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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, first, I want
to agree with my friend from Iowa.
There is no question that we need a
new FDIC Chair. We don’t need a bunch
of potshots on the President or using
this for political purposes. We need a
new FDIC Chair, and the good news is
that the President has already sent the
Senate a nomination for a new Chair.

So, first of all, this resolution isn’t
necessary. It is not going to do any-
thing to improve the culture of the
FDIC. I wish it would, but it won’t. The
reality is that the Banking and Hous-
ing Committee is moving quickly to
consider and report out the nomina-
tion.

Additionally, I should just note the
resolution has some factual inaccura-
cies that misrepresent the findings of
the third-party report. But the most
important thing is that the Senate
should be focused on providing new
leadership that can implement the rec-
ommendations of the third-party re-
port and begin the much needed over-
haul of the FDIC.

I could not agree more. We need to
work together. Put the potshots and
partisanship aside. It is not about at-
tacking the President. It is about get-
ting this person out of there to be able
to have new leadership come in.

That is what is happening. That per-
son has been nominated. The Banking
and Housing Committee are moving
forward, and that is where we need to
be focused. Anything else is just wast-
ing time.

So, with that, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Iowa.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, the
women of the FDIC do deserve more
than a fly-by-night confirmation. This
needs to be carefully considered. Sim-
ply put, this position at this time is
too important.

We are talking about an Agency that
for literally decades has been plagued
by some of the most toxic working con-
ditions that any of us have ever seen.

So we know that President Joe Biden
has nominated Commissioner Romero
to replace a scumbag—we know that—
but it doesn’t mean that her nomina-
tion shouldn’t be carefully scrutinized.
So we do hope we can put some time
and consideration into the nomination.

But I would say that getting rid of
Martin Gruenberg today would state to
the employees of the FDIC that the
President takes these allegations seri-
ously and that he does want to prevent
sexual harassment, hopefully setting
the stage for future leaders within the
FDIC, because right now, those em-
ployees do not feel they have been
heard. Allowing Martin Gruenberg to
continue in the position is just fur-
thering—furthering—the way they feel,
and they feel very little at this time.

Sexual harassment has no place in
this workplace or any workplace. The
President needs to send a strong mes-
sage to the FDIC that it will not be tol-
erated.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the scheduled
vote occur immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan,
of Maryland, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career
Minister, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Afri-
can Union, with the rank and status of
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary.

VOTE ON SULLIVAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senate advise and consent to the Sul-
livan nomination?

Ms. STABENOW. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY), the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA), and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the
Senator from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT),
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BUDD), the Senator from North Dakota
(Mr. CRAMER), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. DAINES), the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator
from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH),
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. RICKETTS), the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator
from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator
from Florida (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS),
the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
TUBERVILLE), and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BuDD) would have voted ‘‘nay,” the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL)
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would have voted ‘‘nay,” the Senator
from Florida (Mr. ScoTT) would have
voted ‘‘nay,” and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) would have
voted ‘“‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 45,
nays 26, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 201 Ex.]

YEAS—45
Baldwin Gillibrand Peters
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Rosen
Booker Hickenlooper Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Butler Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell Kelly Smith
Cardin King Stabenow
Carper Klobuchar Tester
Casey Lujan Van Hollen
Collins Markey Warner
Coons Merkley Warren
Cortez Masto Murphy Welch
Duckworth Ossoff Whitehouse
Durbin Padilla Wyden

NAYS—26
Blackburn Graham Mullin
Boozman Grassley Paul
Capito Hawley Rounds
Cassidy Hoeven Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Wicker
Ernst Lummis
Fischer McConnell Young

NOT VOTING—29

Barrasso Johnson Rubio
Braun Manchin Sanders
Britt Marshall Scott (FL)
Budd Menendez Sinema
Cramer Moran Sullivan
Crapo Murkowski Tillis
Daines Murray Tuberville
Fetterman Ricketts
Hagerty Risch X]zr;iz ok
Hyde-Smith Romney

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER
KING). The Senator from Maryland.

Mr. CARDIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider
with respect to the Sullivan nomina-
tion be considered made and laid upon
the table, and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. CARDIN per-
taining to the submission of S. Res. 743
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Submitted Resolutions.”)

Mr. CARDIN. I yield the floor.

(Mr.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). The Senator from Oklahoma.
BORDER SECURITY
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President,

there is a difference between a refugee
who was fully vetted, that America has
welcomed historically and should con-
tinue to, and we will. We worked for
decades to be able to honor refugees
and to be able to do our part in what is
happening around the world. That
same standard for refugees, where an
individual is identified, the family is
vetted, they go through the process
both at the U.N. and through the
United States to be able to identify
how to be able to help that family, that
same definition for ‘‘refugee’” is also
used as a definition for ‘‘asylee.” It is
the same definition, but there is a dra-
matic difference between the two.
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The refugee has been fully vetted. We
know who they are; we know the situa-
tion; we know the crisis that their fam-
ily has gone through; and our Nation,
like multiple nations around the world,
engages to see what we can do to help
that family in trauma. That is who we
are as Americans. It is whom we will
continue to be.

The challenge is when we have thou-
sands of people cross our southern bor-
der requesting asylum whom we don’t
know who they are, who are not vetted,
that begin to take advantage of Amer-
ican generosity, and it becomes a chal-
lenge for us to be able to filter who
really qualifies as a refugee/asylee as
they are crossing the border and who is
just taking advantage of our system.

That is a challenge. It has been a
challenge for us for years, but it has
dramatically accelerated in the last 3
years. This year we will have 2% mil-
lion people that will cross our southern
border. The vast majority of those will
ask for asylum, and they will be re-
leased into the United States awaiting
a hearing, sometimes 8 to 10 years in
advance, to be able to make their case
that they qualify. In the meantime, we
don’t know who they are. They have
not been vetted. We don’t have back-
ground information for those individ-
uals.

Last week, the FBI picked up eight
individuals with direct ties to ISIS
that were in our country, that in the
last 2 years had crossed our southern
border—had blended in with the rest of
the folks who requested asylum—re-
quested asylum and then disappeared
into our country.

Thankfully, our FBI was able to pick
up that these eight individuals were in
Los Angeles, New York, and Philadel-
phia, preparing to be able to carry out
acts of violence in our country. We are
grateful for the work of the FBI to be
able to do that, but why aren’t we fil-
tering these individuals at the border?

We are not evaluating criminal his-
tory even in the country they are com-
ing from. How do I know that? I know
that because I work with DHS, and I
am fully aware of what their process is.
We fingerprint individuals, and we see
if they are on the Terror Watchlist;
that is, we know them, we have been
tracking them internationally, or if
they are on the Interpol international
criminal list.

But if they are on a list in their own
country, we don’t know that. Last
week, Victor Antonio Martinez was
picked up in my State, in Tulsa, OK,
sitting in a sports bar in Tulsa, where
he had left out from Maryland after
murdering Rachel Morin, a mother of
five.

Now, he had fled to Maryland because
he had carried out acts of violence in
Los Angeles in a violent home invasion
in Los Angeles. So he carried out an
act of violence in Los Angeles, went to
Maryland, murdered a mom there, then
was headed to Tulsa. What do you
think was about to happen in Tulsa?

Oh, by the way, did I mention, he fled
from El Salvador because he murdered
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someone in El Salvador. So he fled El
Salvador, came to our southern border,
requested asylum, came into the
United States, attacked a family in
Los Angeles, murdered a mom in Mary-
land, and then was arrested in my
State, in Tulsa.

Please don’t tell my folks in Tulsa,
there is nothing to worry about on ille-
gal immigration, this is all going fine
at the border. We don’t believe it be-
cause a violent, multiperson murderer
was on a national crime spree, and my
State was next before he was picked up
and arrested, now extradited back to
Maryland for the crime there.

In New York, earlier this year, Raul
Castro-Mata from Venezuela shot at
two New York police officers. He is one
of those folks from Venezuela that had
come across asking for asylum. Earlier
this month in Texas, an illegal immi-
grant was arrested when he had broken
into a private business and had com-
mitted a pretty large robbery there. In
Florida, a SWAT team got into a
shootout with an illegal alien who had
killed a ©police officer just a few
months ago.

In Washington State, an illegal alien
from Mexico was driving, and he Killed
a Washington State police officer. The
car was going 107 miles an hour. He was
under the influence of marijuana at the
time.

Listen, I am fully aware that not ev-
eryone that crosses the border is going
to carry out acts of criminal activities.
I am fully aware of that. All I am doing
is asking a simple question: Are we
checking criminal history at the bor-
der for the thousands of people that are
coming across the border? And the an-
swer is no.

For the eight people that were picked
up last week that were ISIS terrorist
connected, those eight are individuals
that were listed as special interest
aliens. They are 8 of the 53,000 special
interest aliens that had entered our
country this year across the southern
border.

Oh, and if you think that number is
big, last year the number was 70,000
special interest aliens were released
into our country last year.

These are individuals that this DHS
has declared, at the border, a potential
national security risk. Yet instead of
detaining them, the vast majority of
them have been released on their own
recognizance around the country some-
where.

Listen, this body knows full well I
am willing to work with anyone on ei-
ther side of the aisle to be able to solve
this issue. Between now and the elec-
tion, we are going to have another mil-
lion and a half people illegally cross
into our country—between now and the
end of the year.

We have had 10 million people ille-
gally cross in the last 3% years—10 mil-
lion. If we don’t stop this, every day we
have folks that are coming in to find
work, to connect with families, and
folks that are also coming in to com-
mit criminal acts. They are not fleeing
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from poverty. They are fleeing from
the law in their own country, and they
are carrying out acts of violence in
ours.

When we can’t tell the difference be-
tween the two, why are we defaulting
to open rather than defaulting to
closed? Why are we literally telling the
people in my State: That guy sitting
next to you at the sports bar—we
didn’t know if he was a criminal or not,
so we just let him in. We didn’t know if
he had committed murder in his own
country, so we just let him in.

Why are we doing that? Why is that
happening today on our southern bor-
der, and what are we going to do to
stop it? I am going to continue to come
to this floor to bring this up because it
is not getting better.

The Executive action the President
took 2 weeks ago to declare they are
going to put new limits in place—ev-
erybody here should check the facts on
it. We had the same number of cross-
ings yesterday that we had 4 weeks ago
before that Executive action went into
place. That Executive action hasn’t
changed the numbers. What has
changed is the way they are counting
the numbers. They are now not includ-
ing in the count the people who come
to a port of entry who are not legally
present. They are now not being in-
cluded, so the numbers look smaller,
but look at the asterisk and the fine
print of who now is no longer being
counted in the publicly released num-
bers. The numbers haven’t changed;
the way they are publishing the num-
bers has changed.

Then this week, the President an-
nounced a new amnesty program for
folks who are here in the country. That
is now his 95th Executive action an-
nouncing to the world that if you get
across our border, you can stay. It is
inviting people to be able to come into
our country illegally. That is the
wrong message to the world. It is a
message we need to address, and we
shouldn’t just wait around until it gets
better on its own.

TRIBUTE TO MICHELLE ALTMAN

Mr. President, I was first elected to
the House of Representatives in 2010. I
had no political background at all—
none. I was a voter and a youth pastor.
I was someone who loved our country
and felt called to this task. When I ran
for election, we figured out everything
we could all the way through the cam-
paign time period, trying to figure out
what to do and what to do next.

I was elected in 2010 by the folks in
Central Oklahoma to represent the
Fifth District of Oklahoma in the
House of Representatives. In Novem-
ber, I came up for orientation, and I
started doing interviews to try to fig-
ure out who were going to be staff for
this very green Member of Congress
that was walking in.

There was a group of folks I met with
over a couple of days to be able to
interview. One of them—her name was
Michelle Altman. She had already
worked on the Hill. She had worked for
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