening flooding, Tony and his 
nephew Brandon selflessly worked to 
rescue others. During the rescue at-
tempts, Tony and Brandon were trag-
ically killed in a mudslide. 

Tony was born and raised in Bun-
combe County and served his commu-
nity as a battalion chief with the Fair-
view Volunteer Fire Department and 
the Garren Creek Fire Department and 
as a member of the Buncombe County 
Task Force. A lifelong native of Bun-
combe County, Tony served his com-
munity with distinction throughout 
his years of service with the Fairview 
Volunteer Fire Department. He was 
known for his humility, warmth, and, 
most of all, his deep love for his fam-
ily. He is survived by his wife of 28 
years Mary Garrison, daughter Hannah 
Sherie Garrison, son Dylan Garrison, 
and mother Martha Garrison, all of 
Fairview. 

Brandon will be remembered for his 
huge heart and sense of humor. Bran-
don had a deep love for his family and 
many friends, and his relatives have 
said, ‘‘If you knew him, you knew it.’’ 
He is survived by his mother and step-
father Annette and Ricky Branks; ma-
ternal grandmother Martha Garrison; 
and his brothers Christopher Branks, 
Cody Branks, Adam Ruppe, and Daniel 
Ruppe. 

Brandon Ruppe and Tony Ray Garri-
son will forever be remembered in 
North Carolina for the tremendous sac-
rifice they made in saving the lives of 
others. Susan and I send our deepest 
condolences to their loving family, 
friends, and colleagues. May God Bless 
these fallen heroes.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and four withdrawals which were re-
ferred to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–180. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of California urging 
the President of the United States and the 
United States Congress to support a 
$100,000,000 supplemental funding request to 

address the ongoing impacts on public 
health, the environment, and the local econ-
omy caused by cross-jurisdictional pollution 
from the Navy North Hangar Fire, to declare 
a national emergency due to those ongoing 
impacts, and to include in future federal 
budgets sufficient ongoing operational and 
maintenance funding for Navy North Hangar 
Fire remediation; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 13 
Whereas, The United States Navy owns the 

site of former Marine Corps Air Station 
Tustin, on which the North Hangar structure 
was located before a catastrophic fire that 
started on November 7, 2023; and 

Whereas, The Navy North Hangar Fire 
burned for 24 days, deposited tons of debris, 
including toxic contaminants such as asbes-
tos and lead from the Navy North Hangar, 
into a broad area of the community of 
Tustin, California, and affected over 1,500 
homes and businesses, 29 schools, and 14,000 
individuals; and 

Whereas, The debris has been studied for 
exposure levels by an environmental health 
team that includes the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District, California De-
partment of Toxic Substances Control, 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency, Orange County Health Care Agency, 
United States Navy, Center for Toxicology 
and Environmental Health, and University of 
California, Irvine, and that is determined to 
protect against significant public health 
risks; and 

Whereas, The City of Tustin has pro-
claimed a state of local emergency since No-
vember 9, 2023, as a result of asbestos and 
lead debris contaminants deposited into the 
City of Tustin; and 

Whereas, The Tustin Unified School Dis-
trict and its students were greatly impacted 
by school closures and disruptions due to 
threatening air quality conditions and the 
contamination impacts; and 

Whereas, The Orange County Transpor-
tation Authority was impacted due to public 
concern for air quality; and 

Whereas, The County of Orange, on Novem-
ber 9, 2023, proclaimed a local emergency due 
to the public health, environmental, and eco-
nomic impacts of the pollution disaster; and 

Whereas, The City of Tustin has con-
tracted for emergency services to protect the 
public and environment in excess of 
$80,000,000; and 

Whereas, The City of Tustin is expending 
over 100 percent of its annual budget on this 
incident; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature urges the United States Congress and 
President Joseph R. Biden to support a 
$100,000,000 supplemental funding request to 
address the ongoing impacts on public 
health, the environment, and the local econ-
omy caused by cross-jurisdictional pollution 
from the Navy North Hangar Fire; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Legislature urges Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden to declare a national 
emergency due to the ongoing impacts to 
public health, the environment, and the local 
economy caused by cross-jurisdictional pol-
lution from the Navy North Hangar Fire; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature urges Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden and the United States 
Congress to include in future federal budgets 
sufficient ongoing operational and mainte-
nance funding for Navy North Hangar Fire 
remediation; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to the Majority Leader of the 
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