November 14, 2024

This bill, if it got amended, has no
prayer. I came to the Senate to make a
difference, not to make a point. I get
the point.

There are a lot of things in the Infla-
tion Reduction Act and in the Green
New Deal that need to be clawed back,
and I look forward to, under President
Trump’s leadership, having that vote.

I assume that Senator PAUL knows
how to count votes. He has to know
that he doesn’t have the votes to get
this bill done if it is amended.

To be rather than to seem. I am fo-
cused on getting North Carolina back
on track and not playing a game on
this Senate floor. I am going to object
to this, Mr. President, in a minute be-
cause it is a game.

We never fund disaster supplementals
because we know that people are hurt-
ing.

You take that case to Ukraine, to
Asheville. You take it to Burnsville.
You take it to Banner Elk. You take it
to Cashiers, Senator PAUL, and I will
go with you, and I will see if they are
as worried about that or if they are
just worried about making sure that
their families have a place to live and
their businesses have a chance to sur-
vive.

Mr. President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard to the modification.

Is there objection to the original re-
quest?

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. The insinuation is made
that there is a better time—we will
vote on this at another time; maybe,
you know, young man, it is just not the
time. It is not the time nor the place.

Actually, it is the time or the place,
and the only vote against the disaster
bill today will be the Senator from
North Carolina. He will, today, vote to
kill the disaster aid. He says: Well,
there aren’t enough votes.

We won’t know because he is object-
ing. He isn’t allowing the Democrats to
object because they always object to
anything that is pay-for. But, by his
objection, he is not allowing the sys-
tem to play out. If the Democrats want
to object, we will find out that they are
opposed to pay-fors, and we will further
the definition of who is for not for pay-
ing for stuff and who is. But to say that
we, as Republicans, are never for pay-
ing for disaster relief is to say that we
are equally—or the Republicans who
are for this—are equally complicit in
the accumulation of $35 trillion worth
of debt.

So no matter how good the cause is—
I don’t care whether it is a fire or aid
or a flood or rain or all the damage—it
all should be paid for. It is the respon-
sible thing to do, no matter how ter-
rible the disaster is.

And it is not like I am saying: Well,
let’s just wait 2 years until we can earn
enough money to pay for Asheville. We
have the money. We are a rich country.
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It is sitting here. I just simply ask:
Take it from something here—that is a
wasteful corporate bailout to green en-
ergy companies—and put it over here.

But the fact is that the Senator from
North Carolina is going to kill his own
bill today. He is going to vote not to
allow it to be heard. And we have no
idea whether there are enough votes or
not. He can say there aren’t enough
votes, but he is now the vote that stops
the spending from getting easy pas-
sage.

What we are going through is a pro-
cedure of easy passage. This is allowing
things not to go to committee, not to
be deliberated but to easily pass. And I
am in favor of doing that because of
the emergency, because of the tragedy.
We allow this to easily pass by simply
taking some money from a pile of
money over here. If he weren’t to ob-
ject and the Democrats don’t stand up,
it passes like this.

But then it is not on me; it is on
them. They decide that they don’t
want to pay for anything. And disas-
ters should never be paid for? Well,
that is how we have this disaster of a
$35 trillion debt, because nobody pays
for anything. Nobody cares. It is never
the right time.

Well, now is the right time. So if you
want easy passage, you have to hear
what the problems we face are.

So I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from North Carolina.

Mr. TILLIS. Ladies and gentlemen, I
have prided myself on working on a lot
of legislation over the last 10 years,
and I am proud of the fact that I fig-
ured out how to get votes in this
Chamber and get votes in the other
Chamber and get bills to the Presi-
dent’s desk. Let me explain to you how
this process works. We were going to
pass a bill out of here. Even if it is not
funded, I am pretty sure that the House
is going to insist on some sort of a pay-
for.

What we are doing here is playing a
game of being disingenuous. Folks, I
support what Senator PAUL does. By
the way, I will be checking the fund-
raising emails to see if we are fighting
to—that TILLIS is against the Green
New Deal dismantling. Count me in for
that.

What I am not for is putting a poison
pill in here that prevents this bill from
going to the House. My colleagues in
the House intend to get a pay-for. They
intend to get a pay-for. I mean, how
hard is it? I have got a community col-
lege education, and I am smart enough
to figure this out. So are a lot of other
people from community colleges. But
this is a game. It will be paid for in the
House, or it won’t pass. We have a ma-
jority there. So instead of facilitating
the process to move it there and thus
find a way to offset it, we are trying to
kill it here.

I support so many provisions of the
Inflation Reduction Act and the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan being repealed and
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using the money for better purposes,
and disaster recovery is one of them.
But that is not what we are here to do
today in this Congress with that Presi-
dent. That is what we are going to be
here to do next year, in the next Con-
gress, with a different President.

So I just want to set the record
straight. I don’t like games being
played. My colleagues on the other side
of the aisle know I try to be even-
handed. I told Senator MARK WARNER I
was going to object because it was a
procedural game. And if it is character-
ized as anything other than that, let
me know who you are because I will
educate you. Thank you.

Mr. WARNER. Will the Senator yield
for a question?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senator yield?

Mr. TILLIS. Yes. I am back to the
happy THOM now.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I just
want to say, I am prepared to object as
well.

And is it not the case, even when it
comes to SBA—frankly, if SBA had
gotten their act together a little ear-
lier and had a better accounting so we
knew how much we needed to refill the
pot, we might not have been here.

But this is—if we want to change the
law about how the SBA operates and
disaster relief, that is a fair debate,
and I will take on anyone in this
Chamber. In the meantime, whether it
is in your community or mine, people
are sitting there with a piece of paper
that says: You will get your loan, you
have been approved, once Congress does
its job.

Would not your bill, my bill, our bi-
partisan bill, if it had been able to go
through today, wouldn’t those folks in
North Carolina, Virginia, and across
our country who have been hit be one
step closer—those small businesses—to
getting the SBA loans that they have
earned, deserved, and should be funded?

Mr. TILLIS. Without a doubt, Sen-
ator WARNER. And, quite honestly,
there are some people today saying: If
I have got to wait until next Congress,
I have got to fold up. I am trying to
find a place to live, and I am also try-
ing to keep my business afloat.

Absolutely, it gives them hope. And
our failure to act doesn’t.

Mr. WARNER. I yield the floor.

VOTE ON FUNG NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Fung nomination?

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
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and the
VANCE).
The result was announced—yeas 59,
nays 37, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 261 Ex.]

Senator from Ohio (Mr.

YEAS—59
Baldwin Heinrich Romney
Bennet Helmy Rosen
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Butler Kelly Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Carper Klqpuchar Smith
Casey Lujan . Stabenow
Collins Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Tillis
Cornyn Merkley
Cortez Masto Murkowski Van Hollen
Cramer Murphy Warner
Crapo Murray Warnock
Duckworth Ossoff Warren
Durbin Padilla Welch
Fetterman Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden
Hassan Risch Young
NAYS—37

Barrasso Grassley Paul
Blackburn Hagerty Ricketts
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Britt Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Bud}i Johnson Scott (FL)
Capito Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee . Sullivan
Cruz Lummis

. Thune
Daines Marshall Tuberville
Ernst McConnell X
Fischer Moran Wicker
Graham Mullin

NOT VOTING—4

Cardin Kennedy
Cassidy Vance

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of David Huitema,
of Maryland, to be Director of the Of-
fice of Government Ethics for a term of
five years.

VOTE ON HUITEMA NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Huitema nomination?

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
and nays have been requested.

Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) is
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
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ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
and the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE).
The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 46, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 262 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Helmy Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Butler King Sinema
gantwell ILilq@uchar Smith
arper ujan

Casey Manchin r?‘tabenow

ester
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NAYS—46
Barrasso Graham Ricketts
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Boozman Hagerty Romney
Braun Hawley Rounds
Britt Hoeven Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Capl}:o Johnson Scott (FL)
Collins Lankford Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lee Sullivan
Cotton Lummis Thune
Cramer Marshall s
Crapo McConnell Tillis )
Cruz Moran Tgbervﬂle
Daines Mullin Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—4

Cardin Kennedy
Cassidy Vance

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HELMY). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Embry J. Kidd, of Florida, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 464.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Mustafa Taher Kasubhai, of
Oregon, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Oregon.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 464,
Mustafa Taher Kasubhai, of Oregon, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Oregon.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Peter Welch, Cory A. Booker, John W.
Hickenlooper, Martin Heinrich,
Laphonza R. Butler, Elizabeth Warren,
Jack Reed, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Tammy Baldwin,
Debbie Stabenow, Gary C. Peters,
Brian Schatz.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 466.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. The clerk will report
the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Sarah French Russell, of Con-
necticut, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Connecticut.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 466, Sarah
French Russell, of Connecticut, to be United
States District Judge for the District of Con-
necticut.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tina
Smith, Gary C. Peters, Amy Klo-
buchar, Raphael G. Warnock, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla, Mark R.
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