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This resolution lays out their heroic
service. It talks about the sacrifice.
Mr. President, 58,000 members of the
Armed Forces lost their lives. More
than 300,000 Americans were wounded
in Vietnam. Yet many who served
bravely and faithfully to the United
States during the Vietnam war were
repeatedly targeted with shameful at-
tacks when they came home. Why? I
don’t know. That never really hap-
pened in our history before, and it
should never happen again.

Here is the beautiful thing about our
Vietnam vets: Instead of being wracked
and incapacitated by bitterness or
anger, our Vietnam veterans—and I
have seen it throughout my career in
the military—when they came home,
they said: Here is what we are going to
do. We were treated really poorly. We
are going to work really hard to make
sure that the next generations of vet-
erans who serve overseas aren’t treated
poorly, that we get back to this level of
World War II treatment.

Guess what. The Vietnam vets suc-
ceeded in that. The vast majority of
Americans look at our veterans—
whether they agreed with the war in
Iraq or Afghanistan or anywhere else,
when they see the vets, they say:
Thank you for your heroic service. We
may not have liked the war, but we are
certainly not going to take it out on
you, lieutenant or corporal.

That group—our Vietnam vets—had a
lot to do with us getting back to that
level.

I saw this throughout my entire mili-
tary career. I just retired out of the
Marine Corps a few months ago after 30
years. I will give you one example. I
had a sergeant from one of my Marine
Recon units who was killed by an ava-
lanche in Alaska—a great guy. So we
were having a service to bury him. It
was very somber. I was just a captain,
but I was the lead officer overseeing
this service. These guys pulled up on
motorcycles—Vietnam  vets. There
were like five of them at this service,
just sitting there.

After the service, they came up to
me.

I said: Hey, thank you, guys, for com-
ing to the service of my sergeant.

I said: Did you know him?

No, we didn’t know him. We just saw
that he was Kkilled, and we wanted to
come here to honor him.

Think about that. Those are Vietnam
veterans in my great State of Alaska
who probably didn’t get treated well
but who said: We are going to go to the
funeral of this Marine sergeant to
make sure he gets the respect that ev-
erybody should have gotten and cer-
tainly that the Vietnam vet generation
should have gotten, but so many
didn’t.

So this resolution does that. It recog-
nizes the extraordinary sacrifice of our
Vietnam vets. It commends them for
their courage and sacrifice. It urges the
President and on behalf of the Congress
to formally acknowledge the wide-
spread mistreatment of veterans of the
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Vietnam war when they came back
home. It offers, on behalf of the Con-
gress, a long overdue apology, and it
encourages and expresses support for
increased education in the schools of
the United States to reflect on and
learn about the courage and sacrifice of
this group of veterans and, unfortu-
nately, sometimes the lack of support
when they came home. So that is what
the resolution does.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 778, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 778) acknowledging
the courage and sacrifice of veterans of the
Vietnam war and expressing regret for the
mistreatment of veterans returning home
from the war.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SULLIVAN. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 778) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, with
that, given that there is no objection,
that Senate resolution has now passed
in the United States. It unanimously is
on record finally, in 2024, thanking our
Vietnam veterans for their service, for
their sacrifice; acknowledging the mis-
treatment they got when they came
home; welcoming them home; and say-
ing, on behalf of the Congress of the
United States, we do apologize for the
mistreatment that you received, and
we know that you are the key to mak-
ing sure future generations of veterans
are honored.

So to our Vietnam vets,
home.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

NOMINATION OF STACEY D. NEUMANN

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today
the Senate will vote to confirm Stacey
Neumann to the U.S. District Court for
the District of Maine.

Ms. Neumann earned her B.A. from
James Madison University (2000) and
her J.D. from Cornell Law School
(2005). Following law school, she
clerked for Judge John A. Dooley on
the Vermont Supreme Court and Judge
Peter W. Hall on the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit.

welcome
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Ms. Neumann began her legal career
with the Chittenden County Public De-
fender Office in Vermont. In 2009, she
joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the District of Maine as a special as-
sistant U.S. attorney and became an
assistant U.S. attorney in 2010. At the
U.S. Attorney’s Office, she served as
the Project Safe Childhood Coordi-
nator. In this role, she was responsible
for investigating and ©prosecuting
crimes involving the possession, trans-
portation, and production of child sex-
ual abuse material.

Since 2013, Ms. Neumann has been a
litigator with Murray Plumb & Mur-
ray, where she maintains a diverse
practice that consists of criminal,
civil, and administrative matters. She
has focused her civil practice on rep-
resenting employees in workplace dis-
crimination cases while also serving as
a member of the Criminal Justice Act
panel, accepting appointed indigent cli-
ents.

Over the course of her legal career,
Ms. Neumann has handled 15 trials or
adjudicated matters that proceeded to
verdict or judgment.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Ms. Neumann as ‘‘well
qualified,” and she has the support of
her home State Senators, Ms. COLLINS
and Mr. KING.

Ms. Neumann’s diverse experience as
a litigator and commitment to service
make her well-prepared to serve on the
bench with distinction. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting her
nomination.

VOTE ON NEUMANN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Neumann nomination?

Ms. ROSEN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. OSSOFF), the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER), and
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 223 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Carper Graham
Bennet Casey Hassan
Blumenthal Collins Heinrich
Booker Coons Hickenlooper
Brown Cortez Masto Hirono
Butler Duckworth Kaine
Cantwell Durbin Kelly
Cardin Gillibrand King
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Klobuchar Peters Stabenow
Lujan Reed Tester
Manchin Rosen Tillis
Markey Sanders Van Hollen
Merkley Schatz Warren
Murkowski Schumer Welch
Murphy Shaheen Whitehouse
Murray inema
Padilla Smith Wyden
NAYS—43

Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Grassley Ricketts
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Braun Hawley Rounds
Britt Hoeven Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Kennedy
Cornyn Lankford Sﬁtl)fi‘i/;iC)
Cotton Lee

: Thune
Cramer Lummis .
Crapo Marshall Tlllbervﬂle
Cruz McConnell Wicker
Daines Moran Young
Ernst Mullin

NOT VOTING—17

Fetterman Romney Warnock
Menendez Vance
Ossoff Warner

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). The Senator from Hawaii.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE MAUI WILDFIRES

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, for so
many people in Lahaina, next week
marks 1 year since the worst day of
their lives. They watched in horror as
wind-whipped fires barreled into town
at blistering speed and sent everything
in their path up in flames. They saw
the only homes and places they had
ever known and lived in fall around
them. And with just minutes to escape,
they gathered whatever they could and
ran for their lives.

It is a testament to the generosity
and camaraderie that typifies Hawaii
that, even amid all of that panic and
chaos, so many people put their loved
ones, their neighbors, and total strang-
ers before themselves. In their darkest
hour, their first instinct was to provide
help. In that moment, everyday people
became eternal heroes.

The outpouring of Kkindness contin-
ued far beyond those first few hours. As
the grim and heartbreaking reality of
death and destruction set in, people did
everything that they could to ease the
burden, even if just a little bit. Every-
body pitched in—not because they were
asked but because they saw that their
ohana needed help.

For the survivors who lost every-
thing in an instant, no amount of help
is ever truly enough. Mr. President, 102
people died that day; 2,200 structures,
most of them homes, flattened. More
than 12,000 residents were displaced
overnight. And so the process of recov-
ery was never going to be quick or
easy. This was always going to be a
yearslong effort, riddled with stubborn
realities to confront and difficult chal-
lenges to overcome.

And in spite of the grace and good
will of the community, in spite of a ro-
bust Federal response since the very
beginning, there is still so much unmet
need and unfinished work. And, under-
standably, people are worried and anx-
ious and exhausted. They are tired of
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having to uproot their families from
one temporary housing unit to the
next, every few weeks or every few
months. They are tired of wondering
what the future holds and if that future
will be on Maui at all. They worry
about their friends and their neighbors
grappling with depression and post-
traumatic stress from the lingering
trauma of the fires. They worry about
their kids missing out on school and
getting left behind.

One year later, people’s lives are no-
where near back to normal. National
headlines may have moved on, but life
for survivors has not. They still need
help.

From the very next day after the
fires, following President Biden’s dis-
aster declaration, the Federal Govern-
ment mobilized a sweeping recovery ef-
fort that has delivered more than $300
million in aid to date.

Here in Congress, Senator MAZIE
HIRONO, Representative JILL TOKUDA,
Representative ED CASE, and I worked
with colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to deliver disaster relief funding
and get survivors the help that they
deserve.

And while we should be clear-eyed
about the long road ahead, it is worth,
just for a moment, reflecting on the
progress that has been made. After a
year of round-the-clock work from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, debris
removal is entering the final stretch
and is expected to be completed in the
coming months. Water and wastewater
services have been fully restored as of
2 weeks ago. And a temporary campus
for King Kamehameha III Elementary
School was built from the ground up in
just 95 days and opened its doors to
students in April.

That progress is real. And it is the
reason for hope that things can and
will improve. But there is still so much
work left to do. Housing remains the
number one issue. Businesses still need
help as tourism lags. And people of all
ages need expanded access to mental
health resources and other healthcare.

Every part of the government—
whether it is Federal, State, or coun-
ty—has a responsibility to help the
survivors get back on their feet.

And right now, for Congress, that
means passing the President’s domestic
supplemental appropriations request,
which includes significant investments
in the CDBG-DR Program; that is,
Community Development Block Grant
Disaster Recovery. CDBG-DR has, for
decades, been the lifeline for disaster
survivors across the country, giving
them flexible, long-term assistance to
rebuild their homes and their busi-
nesses and their neighborhoods. This is
a proven program that has helped re-
vive dozens of devastated communities
and has to be extended for the sur-
vivors on Maui as they try to recover.

For the people of Lahaina, the past
year has been a year of uncertainty
and unease; unspeakable grief and
heartache; impossible choices; a year
of what ifs and what’s nexts. Nothing
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will ever fully replace the people and
the things that were lost on that
harrowing day about a year ago.

But what we can do is be there for
them as they recover, for as long as it
takes, every step of the way. That is
our responsibility, and that is our
promise.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
Vladimir Putin and Xi often call for
what they call a multipolar world. By
“multipolar world,” these Presidents
of Russia and China mean to criticize
the post-Cold War situation with the
United States as the preeminent super-
power.

Even some American commentators
and politicians seem to agree with
Putin and Xi.

In some corners of American foreign
policy thought, there is an implicit ac-
ceptance of the premise that large,
powerful countries are entitled to a
certain sphere of influence and where
they can, at the same time, dominate
their neighbors against the will of the
people who live in those countries.

The Soviet Union previously had an
ideology of exporting communist revo-
lution to other countries. The Soviet
Union sought to dominate much of the
Eurasian continent and to export its
economic and political system to coun-
tries around the globe, either by cun-
ning or by force.

When the Berlin Wall fell and the
then-Soviet Union collapsed, many pre-
viously captive nations became free to
chart their own course. As a result,
many of them chose free market de-
mocracy.

Those countries also naturally chose
to develop good relationships with the
United States and what we call the
West—countries of the West.

Putin clearly sees this as a humilia-
tion. And he famously called the col-
lapse of the Soviet empire as ‘‘the
greatest geopolitical disaster of the
20th century.”

By contrast to the Soviet Union, the
United States is what we might call a
reluctant superpower—I think some-
times too reluctant.

We never set out to have the most
powerful military. The instinct of the
American people was to stay out of
World War I and World War II. We then
learned that our failure to nip aggres-
sion in the bud and do it early comes at
a tremendous cost.

Still, our instinctual reluctance to
get involved in foreign wars is to our
credit. I am not saying that we have
never deviated from our general nature
or made mistakes. But I believe that
imperialism is contrary to the Amer-
ican character.

During the Cold War, Margaret
Thatcher had this to say—and bear
with me because it is a fairly long
quote. Margaret Thatcher said this:

It is fashionable for some commentators to
speak of the two super powers—United
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