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leave their States for care, letting doc-
tors provide legal care to anyone who 
comes to them, and helping healthcare 
providers get the training they need to 
save a life. 

But let’s be clear: No matter this 
outcome, no matter how far Repub-
licans follow the most extreme anti- 
abortion voices in their party, Demo-
crats are going to keep standing 
against them, pushing for reproductive 
rights, and fighting for patients. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MULLIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING JAMES M. INHOFE 
Mr. MULLIN. Mr. President, today, I 

take to the floor for the first time. I 
really am not one to speak a whole lot 
on the floor. My time in the House was 
very limited as to how many times I 
spoke on the House floor. Then, being 
in the Senate, this is my first time to 
speak, but it comes on an occasion that 
I feel is, I guess, the right time to 
speak. 

A gentleman whom I took great pride 
in knowing, whom I referred to quite 
often as a grandfather, Senator Jim 
Inhofe, passed away, unfortunately, 
this morning. 

And I was asked right off the bat, 
‘‘Would you be willing to do some 
interviews?’’ on it. And then, obvi-
ously, we were asked to speak on the 
floor. 

And I didn’t even know what to say. 
How do you describe Senator Jim 
Inhofe, right? How do you describe his 
family—Miss Kay, who, from the first 
time I ever met her, she made me feel 
as comfortable as if I was her own 
child, just someone who took time to 
pet on me and love on me when I was 
trying to learn just to be in politics be-
cause politics was new. 

Senator Inhofe would often take me 
by the hand—literally, by the hand— 
and say: Hey, listen to me, son. And 
over time he became quite a mentor— 
I mean, quite a mentor of mine. 

And I get asked all the time: How do 
you plan on filling the shoes of Senator 
Inhofe? And I say: How do you fill the 
shoes of a gentleman whose middle 
name was ‘‘Mountain’’? How fitting is 
that, right? Senator James Mountain 
Inhofe, because he was a mountain of a 
man. 

He blazed his own trail. He was full of 
grit and tenacity. You always knew 
where he stood. I never doubted what 
his thoughts were. He would tell me 
right off the bat. When it was time for 
a decision to be made, he would get the 
delegation together. He would come in, 
and he wasn’t someone that demanded 
you to go with him. He just let you 
know where he was at and why he was 
right. And you found a lot of respect in 

that. At the same time, if he didn’t 
agree with you, he let you know he 
didn’t agree with you. But you can re-
spect a guy that you always know 
where he stands. 

So it saddens me deeply to know 
that, today, this Earth is less one gen-
tleman that I think we all learned 
from. Everybody in this Chamber who 
knew James or Senator Inhofe knew a 
guy as a friend. You knew he was some-
one that you could trust. 

I remember one time—it was in 2016— 
my wife and I, we were making a deci-
sion if we were going to continue to 
stay in public office. Quite frankly, I 
was done. I had my fill. I came from 
the private sector. And just politics, in 
itself, to me, was not something that I 
enjoyed. I was ready to just throw in 
the towel. 

And Senator Inhofe called me. He 
says: Hey, come into my office, which, 
coming over from my little Senate of-
fice in Longworth, I went into this Taj 
Mahal office of Senator Inhofe’s, and I 
just was in shock. 

And he said: Do me a favor. He says: 
Don’t leave yet. And I looked at him. 
He said: Just give it time. He said: I 
understand it is bad right now. I under-
stand it is rough. He said: But take it 
from a guy who came out of the private 
sector—from me—who at that time had 
been in office almost 55 years. He said: 
Take it from me, a guy that came out 
of the private sector, how frustrating it 
can be. But it can also be the most re-
warding thing you will ever do. It can 
be more satisfying than anything you 
have ever built if you will just stay put 
because, I promise you, it will get bet-
ter. 

And I can’t say it has actually gotten 
better, but I can say that he was right, 
because it is gratifying. What he did is 
he allowed me to change my focus from 
understanding that all the outside dis-
tractions that can take place, all the 
nasty things that can happen on social 
media, the things that can be written 
about you that are out of your control, 
things that people automatically as-
sume about you because you are in 
public office—that can all easily go 
away if you will stay focused on what 
you were elected to do, which is to 
serve the great State of Oklahoma and 
just focus on constituent service, focus 
on building things for the State, focus 
on staying passionate about what your 
passion is, and you can create such a 
legacy for yourself. 

I don’t think Senator Inhofe ever set 
out to build a legacy that his name is 
built upon. He always wanted to serve, 
from being mayor of the city of Tulsa, 
to being a Congressman for three 
terms, to serving in the Senate for al-
most 30 years. All he did every day was 
work hard for Oklahoma, and I am 
grateful to get to know him. 

His family, the whole time he 
served—I have just got to brag about 
his family because, the whole time he 
served—which was a big thing for me 
too—it was, how do you balance the po-
litical life and the family life? Because 

if you knew Jim, Jim was—or Senator 
Inhofe—always going home. Miss Kay 
was his priority. If she was ill, wasn’t 
feeling good, he was headed that way. 
And every time I talked to him on the 
plane, when we sat beside each other, 
when we would land, the first person he 
would call would be Miss Kay. 

And he would want to know how she 
is doing and want to make sure that 
this project is being complete. And 
sometimes he would even talk to me 
about some of the projects going on to 
his house. It was always a priority. 

And for me, who had six kids at 
home—and at the time when I got in 
office, my oldest was 7 years old—that 
was a concern of mine of how you can 
balance it. 

And he says: MARKWAYNE, I have 
been doing this—like I said, at that 
time, when we first had that conversa-
tion, he had been in office for over 50 
years. He says: I have done it, and I 
think I have raised some pretty good 
kids. His kids loved him. His wife loved 
him. His grandkids loved him. 

And not to talk about the way that 
he necessarily left the world, but I 
think he left it the way he would want 
to, a guy that was always moving. He 
was always on the run. He always had 
a project. He never sat still. To be able 
to be here one day, go through a little 
trouble for a maybe a few days, and 
leave this Earth and people loving you 
and you had a great reputation—I don’t 
know how any of us would rather be re-
membered. 

And so, while I take the podium for 
the first time, I just want to say again, 
it is an honor to walk in that trail that 
he blazed because, as I said, I am not 
ever going to fill his shoes. But he built 
a trail, as people want to refer to it, as 
a mountain man. What did the moun-
tain man do, right? The mountain man 
went up, and he blazed trails—new 
trails. He was in territory that no one 
else knew about. He blazed a trail that 
I could build a highway on, and I have 
full intentions of doing that. 

So to Miss Kay, to his kids, and to 
his grandkids and to all his family, 
thank you for giving so much of your 
time to allow Senator Inhofe to serve. 
Thank you for giving him to me and al-
lowing me to call him—even though he 
sometimes got mad at me because he 
thought I was talking about his age. I 
wasn’t. I meant it in an affectionate 
way. Thank you for allowing me to call 
him my grandfather, because I lost 
both my grandfathers. Thank you for 
giving me an opportunity to know him 
and to know your family. May God 
bless you. 

I think it is pretty evident when I 
say this: We are all going to miss him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). The Senator from Utah. 

Mr. ROMNEY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the 5:45 vote occur now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
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Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of Executive 
Calendar No. 512, Charles J. 
Willoughby, Jr., of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia for the term of fifteen years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, 
Jack Reed, Benjamin L. Cardin, Alex 
Padilla, Laphonza R. Butler, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Richard Blumenthal, 
Tammy Duckworth, Christopher Mur-
phy, Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Margaret Wood Hassan, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Sherrod Brown, Tina Smith, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Jeff Merkley. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Charles J. Willoughby, Jr., of the 
District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia for the term 
of fifteen years, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BUDD), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ), the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST), the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO), and the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. SCOTT). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. SCOTT) 
would have noted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54, 
nays 39, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 207 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—39 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Capito 

Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 

Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 

Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 

Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—7 

Budd 
Cramer 
Cruz 

Ernst 
Menendez 
Rubio 

Scott (FL) 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On this vote, the yeas are 54, the 
nays are 39. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Charles J. 
Willoughby, Jr., of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia for the term of fifteen years. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Minnesota. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

NOMINATION OF ROBIN MICHELLE 
MERIWEATHER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate will vote to confirm Robin Michelle 
Meriweather to the U.S. Court of Fed-
eral Claims. 

Born in Detroit, MI, Judge 
Meriweather received her under-
graduate degree from the University of 
Michigan and her law degree from Yale 
Law School. Following her graduation 
from law school, she clerked for Judge 
Merrick B. Garland on the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit between 1998 and 
1999. After her clerkship, she joined the 
law firm of Jenner and Block, LLP, as 
a litigation associate. There, Judge 
Meriweather’s practice involved com-
plex civil litigation, as well as matters 
concerning constitutional, statutory, 
and regulatory claims. 

In 2007, she joined the civil division 
of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
District of Columbia as an assistant 
U.S. attorney. Judge Meriweather be-
came deputy chief of that division in 
2011 and served in that capacity until 
2017. Since January 2017, she has served 
as a U.S. magistrate judge for the 
United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia. Throughout her 
time on the bench, Judge Meriweather 

has issued more than 1,000 orders and 
presided over three trials. 

Judge Meriweather’s experience as a 
magistrate judge coupled with her ex-
perience in public and private practice 
have prepared her to serve honorably 
on the United States Court of Federal 
Claims. 

I am proud to support her nomina-
tion and urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL 
LEONARD ‘‘BUTCH’’ DOLLAGA 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the service and achieve-
ments of an esteemed and valued mem-
ber of our Armed Forces, Rear Admiral 
Leonard ‘‘Butch’’ Dollaga, who will re-
tire from the U.S. Navy on October 1, 
2024, after 34 years in uniform. His long 
and distinguished service to our Nation 
reflects an unwavering devotion to 
duty and a great love of our country. 

Rear Admiral Dollaga grew up next 
to the shipyards in Honolulu, HI, and 
his hometown of Vallejo, CA. He earned 
his commission from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1990 and upon graduation 
entered the fleet as a submarine offi-
cer. After serving as a division officer 
aboard USS Los Angeles (SSN 688), an 
engineer officer aboard USS Rhode Is-
land (SSBN 740), and executive officer 
aboard USS Cheyenne (SSN 773), Rear 
Admiral Dollaga commanded USS 
Charlotte (SSN 766) in Pearl Harbor, HI. 
He also served as commodore of Sub-
marine Development Squadron 12 in 
Groton, CT. 

Ashore, Rear Admiral Dollaga’s serv-
ice reflected the same rigors he faced 
at sea. He served in a number of impor-
tant roles, including admissions officer 
at the U.S. Naval Academy, technical 
assistant to the Director of Naval Nu-
clear Propulsion, nuclear officer pro-
gram manager and submarine officer 
community manager on the staff of the 
Chief of Naval Personnel, instructor for 
the Submarine Command Course, Chief 
of the Joint Staff’s Program and Budg-
et Analysis Division, and Director of 
the Navy Appropriations Matters Con-
gressional Liaison Office. 

His flag assignments included serving 
as commander of the Undersea 
Warfighting Development Center in 
Groton, CT, and most recently as com-
mander of Submarine Group SEVEN/ 
Task Force 54/Task Force 74, where he 
led undersea operations in both the 
U.S. Central Command and U.S. Indo- 
Pacific Command areas of responsi-
bility. 

Over the past 2 years, Admiral 
Dollaga has served as the Navy’s Chief 
of Legislative Affairs. As the principal 
representative of the Secretary of the 
Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations 
to the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, he has provided invaluable sup-
port to Members and congressional 
staff. Rear Admiral Dollaga under-
stands the importance of maintaining a 
strong partnership between senior 
Navy leadership and the Hill. He en-
sured, to the best of his abilities, that 
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