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Yet the Biden-Harris administration 

has repeatedly appeased the radical 
pro-Hamas elements of their base. In 
fact, President Biden had to be pres-
sured to put a meeting on the calendar 
with the Prime Minister. That should 
have been a no-brainer. 

Vice President KAMALA HARRIS, 
whose only constitutional duty is to 
preside over the Senate, didn’t even at-
tend today’s speech. She has one job— 
and I understand that being the pre-
sumptive nominee is new, but she does 
have a day job. Instead, she chose a 
petty snub of our closest ally in the 
Middle East and a democratically 
elected leader. This is not how America 
should treat its allies. 

Sadly, this is one part of a larger pat-
tern. The Biden-Harris administration 
has consistently undermined Israel’s 
democratically elected government. 
After taking office, this administration 
gave $730 million to UNRWA, an orga-
nization that has been described as es-
sentially being a branch of Hamas. 
President Trump had ended their U.S. 
taxpayer funding. President Biden and 
Vice President HARRIS brought it back. 
Their actions caused American tax-
payer dollars to directly support 
Hamas terrorists in their attacks on 
our ally and our citizens. 

At least 12 UNRWA employees, fund-
ed in part by Biden-Harris, directly 
participated in the barbaric terror at-
tack on October 7. Over 100 UNRWA 
employees have ties to Hamas or other 
Islamic jihad entities. Over 1,200 
Israelis were killed, including nearly 
two dozen American citizens. Many 
were taken as hostages. Eight Ameri-
cans are still being held hostage today 
somewhere in Gaza 291 days after Octo-
ber 7. 

We need to stand with Israel until 
Israel completes its mission to free the 
hostages, bring justice to the terror-
ists, and restore peace. That is the best 
solution for the Israelis. That is the 
best solution for the Gazans. That is 
the best solution, period. 

The Biden-Harris administration has 
also pressured Israel toward a cease- 
fire with the same barbaric Hamas ter-
rorists who want to kill Jews and have 
pledged to continue to perpetrate 
atrocities like October 7. Meanwhile, 
Biden and Harris have repeatedly with-
held or delayed critical shipments of 
weapons needed to destroy Hamas. 
They have attacked the legitimacy of 
Israel’s democratically elected leader. 
So much for ‘‘ironclad.’’ 

Americans stand with Israel. My col-
leagues and I stand with Israel. We are 
proud to stand with Israel. The Biden- 
Harris administration should do the 
same. 

Thank you to Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu for his comments 
earlier today. They reminded us why it 
is so important that Israel is successful 
in destroying Hamas. They will be 
doing the world and civilization a favor 
in doing so. 

Thank you to my colleagues for join-
ing me today on the floor. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 702, Adam 
B. Landy, of South Carolina, to be a Judge of 
the United States Tax Court for a term of fif-
teen years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Ron Wyden, Alex 
Padilla, Debbie Stabenow, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, 
Tim Kaine, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Christopher Murphy, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Richard Blumenthal, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Christopher A. Coons, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Chris Van Hollen, 
Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Adam B. Landy, of South Carolina, 
to be a Judge of the United States Tax 
Court for a term of fifteen years, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE) and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 85, 
nays 12, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 216 Ex.] 
YEAS—85 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 

Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 

Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—12 

Cruz 
Ernst 
Hagerty 
Hawley 

Hyde-Smith 
Kennedy 
Marshall 
Rubio 

Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—3 

Lee Menendez Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
OSSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 85, 

the nays are 12, and the motion is 
agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Adam B. Landy, of South 
Carolina, to be a Judge of the United 
States Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 551, Mar-
garet L. Taylor, of Maryland, to be Legal Ad-
viser of the Department of State. 

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Alex Padilla, Christopher A. Coons, 
Christopher Murphy, Chris Van Hollen, 
Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Jack Reed, Peter Welch, Jeff Merkley, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Tim Kaine, Richard Blumenthal, Brian 
Schatz. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho. 

Mr. RISCH. I ask for up to 5 minutes, 
equally divided for myself and Senator 
CARDIN, prior to the rollcall vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF MARGARET L. TAYLOR 
Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I rise in 

opposition to the nomination of Mar-
garet Taylor to be Legal Adviser of the 
Department of State. 

While serving as general counsel at 
USAID, some USAID contractors and 
partners repeatedly promoted abortion 
overseas in violation of clear U.S. law. 
The legal office is responsible for inter-
preting how, when, and where U.S. laws 
are applied across the full range of U.S. 
diplomatic engagement and foreign as-
sistance programs. 

Given her negligence in applying 
longstanding, clear-cut laws restricting 
abortion advocacy at USAID and the 
lack of enforcement, I have zero con-
fidence in her willingness and ability 
to manage this enormous responsi-
bility at the Department of State. 

In addition to these concerns, I have 
an even additional reason for that, and 
that is the fact that the State Depart-
ment refuses to share the information 
about Rob Malley’s suspended security 
clearance. Mr. Malley was U.S. Special 
Envoy to Iran and was engaged in 
back-channel talks with the regime. 
Last April, his security clearance was 
suspended without explanation. 

For over a year now, I and Democrats 
have asked for information on the sus-
pension: Can the Department confirm 
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Mr. Malley mishandled classified infor-
mation by storing secret documents in 
his personal email? Did he send this in-
formation to anyone before he was al-
legedly hacked and information was 
stolen? Why hasn’t the Department of 
Justice charged him? 

I get no answers to these; neither do 
the Democrats. The State Department 
admits they have this information but 
refuses to give it to us. 

In light of all of the above, I cannot 
support and will not vote for Ms. Tay-
lor’s nomination and encourage my 
colleagues to do likewise. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, first I 
have got to acknowledge that I am not 
objective when it comes to Margaret 
Taylor, since I have had a chance to 
work with her. When I was the ranking 
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, she was the legal 
counsel for the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee for the Democrats. 
She was well respected in the legal ad-
vice that she gave us, both to Repub-
licans and Democrats, and well re-
spected by all Members of our com-
mittee. She is an outstanding public 
servant and is desperately needed to 
have a confirmed position for legal 
counsel in the State Department. 

And, I must tell you, it is no surprise 
that all of the living former Legal Ad-
visers, from Reagan to Trump—40 
years, Democrats and Republicans— 
wrote to our committee to strongly en-
dorse her and urge her prompt con-
firmation. 

In regards to the two points that 
Senator RISCH has raised, one in re-
gards to the interpretation of reproduc-
tive rights, she advised full compliance 
with U.S. law, including relating to 
statutory restrictions on foreign as-
sistance related to reproductive health. 
It is the same advice that was given by 
general counsel to the Trump adminis-
tration. There was no difference be-
tween the two administrations. 

And as for the issue concerning Mr. 
Malley, that issue was 6 months before 
this nomination was considered. 

This nomination needs to be con-
firmed. We need to have a confirmed 
person in this position. There has been 
no substantive argument as to why she 
should not be confirmed. She is highly 
qualified. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Margaret L. Taylor, of Maryland, to 
be Legal Adviser of the Department of 
State, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator 
from Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL), the Senator 
from Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE), and 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 217 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lummis 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cruz 
Lee 

Marshall 
Menendez 

Tuberville 
Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 43. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Margaret L. 
Taylor, of Maryland, to be Legal Ad-
viser of the Department of State. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). The Senator from Massachusetts. 

TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION ON INDIAN 
BOARDING SCHOOL POLICIES ACT 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I 
rise today in support of my bill, the 
Truth and Healing Commission on In-
dian Boarding School Policies Act. If 
voted into law, this bill would begin 
the process of delivering long overdue 
justice to stolen Native children and to 
their communities. 

The Indian Boarding School system 
was one of the most devastating Fed-
eral creations in American history. 
The scale was truly staggering. For 
over a century, the United States 
forced hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren out of their homes and into over 
500 ‘‘boarding schools.’’ These boarding 
schools were not unlike prisons. 

At least 408 schools were federally 
funded. They were scattered across 37 
States, including Alaska and Hawaii. 
By the 1920s, 83 percent of school-age 
indigenous children were in boarding 
schools—imagine, four out of every five 
Native children taken from their fami-
lies, some never to be seen again. 

The process was a waking nightmare. 
Armed officers were sent onto reserva-
tions to rip children as young as 4 from 
their families. Mothers and fathers who 
resisted could be severely punished. 

Once at boarding school, kids were 
stripped of their heritage. Their hair 
was cut off, their clothing was burned, 
and they were given new names. Chil-
dren who tried to practice even rem-
nants of their Native cultures could be 
starved, whipped, and put in solitary 
confinement. Many children were 
farmed out to nearby properties for 
forced labor. Some were deployed to 
fight in war. Some were sexually 
abused. 

Conditions at the boarding schools 
were deadly. Dormitories were over-
crowded so that diseases spread easily. 
Documentation shows that hundreds of 
children died in these schools. It is es-
timated that the actual number of 
deaths was in the thousands or possibly 
even the tens of thousands. So far, 53 
mass graves have been uncovered. 
Some are unmarked. Many children’s 
remains were never returned to their 
families. 

The boarding schools’ motto was 
‘‘Kill the Indian, and save the man.’’ 
This approach was part of a larger ef-
fort. By isolating children from their 
families and their cultures, it was pos-
sible to break down the fabric of Tribal 
nations and take land more easily. De-
cision makers calculated that it was 
‘‘cheaper to educate our wards than to 
make war on them.’’ 

Congress funded the majority of 
these schools, often using funds held in 
trust accounts that were legally des-
ignated for the benefit of Tribal na-
tions. Congress paid for the schools and 
then authorized law enforcement to 
take Indian children from their homes 
and their Tribes. It now comes to this 
Congress to do everything we can to 
begin to heal the damage that this 
body inflicted. 

Make no mistake, the harms of the 
Indian boarding schools live on today. 
In my time working on this bill, I have 
heard countless harrowing stories from 
survivors and from their families. 
There isn’t an indigenous community 
in this country that hasn’t been af-
fected. Survivors have faced chronic 
medical issues and psychological trau-
ma. They have struggled to reconnect 
with their loved ones, their language, 
and their cultures. We cannot rectify 
that past until we face it head-on. 

There is still so much that we don’t 
know about these boarding schools. We 
don’t know how many children died in 
boarding school custody. We don’t 
know the full spectrum of the violence 
that occurred. We don’t know all of the 
ways the schools affect survivors and 
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