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very small town in Fair Haven, VT. 
Her dad was a roofer—slate, worked in 
a slate quarry, did slate on roofs. Her 
mom has been a lifelong head of—she is 
the Postmaster in Fair Haven. And 
Mary Kay grew up in this small town 
and has smalltown values of service, 
modesty, humility, and she is incred-
ibly accomplished as a person. 

I believe she will be an excellent 
judge serving the State of Vermont. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
am proud and excited to say a few 
words to urge my colleagues to support 
Mary Kay Lanthier as the next district 
court judge for the District of 
Vermont. 

Ms. Lanthier is a native Vermonter 
who has spent her entire career in her 
home State, including working as a 
public defender in Rutland for 15 years. 
She grew up in a hard-working 
Vermont family, where the parents em-
phasized the importance of serving her 
community. 

Ms. Lanthier learned that lesson well 
and has dedicated her career to being a 
public defender. In that role, she has 
fought for her clients to have a fair 
chance at justice in her courtroom. 
And if she is confirmed, I am confident 
that she will make sure that all of the 
people who appear in front of her are 
treated fairly and get the justice that 
they are due. 

Ms. Lanthier began her legal career 
as a judicial law clerk for the trial 
courts in Chittenden and Addison 
Counties, where she developed a deep 
love and dedication for the work tak-
ing place in Vermont courtrooms. 

Early in her career, Ms. Lanthier 
worked in private practice and public 
defense, working on family law, work-
ers’ compensation, and criminal cases. 
Since 2007, she has served as the super-
vising attorney at the Rutland County 
Public Defender’s Office. 

In that role and throughout her ca-
reer, she has developed a reputation as 
a respectful and skilled attorney. 
Judges have praised her preparation, 
and opposing lawyers have written let-
ters in support of her nomination. As 
one of those letters says, ‘‘Ms. 
Lanthier’s compassion is a virtue that 
improved the administration of jus-
tice.’’ 

Last November, I was pleased to be 
joined by Senator WELCH, with input 
from Congresswoman BALINT, in form-
ing a nonpartisan judicial nomination 
advisory panel to fill this vacancy on 
the Federal bench in Vermont. The 
panel was impressed by Mary Kay’s ca-
reer in public defense, her stellar rep-
utation in the legal community, and 
her warmth and empathy. 

I was also impressed after inter-
viewing her. One thing that struck me 
was not only her deep love of the law 
but her deep love of Rutland, VT, 
where this judgeship is based. 

For Mary Kay, I know that there is 
particular pride in doing this very im-
portant work in her hometown and for 
being a role model for the young people 
growing up there today about what is 
possible. 

Along with Senator WELCH, I was 
pleased to recommend that President 
Biden nominate her for this position. 
She will be an excellent district court 
judge for Rutland and for the State of 
Vermont. I am confident that she will 
treat everyone in her courtroom with 
the compassion, respect, and dignity 
that they deserve. I urge my colleagues 
to support her confirmation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 
NOMINATION OF LAURA MARGARETE PROVINZINO 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President, 
I rise in support of Laura Provinzino’s 
nomination to serve as the next U.S. 
district court judge for the District of 
Minnesota. 

I want to thank Senators Durbin and 
Graham for working with me and both 
of them for supporting her and to move 
her nomination through the Judiciary 
Committee. I want to thank Leader 
SCHUMER for making the time and 
Leader MCCONNELL for the Senate to 
consider her nomination and also to 
thank my friend and colleague Senator 
SMITH for her work in support of this 
nomination. 

We jointly had a committee made up 
of esteemed members of the bar that 
made recommendations to the White 
House. Ms. Provinzino is a distin-
guished public servant who has served 
the people of Minnesota as a Federal 
prosecutor. As an assistant U.S. attor-
ney, she has led efforts to prosecute 
violent crime, human trafficking, child 
trafficking, and crimes against Native 
American women. 

Through her devotion to justice and 
the rule of law, she has earned the re-
spect and support of attorneys and law 
enforcement across our State. That is 
why she received a bipartisan vote in 
the Judiciary Committee and why I 
hope my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle will support her. 

Public service runs deep in her fam-
ily, and her family roots stretch across 
all corners of our State, from the Iron 
Range up north to the small rural town 
of Melrose, where her great-grand-
parents ran the local paper, to the 
Twin Cities metro area. 

Like her father, she was born and 
raised in St. Cloud, MN. After grad-
uating from St. Cloud Technical High 
School, she earned her B.A. at Lewis & 
Clark College and was a Rhodes Schol-
ar. She then went on to receive her 
J.D. at Yale. 

She then returned home to Min-
nesota to clerk for Judge Diana Mur-
phy on the Eighth Circuit and joined 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 2010. 

As an assistant U.S. attorney, she 
has prosecuted over 500 cases and has 

served as the Deputy Chief of Violent 
and Major Crimes. Her work has earned 
the respect and support of law enforce-
ment. The largest police organization 
in Minnesota wrote in strong support 
of her confirmation and praised her 
‘‘exceptional legal skills, unwavering 
integrity, and commitment to uphold-
ing the rule of law.’’ 

She has also received support from 
former law enforcement officials who 
worked closely with her. These officers 
and case agents wrote that she ‘‘is 
highly respected in the law enforce-
ment community.’’ 

And 19 former colleagues at the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, including President 
Trump’s U.S. attorney, Erica Mac-
Donald, have likewise praised her for 
her ‘‘sharp legal mind, integrity, pro-
fessionalism, dedication to service, and 
devotion to enforcing the law.’’ 

Given her extensive experience, it is 
no surprise that she has received com-
mendations and awards from groups 
such as the Duluth Police Department 
to Women in Federal Law Enforce-
ment, who honored her with the 2023 
Top Prosecutor Award. 

The U.S. Department of Justice hon-
ored her with the David Margolis 
Award for Exceptional Service. This is 
the Justice Department’s highest rec-
ognition for service, and she earned it 
for her work dismantling a massive 
international sex trafficking criminal 
organization that forced hundreds of 
women to engage in commercial sex 
across the United States. 

Her efforts in this case are considered 
a model for prosecutors across the 
country and are used to train Federal 
and State law enforcement on how to 
pursue international sex trafficking 
and money laundering investigations. 
Given her leadership on this issue, 
human trafficking prevention groups 
have strongly supported her confirma-
tion. 

Her work goes beyond women and 
children and her nationally recognized 
human trafficking work. She has also 
led the work of our State’s U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office on the Project Safe Child-
hood Program, which is the Justice De-
partment’s effort to combat child sex-
ual exploitation and abuse. 

And, today, she serves as one of only 
five ‘‘missing and murdered indigenous 
persons’’ U.S. attorneys nationwide as 
part of the Justice Department’s ef-
forts to prevent the kidnapping, mur-
der, and trafficking of indigenous peo-
ple. Her area of responsibility covers 22 
States. She is ready to serve on the 
bench. The ABA served her with its 
highest ranking of ‘‘well qualified.’’ I 
know she will make an outstanding 
Federal district court judge for the 
District of Minnesota. 

I ask my colleagues to support her 
confirmation. Again, I thank Senator 
DURBIN for his leadership of the com-
mittee and all who worked to support 
her. 

I yield the floor. 
NOMINATION OF MARY KAY LANTHIER 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
today, the Senate will vote to confirm 
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Ms. Mary Kay Lanthier to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Vermont. 

Born in Orwell, VT, Ms. Lanthier 
earned her B.A. at Amherst College in 
1993 and her J.D. from Northeastern 
University School of Law in 1996. After 
graduating from law school, she served 
as a law clerk in the court administra-
tor’s office for the Chittenden County 
District Court and Addison County 
Courts. 

Ms. Lanthier then worked on family 
law, workers’ compensation, and crimi-
nal defense cases as an associate at 
Keiner & Dumont, P.C. between 1998 
and 2000. After that, from 2000 to 2003, 
she served as a staff attorney at the 
Addison County Public Defender’s Of-
fice. Ms. Lanthier later worked as an 
associate from 2003 to 2004 and partner 
from 2005 to 2007 at Marsh & Wagner, 
P.C. There, her practice centered on 
family law, real estate law, and crimi-
nal defense. 

Since 2007, Ms. Lanthier has served 
as a staff attorney and supervising at-
torney in the Rutland County Public 
Defender’s Office. Over the course of 
her career, she has tried approximately 
50 criminal cases to a jury verdict. 

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Ms. Lanthier as ‘‘well 
qualified,’’ and her nomination is 
strongly supported by her home State 
Senators, Mr. SANDERS and Mr. WELCH. 

With 20 years of experience as a pub-
lic defender, Ms. Lanthier’s litigation 
background and deep commitment to 
equal justice has prepared her to serve 
with distinction on the Federal bench 
in Vermont. Her nomination has re-
ceived support from a range of individ-
uals and organizations, including law 
enforcement, prosecutors, and the 
Vermont Bar Association. 

I am proud to join them in sup-
porting her nomination and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

VOTE ON LANTHIER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Lanthier nomination? 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VANCE). 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 236 Ex.] 

YEAS—55 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 

Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Helmy 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 

Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 

Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—42 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 

Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—3 

Kennedy Rounds Vance 

The nomination was confirmed. 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO assumed the 

Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 781, Laura 
Margarete Provinzino, of Minnesota, to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Minnesota. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Laphonza R. But-
ler, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Chris Van Hollen, Ben Ray 
Luján, Brian Schatz, Thomas R. Car-
per, Margaret Wood Hassan, Chris-
topher Murphy, Tammy Duckworth, 
Tina Smith, Jack Reed, Patty Murray, 
Amy Klobuchar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Laura Margarete Provinzino, of Min-
nesota, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Minnesota, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Sentator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-

SHALL), the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE), and the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55, 
nays 39, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 237 Ex.] 
YEAS—55 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Helmy 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—39 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Hagerty 
Kennedy 

Marshall 
Rounds 

Tuberville 
Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 39. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Laura 
Margarete Provinzino, of Minnesota, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
District of Minnesota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 6 

years ago, I sent all of my colleagues in 
the Senate this binder of economic 
warnings about climate change. Here it 
is. The warning signs were flashing, so 
I shared all of those different reports. 
When I assumed the role of Senate 
Budget Committee chair, I provided an 
updated version of that binder to my 
committee members. As you can see, it 
had gotten a lot thicker. The warning 
signs had kept piling up, imploring us 
to act now before it is too late. And 
what is happening now? The events 
warned of are coming to pass. 

Over 19 Budget Committee hearings, 
we heard from serious experts about 
the looming economic, financial, and 
fiscal risks of climate change. We had 
economists, actuaries, industry ana-
lysts, scientists, healthcare providers, 
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