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there will always be more work for us
to do together.

As I conclude my remarks, Madam
President, it is in this spirit—the spirit
of bipartisanship, of partnership, of
collaboration for the greater good—
upon which I wish to land. I had no in-
tention of ever seeking office. I guess,
for me, once a staffer, always a staffer.
However, duty called to continue my
service to the people of New Jersey.

I have had the great privilege of di-
rectly working for two U.S. Senators
and a Governor, all who embody the
true term ‘‘public servant.”” These jobs
afforded me the ability to work along-
side many more elected officials, from
local council and school board mem-
bers all the way up to President of the
United States.

I draw great inspiration from one of
my own esteemed former New Jersey
colleagues, our late Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Sheila Oliver. She was the first
Black woman elected to serve as speak-
er of the New Jersey Assembly and the
first Black woman in our State’s his-
tory to be elected to statewide office.
She was smart; she was funny; and, you
bet, she was Jersey tough.

In her first inauguration, January of
2018, Sheila said, ‘“We make history not
in the moment, but in what we do with
it.”

During my time in this capacity, I
am dedicated to making a lasting im-
pact that will benefit our Nation’s
youth. When I accepted this position, I
told the people of New Jersey that part
of my job, aside from representing
them here on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate and in the important work we do in
our State offices, was to begin to re-
store their faith in our democracy and
trust in this office. If I can do just
that, even for a little bit in my remain-
ing time, I will have succeeded.

I thank my colleagues who have hon-
ored me and joined me on the floor or
for tuning into my maiden speech. And
I want to dedicate and thank my team
who are here on the floor, in the Gal-
lery, and offices back home, for stand-
ing by my side as we continue to serve
the people of New Jersey.

In regard to my short time here, I
channel the late great Robert F. Ken-
nedy:

Few will have the greatness to bend his-
tory itself, but each of us can work to change
a small portion of events. It is from number-
less diverse acts of courage and belief that
human history is shaped. Each time a man
stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the
lot of others, or strikes out against injustice,
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and
crossing each other from a million different
centers of energy and daring those ripples
build a current which can sweep down the
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.

I pray that my work here will be re-
membered as a tiny ray of hope. I look
forward to the next few months in
which I will be a Member of this august
body, and I intend to use every mo-
ment to its fullest, working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

I hope and pray that I can be helpful
to making a difference to what they do,
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to continue to support their work with
this brief moment here in the Senate.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). The Senator from New Jersey
is recognized.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I want
to take a moment.

We just heard a speech that is spe-
cial, not just because it is a maiden
speech but because of the man who
gave it. GEORGE HELMY is 1 of 2,004
Americans in the history of our coun-
try—hundreds of millions of people—
who has ever been a U.S. Senator.

I will tell you, he is different. He said
it in his biography. He is the first-ever
person of the Coptic faith to be here.
That is a phenomenal accomplishment
in and of itself to the growing diversity
of a body known for its lack of diver-
sity.

But I will say what makes him truly
special is that he has been a man be-
hind the scenes that, for the Governor,
Senators, and others, has made our
State already such a better place. I
have watched him do the work that
others often take credit for, that has
made him in my heart and through the
millions of New Jerseyans he has
touched—has already made him one of
New Jersey’s extraordinary public
servants.

I will note that he—in his time in the
Senate—has staffers, as he pointed out,
and many of them have taken an un-
usual assignment: to leave their jobs
that they had to come take a tem-
porary assignment to serve this coun-
try. For that, they have my tribute.

If I can end by just saying one more
thing that makes him special. He is
throwing himself into this job as if
every single day is precious. I dare say,
there is not a Senator in this body who
is taking each day like he is and trying
to make it as meaningful as possible.
In that sense, Jersey has a Senator
that is incredibly hard-working.

I want to tell you something. This
morning, I woke up and saw a text
message from him at 6 in the morning.
The last time he annoyed me like that,
he was my State director because that
is how hard-working he was then. And
when I woke up then and I got those
early, early morning text messages,
they were often about something that
was vital, something that was impor-
tant.

This morning, that text message
made me angry because here is the
most junior Senator—100th in senior-
ity—writing to me asking my advice on
what to do about something that hap-
pened yesterday, in which 1 of our 100
colleagues in a hearing took on a wit-
ness who happened to be there to talk
about working against hate—the chair-
man will know this—attacked them
with questions that were so painful to
listen to. I went to the tape and heard
a Muslim American being asked if they
support Hamas, being asked if they
support Hezbollah. It was offensive.

And this Arab American, this U.S.
Senator, at 6 in the morning, wanted to
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make sure that this was the first thing
I read to talk to me about that.

GEORGE HELMY is a colleague—equal
vote, equal power—but his being an
Arab American gives this body some-
thing that is needed, that I have seen
in the women that are here, I have seen
in the Latinos, the Asian Americans—
people that have come from unusual
pathways to be in this body to stretch
its diversity and representation. They
bring a different lived experience often
and a deeper empathy and connection.

We are in a moment in America
where we are seeing rising hate, rising
hate crimes, rising racial violence, ris-
ing religious violence. And every single
one of us has an obligation to lose sleep
over it, to struggle with it, to feel the
pain of Americans like that witness in
a Judiciary hearing, to feel the pain
that they feel when they are being ac-
cused or questioned or attacked for
who they are or how they pray.

It may be only 73 days GEORGE
HELMY is serving in the Senate, but
this body needs him. It needs his con-
science. It needs his heart. It needs his
empathy. It needs his love. And I dare
say, he will have a short time here, but
I know the difference he makes here
will endure.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Thank you, GEORGE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

URANIUM WORKERS

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, this
country’s success in the Second World
War and in the Cold War was driven by
our nuclear program. It was made pos-
sible by the Manhattan Project and the
follow-on projects that made our nu-
clear program the envy of the world
and the most powerful part of our mili-
tary arsenal. And do you know what
that was made possible by? It was
made possible by the work and the sac-
rifices of everyday Americans in States
like New Mexico and Arizona and, yes,
my home State of Missouri, where we
processed uranium for the Federal Gov-
ernment.

These workers, these Americans who
risked their lives and who risked their
health in order to help their country
build a program that helped us win
wars—they deserve our thanks, not
mockery. That is why finally, after
decades, the Senate finally, in March
of this year, passed my legislation with
Senator LUJAN by a huge bipartisan
margin—nearly 70 votes—to com-
pensate those good Americans who
gave their health, who gave their en-
ergy, and, yes, in some cases gave their
lives to sustaining our nuclear effort.

Here is what happened in all too
many places. In places like St. Louis,
MO, and St. Charles, MO, when the ura-
nium processing stopped, the govern-
ment didn’t clean up their mess. No,
the government dumped the leftover
uranium into public landfills, dumped
it into public streams, dumped it into
our waterways and into our soil. And
now it is everywhere. Now it is under-
neath homes. Now it is next to our
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schools. Now it is in the water and in
the air in places across the region. Nu-
merous, multiple—at this point, count-
less—members of the State of Missouri,
residents of St. Louis and St. Charles,
have gotten sick, have died. We have
some of the highest rates of cancer in
the Nation in St. Louis, the highest
rates of breast cancer. Why is that? Be-
cause there is so much nuclear radi-
ation in the area that is still not
cleaned up because the government
never cleaned it up.

That is why the Senate acted in
March by that big bipartisan margin to
force a cleanup and to compensate
those Americans who have gotten sick,
those who have lost family members
because of the government’s inability
to clean up their own mess, because of
the government’s nuclear program that
they never properly paid for in terms of
compensation to the Americans who
made it possible.

Now that bill is in the House await-
ing action, and even as we sit here
today, it continues to be attacked by
those who just think that if you want
to be compensated for the damage the
U.S. Government caused to you, you
are somehow greedy and unthankful
and ungrateful and undeserving of any
help or recognition or thanks from this
country.

Nothing could be further from the
truth, but I read today in the Wall
Street Journal yet another attack on
these good Americans—an attack that
appears to have the support of Mem-
bers of Congress, which I find abso-
lutely unbelievable.

I don’t know how anybody, why any-
body would want to attack the victims
of nuclear radiation. And they are not
just victims; they are heroes. They are
the people who made possible our vic-
tories in the Second World War and the
Cold War. But to read the Wall Street
Journal’s op-ed page today, you would
think that if you are a uranium work-
er, a mine worker, that you ought to
just be quiet and go off into the corner
and die. That is what they say. If you
are a uranium worker, then you don’t
deserve any compensation for the fact
that while you were down in the mines
making possible your government’s
victory in war, you were also being ex-
posed to nuclear radiation that made
you sick. To listen to this op-ed tell
the story, you should just be thankful
that you got to live as long as you did,
and if your family has to suffer the
consequences of your illness, of your
cancer, if you have lost loved ones be-
cause of their exposure to nuclear radi-
ation, well, too bad, according to the
Wall Street Journal. Too bad. Just
shut up and take it.

I can’t believe anybody would treat
nuclear radiation victims this way, but
to read this story, you would think
that nobody who lived in a uranium
processing site, like in Missouri, who
worked in a uranium mine, who had
lived downwind of nuclear tests, like in
New Mexico and Arizona and Utah,
that nobody who has been exposed to
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radiation by their own government
should get anything. That is the essen-
tial premise of what the Journal writes
today.

What I find potentially most dis-
turbing is their references to Senators
and Members of Congress who appear
to agree to that. I mean, I just invite
the Members of Congress here, if you
agree with that, if you don’t want to
compensate nuclear radiation victims
from your own State, by all means,
come here to this floor. Come and tell
us. Tell the world. If you don’t support
what the Senate did, if you want to try
to kill it in the House, tell us. Put your
name to it. Don’t hide behind the Wall
Street Journal; come and put your
name to it.

This is a time to stand up and be
counted because, I will tell you what,
the victims of this radiation, our he-
roes—they have waited for decades.
They have borne the cost for decades.
They deserve some justice. They are
coming to Capitol Hill, oh yeah. They
are going to be here. They will be here
next week. They are coming, and they
want to see some progress. They are
coming, and they want to see results.
And I would invite anybody who is op-
posed to them, who is opposed to their
compensation, who is opposed to jus-
tice for them, to come and explain it to
their face. Come to this floor. Come to
this floor.

Now, I know there are some in my
own party who would like to say that
47 percent of the American public are
just freeloaders and don’t deserve any-
thing, and we ought to treat these peo-
ple like them. I disagree with all of
them. It is ludicrous. It is ridiculous.
And I don’t know why any member of a
State that has nuclear radiation vic-
tims would want to try to block the ef-
fort to compensate them. I don’t under-
stand it at all. I don’t get it.

And I will tell you what, we will not
stop fighting, we will not stop working
until every nuclear radiation victim
who has given their life and health for
the support of this Nation is thanked
and compensated. We are almost there.
This body has done it. This body has
done it. I believe there is real progress
in the House. I hope we can act soon.
But it is time now for Members of Con-
gress to stand up and be counted, and it
is time to stand together for justice for
our heroes who have made possible this
country’s success, who have made pos-
sible this country’s victories, and who
have shown us what true devotion to
country looks like.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 550.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Michael Sfraga, of Alaska, to be Am-
bassador at Large for Arctic Affairs.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 550, Mi-
chael Sfraga, of Alaska, to be Ambassador at
Large for Arctic Affairs.

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Raphael G. Warnock, Ben Ray Lujan,
Patty Murray, Jack Reed, Richard J.
Durbin, Tammy Baldwin, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Angus S. King, Jr., Michael F. Bennet,
Mark Kelly, Jeanne Shaheen, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen, Debbie Stabe-
now, Brian Schatz.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

CORPORAL MICHAEL D. ANDERSON
JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING—Mo-
tion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 457,
H.R. 1555.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed on Calendar No. 457,
H.R. 1555, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2300 Sylvan Avenue in Modesto, California,
as the ‘“‘Corporal Michael D. Anderson Jr.
Post Office Building’’.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 457, H.R.
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