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code of conduct reiterates that Su-
preme Court Justices should disqualify 
themselves in cases when there is rea-
sonable doubt about impartiality. 

Despite serious questions about Jus-
tice Thomas’s impartiality in numer-
ous cases, he refuses to recuse himself. 
During the Court’s most recent term, 
he continued to hear cases related to 
the January 6 insurrection despite 
Ginni Thomas’s—his wife—personal in-
volvement with efforts to overturn the 
2020 election. 

Justice Thomas’s failure to recuse is 
not his only ethical failure related to 
his wife’s activities. For years, Justice 
Thomas omitted his wife’s income from 
the rightwing Heritage Foundation 
from his annual financial disclosures 
despite having disclosed her income in 
some previous years. In other words, he 
wasn’t even consistent. 

As I mentioned earlier, Justice 
Thomas’s ethical issues extend far be-
yond his wife’s employment and advo-
cacy. He has repeatedly violated Fed-
eral law by failing to report gifts and 
income from a wide range of sources in 
his financial disclosures. How do we 
know this about Justice Clarence 
Thomas? Because the Senate Judiciary 
Committee voted to authorize sub-
poenas, and the subpoena authorization 
resulted in cooperation from some of 
the people who gave him these gifts. 
They gave us the details of what they 
provided in the past and he failed to 
disclose over and over again. He has 
compounded that failure by repeatedly 
failing to recuse himself in cases in-
volving the same individuals and 
groups lavishing these gifts upon him. 
I get it. They are sending these gifts to 
Clarence Thomas, who is sitting as a 
judge in cases that mean a lot to them 
monetarily. 

More than 12 years ago—12 years 
ago—I called on Chief Justice Roberts 
to adopt a binding code of conduct for 
all Supreme Court Justices—12 years 
ago. Since then, repeated ethical mis-
conduct by Supreme Court Justices has 
proven that an unenforceable code of 
conduct is absolutely worthless and an 
enforceable one is essential to restor-
ing the public confidence. However, 
Chief Justice Roberts refuses to use his 
power to do so. What is he waiting for? 

I call on each and every Supreme 
Court Justice: If you agree with Clar-
ence Thomas, declare it, that you have 
no responsibility to disclose your gifts 
or to recuse yourself from cases where 
there is a conflict, but if you think you 
are fed up with the reputation of the 
Court that lacks integrity and you 
want to do something about it, speak 
up publicly on behalf of the Court and 
on behalf of the Nation. 

We will continue, in Congress, to do 
our part, but some leadership from 
Chief Justice Roberts and members of 
the Court could sure make a difference. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PADILLA). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to speak for up to 5 minutes and Sen-
ator HOEVEN be permitted to speak up 
to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HOEVEN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to use a prop during my remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SOLHEIM CUP 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to applaud the American women 
competing for the Solheim Cup at the 
Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in 
Gainesville, VA, this week. The 
Solheim Cup is the world’s leading 
match play competition for women 
professional golfers and pits Team 
U.S.A. against Team Europe. 

Today, here in the Senate, we are ex-
cited to display the coveted prize these 
teams are playing for as we gear up to 
cheer on America’s premier female 
golfers. 

This tradition is held every 2 years 
and features some of the best athletes 
among the Ladies Professional Golf As-
sociation and the Ladies European 
Tour. It serves as a platform to high-
light women’s golf and helps inspire fu-
ture generations to take up the sport. 

As a golf fan, I appreciate the im-
mense talent and skill that it show-
cases. I am looking forward to sup-
porting Team U.S.A. in its pursuit of 
another Solheim Cup victory. 

As an Arkansan, I am proud to recog-
nize Team U.S.A.’s captain, Stacy 
Lewis, a former four-time All-Amer-
ican at the University of Arkansas and 
four-time Solheim Cup player. She is 
serving as the captain for the second 
time and will bring the knowledge and 
experience she gained helming that 
team to help Americans come out on 
top this year. 

While the United States leads Europe 
in the overall Solheim Cup matchups, 
Lewis is hopeful this team will ‘‘settle 
the score’’ after the last competition 
ended in a tie that allowed the Euro-
peans to retain the title and the tro-
phy. 

I know I join so many of my col-
leagues in congratulating Team 
U.S.A.’s members for representing our 
country, and we wish them the best of 
luck as they seek a dominant perform-
ance this week to reclaim the cup and 
the bragging rights for America. 

I yield to my colleague, Senator 
HOEVEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota. 

Mr. HOEVEN. I rise to support my 
colleague, the senior Senator from Ar-
kansas, and golf enthusiasts every-
where in cheering on Team U.S.A. in 
the Solheim Cup. 

North Dakotans love their sports, 
and when it comes to golf, that is cer-

tainly no exception. You may be sur-
prised to know that in North Dakota, 
we have many golf courses and actu-
ally rank very high in number of golf 
courses per capita. And for competitive 
golfers in the State, we have many dif-
ferent tournament opportunities for 
both men and women alike and, of 
course, people young and old. That is 
the great thing about golf. It is a game 
you can play all your life. Senator 
BOOZMAN, even when you are old like 
you and me, you can get out there on 
the links and hit it and have a great 
time. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Most of the time. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Most of the time, 

right. 
But even if you are not playing well, 

it is a great place to take a walk. 
There is nothing better. North Dakota 
has produced top-notch golfers, includ-
ing, right now, PGA tour winner Tom 
Hoge from Fargo, and although she 
just retired, a tremendous women’s 
golfer, Amy Anderson, from Oxbow, 
and many others as well. Even growing 
up, a fellow by the name of Mike Mor-
ley, who is a fellow I knew—I always 
looked up to him. He was a little older 
when I was out there caddying on the 
golf course. He went on to become a 
touring pro as well. 

We have great golfers, and obviously 
they are world-class athletes. In the 
case of Amy Anderson, she retired from 
professional golf this year, but when 
she was at North Dakota State Univer-
sity, she won 20 collegiate events, an 
NCAA record for Division 1 wins. 

Again, for those traveling to the 
great State of North Dakota, I cer-
tainly encourage you to bring your 
clubs—Senator BOOZMAN—particularly 
in the summertime. 

The Solheim Cup was actually cre-
ated by PING founder, Karsten 
Solheim, in 1990. Like the Ryder Cup 
for men, it meets every 2 years to put 
the top women golfers in the United 
States against the top golfers in Eu-
rope. I have got to tell you, Karsten 
Solheim—he and his family—he had his 
sons in the business with him, too, 
which was primarily based out of Phoe-
nix. But we have this incredible Nor-
wegian festival in North Dakota every 
year. It is the largest Norwegian fes-
tival outside the country of Norway. 
The Solheim family used to come up to 
that great celebration celebrating 
their Norwegian heritage. He is the 
founder of this great tournament and, 
of course, pits the U.S. top women 
golfers in the United States against the 
top women golfers in all of Europe. So 
we are taking on all of Europe, right? 
It is pretty cool. 

This competition reflects the best in 
sports, with players not playing for 
money but playing for their country, 
playing for their teammates, and for so 
many young women who watch and of 
course are hoping one day to be in 
their shoes. 

I have to tell one quick story because 
I know the senior Senator from Arkan-
sas will enjoy it very much. I actually 
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played in an LPGA event. I actually 
played in an LPGA event. Now, you 
might think that sounds funny, but, of 
course, golf aficionados know that they 
have a member, you know, guest day 
the first day, and I was fortunate 
enough to get to play in an event, and 
it was just great, great fun. It is just 
amazing to see these incredible women 
golfers and just how great they are at 
the game. 

Senator BOOZMAN, yes, they hit it a 
lot farther than you do off the tee—no 
question about it—and me too, of 
course. 

This year’s competition in nearby 
Gainesville, VA, will be a great match, 
with the previous competition, as Sen-
ator BOOZMAN said, in 2023 resulting in 
a 14–14 tie, which means Europe got to 
retain the cup. So we need to get it 
back. It looks so good here in America, 
we need to keep it here in America. I 
know that our women athletes will rise 
to the challenge. I like our chances 
this year. 

To Captain Stacy Lewis and the 12 
players on Team USA, we wish you the 
very best of luck as you compete here, 
and we look forward to an exciting 
weekend of skill and sportsmanship. 

I already have talked to somebody on 
this very floor who knows some of the 
golfers and is going to go watch the 
tournament. Of course, the rest of us 
will get the opportunity to watch it on 
television. 

With that, I yield back to my very 
good friend and colleague, the senior 
Senator from Arkansas—who, by the 
way, was an incredible athlete himself, 
although I don’t think it was on the 
golf course. I think it might have been 
on the gridiron, although you do have 
the svelte physique of a golfer. I think 
it might have been as a Razorback. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. I think with that, I 
yield the floor. 

NOMINATION OF ADAM B. ABELSON 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote to confirm U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Adam Abelson to the 
U.S. District Court for District of 
Maryland. 

Judge Adam Abelson’s experience in 
the courtroom—as a litigator and on 
the bench—has prepared him to serve 
as a U.S. District Judge. 

After graduating from Princeton Uni-
versity and New York University 
School of Law, Judge Abelson clerked 
for the Hon. Catherine C. Blake on the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Maryland and the Hon. Andre M. Davis 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. 

Following his clerkships, Judge 
Abelson worked as an associate and 
partner at Zuckerman Spaeder LLP, 
where his practice focused on complex 
civil and criminal litigation. Over the 
course of his legal career, he tried six 
cases to verdict, judgment, or final de-
cision. 

In 2023, Judge Abelson was appointed 
by the judges of the District of Mary-
land to serve as a magistrate judge. 

Judge Abelson has the strong support 
from his home State Senators, Mr. 
CARDIN and Mr. VAN HOLLEN. In addi-
tion, he was rated unanimously ‘‘well 
qualified’’ by the American Bar Asso-
ciation. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port Judge Abelson’s nomination. 

VOTE ON ABELSON NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Abelson nomination? 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 232 Ex.] 
YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Helmy 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Rounds 
Rubio 

Vance 
Whitehouse 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous 
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
and the President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

NOMINATION OF JEANNETTE A. VARGAS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor to note that the Sen-
ate, today, will vote on the confirma-
tion of a terrific judicial nominee and 
terrific New Yorker, Jeannette Vargas, 
nominated to serve as district judge for 
the Southern District of New York. 

Jeannette Vargas will make an excel-
lent addition to the bench. She was a 
clerk to then-Judge, now-Supreme 
Court Justice, Sonia Sotomayor, is a 
career prosecutor, and served as the 
top lawyer in the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the Southern District as Dep-
uty Chief in the Civil Division. 

She is truly a New Yorker to her 
core, being a native of the great bor-
ough of Queens and of both Puerto 
Rican and Irish ancestry. With Ms. 
Vargas, the Senate continues to add a 
list of excellent and qualified diverse 
nominees to the Federal bench. 

I want to thank my Senate colleague 
Senator GILLIBRAND for advocating this 
great nominee and all my colleagues 
for voting to confirm. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 652, 
Jeannette A. Vargas, of New York, to be 
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of New York. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
John W. Hickenlooper, Sheldon White-
house, Tina Smith, Alex Padilla, 
Tammy Baldwin, Tammy Duckworth, 
Christopher Murphy, Patty Murray, 
Jack Reed, Angus S. King, Jr., Gary C. 
Peters, Peter Welch, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Brian Schatz, Jeanne Shaheen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Jeannette A. Vargas, of New York, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of New York, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 233 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 

Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Helmy 
Hickenlooper 
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