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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

AUGUST WORK PERIOD 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, like 

many of our colleagues, I spend a lot of 
summer days on the road in my home 
State of South Dakota. The longer 
summer recesses give me the oppor-
tunity to travel the State far and wide, 
and with so much going on in South 
Dakota during the season, it is a great 
time for me to see familiar faces and to 
meet new folks as well. 

I spend a lot of these summer days 
listening because what I hear from 
South Dakotans informs a lot of the 
work that I do here in the U.S. Senate. 

In Howard, SD, I heard from 
healthcare professionals about some of 
the important programs that help 
them provide healthcare in rural areas. 

Homebuilders in the Sioux Falls area 
told me about the headwinds they face 
from the Biden-Harris administration’s 
overregulation, which has made build-
ing new homes more difficult and ex-
pensive. 

At a Dakotafest in Mitchell, agricul-
tural producers expressed their frustra-
tion that Congress has still not passed 
an updated farm bill—a frustration 
that I share. I have been pushing hard 
for Congress to take up a bill and will 
continue to do everything I can to ad-
vance this legislation. Another exten-
sion is no substitute for the certainty 
an updated farm bill would give farm-
ers and ranchers as they make plans 
for the future, and getting it done 
should be a priority for Congress. 

Traveling around South Dakota also 
gives me the chance to meet the people 
who keep our communities going. 

I dropped in to hear from local offi-
cials in Leola and Eureka. 

I got to learn about some of the 
things happening at Black Hills State 
University, and I toured South Dakota 
State’s nursing simulation center in 
Brookings. 

I visited the Liberty Center in Box 
Elder and saw the great work the 
Black Hills community does to make 
the area a welcoming place for service-
members stationed at Ellsworth Air 
Force Base and for their families. 

Whether it is Kuchen in Eureka, a 
quick bite at Ricky’s Restaurant in 
Roscoe, or, of course, the Tubby Burger 
at the Brown County Fair, I know I can 
always find some good food to keep me 
fueled wherever I am traveling in 
South Dakota. 

What would the summer be without a 
few celebrations? I was out in Rapid 
City for the annual Military Apprecia-
tion Barbecue, I joined the Fort Pierre 
4th of July Parade, and I was back in 
my hometown of Murdo celebrating the 
70th anniversary of the legendary Pio-

neer Auto Show and honoring the life 
of longtime museum owner Dave 
Geisler, who passed away earlier this 
year. 

I had the opportunity to travel with 
my family in the Black Hills. We made 
stops in Spearfish Canyon, Hill City, 
Keystone, Lake Pactola, and Spearfish, 
among other places. 

This summer was also notable for the 
successes of South Dakota’s athletes. 
It was great to see two South Dakotans 
competing in the Olympics and 
Paralympics this year. Sioux Falls na-
tive Taryn Kloth competed in beach 
volleyball, and Miles Krajewski, a 
Yankton native and freshman at the 
University of South Dakota, made his-
tory as the first American to medal in 
badminton at the Paralympics, bring-
ing home a silver medal in mixed dou-
bles. 

The Sioux Falls Little League All 
Star Team made it to the Little 
League World Series this summer, and 
by all accounts, they played well in 
Williamsport. They should be proud of 
their success, and I am glad to hear 
they were able to befriend fellow play-
ers from across the country and the 
world along the way. 

It was great to be in Brookings this 
past weekend for the South Dakota 
State Jackrabbits’ home opener, as 
they look to defend their back-to-back 
national titles this season. 

Summer is a wonderful time in South 
Dakota, and it is a privilege to be able 
to spend part of it exploring our great 
State. The sunshine on the open prai-
rie, the smell of the ponderosa pine, 
and the good people I meet along the 
way remind me how lucky I am to be a 
South Dakotan and what an honor it is 
to represent this special place in the 
U.S. Senate. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LUJÁN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

DISASTER RELIEF FUNDING 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, Con-

gress has one task over the next 2 
weeks, and it is relatively straight-
forward: to keep the government open 
and avoid a pointless and costly shut-
down that would hurt most Americans. 
And as we do that, there is one priority 
that we can’t afford to neglect or punt, 
and that is providing disaster aid to 
communities across the country that 
are still waiting. 

All across our country, in more than 
20 States and territories, millions of 
Americans are reeling from disasters: 
wildfires, hurricanes, droughts, floods. 
And having lost their homes, their 
communities, their livelihoods, they 
count on the Federal Government to 
help. 

For people on Maui, help is needed 
immediately. More than a year after 
the deadly fires that leveled an entire 
town, claimed 102 lives, and stole just 
about everything from those lucky 
enough to survive, nothing is normal 
yet. Survivors in temporary housing 
are being forced to move every few 
months. Many have moved five times 
in the last year, shattering any sem-
blance of stability that they have been 
able to cobble together. Meanwhile, not 
a single home has been rebuilt so far. 
Not a single home has been rebuilt so 
far. That is a dire emergency for any 
community in any scenario, but it is 
especially worrying given that tem-
porary housing assistance from FEMA 
is due to expire in 5 months. 

The long and difficult recovery is 
squeezing survivors in other ways as 
well. With fewer jobs and smaller pay-
checks, people are having to figure out 
whether they can afford the most basic 
necessities. A recent poll of Maui wild-
fire victims found that 70 percent of 
survivors are cutting back on food and 
groceries—70 percent cutting back on 
food in the United States of America— 
and more than half are cutting back on 
medicine and other healthcare ex-
penses. 

So it is no surprise that people whose 
families have lived on Maui for genera-
tions are considering giving up and 
leaving the island altogether. And 
worse, thousands more are on the cusp 
of doing the same. For Lahaina to fully 
recover, it needs its people. For 
Lahaina to recover, it needs its people. 
And what those people need right now 
is tangible help—help with building a 
home, with finding a job, help with re-
building their small businesses—the 
kind of help that will finally provide a 
reprieve from the constant worrying 
about what is next and hope that a bet-
ter future awaits them after months of 
unimaginable suffering. 

Providing that kind of help and relief 
to our fellow Americans in their hour 
of need is central to the promise of the 
Federal Government. There are not 
that many things that the Federal 
Government absolutely must do. There 
are not that many things that the Fed-
eral Government absolutely must do, 
but one of them is, when there is a dis-
aster and a State or a county or an is-
land or a reservation or a town is dev-
astated by a natural disaster and the 
impact of that natural disaster exceeds 
the ability for that local unit of gov-
ernment to handle it, the President de-
clares a disaster. And then FEMA 
comes in. 

After that, HUD comes in with the 
support of the Congress through a pro-
gram called Community Development 
Block Grants-Disaster Recovery. What 
does that mean? It is flexible funding 
for those communities to rebuild. 
FEMA came to the table and did the 
disaster response. Now we have to re-
cover. People are not recovered. People 
are not recovered. 

So we have an opportunity not to do 
something extraordinary but to do 
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something absolutely essential. We 
have an opportunity not to pass the 
Civil Rights Act but to do the thing 
that Congress always does, do the 
thing that Congress always does, which 
is, when a community gets flattened, 
we are there. 

Now, the good news is that even 
though the House proposal for a con-
tinuing resolution sort of fell flat on 
its face for other reasons—because it 
was 6 months and because it had this 
other nonsense in it—it did have $10 
billion for disaster recovery. Now, that 
was a very narrow program called the 
Disaster Relief Fund, which absolutely 
needs those dollars, but the Republican 
House position is to fund disaster relief 
in the continuing resolution. We have 
got the chair and the ranking member 
in the U.S. Senate and the chair and 
the ranking member in the U.S. House 
of the Appropriations Committee say-
ing they want to do disaster relief. We 
are not fighting about this as a par-
tisan issue. We are not fighting about 
this as a partisan issue. 

So we have an opportunity, again, 
not to do something unusual but to do 
the thing that we have always done. 
What would be unusual is to keep com-
munities waiting for years now—years 
now. Wildfires in New Mexico. Unfortu-
nately, there are some wildfires in Ne-
vada as we speak. Twenty States wait-
ing on help: Mississippi, Texas, Florida. 
All over the country, these commu-
nities need help. 

A lot of stuff we do is really hard. A 
lot of stuff we do is really partisan. 
This is neither of those things. We just 
have to decide that among the things 
that the Federal Government does is 
that we come to the table for any 
American when a disaster hits. Let’s 
get this done. 

I yield the floor. 
NOMINATION OF LAURA M. PROVINZINO 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today 
the Senate will vote to confirm Laura 
Provinzino to the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Minnesota. 

Born in St. Cloud, MN, Ms. 
Provinzino received her B.A. from 
Lewis & Clark College, her B.A. from 
Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar, 
and her J.D. from Yale Law School. 
After law school, she served as a law 
clerk to Judge Diana E. Murphy on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit in Minneapolis. 

Following her clerkship, Ms. 
Provinzino worked at Robins Kaplan 
LLP as a litigation associate, where 
her work involved civil litigation and 
criminal defense. Since 2010, she has 
been an assistant U.S. attorney in the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District 
of Minnesota. She handles all aspects 
of criminal investigation and prosecu-
tion and has prosecuted a wide variety 
of Federal crimes. Ms. Provinzino has 
served as a missing and murdered in-
digenous persons assistant U.S. attor-
ney since 2023, after previously serving 
as deputy chief of the violent and 
major crimes section, deputy chief of 
the major crimes section, human traf-

ficking coordinator, and Project Safe 
Childhood coordinator. She has tried 16 
cases to verdict, all of which were jury 
trials. 

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Ms. Provinzino as ‘‘well 
qualified’’ to serve on the district 
court. She has deep ties to the District 
of Minnesota, and she enjoys the 
strong support of both of her home 
State senators, Ms. KLOBUCHAR and Ms. 
SMITH. Ms. Provinzino’s nomination 
has also received support from a range 
of individuals and organizations, in-
cluding law enforcement officers, 
former Federal prosecutors, and orga-
nizations working to combat human 
trafficking. 

Ms. Provinzino’s significant litiga-
tion background and extensive experi-
ence in Federal court ensure that she 
will be a valuable addition to the dis-
trict court. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting her nomination. 

VOTE ON PROVINZINO NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, The question is, 
Will the Senate advise and consent to 
the Provinzino nomination? 

Mrs. COLLINS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VANCE). 

The result was announced—yeas 54, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 238 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Helmy 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—41 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Daines 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 

McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 

Sullivan 
Thune 

Tillis 
Tuberville 

Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—5 

Ernst 
Kennedy 

Rosen 
Rounds 

Vance 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KING). The clerk will report the Ritz 
nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Kevin Gafford 
Ritz, of Tennessee, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it is no 

secret that the Senate has a long to-do 
list this month. The National Defense 
Authorization bill, the farm bill, and 
all 12 appropriations bills should be 
signed into law before the end of this 
month, but with 9 working days left on 
the schedule, we all know that is likely 
not to happen. But these deadlines are 
not a surprise. We have known about 
them for a long, long time, and many 
of them, like government funding, 
come up every year as well as the 
NDAA, which we have done for 60-plus 
years in a row. 

Despite that, we find ourselves star-
ing down the barrel at the end of the 
fiscal year without a clear direction 
from Leader SCHUMER on how he in-
tends to see that the government is 
funded. It is astounding that the monu-
mental task of funding the government 
has lingered in purgatory on the Sen-
ate calendar as the Democratic leader 
chooses to spend this Chamber’s time, 
limited time, on political show votes 
on a number of partisan nominees. 

I would also like to remind this 
Chamber of what the Democratic lead-
er has wasted the Senate’s time voting 
on this year. We have voted on things 
like protecting access to contracep-
tion—not in dispute; IVF, in vitro fer-
tilization—not in dispute; and neither 
of which is under any kind of threat, 
but we had to have show votes to try to 
gain political advantage in the run-up 
to the November 5 election even if the 
narrative supporting the vote outcome 
is a false narrative. 

We also voted on sweeping tax policy 
and a bill that never went through a 
single committee in the Senate and re-
ceived zero input on the Republican 
side. We voted again on a border bill 
that didn’t address major contributors 
to the massive illegal immigration we 
have seen during this administration. 
The majority leader has scheduled 
these show votes to give his vulnerable 
incumbents a political lifeline, putting 
politics over doing the most basic 
things that the Senate should be doing. 

We spent weeks voting on the Biden- 
Harris administration’s controversial 
nominees, many of whom are unquali-
fied to fill the jobs that they have been 
nominated to. This partisan games-
manship, when so much important 
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