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Whereas Nicolás Maduro has provided dip-

lomatic support to, and engaged with, coun-
tries that have been designated as state 
sponsors of terrorism under United States 
law, including by— 

(1) allowing the Republic of Cuba to re-
structure the Venezuelan military, train 
armed forces in Venezuela, train Venezuelan 
intelligence agents in Cuba, and stating that 
Venezuela is ‘‘grateful to Cuba’s revolu-
tionary armed forces’’ and ‘‘salute them and 
will always welcome them’’; 

(2) awarding a $490,000,000 contract to the 
state-owned National Iranian Oil Refining 
and Distribution Company to revamp the 
Paraguana Refining Center, the largest re-
fining complex in Venezuela; and 

(3) establishing a diplomatic mission and 
embassy in the Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea (commonly known as ‘‘North 
Korea’’) and allowing North Korea to simi-
larly establish a mission and embassy in 
Venezuela; 

Whereas, in response to the numerous 
criminal, anti-democratic, unconstitutional, 
and corrupt acts and basic human rights vio-
lations committed by Nicolás Maduro and 
persons serving in his illegitimate regime, 
the United States has imposed a number of 
sanctions on him and his enablers, includ-
ing— 

(1) on March 8, 2015, when President 
Barack Obama issued Executive Order 13692 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to blocking 
property and suspending entry of certain 
persons contributing to the situation in Ven-
ezuela) to sanction persons engaged in public 
corruption activities and involved in human 
rights violations, the persecution of political 
opponents, the curtailment of press free-
doms, and the arbitrary arrest and detention 
of anti-government protestors; 

(2) on August 24, 2017, when President Don-
ald Trump issued Executive Order 13808 (50 
U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to imposing addi-
tional sanctions with respect to the situa-
tion in Venezuela), which prohibited the 
Government of Venezuela from accessing fi-
nancial markets of the United States; 

(3) on March 19, 2018, when President Don-
ald Trump issued Executive Order 13827 (50 
U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to taking addi-
tional steps to address the situation in Ven-
ezuela) to prohibit any transaction involving 
the issuance of any Venezuelan digital cur-
rency; 

(4) on May 21, 2018, when President Donald 
Trump issued Executive Order 13835 (50 
U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to prohibiting cer-
tain additional transactions with respect to 
Venezuela) to prohibit transactions related 
to purchasing Venezuelan debt; 

(5) on August 5, 2019, when President Don-
ald Trump issued Executive Order 13884 (50 
U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to blocking prop-
erty of the Government of Venezuela), freez-
ing the assets of the Maduro government in 
the United States and blocking the property, 
imposing visa restrictions, and permitting fi-
nancial sanctions on non-United States per-
sons that assist the Maduro government; and 

(6) under section 7031(c)(1)(A) of the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations and 
Related Appropriations Act of 2019 (Public 
Law 116–6; 133 Stat. 317) and section 
7031(c)(1)(A) of the Department of State, For-
eign Operations and Related Appropriations 
Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–94; 133 Stat. 2864); 

Whereas, on October 17, 2023, the illegit-
imate Maduro regime signed the Partial 
Agreement on the Promotion of Political 
Rights and Electoral Guarantees for All 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Barbados Agree-
ment’’), which states that all parties, includ-
ing the opposition party, shall be allowed to 
freely select their candidates for the presi-
dential election; 

Whereas the Biden Administration— 

(1) on October 18, 2023, in response to the 
signing of the Barbados Agreement, issued 
General License No. 44 and suspended certain 
sanctions on Venezuela’s oil and gas sector; 
and 

(2) allowed General License No. 44 to expire 
on April 18, 2024, in response the illegitimate 
Maduro regime preventing the democratic 
opposition from registering the candidate of 
their choice, harassing and intimidating po-
litical opponents, and unjustly detaining nu-
merous political actors and members of civil 
society; 

Whereas Marı́a Corina Machado— 
(1) was elected by the people of Venezuela 

on October 26, 2023, as the opposition can-
didate to run against the illegitimate 
Maduro regime in the July 28, 2024, presi-
dential election in Venezuela; 

(2) was subsequently disqualified on Janu-
ary 26, 2024, by the Supreme Justice Tri-
bunal, the highest court of Venezuela, from 
running in the election and was not provided 
the opportunity to respond to the disquali-
fying allegations in court; and 

(3) has since endorsed Edmundo González 
Urrutia to run for President of Venezuela 
since her unwarranted disqualification, stat-
ing on the campaign trail, ‘‘We are united 
and strong’’; 

Whereas, on December 20, 2023, the Maduro 
regime finally released 6 wrongfully detained 
United States citizens in Venezuela only 
after the Biden Administration agreed to re-
lease Alex Saab, who was charged in Federal 
court in October 2021, for laundering the pro-
ceeds of violations of the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act of 1977 (Public Law 95–213; 91 
Stat. 1494) in connection with a scheme to 
pay bribes to take advantage of the exchange 
rate controlled by Venezuela; 

Whereas the Department of State has de-
scribed Saab as ‘‘one of the two most impor-
tant money men in the Maduro government’’ 
and ‘‘the middle man’’ between Maduro’s 
narco-terrorist regime and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran; 

Whereas, prior to his arrest, Saab estab-
lished the illegal ‘‘Gold for Gas’’ scheme 
with Iran, allowing the country to avoid 
sanctions and be paid in Venezuelan gold in 
exchange for sham ‘‘humanitarian’’ deliv-
eries of fuel to Venezuela; 

Whereas, on January 15, 2024, Maduro 
proved to the world that he operates a crimi-
nal enterprise disguised as a country when 
he named Alex Saab as the head of Ven-
ezuela’s International Investment Center; 
and 

Whereas the illegitimate Maduro regime 
has exhibited a clear pattern of corruption, 
ruling by force, and undermining stability 
and democracy in Venezuela: Now, therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) rejects the attempt by the illegitimate 

Maduro regime to hold sham elections and 
consolidate power through weaponizing in-
stitutions, especially the electoral com-
mittee and judicial system; 

(2) demands that the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela hold free and fair elections on 
July 28, 2024, and allow all opposition can-
didates, including Edmundo González 
Urrutia, to register on the ballot and partici-
pate in the elections in compliance with the 
Partial Agreement on the Promotion of Po-
litical Rights and Electoral Guarantees for 
All (commonly known as the ‘‘Barbados 
Agreement’’); 

(3) denounces any attempt by the illegit-
imate Maduro regime to intimidate and re-
press the Venezuelan people and its demo-
cratic candidates through any kind of vio-
lence; 

(4) condemns the illegitimate Maduro re-
gime for the flagrant and repeated acts of 
corruption, desecrating the rule of law, and 

engaging in anti-democratic and criminal 
acts; and 

(5) encourages the Administration to con-
demn the results of the Venezuelan election 
on July 28, 2024, if fraud occurs, and to subse-
quently impose additional sanctions on 
Maduro and the coconspirators in his illegit-
imate regime to ensure they are unable to 
profit through their illegal and corrupt ac-
tivities. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have seven requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, June 18, 
2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, June 18, 
2024, at 3:45 p.m., to hold a working cof-
fee titled ‘‘Visit of His Excellency Jens 
Stoltenberg.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024, at 2:45 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
closed briefing. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to grant floor 
privileges to my interns for the fol-
lowing days—these are the days that 
they are having their shadow day 
where they accompany me around the 
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Capitol—Mimi Papathanasopoulos on 
June 18, 2024; Liliana Hernandez 
Vazquez on July 9, 2024; Amelia Ulmer 
on July 11, 2024; Oscar Ponteri on July 
24; Samantha Castaneda on July 25; 
Anna Whitworth on July 30; Catherine 
Bikales on August 1, 2024; and Timothy 
Withrow on September 11, 2024. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 
2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, June 20; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; that following the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate proceed 
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Maldonado nomination; 
further, that the cloture motion with 
respect to the Maldonado nomination 
ripen at 1:45 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL THURSDAY, 
JUNE 20, 2024, AT 10 A.M. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:22 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
June 20, 2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION 

STANLEY H. RYAN, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MILLENNIUM 
CHALLENGE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF THREE 
YEARS, VICE ALEXANDER CRENSHAW, TERM EXPIRED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MARK ANGELSON, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF NOR-
WAY. 

ELIZABETH M. AUBIN, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON. 

STEPHANIE L. HALLETT, OF FLORIDA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN. 

BRIAN K. STIMMLER, OF NEBRASKA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PENI-
TENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
KYRGYZ REPUBLIC. 

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 

LEKRESHA R. MOULTRIE, OF DELAWARE, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE JUS-
TICE INSTITUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 
2024, VICE HERNAN D. VERA, TERM EXPIRED. 

LAKRESHA R. MOULTRIE, OF DELAWARE, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE JUS-
TICE INSTITUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 
2027. (REAPPOINTMENT) 

PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVERSIGHT 
BOARD 

J. TYLER MCGAUGHEY, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVERSIGHT 

BOARD FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS, VICE RICHARD E. 
DIZINNO, TERM EXPIRED. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATION 

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nomination under the 
authority of the order of the Senate of 
01/07/2009 and the nomination was 
placed on the Executive Calendar: 

*STEPHEN H. RAVAS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE INSPECTOR 
GENERAL, CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMU-
NITY SERVICE. 

*Nominee has committed to respond 
to requests to appear and testify before 
any duly constituted committee of the 
Senate. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate June 18, 2024: 

THE JUDICIARY 

KATHERINE E. OLER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS. 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) LUKE A. FROST 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) DENNIS E. COLLINS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) GREGORY K. EMERY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) BRADLEY D. DUNHAM 
REAR ADM. (LH) SCOTT W. RUSTON 
REAR ADM. (LH) DOUGLAS W. SASSE III 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. TROY S. PUGH 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. MICHAEL L. FREIDBERG 
CAPT. RYAN K. MAHELONA 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. SHAWN G. DENIHAN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. BENJAMIN E. BARAN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. DAVID N. BARNES 
CAPT. REGINALD H. HENDRIX 
CAPT. MARCUS J. LOCKARD, JR. 
CAPT. JASON M. NAIDYHORSKI 
CAPT. KATIE F. SHELDON 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL E. CONLEY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. DAVID H. TABOR 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. THOMAS K. HENSLEY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 

To be lieutenant general 

LT. GEN. TONY D. BAUERNFEIND 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

LT. GEN. SEAN C. BERNABE 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL OF THE NAVY AND AP-
POINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED 
TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 8088: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. CHRISTOPHER C. FRENCH 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. SCOTT W. PAPPANO 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. JEFFREY T. ANDERSON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS CHIEF OF NAVY RESERVE AND APPOINTMENT IN THE 
NAVY RESERVE TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE AS-
SIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSI-
BILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 8083: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. NANCY S. LACORE 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. JORGE M. FONSECA 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. NICOLE M. BALLIET 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. CINDY M. SALADIN–MUHAMMED 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. THOMAS C. FRILOUX 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE 
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE-
SERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. GORDON R. MEYER 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN 
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