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Such measures, if not enforced, are 

no better than the paper they are 
printed on. And that is the reality in 
Honduras, where people like Juan 
Lopez have had no one and nothing to 
protect them. 

Instead, it is the victims, the activ-
ists, who are arbitrarily arrested and 
imprisoned, accused of crimes which in 
reality amount to nothing more than 
peacefully defending their land and 
their right to a healthy environment. 
Some have languished in pre-trial de-
tention for years, for simply protesting 
a mine that has polluted the water 
source of thousands of people. 

Honduras is currently a member of 
the United Nations Human Rights 
Council. Members of the council have a 
responsibility to uphold human rights 
standards. That has been a criterion of 
membership since the council was es-
tablished in 2006. Yet the human rights 
of people like Juan Lopez and the other 
Guapinol water defenders are routinely 
violated with impunity. 

My thoughts and condolences are 
with Mr. Lopez’s family and with the 
other families in the Bajo Aguan com-
munities. In response to this pattern of 
violence and the assassination of Mr. 
Lopez last Saturday, I believe that, at 
a minimum, three things need to be 
done, beginning immediately, and I 
urge the U.S. Ambassador to Honduras 
to insist on them as well: an inter-
national commission of experts to sup-
port the Honduran prosecutor’s inves-
tigation of the murder of Juan Lopez, 
to ensure the investigation is credible, 
thorough, and impartial; protection for 
human rights defenders at risk in the 
Bajo Aguan region; and investigations 
of the abuses and corruption denounced 
by Juan Lopez and the pattern of vio-
lence against the Guapinol defenders. 

The threats, false arrests, wrongful 
imprisonment, murder, and impunity 
in the Bajo Aguan have been toler-
ated—and in effect tacitly and even ac-
tively encouraged—by Honduran offi-
cials for far too long. It has also re-
ceived far too little attention from the 
United States and other governments 
that have put the interests of foreign 
investors above those of the impover-
ished people who live in that troubled 
region. I hope that Juan Lopez’s death 
will not only be answered by holding 
accountable those responsible, but that 
it will also mark the beginning of real 
change in the Bajo Aguan. The people 
of those communities should not have 
to live in fear that powerful companies 
and corrupt officials will steal their 
land, pollute their rivers, and murder 
them for peacefully defending the nat-
ural resources that are rightfully 
theirs. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GILLIE HOPKINS 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, today I 
celebrate Rachel Gilbert Hopkins, a 
dedicated Vermonter who has worked 
to improve our State’s adoption system 
and connect children to a loving fam-
ily. 

Vermont’s team within the Depart-
ment for Children and Families, Fam-
ily Services Division (FSD) is critically 
important and does life-changing work 
every day for children in need. Rachel 
Gilbert Hopkins, or ‘‘Gillie’’ as she is 
known by all, has made an incredible 
impact. As codirector of Project Fam-
ily, a partnership between Lund and 
DCF, Gillie has overseen the comple-
tion of more than 2,260 adoptions, ad-
vancing child welfare and permanency 
in our State and changing the lives of 
children and families. 

For this reason alone, she is an excel-
lent nominee for the Congressional Co-
alition on Adoption Institute’s Angels 
in Adoption honor. But it is also 
Gillie’s far-reaching impact beyond 
adoption and permanency that has in-
spired this honor, and at the rec-
ommendation of her friends and peers 
who have witnessed her dedication, I 
submit her name and this honor to the 
RECORD today. 

As her peers say, Gillie has an ‘‘un-
wavering commitment to prioritizing 
the best interests of every child.’’ She 
conducts trainings to empower her col-
leagues with the tools to advocate for 
children. She also works with the re-
gional offices and the judiciary to ad-
dress the barriers to permanency, using 
research to establish procedures that 
cultivate efficiency and smoother proc-
esses. Gillie has created inclusive 
spaces, groups, and supportive environ-
ments for people to live authentically 
and has worked on actions that en-
hance adoption competence among 
FSD staff. 

Gillie Hopkins is champion for chil-
dren, families, and Vermont commu-
nities and is well-deserving of the An-
gels in Adoption honor because of her 
extraordinary work and dedicated com-
mitment to our State. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HOPE PORTER AND 
MARIE RIDDER 

∑ Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to 
recognize two champions of Virginia’s 
outdoors, Hope Porter and Marie 
Ridder, as they both celebrate 100th 
birthdays in the coming months. I offer 
these comments with the support of 
my colleague Senator MARK WARNER. 

Hope Porter’s activism and advocacy 
for open space dates back to the 1940s 
living in Fauquier County, VA. Hope 
had the foresight to see that the post-
war boom in growth and automobile 
travel would require new safeguards to 
ensure that growth was sustainable and 
would not erase what makes Virginia’s 
historic Piedmont region a special 
place. Through leading a series of cam-
paigns over many years, she helped pio-
neer land preservation tools that are 
known across America today, from zon-
ing to comprehensive land-use plan-
ning to private conservation ease-
ments. Another legacy is an open space 
advocacy group, the Piedmont Envi-

ronmental Council, which she helped 
found and which for over 40 years has 
scrutinized proposed commercial ven-
tures and asked tough questions while 
protecting hundreds of thousands of 
acres of Piedmont lands under con-
servation easement. Hope’s love for 
Virginia’s outdoors extends to her own 
land. She has protected 47 acres of 
Wildcat Mountain, a 200-acre farm near 
Marshall, and the farmland where she 
currently lives. Hope continues to fol-
low Fauquier County government and 
shares her wisdom with a variety of 
current and aspiring leaders. 

Marie Ridder has been a one-woman 
force of nature on behalf of the out-
doors in Virginia and beyond. She 
chaired the Virginia State Parks Com-
mission and Virginia Council on Envi-
ronment and served as vice chair of the 
Landmarks Commission of the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior. She was in-
strumental in the growth of organiza-
tions like the Virginia Outdoors Foun-
dation, Piedmont Environmental Coun-
cil, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, the 
Nature Conservancy, Trust for Public 
Lands, and the American Farmland 
Trust. Her individual investments and 
land donations have literally shaped 
the landscape of Virginia, protecting 
countless farms and viewsheds and his-
toric properties through conservation 
easements. She has influenced Presi-
dents, Governors, and international 
leaders. She has given of her own time 
and resources and spearheaded efforts 
to mobilize other resources to protect 
open space. Any person walking or bird 
flying through the Virginia Piedmont 
has Marie to thank for the natural 
landscape they encounter. 

I will join Hope and Marie, together 
with their families and friends, as the 
Piedmont Environmental Council cele-
brates their leadership this Saturday, 
September 21. We will also celebrate 
that Hope and Marie have been friends 
for 70 years. 

As Senators and Governors, MARK 
WARNER and I have supported pre-
serving Virginia’s open space for future 
generations to enjoy. Whenever we 
close the deal on a particularly beau-
tiful parcel, we get to make a speech, 
cut a ribbon, bask in the applause. But 
those moments don’t happen without 
years of effort and persistence from 
people like Hope and Marie—and the 
organizations they have founded and 
the dollars and hours they have put in 
over many decades. I wish Hope Porter 
and Marie Ridder a very happy birth-
day and celebrate their life achieve-
ments that will be felt in Virginia for 
100 more years and beyond.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
In executive session the Presiding Of-

ficer laid before the Senate messages 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6141 September 18, 2024 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13224 OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2001, 
WITH RESPECT TO PERSONS 
WHO COMMIT, THREATEN TO 
COMMIT, OR SUPPORT TER-
RORISM—PM 62 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, 
or support terrorism declared in Execu-
tive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001, 
as amended, is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2024. 

The crisis constituted by the grave 
acts of terrorism and threats of ter-
rorism committed by foreign terror-
ists, including the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001, in New York and 
Pennsylvania and against the Pen-
tagon, and the continuing and imme-
diate threat of further attacks on 
United States nationals or the United 
States that led to the declaration of a 
national emergency on September 23, 
2001, has not been resolved. This crisis 
continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of 
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13224, as amended, 
with respect to persons who commit, 
threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 18, 2024. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 

Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 7208. An act to reauthorize the Trau-
matic Brain Injury program. 

At 2:25 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 265. An act to reauthorize the rural 
emergency medical service training and 
equipment assistance program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1648. An act to facilitate access to the 
electromagnetic spectrum for commercial 
space launches and commercial space reen-
tries, and for other purposes. 

S. 2825. An act to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the United States Army 
Dustoff crews of the Vietnam War, collec-
tively, in recognition of their extraordinary 
heroism and life-saving actions in Vietnam. 

S. 2861. An act to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to Billie Jean King, an American 
icon, in recognition of a remarkable life de-
voted to championing equal rights for all, in 
sports and in society. 

S. 4351. An act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize certain poison 
control programs. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1432. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the de-
ductibility of charitable contributions to 
certain organization for members of the 
Armed Forces. 

H.R. 2911. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to periodically review the auto-
matic maximum coverage under the 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance pro-
gram and the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance 
program, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3784. An act to amend title VII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for a single 
point of contact at the Social Security Ad-
ministration for individuals who are victims 
of identity theft. 

H.R. 3800. An act to codify Internal Rev-
enue Service guidance relating to treatment 
of certain services and items for chronic con-
ditions as meeting the preventive care de-
ductible safe harbor for purposes of high de-
ductible health plans in connection with 
health savings accounts. 

H.R. 4190. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to repay the estates of deceased 
beneficiaries for certain benefits paid by the 
Secretary and misused by fiduciaries of such 
beneficiaries. 

H.R. 4424. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to study and report on the 
prevalence of cholangiocarcinoma in vet-
erans who served in the Vietnam theater of 
operations during the Vietnam era, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 4758. An act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to streamline enroll-
ment under the Medicaid program of certain 
providers across State lines, and to prevent 
the use of abusive spread pricing in Med-
icaid. 

H.R. 5464. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Guntersville, Alabama, as 
the ‘‘Colonel Ola Lee Mize Department of 
Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

H.R. 5861. An act to extend reemployment 
services and eligibility assessments to all 

claimants for unemployment benefits, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 6033. An act to require the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to establish a 
task force to improve access to health care 
information technology for non-English 
speakers. 

H.R. 6324. An act to authorize major med-
ical facility projects for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2024, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7100. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the organization of 
the Office of Survivors Assistance of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 7342. An act to establish the Veterans 
Advisory Committee on Equal Access, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 7438. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the FIFA World Cup 2026, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7777. An act to increase, effective as of 
December 1, 2024, the rates of compensation 
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 7816. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an 
agreement with a federally funded research 
and development center for an assessment of 
notice letters that the Secretary sends to 
claimants for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 8292. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase penalties 
for unauthorized disclosure of taxpayer in-
formation. 

At 2:59 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 6160. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize a lifespan 
respite care program. 

H.R. 7218. An act to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to extend the pro-
gram for promotion of public health knowl-
edge and awareness of Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 7406. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to 
carry out a program of research, training, 
and investigation related to Down syndrome, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7858. An act to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to establish a Medi-
care incident to modifier for mental health 
services furnished through telehealth and 
other telehealth services. 

H.R. 8084. An act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to require States to 
verify certain eligibility criteria for individ-
uals enrolled for medical assistance quar-
terly, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 8089. An act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to require certain addi-
tional provider screening under the Medicaid 
program. 

H.R. 8111. An act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to ensure the reliability 
of address information provided under the 
Medicaid program. 

H.R. 8112. An act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to further require cer-
tain additional provider screening under the 
Medicaid program. 
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August 12, 2025 Congressional Record
Correction to Page S6141
 CORRECTION

abonner
Correction to Page S6141
On page S6141, September 18, 2024, in the left column the following appears: 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DECLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 13224 OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2001, WITH RESPECT TO WHO COMMIT, THREATEN TO COMMIT, OR SUPPORT TERRORISM_PM 62 

The online Record has been corrected to read: 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DECLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 13224 OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2001, WITH RESPECT TO PERSONS WHO COMMIT, THREATEN TO COMMIT, OR SUPPORT TERRORISM_PM 62
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