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ZIMMERMAN, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1931 ARMY nomination of Thomas S. 
Randall, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 9, 2024. 

PN1932 ARMY nomination of Edwin Rodri-
guez, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
9, 2024. 

PN1933 ARMY nomination of Robert L. 
Wooten, III, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 9, 2024. 

PN1934 ARMY nomination of Jason P. Hag-
gard, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
9, 2024. 

PN1935 ARMY nomination of Mark T. 
Moore, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
9, 2024. 

PN1936 ARMY nomination of John A. 
Temme, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 9, 2024. 

PN1937 ARMY nominations (49) beginning 
JOHN M. AGUILAR, JR., and ending ERIC T. 
PELOSI, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 9, 2024. 

PN1999 ARMY nomination of Dewee S. 
Debusk, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 23, 2024. 

PN2000 ARMY nomination of Kyle Y. 
Tobara, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 23, 2024. 

PN2001 ARMY nominations (4) beginning 
DANIEL E. BALL, and ending CHRIS-
TOPHER E. POWERS, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of July 23, 2024. 

PN2002 ARMY nominations (4) beginning 
SHANNON D. HUNTLEY, and ending WIL-
LIAM D. VANPOOL, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of July 23, 2024. 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 
PN1524 MARINE CORPS nomination of 

Julie N. Marek, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of March 14, 2024. 

IN THE NAVY 
PN1866 NAVY nomination of Juan J. 

Barba-Jaume, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1867 NAVY nomination of Riccardo S. 
Hicks, Jr., which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 20, 2024. 

PN1868 NAVY nomination of Nathan K. 
Magare, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 20, 2024. 

PN1869 NAVY nominations (14) beginning 
JAMES E. BARCLAY, and ending JUSTUS 
E. STECKMAN, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1870 NAVY nominations (12) beginning 
ADAM M. BARONI, and ending LOUDON A. 
WESTGARD, III, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1871 NAVY nominations (5) beginning 
DENNIS J. CRUMP, and ending MATTHEW 
S. MAUPIN, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1872 NAVY nominations (2) beginning 
JOSEPH M. FEDERICO, and ending BRYAN 
J. KAUFFMAN, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1873 NAVY nominations (52) beginning 
CHRISTOPHER M. ANDREWS, and ending 
ANDREW C. WYMAN, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1874 NAVY nominations (12) beginning 
RAFAL B. BANEK, and ending JAMEY R. 
WILSON, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1875 NAVY nominations (10) beginning 
THOMAS P. BYRNES, and ending RAY L. 
WOLCOTT, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1876 NAVY nominations (5) beginning 
FRANCIS A. GOIRAN, and ending SARAH D. 
THOMAS, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1877 NAVY nominations (3) beginning 
JOHN F. LANDIS, and ending RYAN MUR-
PHY, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1878 NAVY nominations (16) beginning 
JOSEPH E. ALLEN, and ending ELLIOT M. 
ROSS, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1879 NAVY nominations (13) beginning 
DAVID F. BELL, and ending JOSEPH R. 
TULLIS, III, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1880 NAVY nominations (17) beginning 
FREDERICK J. AUTH, and ending BRETT 
M. WOODARD, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1881 NAVY nominations (39) beginning 
KWADWO S. AGYEPONG, and ending RYAN 
D. ZACHAR, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1882 NAVY nominations (25) beginning 
KELLY W. AGHA, and ending AMY L. 
YOUNGER, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1883 NAVY nominations (591) beginning 
NICHOLAS H. ABELEIN, and ending TIM-
OTHY J. ZAKRISKI, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1884 NAVY nominations (26) beginning 
GARRETT L. ADAMS, and ending IRIS P. 
WOOD, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1885 NAVY nominations (29) beginning 
BRANDON M. BECKLER, and ending JAMES 
M. ZWEIFEL, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1886 NAVY nominations (13) beginning 
MICHAEL C. BECKER, II, and ending WIL-
LIAM N. ZINICOLALAPIN, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of June 
20, 2024. 

PN1887 NAVY nominations (18) beginning 
JAMES K. BROWN, and ending DAVID K. 
ZIVNUSKA, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1888 NAVY nominations (8) beginning 
DAVID M. GARDNER, and ending LAUREN 
M. SPAZIANO, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1889 NAVY nominations (9) beginning 
TYLER L. BRANHAM, and ending LEE R. 
THACKSTON, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1890 NAVY nominations (3) beginning 
ERIC A. GARDNER, and ending JEREMY S. 

TALMADGE, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1891 NAVY nominations (5) beginning 
JOHAN BAIK, and ending DANIEL A. 
SORENSEN, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1892 NAVY nominations (5) beginning 
RICHARD A. BARKLEY, and ending RICH-
ARD B. WRIGHT, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1893 NAVY nominations (12) beginning 
CHRISTOPHER C. CADY, and ending ROEL 
ROSALEZ, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1894 NAVY nominations (21) beginning 
MILTON G. CASASOLA, and ending PAUL 
S. YOUNG, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1895 NAVY nomination of James F. Sul-
livan, IV, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 20, 2024. 

PN1896 NAVY nomination of Christopher 
R. Napoli, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record 
ofJune 20, 2024. 

PN1897 NAVY nomination of Ross C. Hud-
dleston, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 20, 2024. 

PN1938 NAVY nomination of Ramon L. 
DeJesusmunoz, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 9, 2024. 

PN1939 NAVY nomination of Blaine C. 
Pitkin, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 9, 2024. 

PN1940 NAVY nomination of Kalista M. 
Ming, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
9, 2024. 

PN1941 NAVY nomination of Kevin S. 
McCormick, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 9, 2024. 

PN1942 NAVY nomination of James J. 
Cullen, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 9, 2024. 

PN1943 NAVY nomination of Steven C. 
McGhan, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 9, 2024. 

PN2003 NAVY nominations (81) beginning 
ALLEN M. AGOR, and ending JONATHAN A. 
YUEN, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 23, 2024. 

IN THE SPACE FORCE 
PN1898 SPACE FORCE nomination of 

Lucas M. Malabad, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1899 SPACE FORCE nominations (2) be-
ginning Davin Mao, and ending Daniel S. 
Teel, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 20, 2024. 

PN1944 SPACE FORCE nomination of 
Brenda L. Beegle, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 9, 2024. 

PN1945 SPACE FORCE nominations (13) 
beginning CLIFFORD V. SULHAM, and end-
ing STEPHANIE L. WEXLER, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July 9, 
2024. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will now resume legislative session. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5665 July 31, 2024 
GOOD SAMARITAN REMEDIATION 

OF ABANDONED HARDROCK 
MINES ACT OF 2024 

Mr. WELCH. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 312, S. 2781. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2781) to promote remediation of 

abandoned hardrock mines, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works with 
an amendment to strike all after the 
enacting clause and insert in lieu 
thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Good Samaritan 
Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act 
of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ABANDONED HARDROCK MINE SITE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘abandoned 

hardrock mine site’’ means an abandoned or in-
active hardrock mine site and any facility asso-
ciated with an abandoned or inactive hardrock 
mine site— 

(i) that was used for the production of a min-
eral other than coal conducted on Federal land 
under sections 2319 through 2352 of the Revised 
Statutes (commonly known as the ‘‘Mining Law 
of 1872’’; 30 U.S.C. 22 et seq.) or on non-Federal 
land; and 

(ii) for which, based on information supplied 
by the Good Samaritan after review of publicly 
available data and after review of other infor-
mation in the possession of the Administrator, 
the Administrator or, in the case of a site on 
land owned by the United States, the Federal 
land management agency, determines that no 
responsible owner or operator has been identi-
fied— 

(I) who is potentially liable for, or has been 
required to perform or pay for, environmental 
remediation activities under applicable law; and 

(II) other than, in the case of a mine site lo-
cated on land owned by the United States, a 
Federal land management agency that has not 
been involved in mining activity on that land, 
except that the approval of a plan of operations 
under the hardrock mining regulations of the 
applicable Federal land management agency 
shall not be considered involvement in the min-
ing activity. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘abandoned 
hardrock mine site’’ includes a hardrock mine 
site (including associated facilities) that was 
previously the subject of a completed response 
action under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) or a similar Federal 
and State reclamation or cleanup program, in-
cluding the remediation of mine-scarred land 
under the brownfields revitalization program 
under section 104(k) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 
9604(k)). 

(C) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘abandoned 
hardrock mine site’’ does not include a mine site 
(including associated facilities)— 

(i) in a temporary shutdown or cessation; 
(ii) included on the National Priorities List 

developed by the President in accordance with 
section 105(a)(8)(B) of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9605(a)(8)(B)) or pro-
posed for inclusion on that list; 

(iii) that is the subject of a planned or ongo-
ing response action under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) or 
a similar Federal and State reclamation or 
cleanup program; 

(iv) that has a responsible owner or operator; 
or 

(v) that actively mined or processed minerals 
after December 11, 1980. 

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

(3) APPLICABLE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS.— 
The term ‘‘applicable water quality standards’’ 
means the water quality standards promulgated 
by the Administrator or adopted by a State or 
Indian tribe and approved by the Administrator 
pursuant to the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.). 

(4) BASELINE CONDITIONS.—The term ‘‘baseline 
conditions’’ means the concentrations, loca-
tions, and releases of any hazardous substances, 
pollutants, or contaminants, as described in the 
Good Samaritan permit, present at an aban-
doned hardrock mine site prior to undertaking 
any action under this Act. 

(5) COOPERATING PERSON.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘cooperating per-

son’’ means any person that is named by the 
Good Samaritan in the permit application as a 
cooperating entity. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘cooperating per-
son’’ does not include— 

(i) a responsible owner or operator with re-
spect to the abandoned hardrock mine site de-
scribed in the permit application; 

(ii) a person that had a role in the creation of 
historic mine residue at the abandoned hardrock 
mine site described in the permit application; or 

(iii) a Federal agency. 
(6) COVERED PERMIT.—The term ‘‘covered per-

mit’’ means— 
(A) a Good Samaritan permit; and 
(B) an investigative sampling permit. 
(7) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—The 

term ‘‘Federal land management agency’’ means 
any Federal agency authorized by law or execu-
tive order to exercise jurisdiction, custody, or 
control over land owned by the United States. 

(8) GOOD SAMARITAN.—The term ‘‘Good Sa-
maritan’’ means a person that, with respect to 
historic mine residue, as determined by the Ad-
ministrator— 

(A) is not a past or current owner or operator 
of— 

(i) the abandoned hardrock mine site at which 
the historic mine residue is located; or 

(ii) a portion of that abandoned hardrock 
mine site; 

(B) had no role in the creation of the historic 
mine residue; and 

(C) is not potentially liable under any Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, or local law for the remedi-
ation, treatment, or control of the historic mine 
residue. 

(9) GOOD SAMARITAN PERMIT.—The term 
‘‘Good Samaritan permit’’ means a permit grant-
ed by the Administrator under section 4(a)(1). 

(10) HISTORIC MINE RESIDUE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘historic mine res-

idue’’ means mine residue or any condition at 
an abandoned hardrock mine site resulting from 
hardrock mining activities. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘historic mine res-
idue’’ includes— 

(i) previously mined ores and minerals other 
than coal that contribute to acid mine drainage 
or other pollution; 

(ii) equipment (including materials in equip-
ment); 

(iii) any tailings facilities, heap leach piles, 
dump leach piles, waste rock, overburden, slag 
piles, or other waste or material resulting from 
any extraction, beneficiation, or other proc-
essing activity that occurred during the active 
operation of an abandoned hardrock mine site; 

(iv) any acidic or otherwise polluted flow in 
surface water or groundwater that originates 
from, or is pooled and contained in, an inactive 
or abandoned hardrock mine site, such as un-

derground workings, open pits, in-situ leaching 
operations, ponds, or impoundments; 

(v) any hazardous substance (as defined in 
section 101 of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601)); 

(vi) any pollutant or contaminant (as defined 
in section 101 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601)); and 

(vii) any pollutant (as defined in section 502 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1362)). 

(11) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 
has the meaning given the term in— 

(A) section 518(h) of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(h)); or 

(B) section 101 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601). 

(12) INVESTIGATIVE SAMPLING PERMIT.—The 
term ‘‘investigative sampling permit’’ means a 
permit granted by the Administrator under sec-
tion 4(d)(1). 

(13) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means any 
entity described in— 

(A) section 502(5) of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1362(5)); or 

(B) section 101(21) of the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601(21)). 

(14) REMEDIATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘remediation’’ 

means any action taken to investigate, charac-
terize, or cleanup, in whole or in part, a dis-
charge, release, or threat of release of a haz-
ardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant 
into the environment at or from an abandoned 
hardrock mine site, or to otherwise protect and 
improve human health and the environment. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘remediation’’ in-
cludes any action to remove, treat, or contain 
historic mine residue to prevent, minimize, or re-
duce— 

(i) the release or threat of release of a haz-
ardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant 
that would harm human health or the environ-
ment; or 

(ii) a migration or discharge of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or contaminant that 
would harm human health or the environment. 

(C) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘remediation’’ does 
not include any action that requires plugging, 
opening, or otherwise altering the portal or adit 
of the abandoned hardrock mine site. 

(15) RESERVATION.—The term ‘‘reservation’’ 
has the meaning given the term ‘‘Indian coun-
try’’ in section 1151 of title 18, United States 
Code. 

(16) RESPONSIBLE OWNER OR OPERATOR.—The 
term ‘‘responsible owner or operator’’ means a 
person that is— 

(A)(i) legally responsible under section 301 of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. 1311) for a discharge that originates from 
an abandoned hardrock mine site; and 

(ii) financially able to comply with each re-
quirement described in that section; or 

(B)(i) a present or past owner or operator or 
other person that is liable with respect to a re-
lease or threat of release of a hazardous sub-
stance, pollutant, or contaminant associated 
with the historic mine residue at or from an 
abandoned hardrock mine site under section 104, 
106, 107, or 113 of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9604, 9606, 9607, 9613); and 

(ii) financially able to comply with each re-
quirement described in those sections, as appli-
cable. 
SEC. 3. SCOPE. 

Nothing in this Act— 
(1) except as provided in section 4(n), reduces 

any existing liability under Federal, State, or 
local law; 

(2) except as provided in section 4(n), releases 
any person from liability under Federal, State, 
or local law, except in compliance with this Act; 
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