S5188

Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval;
Virginia; Revision Listing and Implementing
the 2010 Primary Sulfur Dioxide National
Ambient Air Quality Standard for the Giles
County Nonattainment Area’” (FRL No.
11418-02-R3) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5422. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Air Plan Approval;
Colorado; 2017 Base Year Inventory and
Emission Statement Rule Marginal Non-
attainment Requirements, Revisions to Reg-
ulation 37 (FRL No. 11837-02-R8) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
22, 2024; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-5423. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Designations of
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes;
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut; New
York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-
NJ-CT 2015 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment
Area; Reclassification to Serious’ (FRL No.
12108-01-R1) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5424. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Clean Air Act Re-
classification; Colorado; Reclassification of
the Denver Metro/North Front Range 2015
Ozone Nonattainment Area to Serious’ (FRL
No. 12110-01-R8) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5425. A communication from the In-
spector General, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘‘Part D Plans Gen-
erally Include Drugs Commonly Used By
Dual-Eligible Enrollees: 2024’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-5426. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance under
Section 367(b) Related to Certain Triangular
Reorganizations and Inbound Nonrecognition
Transactions” (RIN1545-BM19) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 22,
2024; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-5427. A communication from the Secu-
rity Officer II of the Office of Senate Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
regarding The New Start Treaty (0SS-2024-
0897); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-5428. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal
Year 2022 Report to Congress on the Nurse
Corps Loan Repayment and Scholarship Pro-
gram’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-5429. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Geri-
atrics Academic Career Awards Program FY
2017-FY 2022”’; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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EC-5430. A communication from the Acting
Secretary of Labor and the Acting Director
of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation’s fiscal
year 2023 Actuarial Evaluation of the Ex-
pected Operations and Status of the PBGC
Funds; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-5431. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 256-497, “‘Dedication of Lot 841 in
Square 5755 for Alley Purposes, S.0. 22-01599,
Act of 2024”; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5432. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 25-498, ‘‘Unlawful Restrictions in
Land Records Act of 2024”’; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-5433. A communication from the Chair-
man of the U.S. Election Assistance Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Commission’s Semiannual Report of the In-
spector General for the period from October
1, 2023 through March 31, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-5434. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 25-507, ‘‘Lafayette Elementary
School Grass Field Temporary Amendment
Act of 2024”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5435. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 25-508, ‘“‘Department of For-Hire
Vehicles Delivery Vehicle Traffic Enforce-
ment Expansion Temporary Amendment Act
of 2024”’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-5436. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 25-509, ‘‘Pesticide Operations
Temporary Amendment Act of 2024°’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-5437. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 256-510, “‘DC Water Critical Infra-
structure Freedom of Information Clarifica-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2024’’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-5438. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Department’s activities under
the Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons
Act during fiscal year 2023; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-5439. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice,
transmitting, a legislative proposal that
would amend the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines
applicable to human smuggling offenses to
address serious deficiencies that frustrate ef-
forts to obtain justice at sentencing for vic-
tims; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-5440. A communication from the Chair
of the Administrative Conference of the
United States, transmitting, a report of the
recommendations adopted by the Adminis-
trative Conference of the United States at
its 81st Plenary Session; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-5441. A communication from the Chief
Financial Officer of the National Tropical
Botanical Garden, transmitting, pursuant to
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law, a report relative to an audit of the Gar-
den for the period from January 1, 2023,
through December 31, 2023; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-5442. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Exemption of ‘Diversity and Equal Employ-
ment Program Records’”’ (RIN2900-AR95) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 22, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

EC-5443. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the
Northeastern United States; Black Sea Bass
Fishery; 2018 February Recreational Season
Modification’ (RIN0648-BH35) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
23, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5444. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Northeastern TUnited
States; Summer Flounder, and Black Sea
Bass Fisheries; Commercial Accountability
Measures Framework Adjustment’ (RIN0648—
BHS80) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 23, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-5445. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Northeastern TUnited
States; Atlantic Herring Fishery; Adjust-
ments to 2018 Management Area Annual
Catch Limits; Correction” (RIN0648-XF'898)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 23, 2024; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-5446. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Establishment and Amend-
ment of United States Area Navigation
Routes; Eastern United States’” ((RIN2120-
AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2023-2040)) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
17, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-5447. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations, Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management, Department of the Interior,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Notice to Lessees and Opera-
tors of Federal Oil and Gas, and Sulphur
Leases in the Gulf of Mexico Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Expanded Rice’s Whale Protec-
tion Efforts During Reinitiated Consultation
with NMFS” (BOEM NTL No. 2023-G01) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 17, 2024; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

——————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-144. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee
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applying to the United States Congress pur-
suant to Article V of the United States Con-
stitution to call a convention for proposing
amendments to set a limit on the number of
terms to which a person may be elected as a
Member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and to set a limit on the num-
ber of terms to which a person may be elect-
ed as a Member of the United States Senate;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 5

Whereas, Article V of the United States
Constitution requires the United States Con-
gress to call a convention for the purpose of
proposing amendments to the United States
Constitution upon application of two-thirds
of the legislatures of the several states; now,
therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives
of the One Hundred Thirteenth General Assem-
bly of the State of Tennessee, the Senate con-
curring, that the General Assembly hereby
makes an application to Congress, as pro-
vided by Article V of the Constitution of the
United States of America, to call a conven-
tion limited to proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States of
America to set a limit on the number of
terms to which a person may be elected as a
member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and to set a limit on the num-
ber of terms to which a person may be elect-
ed as a member of the United States Senate.
Be it further

Resolved, That copies of this application be
sent to the President and the Secretary of
the Senate of the United States, and the
Speaker and Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States; to the
members of the said Senate and House of
Representatives from this State; and to the
presiding officers of each of the leglslative
houses in the several states, requesting their
cooperation. Be it further

Resolved, That this application be consid-
ered as covering the same subject matter as
the applications from other states to Con-
gress to call a convention to set a limit on
the number of terms to which a person may
be elected to the House of Representatives of
the United States and to the Senate of the
United States; and that this application be
aggregated with the same for the purpose of
attaining the two-thirds of states necessary
to require Congress to call a limited conven-
tion on this subject; and that this applica-
tion will not be aggregated with any other
applications on any other subject. Be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That this application constitutes
a continuing application in accordance with
Article V of the Constitution of the United
States of America until the legislatures of at
least two-thirds of the several states have
made applications on the same subject.

POM-145. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Maryland
urging the federal government to publish,
without delay, the federal Equal Rights
Amendment as the Twenty-eighth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution and the
United States Congress to pass a joint reso-
lution affirming the Equal Rights Amend-
ment as the Twenty-eighth Amendment; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 1

Whereas, In 1972, the 92nd Congress of the
United States, at its second session, in both
houses, by a constitutional majority of two-
thirds, adopted the following proposition to
amend the U.S. Constitution:

“Joint Resolution Resolved by the House
of Representatives and Senate of the United
States of America in Congress Assembled
(Two-Thirds of Each House Concurring
Therein), That the following article is pro-
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posed as an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, which shall be valid to
all intents and purposes as a part of the Con-
stitution when ratified by the legislatures of
three-fourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submission
by the Congress:
ARTICLE

Section 1. Equality of rights under the law
shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of sex.

Section 2. The Congress shall have the
power to enforce, by appropriate legislation,
the provisions of this article.

Section 3. This amendment shall take ef-
fect two years after the date of ratifica-
tion.”’; and

Whereas, Article V of the U.S. Constitu-
tion provides a two-step procedure for the
adoption of an amendment; and

Whereas, The first requirement for the
adoption of an amendment under Article V is
the proposal of an amendment either by a
two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress,
or by a convention called by application of
two-thirds of the states; and

Whereas, The second requirement for the
adoption of an amendment under Article V is
ratification of an amendment by three-
fourths of the states; and

Whereas, The U.S. Constitution does not
limit the time for states to ratify an amend-
ment and does not grant Congress the au-
thority to unilaterally limit the time by
which an amendment may be ratified; and

Whereas, A time limitation for the ratifi-
cation of amendments by the states would be
a substantive change to the U.S. Constitu-
tion; and

Whereas, To have full force and effect, a
substantive change to the U.S. Constitution
must be within the text of an amendment so
that it may be ratified by the states as part
of the requirements of Article V; and

Whereas, The time limitation on state
ratifications was in the preamble section of
the resolution by Congress and not within
the text of the amendment presented to
states for state approval; and

Whereas, Because of the placement of the
time limitation, the states ratified the text
of the Equal Rights Amendment but did not
ratify the time limit by Congress; and

Whereas, A time limit was approved in the
Equal Rights Amendment by Congress in
1972, but has not been subsequently approved
by the states and thus is without force or ef-
fect; and

Whereas, In comparison, in 1978, Congress
passed the District of Columbia Voting
Rights Amendment, which included a time
limitation within the text of the Amendment
offered to the states for ratification; and

Whereas, The time limitation for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment
ended before ratification of the amendment
by three-fourths of the states; and

Whereas, Because the time limit was with-
in the text of the District of Columbia Vot-
ing Rights Amendment, the time limit had
full force and effect and the amendment ex-
pired in 1985; and

Whereas, In comparison, the Twenty-first
Amendment and the Twenty-second Amend-
ment include time limitations within the
text of each amendment, and the timelines
were ratified by three-fourths of the states
in accordance with the text of the amend-
ments; and

Whereas, In 1789, the First Congress pro-
posed, in accordance with Article V, the
Madison Amendment relating to compensa-
tion of members of Congress; and

Whereas, Over 202 years later, the Madison
Amendment was ratified by three-fourths of
the states; and

Whereas, In 1992, having finally met the re-
quirements of Article V, the Madison
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Amendment was published as the 27th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution by the
Archivist of the United States during the
Administration of President George H.W.
Bush; and

Whereas, Following publication of the
Madison Amendment by the Archivist of the
United States, Congress affirmed the Madi-
son Amendment as the Twenty-seventh
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; and

Whereas, As of January 27, 2020, three-
fourths of the states have ratified the Equal
Rights Amendment; and

Whereas, Unlike the District of Columbia
Voting Rights Amendment, the Equal Rights
Amendment does not contain a time limit in
its text where it would be of full force and ef-
fect; and

Whereas, In contrast to the Madison
Amendment, which took 203 years to ratify,
the Equal Rights Amendment took only 48
years to ratify; and

Whereas, The text of Article V of the U.S.
Constitution grants the states the power of
ratification, not rescission; and

Whereas, Samuel Johnson’s dictionary of
1755 defines ‘‘ratify’ as ‘‘to confirm; to set-
tle’’; and

Whereas, Bouvier’s Law Dictionary of 1856,
considered to be the first American legal dic-
tionary, states that a ratification once done,
‘“‘cannot be revoked or recalled’’; and

Whereas, James Madison wrote in a July
20, 1788, letter to Alexander Hamilton that
ratification is ‘‘in toto and for ever’’; and

Whereas, Various attempts to rescind rati-
fications of provisions of the U.S. Constitu-
tion or its amendments, including the Four-
teenth, Fifteenth, and Nineteenth Amend-
ments, have never been honored; and

Whereas, The General Assembly of Mary-
land set a precedent for this resolution in
1961 by passing House Joint Resolution 14
urging Congress to pass the Equal Rights
Amendment; and

Whereas, Maryland was one of the early
states to ratify the Equal Rights Amend-
ment in May 1972, two months after Congress
proposed it for ratification; and

Whereas, Maryland adopted the Maryland
Equal Rights Amendment to the Maryland
Constitution in 1972; and

Whereas, The Maryland Equal Rights
Amendment is only effective to the degree
that it does not conflict with federal law;
and

Whereas, The Maryland Attorney General
filed an amicus brief in 2022 in support of a
lawsuit brought by three ratifying states to
require the Archivist of the United States to
certify and publish the Equal Rights Amend-
ment as an amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion; and

Whereas, Over several decades, the General
Assembly of Maryland has passed laws and
created protections attempting to guarantee
equal rights under the law for all Maryland-
ers, regardless of race, color, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, age, disability, creed, religion,
or sex—which includes legal equality and
protection from discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation, gender identity, gen-
der expression, pregnancy, pregnancy out-
comes, and decisions regarding reproductive
healthcare or other aspects of an individual’s
bodily autonomy; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the General Assembly of Mary-
land, That it is the opinion of the General
Assembly of Maryland that the Equal Rights
Amendment meets the requirements of Arti-
cle V of the U.S. Constitution and should be
recognized as the 28th Amendment; and be it
further

Resolved, That the General Assembly of
Maryland urges the Administration of Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden to publish, without
delay, the Equal Rights Amendment as the
28th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution;
and be it further
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Resolved, That the General Assembly of
Maryland urges the Congress of the United
States to pass a joint resolution affirming
the Equal Rights Amendment as the 28th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; and be
it further

Resolved, That the General Assembly of
Maryland calls on other states to join in this
action by passing similar resolutions; and be
it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
forwarded by the Department of Legislative
Services to the Honorable Joseph R. Biden,
President of the United States of America,
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington,
D.C. 20500; the Honorable Kamala Harris,
Vice President of the United States, Presi-
dent of the United States Senate, Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the
Honorable Colleen Joy Shogan, Archivist of
the United States, National Archives and
Records Administration, 700 Pennsylvania
Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20408; the
Maryland Congressional Delegation; and the
presiding officer of each House of the legisla-
ture of each state of the United States, with
the request that it be circulated among lead-
ership of the legislative branch of the state
governments.

POM-146. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee
urging the federal government to do all with-
in its power to secure the border and protect
our country; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 801

Whereas, recent events in Texas have dem-
onstrated the federal government’s disin-
clination to fulfill a duty imposed by the
United States Constitution and federal stat-
utory law, namely the protection of the sev-
eral states from illegal immigration; and

Whereas, the security of our nation’s bor-
ders and the safety of our citizens are para-
mount to protecting the American way of
life; and

Whereas, due to the present administra-
tion’s abrogation of its duty to secure the
border, more than six million illegal immi-
grants have crossed our southern border in
the last three years; and

Whereas, Article 1, §10, Clause 3, of the
United States Constitution reserves to the
states the right of self-defense, including the
right to secure a state’s border against an in-
vasion; and

Whereas, the state of Texas has acted prop-
erly in declaring an invasion pursuant to
such constitutional provision and invoking
Texas’s constitutional authority to defend
and protect its citizens and sovereign prop-
erty; and

Whereas, the Texas National Guard, Texas
Department of Public Safety officers, and
other qualified Texas personnel have been
deployed to secure the Texas border; and

Whereas, federal government officials and
agencies have since encroached upon Texas’s
constitutional right to protect against
threats to the public safety; and

Whereas, the members of this General As-
sembly have consistently taken steps to ad-
dress illegal immigration in Tennessee and
support the state of Texas in doing likewise;
now, therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the One Hundred Thirteenth General Assembly
of the State of Tennessee, the Senate Concur-
ring, That this General Assembly stands in
support of the state of Texas’s efforts to se-
cure its border against illegal immigration
and affirms the several states’ constitutional
right to protect and defend their citizens and
property against any threat to public safety
and security; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Assembly com-
mends Governor Lee for previous support of
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securing the Texas border and urges him to
send continued support; and be it further

Resolved, That this General Assembly urges
the federal government to do all within its
power to secure the border and protect our
country; and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the
United States, the U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Governor of the State of
Tennessee, the Speaker and the Clerk of the
United States House of Representatives, the
President and the Secretary of the United
States Senate, each member of the Ten-
nessee Congressional delegation, and the
Governor of Texas.

POM-147. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Louisiana urging the United States Congress
to reform the Foreign Intelligence & Surveil-
lance Act and the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Court and restore the rights of pri-
vacy and unreasonable search and seizure
that have been taken from the American
people by actions of Congress; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 111

Whereas, the United States Constitution
was enacted as the foundational law of the
land in 1787; and

Whereas, the first ten amendments of the
United States Constitution contain the in-
violate and irrevocable set of God-given and
inalienable rights that all persons in the
United States of America maintain; and

Whereas, foundational in these rights are
speech, assembly, search and seizure with a
valid warrant, to face one’s accuser, religion,
private property, and many others; and

Whereas, there have been many moments
in the nation’s history when the arms of gov-
ernment and tyrannical rules and congress
have tried to curtail and subvert these lib-
erties and withhold the rights of citizens to
further governmental objectives; and

Whereas, the misdeeds of government in-
clude Woodrow Wilson’s Sedition Act, which
imprisoned Americans for speaking out
against United States involvement in World
War I, the Palmer Raids which ushered in an
era of kickdown searches and harassment of
political opponents, the imprisonment of
American citizens of Japanese ancestry dur-
ing World War II, repeated and incessant vio-
lation of the Fourth Amendment by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and ele-
ments of the American intelligence commu-
nity, and the century long Jim Crow era,
which saw tacit and active governmental
measures to repress the rights of Americans
of color; and

Whereas, the Church Hearings of the mid
1970s brought to light many misdeeds of the
United States government and precipitated
badly needed reform of federal enforcement
and intelligence community activities; and

Whereas, in 1978, the United States govern-
ment took great steps and established clear
procedures for the physical and electronic
surveillance and collection of foreign intel-
ligence information and separated out pro-
tections for United States citizens by the
Foreign Intelligence and Surveillance Act
(FISA); and

Whereas, the FISA law established the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court
(FISC) which is a court that holds nonpublic
sessions to consider issuing federal search
warrants; and

Whereas, the FISC lacks many of the con-
stitutionally provided precautions afforded
to litigants in other federal courts of law,
such as the right of a private party to be
present at the proceedings; further, the FISC
has been called out and cited as being the
subject of misfeasance and malfeasance by
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less than scrupulous intelligence and law en-
forcement officers and agencies; and

Whereas, Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy
Carter, and Ronald Reagan each established
needed restraints on the intelligence com-
munity and law enforcement directed guard-
rails for protection of private citizens, cul-
minating with President Reagan’s Executive
Order 12333; and

Whereas, Executive Order 12333 under-
scored the needs and requirements to provide
timely and accurate information about
American enemies and underscored the pro-
tection of constitutional rights of American
citizens; and

Whereas, for most of the decades of the
1980s and 1990s, the intelligence community
and FBI appeared to be behaving and re-
specting the rights of citizens in the United
States; and

Whereas, in 2001, after the attack on the
United States by foreign Islamic terrorists
from Southwest Asia, the United States Con-
gress and the Bush Administration moved
with reckless haste by greatly empowering
the American intelligence community, FBI,
and other federal entities by broadly expand-
ing surveillance powers under the broad
guise of ‘‘protecting” the American citizens;
and

Whereas, the outcome of the efforts to pro-
tect has resulted in nearly all semblances of
privacy being taken away by the actions of
the United States Congress. The outcome of
the family of law passed in the aftermath of
what is known as 9/11 is that no phone is
guaranteed to be private, no email commu-
nication can be considered secure, and the
emergence of a leviathan of a police state ca-
pable of chilling suppression of our God-
given liberties; and

Whereas, as a result of the USA Patriot
Act, a citizen can become the subject of a
purported terror investigation and directed
by law not to tell anyone of an invasive
search on his home, under penalty of prison;
and

Whereas, Section 215 of the USA Patriot
Act violates the Fourth Amendment to the
United States Constitution by ignoring the
prohibition of warrantless searches against
United States citizens; and

Whereas, Section 215 also violates the
Fifth Amendment by prohibiting ex post
facto notice of warrantless searches and
thereby violating the basic tenets of due
process guaranteed to citizens of the United
States; and

Whereas, it is the American ethos to right
wrongs and correct governmental errors such
as the eradication of slavery, the end of the
Jim Crow era, the awarding of voting rights
to women, and many others. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives does hereby memorialize the United
States Congress to fully repeal and rewrite
every word of the USA Patriot Act and does
hereby implore the Congress to turn its at-
tention to the rights of the free people of the
United States of America; and be it further

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives implores both the governor of the state
of Louisiana and the attorney general to
stand up for the citizens of our state and not
participate in any violations of any of our
rights guaranteed in our Bill of Rights,
which are a product of the sacrifice of our
ancestors and have been maintained by two
hundred fifty years of commitment to the
rule of law and the supremacy of the indi-
vidual over the government; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the United States Congress and to each
member of the Louisiana congressional dele-
gation.
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POM-148. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urg-
ing the United States Congress to fund the
Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority
through federal appropriation rather than
fees charged to individual states and race-
tracks; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 238

Whereas, the Horseracing Integrity and
Safety Authority (HISA) was created as an
organization that regulates the sport of
Thoroughbred horse racing in the United
States and was empowered by the Horse-
racing Integrity and Safety Act of 2020; and

Whereas, HISA submits to the regulatory
authority of the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), resulting from a challenge at the
United States Court of Appeals, and promul-
gates rules subject to modification and ap-
proval by the FTC; and

Whereas, HISA has jurisdiction over races
that are involved in interstate commerce, in-
cluding those that are subject to off-track
betting and advance deposit wagering, and
the horses and horse people who participate
in those races; and

Whereas, HISA is responsible for devel-
oping and enforcing rules for racetrack safe-
ty, regulating such matters as track surface
maintenance, veterinary oversight, injury
data reporting, jockey safety, horseshoe re-
quirements, and use of riding crops; and

Whereas, HISA levies fines and suspensions
from racing for violations of the rules; and

Whereas, HISA is also charged with devel-
oping anti-doping and medication control
rules to ensure fairness and protect the
health of equines and the jockeys who ride
them; and

Whereas, HISA must also cover its tech-
nology and administration costs; and

Whereas, HISA operates on revenues from
fines related to the racetrack safety and
anti-doping and medication control pro-
grams plus fee assessments on individual
states and racetracks, with the fee assess-
ments calculated on a formula totaling
starts and purses; and

Whereas, individual racing commissions
can choose to cover the assessed fee for the
state, decline to cover these financial assess-
ments and pass the burden onto the race-
tracks in the state, which can then pass the
costs along to horse people and customers, or
state legislatures can appropriate funding to
pay the fee assessment; and

Whereas, commissions that voluntarily
enter into agreements with HISA to have ex-
isting personnel conduct tasks like sample
collection, investigation, and violation adju-
dication, receive a credit toward their state’s
total fee assessment, reducing revenues re-
ceived by HISA; and

Whereas, HISA’s revenues are further re-
duced by the nonparticipation of states
choosing to avoid the financial burden of the
assessment fees by not sending their
simulcasting signal out of state, thereby
avoiding this federal programs jurisdiction,
obviously not an ideal situation; and

Whereas, HISA’s budget inevitably exceeds
the revenues it receives to continue this mis-
sion and work; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1. The members of the Senate here-
by recognize the importance of consistently
robust and reliable safety regulation of the
Thoroughbred horseracing sport while ac-
knowledging participants and spectators
value the same.

Section 2. The Senate hereby urges the
United States Congress to fund the Horse-
racing Integrity and Safety Authority
through federal appropriation rather than
the assessment fees levied on states and
racetracks.
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Section 3. The Clerk of the Senate is di-
rected to transmit a copy of this Resolution
to the President of the United States Senate,
the Majority Leader of the United States
Senate, and each member of the Kentucky
Congressional delegation.

POM-149. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Hawaii urging the United
States Congress to adopt the Social Security
2100 Act; to the Committee on Finance.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 91

Whereas, the Social Security Act was
originally passed in 1935 to provide essential
benefits and financial security to retired in-
dividuals, senior citizens, and persons with
disabilities; and

Whereas, individuals receiving Retired In-
surance Benefits constitute the largest group
of Social Security beneficiaries, with over
fifty-two million retired workers or family
members receiving monthly payments as of
2023; and

Whereas, more than ten thousand individ-
uals from the baby boomer generation be-
come eligible for Retirement Insurance Ben-
efits from Social Security every day; and

Whereas, as a result of the retirement of
the large baby boomer generation, it is pro-
jected that under existing law, the trust fund
reserves for the Old-Age and Survivors Insur-
ance Trust Fund and Disability Insurance
Trust Fund will be depleted by 2034; and

Whereas, it its projected that a depletion
of the two Social Security trust funds will
result in only seventy-eight percent of sched-
uled benefits being paid to beneficiaries on a
timely basis after 2034; and

Whereas, in a response to this projected
cut in benefits, concerned congressional
leaders introduced the Social Security 2100
Act in 2023, which is intended to perma-
nently improve Social Security’s long-term
health by extending the solvency of the two
Social Security Trust Funds without in-
creasing taxes on the middle class; and

Whereas, according to United States Rep-
resentative John B. Larson, co-introducer of
the Social Security 2100 Act, the Social Se-
curity 2100 Act increases benefits by two per-
cent across the board for all Social Security
beneficiaries for the first time in fifty-two
years, improves the cost-of-living adjust-
ment to reflect economic inflation experi-
enced by seniors, and increases benefits for
lower income retirees; and

Whereas, the Social Security 2100 Act also
restores student benefits up to age twenty-
six for dependent children of disabled and de-
ceased workers; increases access to benefits
for children living with grandparents or
other relatives; repeals the windfall elimi-
nation provision and government pension
offset that currently penalizes certain public
servants; ends the five-month waiting period
to receive disability benefits; and increases
benefits by an additional five percent for
seniors who have been receiving benefits for
fifteen years or more; and

Whereas, the Social Security 2100 Act
would cut taxes for twenty-three million
middle-income beneficiaries while paying for
benefits by applying the Federal Insurance
Contributions Act to earnings over $400,000
and adding an additional 12.4 percent net in-
vestment income tax for taxpayers making
over $400,000; and

Whereas, it is imperative that Social Secu-
rity remains a well-funded public entitle-
ment without being privatized through self-
directed retirement accounts that would sub-
ject beneficiaries, and particularly retiree
savings accounts, to considerable risk and
redirect Social Security assets into the cof-
fers of Wall Street brokerages and invest-
ment banks; and

Whereas, the United States Congress must
act urgently to preserve Social Security ben-
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efits for current and future retirees; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate of the Thirty-sec-
ond Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Reg-
ular Session of 2024, that the United States
Congress is urged to adopt the Social Secu-
rity 2100 Act; and be it further

Resolved, That the United States Congress
is strongly encouraged to reject any legisla-
tion that would lead to the privatization of
Social Security benefits; and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the President Pro
Tempore of the United States Senate, Speak-
er of the United States House of Representa-
tives, and each member of Hawaii’s congres-
sional delegation.

POM-150. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
urging the United States Congress to support
H.R. 82 and S. 597 of the 118th Congress, the
Social Security Fairness Act, and all similar
legislation and to take such actions as are
necessary to review and eliminate all provi-
sions of federal law which reduce Social Se-
curity benefits for those receiving pension
benefits from federal, state, or local govern-
ment retirement or pension systems, plans,
or funds; to the Committee on Finance.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 20

Whereas, the Congress of the United States
of America has enacted both the Government
Pension Offset (GPO), reducing the spouse
and survivor Social Security benefit and the
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP), re-
ducing the earned Social Security benefits
payable to any person who also receives a
public pension benefit; and

Whereas, the GPO negatively affects a
spouse or survivor receiving a federal, state,
or local government retirement or pension
benefit who would also be entitled to a So-
cial Security benefit earned by a spouse; and

Whereas, the GPO formula unfairly reduces
the spouse or survivor Social Security ben-
efit by two-thirds of the amount of federal,
state, or local government retirement or
pension benefit received by the spouse or
survivor, in many cases completely elimi-
nating the Social Security benefit even
though the spouse paid Social Security taxes
for many years; and

Whereas, the GPO has a harsh effect on
hundreds of thousands of citizens and under-
mines the original purpose of the Social Se-
curity dependent/survivor benefit; and

Whereas, according to recent Social Secu-
rity Administration figures, more than half
a million individuals nationally are affected
by the GPO; and

Whereas, the WEP applies to those persons
who have earned federal, state, or local gov-
ernment retirement or pension benefits, in
addition to working in employment covered
under Social Security and paying into the
Social Security system; and

Whereas, the WEP unfairly reduces the
earned Social Security benefit using an aver-
aged indexed monthly earnings formula and
may reduce Social Security benefits for af-
fected persons by as much as one-half of the
retirement benefit earned as a public servant
in employment not covered under Social Se-
curity; and

Whereas, the WEP causes hardworking in-
dividuals to lose a significant portion of the
Social Security benefits that they earned
themselves; and

Whereas, according to recent Social Secu-
rity Administration figures, more than one
and a half million individuals nationally are
affected by the WEP; and

Whereas, in certain circumstances, both
the WEP and GPO can be applied to a quali-
fying survivor’s benefit, each independently
reducing the available benefit and in com-
bination eliminating a large portion of the
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total Social Security benefit available to the
survivor; and

Whereas, because of the calculation char-
acteristics of the GPO and WEP, they have a
disproportionately negative effect on em-
ployees working in lower-wage government
jobs, like policemen, firefighters, teachers,
and state employees; and

Whereas, Louisiana is making every effort
to improve the quality of life of its citizens
and to encourage them to live here, yet the
current GPO and WEP provisions com-
promise their quality of life; and

Whereas, the number of people affected by
GPO and WEP is growing everyday as more
and more people reach retirement age; and

Whereas, individuals drastically affected
by the GPO and WEP may have no choice
but to return to work after retirement in
order to make ends meet, but the earnings
accumulated during this return to work can
further reduce the Social Security benefits
to which the individual is entitled; and

Whereas, the GPO and WEP are established
in federal law, and repeal of the GPO and
WEP can only be enacted by congress; and

Whereas, the Legislature of Louisiana
adopted House Concurrent Resolution No. 11
of the 2022 Regular Session memorializing
congress to support H.R. 82 of the 117th Con-
gress and other state legislators to do the
same in order to reduce or eliminate the
GPO and WEP. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to review the Government Pension
Offset and Windfall Elimination Provision
Social Security benefit reductions and to
eliminate or reduce them by supporting H.R.
82 and S. 597 of the 118th Congress and all
similar purposed legislation; be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation and the president of
the United States.

POM-151. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
urging the United States Congress to support
the nation of Israel in the wake of October 7,
2023, terror attacks and Israel’s efforts to
root out Hamas; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 21

Whereas, the United States Department of
State has designated Hamas as a terrorist
organization; and

Whereas, on October 7, 2023, Hamas
launched a coordinated series of terrorist at-
tacks on Israel that resulted in the slaughter
of women, children, and the elderly totaling
eight hundred fifty-nine civilians, two hun-
dred eighty-three Israeli Defense Force sol-
diers, fifty-seven policemen, and ten mem-
bers of the Israeli Security Agency, Shin
Bet; and

Whereas, Hamas terrorists abducted two
hundred forty-eight people, including at
least six Americans, to use as hostages and
human shields; and

Whereas, the United Nations has issued a
report stating that it has grounds to believe
Hamas has sexually assaulted its hostages,
including gang rape; and

Whereas, Hamas has launched over four
thousand rockets into Israel; and

Whereas, since October 7, 2023, Hamas ter-
rorists have Kkilled over nine hundred
Israelis, at least eleven Americans, and in-
jured more than two thousand others; and

Whereas, Hamas terrorists use Palestinian
civilians as human shields; and

Whereas, Hamas terrorists hide and launch
attacks from civilian centers; and
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Whereas, since October 7, 2023, Hamas is di-
rectly responsible for the deaths of an inde-
terminable number of Palestinian civilians;
and

Whereas, Hamas considers the death of
Palestinian civilians a good thing as the in-
nocent collateral dead are ‘“‘martyrs’” to the
goals of Hamas; and

Whereas, United States government assess-
ments indicate that, ‘‘Iran provides up to
$100 million annually in support to Pales-
tinian terrorist groups, including Hamas’’;
and

Whereas, foreign support will sustain
Hamas in its terror campaign to destroy
Israel; and

Whereas, Israel is a major ally and stra-
tegic partner of the United States; and

Whereas, Israel holds paramount impor-
tance to direct negotiations in achieving a
permanent settlement with the Palestinians,
without preconditions; and

Whereas, Israel stands firm in its rejection
of unilateral recognition of a Palestinian
state, considering it a detrimental reward to
terrorism and an impediment to future peace
settlements; and

Whereas, it is imperative to affirm Israel’s
commitment to peaceful negotiations and re-
ject any imposition of international dicta
that undermine the sovereity and security of
Israel; and

Whereas, the state of Louisiana has not
forgotten the humanitarian aid provided by
Israel to the people of Louisiana in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina and the 2016 flood; and

Whereas, Louisiana and Israel share nu-
merous economic and educational ties that
benefit many Louisiana businesses and uni-
versities. Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby:

(1) Stand with Israel as it defends itself
against the Dbarbaric terror campaign
launched by Hamas and its supporters.

(2) Reaffirm Israel’s right to self-defense as
a sovereign nation.

(3) Condemn Hamas’ brutal terror cam-
paign against Israel.

(4) Call on Hamas to immediately cease all
attacks and safely release all living hostages
and return the bodies of deceased hostages to
their families.

(5) Mourn the nine hundred Israelis and
eleven Americans killed and over two thou-
sand six hundred others wounded by Hamas
since its attack on October 7, 2023.

(6) Mourn the loss of all innocent civilians
who died and recognize those injured and suf-
fering due to the fighting in the Middle East.

(7) Support the United States’ commit-
ment to Israel’s security.

(8) Urge full enforcement of the Taylor
Force Act (title X of division S of Public
Law 115-141; 132 Stat. 1143) and other restric-
tions in United States law to prevent United
States foreign assistance from benefitting
terrorists, directly or indirectly.

(9) Urge full enforcement of United States
sanctions against Iran to prevent Iran’s
funding of terrorist groups including Hamas.
And be it further

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby support Israel in its right to cat-
egorically reject any international dicta
concerning a permanent settlement with the
Palestinians that is not the product of direct
negotiations between the concerned parties
devoid of any preconditions. And be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby stand with Israel in its opposi-
tion to unilateral recognition of a Pales-
tinian state as such statehood, particularly
in the aftermath of the October 7th mas-
sacre, would serve as an egregious and un-
precedented reward to terrorism, thereby ob-
structing prospects for future peace settle-
ments. And be it further
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Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the Congress of the
United States to support the nation of Israel
in the wake of the October 7, 2023, terror at-
tacks, support Israel’s ongoing efforts to
root out Hamas, reaffirm support for Israel’s
principled stance on negotiations, and stand
with Israel in opposition to any unilateral
impositions that will serve to undermine
Israel’s right to defend its people and terri-
tory. And be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the Consul General of the
State of Israel to the Southwest in Houston,
Texas, to the Embassy of Israel in Wash-
ington, D.C. for transmission to the proper
authorities in the State of Israel, and to the
Louisiana Chapter of American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, and the Louisiana Chap-
ter of Christians United for Israel. And be it
further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the
United States Senate and the clerk of the
United States House of Representatives and
to each member of the Louisiana delegation
to the United States Congress.

POM-152. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
urging the United States Congress to take
such actions as are necessary to compel the
United States Food and Drug Administration
to fulfill its duties regarding inspection and
testing of imported seafood; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 10

Whereas, according to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, in
2019 the United States imported six billion
pounds of edible seafood products, including
one and one half billion pounds of shrimp, an
increase of nearly six and one half million
pounds more than the shrimp imported in
2018; and

Whereas, the 2019 shrimp imports alone,
valued at six billion dollars, accounted for
twenty-seven percent of the total value of
imported seafood that year, which reached
twenty-two billion dollars; and

Whereas, it is estimated that over half of
the imported seafood consumed in the United
States is from aquaculture, or seafood farm-
ing, rather than wild-caught; and

Whereas, the FDA is responsible for the
safety of all fish and fishery products enter-
ing the United States and sold in Louisiana;
and

Whereas, the FDA’s seafood safety pro-
gram is governed by its Hazard Analysis
Critical Control Point regulations, which ad-
dress food safety management through the
analysis and control of biological, chemical,
and physical hazards from raw material pro-
duction and procurement and handling to
manufacturing, distribution, and consump-
tion of the finished product; and

Whereas, FDA regulations are supposed to
measure the compliance of imported seafood
with inspections of foreign processing facili-
ties, sampling of seafood offered for import
into the United States, domestic surveil-
lance sampling of imported products, inspec-
tions of seafood importers, foreign country
program assessments, and the use of infor-
mation from foreign partners and FDA over-
seas offices; and

Whereas, in 2011 the FDA was only inspect-
ing two percent of the seafood imported into
the United States; and

Whereas, unfortunately 2011 is the last
year for which data regarding the percentage
of imports inspected is available due to a
lack of transparency and inadequate assess-
ment measures; and

Whereas, in 2011 the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) noted that the FDA’s as-
sessment of foreign aquaculture operations
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was limited by the FDA’s lack of procedures,
criteria, and standards; and ten years later,
a 2021 GAO report found that the agency was
failing to monitor the effectiveness of its
own enforcement policies and procedures;
and

Whereas, in contrast, the European Union
regularly conducts physical checks of ap-
proximately twenty percent of all imported
fish products that are fresh, frozen, dry, salt-
ed, or hermetically sealed, and for certain
fishery products, physical checks are con-
ducted on approximately fifty percent of im-
ports; and

Whereas, the Louisiana State University
School of Renewable Natural Resources pub-
lished a 2020 paper titled ‘‘Determination of
Sulfite and Antimicrobial Residue in Im-
ported Shrimp to the USA”’, which presented
findings from a study of shrimp imported
from India, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam,
China, Bangladesh, and Ecuador and pur-
chased from retail stores in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana; and

Whereas, a screening of these shrimp for
sulfites and residues from antimicrobial
drugs found the following: (1) five percent of
the shrimp contained malachite green, (2)
seven percent contained oxytetracycline, (3)
seventeen percent contained
fluoroquinolone, and (4) seventy percent con-
tained nitrofurantoin, all of which have been
banned by the FDA in domestic aquaculture
operations; and

Whereas, although the FDA requires that
food products exposed to sulfites must in-
clude a label with a statement about the
presence of sulfites, of the forty-three per-
cent of these locally purchased shrimp found
to contain sulfites, not one package com-
plied with this labeling requirement; and

Whereas, the drug and sulfite residues in-
cluded in this screening can be harmful to
human health during both handling and con-
sumption and have been known to cause all
of the following: liver damage and tumors,
reproductive abnormalities, cardiac arrhyth-
mia, renal failure, hemolysis, asthma at-
tacks, and allergic reactions; and

Whereas, the results of this study confirm
that existing screening and enforcement
measures for imported seafood are insuffi-
cient; whatever the percentage of imports in-
spected may be, seafood is currently being
imported that contains unsafe substances
that put American consumers at risk; and

Whereas, because imported seafood is not
held to the same standards as domestic sea-
food, domestic fishing industries are put at a
distinct and significant disadvantage com-
mercially; and

Whereas, according to the Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife and Fisheries, the aver-
age value of Louisiana shrimp fell from three
dollars and eighty cents per pound in 1980 to
one dollar fifty cents per pound in 2017; and

Whereas, this unfair competition allows
foreign competitors to flood the TUnited
States market with seafood harvested under
intensive farming practices using anti-
microbial drugs, while devastating local in-
dustries and the coastal communities built
around them; and

Whereas, shrimp consumption is on the
rise in the United States, yet domestic
shrimp profits have decreased in recent
years, particularly for shrimp sourced in the
Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic regions;
and

Whereas, Senator John Kennedy has pre-
viously introduced legislation to bolster
Louisiana’s shrimp, red snapper, and seafood
industry and protect American consumers
from illegal exports; and

Whereas, this legislation would increase
funding to the Seafood Import Monitoring
Program (SIMP) and would allow SIMP to
conduct audits on seafood under its purview
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to prevent foreign seafood imports that mis-
represent themselves from entering U.S.
markets; and

Whereas, proposed legislation such as this
is a necessary step that Congress must take
to protect American consumers and bolster
the Louisiana seafood industry. Therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to compel the United States Food and
Drug Administration to fulfill its duties re-
garding inspection and testing of imported
seafood. Be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM-153. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of New Jersey
condemning the United States Senate Re-
publicans’ blocking of legislation codifying
access to in vitro fertilization, and reaffirm-
ing New Jersey citizens’ freedom to access
reproductive health care and family plan-
ning services; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION NoO. 148

Whereas, In the United States, one in six
people of childbearing age struggle with fer-
tility and require some type of medial assist-
ance in order to conceive a child; and

Whereas, Fortunately, 90 percent of infer-
tility cases are treatable with medical thera-
pies including drug treatment, surgery, and
in vitro fertilization (IVF); and

Whereas, IVF is a process whereby an egg
is removed from a person’s body and com-
bined with sperm inside a laboratory for fer-
tilization; and the fertilized egg, called an
embryo, is then transferred into the uterus;
and

Whereas, In a recent decision, LePage v.
Mobile Infirmary Clinic, P.C., the Alabama
Supreme Court ruled that embryos are
‘“‘extrauterine children; add that the state’s
“Wrongful Death of a Minor Act, applies on
its face to all unborn children without limi-
tation;” and

Whereas, Following the LePage holding,
Governor Kay Ellen Ivey of Alabama signed
into law S.B. 159 to ensure criminal and civil
immunity for those administering or receiv-
ing IVF services; and

Whereas, Notwithstanding this new enact-
ment, the LePage ruling constitutes to
threaten the rights of Alabamians who are
planning to have children, and endangers the
overall future of family planning in the
state; and

Whereas, following the LePage decision, a
number of congressional Republican senators
joined Democrats in criticizing the ruling,
and expressed their support for in vitro fed-
eralization (IVF); and

Whereas, Tammy Duckworth, a Demo-
cratic Senator from Illinois who utilized IVF
to conceive her two children, introduced
Senate Bill 3612 (SB3612), part of a four-bill
package of legislation known as the ‘‘Right
to IVF Act,” in order to protect the rights of
individuals to seek reproductive assistance,
such as IVF, and protect the physicians who
provide these services, without the fear of
prosecution; and

Whereas, Specifically, SB3612, known as
the ‘‘Access to Family Building Act,” would
bar the limitation of access to assisted re-
productive technology, such as IVF; and

Whereas, SB3612 grants the individual
rights to: (1) access assisted reproductive
technology:; (2) continue or complete ongoing
assisted reproductive technology treatment
or procedure, and (3) retain all rights regard-
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ing the use or disposition of genetic mate-
rials; and

Whereas, Consistent with the longstanding
precedent in New Jersey of support for repro-
ductive freedoms, New Jersey Senator Cory

Booker expressed support of SB3612 by co-
sponsoring the bill; and

Whereas, Senator Duckworth urged her Re-
publican colleagues, as many initially de-
nounced the LePage ruling for the harmful
precedent that the decision has set regarding
reproductive assistance services, to join the
Democrats’ effort to protect access to IVF
by unanimously passing SB3612; and

Whereas, Instead of supporting the passage
of SB3612, a measure affirmatively sup-
porting IVF, Republican senators proposed
an alternative measure, the “IVF Protection
Act,” which would discourage states from
enacting burdensome restrictions on repro-
ductive assistance but nonetheless allow
such enactments by states; and

Whereas, SB3612 failed in a procedural
vote, by a tally of 48-47, to advance, with 60
votes being needed to invoke cloture to move
the bill to a final vote; and

Whereas, All of the Republican senators,
with the exception of two members, voted to
reject the move to advance the bill; and

Whereas, Two Republican senators, Alaska
Senator Lisa Murkowski and Maine Senator
Susan Collins, voted with the Senate Demo-
cratic majority and independents to advance
the measure; and

Whereas, Following the failure to support
the passage of SB3612, Senate Republicans
issued a statement of support for the use of
IVF technology; and

Whereas, It is disingenuous for the Repub-
lican lawmakers in the United States Senate
to sign on to a statement giving support for
IVF, while failing to support the passage of
the measure which would create a federal
statutory right to assisted reproductive
technology; and

Whereas, New Jersey has long been a state
that supports, and provides protections for,
the reproductive freedom of its citizens, in-
cluding the right to make the deeply per-
sonal choice of whether to start or expand a
family through IVF; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. a. This resolution condemns the action
of the Republican members of the United
States Congress in failing to support the pas-
sage of SB3612.

b. This resolution further condemns the
contradictory move on the part of the Re-
publican senators of the United States Con-
gress in publishing a statement in support of
IVF technology, notwithstanding their rejec-
tion of SB3612.

c. This resolution affirms the New Jersey
Legislature’s commitment to protecting its
citizens’ right to family plan, reproductive
freedom, and full access to reproductive
health care, including IVF.

2. Copies of this resolution, as filed with
the Secretary of State, shall be transmitted
by the Clerk of the General Assembly to
each member of Congress elected from this
State, the President, the Vice-President, and
the Governor of the State of New Jersey.

POM-154. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
urging the President of the United States to
secure our border and provide the needed
policies and resources to protect American
citizens and communities throughout this
country from the effects of illegal immigra-
tion; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 234

Whereas, On January 20, 2021, President
Joe Biden signed a proclamation on the ter-
mination of emergency with respect to the
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southern border of the United States and re-
direction of funds diverted to border wall
construction; and

Whereas, On January 21, 2021, the United
States Department of Homeland Security
paused deportation for certain noncitizens in
the United States for 100 days and suspended
new enrollments in Migrant Protection Pro-
tocols policy, also known as the ‘‘remain in
Mexico’’ program; and

Whereas, Upon those actions, the number
of migrants who have unlawfully crossed the
southern border into Texas has increased at
a very alarming rate; and

Whereas, The negative impacts of illegal
immigration and this border crisis are evi-
dent in communities throughout the United
States and the Biden Administration has put
our national security at risk; and

Whereas, State and local officials nation-
wide have sounded the alarm regarding the
straining of their resources, the scourge of
fentanyl deaths, the tragedy of human traf-
ficking, including children smuggled across
the border, and the flow of illegal firearms
and dangerous gang members; and

Whereas, Texas Governor Greg Abbott is
clearly exercising his Constitutional author-
ity to defend his state against the con-
sequences of the Biden Administration’s in-
excusable indifference toward the suffering
its policies are inflicting upon borders com-
munities and across this country; and

Whereas, In this Commonwealth, our duty
is to uphold our oath to support, obey and
defend the Constitution of the United States
and ensure the safety of its citizens, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania urge the President of
the United States to secure our border and
provide the needed policies and resources to
protect American citizens and communities
throughout this country from the effects of
illegal immigration; and be it further

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania encourage Governor
Josh Shapiro to joint with dozens of gov-
ernors from across the country in support of
Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s actions to
protect our citizens; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the following:

(1) The President of the United States.

(2) The Vice President of the United
States.

(3) The United States Secretary of Home-
land Security.

(4) The President pro tempore of the
United States Senate.

(5) The Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives.

(6) The chairperson of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the United States Senate.

(7) The chairperson of the Committee on
Homeland Security of the United States
House of Representatives.

(8) Each member of Congress from Penn-
sylvania.

(9) The Governor of the State of Texas.

(10) The Governor of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

POM-155. A resolution adopted by the Lan-
caster City Council, Pennsylvania, calling
for a ceasefire in the ongoing Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict in Gaza; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:
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H.R. 5473. An act to amend certain laws re-
lating to disaster recovery and relief with re-
spect to the implementation of building
codes, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-
194).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

H.R. 6249. An act to provide for a review
and report on the assistance and resources
that the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency provides to indi-
viduals with disabilities and the families of
such individuals that are impacted by major
disasters, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
118-195).

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 3033. A bill to withdraw certain Federal
land in the Pecos Watershed area of the
State of New Mexico from mineral entry, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-196).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 4729. A Dbill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to establish a pilot program
for family caregivers for individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder
with neurological and organic brain dysfunc-
tion; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
WICKER):

S. 4730. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the energy credit
with respect to electrochromic glass; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 4731. A Dbill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to provide for food-based
interventions; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor , and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr.
WELCH):

S. 4732. A Dbill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to authorize funding for the
Research, Demonstration, and Evaluation
Center for the Aging Network to engage in
certain research and evaluation activities
with respect to family caregivers and to re-
vise the definition of the term ‘‘family care-
giver’”’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. WELCH):

S. 4733. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to authorize the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to make grants
to develop or expand in-person and virtual
peer support programs for family caregivers;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. HEIN-
RICH):

S. 4734. A Dbill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 19656 to ensure services for home
modifications under part B of title III of
such Act may be used for certain purposes,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 4735. A Dbill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to provide financial planning
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services related to the needs of family care-
givers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 4736. A Dbill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to develop and expand inte-
grated caregiver support services for family
caregivers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 4737. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
220 North Hatcher Avenue in Purcellville,
Virginia, as the ‘‘Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright Post Office Building’’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr.
SCHATZ):

S. 4738. A bill for the relief of Vichai Sae
Tung (also known as Chai Chaowasaree); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. REED, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. 4739. A Dbill to advance research to
achieve medical breakthroughs in brain
tumor treatment and improve awareness and
adequacy of specialized cancer and brain
tumor care; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 4740. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude debt held by cer-
tain insurance companies from capital as-
sets; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
KELLY):

S. 4741. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide a phase-in for
plasma-derived products under the manufac-
turer discount program; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. 4742. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to establish the Pat-
rick Leahy Lake Champlain Basin Program
Foundation, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 4743. A bill to improve the Long-Term
Care Ombudsman program; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 4744. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to establish fair and con-
sistent eligibility requirements for graduate
medical schools operating outside the United
States and Canada; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 4745. A bill to establish the Federal Food
Administration to protect the public health
by ensuring the safety of food, preventing
foodborne illness, maintaining safety re-
views and reassessments of food additives,
reducing the prevalence of diet-related
chronic diseases, enforcing pesticide residue
tolerances, improving the surveillance of
foodborne pathogens, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
HAWLEY, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 4746. A bill to amend title 11, United
States Code, to make the filing of a petition
for relief under chapter 11 that is objectively
futile or in subjective bad faith a cause for
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