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controversial or partisan. This isn’t
about attacking one Justice or an-
other.

As someone who clerked for a Fed-
eral judge, as someone whose chief
counsel clerked for a Federal judge—
many of us are lawyers in this body
and clerked for Federal judges. We
know the importance of having an
independent judiciary, of having a non-
partisan judiciary.

The most powerful court in the land
is the Supreme Court. When it issued
landmark decisions unanimously, it
moved the arc of history. Today, it
issues decisions after decisions that are
5-4 and that are producing challenging
secondary waves in our body politic.

If the Supreme Court is to hold the
role that our Framers intended, it
must do so above reproach. That is not
where we are today.

Our Supreme Court must make itself
accountable to the American people.
We shouldn’t read disclosure after dis-
closure in the press to learn about the
conduct of the Justices.

Just a few moments ago, earlier this
evening, along with the rest of the
Delaware delegation, I had the honor of
meeting with the newest nominees to
our Nation’s service academies—young
men and women who are raising their
right hand and volunteering to serve
our Nation, who will be granted the op-
portunity of a free education, in ex-
change for which they sign on the dot-
ted line and agree to go serve our Na-
tion at home and abroad and to defend
our Nation and our Constitution from
all enemies foreign and domestic.

I have just completed a trip to the
South Pacific, where I visited Manila.
There, there is a World War II ceme-
tery. It includes crosses marking the
graves of 17,000 Americans who served
and sacrificed in the convulsion that
was the Second World War.

Those crosses do not have marked on
them ‘‘Democrat’” or ‘‘Republican.”
The freedom for which they fought, the
system of justice, the rule of law, the
Constitution for which they took up
arms against Imperial Japan, and
worked so tirelessly alongside our al-
lies to free a world under assault from
fascism and imperialism—they did not
do so based on a sense of partisan prin-
ciples but out of a commitment to our
Nation. We should honor those who
served and sacrificed in a generation or
two ago and those who are willing to
serve and sacrifice today going forward
by restoring ethics and transparency to
the U.S. Supreme Court.

They have cast a shameful shadow,
not just the appearance of impropriety
but a genuine conflict. It can be re-
solved. We must help them take the ac-
tion they should take and resolve it.
We should pass this bill.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

INFLATION

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I want
to talk just for a few minutes this
evening about my people in Louisiana.
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They are hurting. Inflation is gutting
them like a fish. This inflation, like all
inflation, is manmade, and that man’s
name is President Joe Biden.

President Biden has proven to be an
inflation machine. He has spent tril-
lions and trillions of dollars that we do
not have. He has injected so much
money into this economy that we are
practically drowning in liquidity.

Unless you were in the quad playing
frisbee during Econ 101, you know that,
inevitably, that is going to cause infla-
tion. And, indeed, it did.

I realize there is a yawning dis-
connect between what President Biden
says and what my people in Louisiana
are experiencing. There is. President
Biden says that the economy is just
fine. He says the economy is just won-
derful.

I will tell you what my people say.
My people say, with respect, Mr. Presi-
dent: You need to put down the bong
because, in our State, we are paying
more to live worse. And we are not
going to be able to retire because of
you, Mr. President, until 4 years after
we are dead.

Louisiana is not a wealthy State. Our
median household income is about
$58,000. That is mom and dad both
working, two children—$58,000. It is
about $4,800 a month. President Biden’s
inflation is costing my people an extra
$900 a month. That is not a year—$900
a month; $11,000 a year. My average
family is making, once again, $58,000 a
year. They have got to find, all of a
sudden, an extra $11,000 a year.

Since President Biden has been Presi-
dent, his inflation has cost the average
family in Louisiana an extra $22,000.
You don’t have to take my word for it.
You can see this chart. You don’t have
to be a senior at Caltech to see that
the direction is up, and these extra
costs were caused by inflation.

The prices of consumer goods in my
State, on average, are up 20 percent
since President Biden took office.
Some are up a lot more; some are up a
little less. But the average is 20 per-
cent.

Credit card debt is up 46 percent. The
average credit card balance in Lou-
isiana is now $5,800. When you are mak-
ing $568,000 a year for a family of four,
$5,800 is a lot. Delinquent credit card
debt is up 11 percent, the highest in 12
years. We have had a record number of
people who have had to take early
withdrawals from their retirement ac-
counts.

The average electricity bill in Lou-
isiana is up 28 percent since President
Biden took office; gasoline in Lou-
isiana, up 53 percent; eggs, 69 percent;
bread, 28 percent; coffee, 28 percent;
rice, 29 percent; flour, 30 percent; milk,
15 percent; ice cream, 22 percent; chick-
en per pound, 27 percent.

If you are a mom and dad and you are
both working and you have maybe two
car notes—certainly one car note—and
a mortgage and two children, how can
you afford this? You can’t.

When you group these necessities
that I have just talked about by cat-

June 12, 2024

egory, what you see is that, on average,
for my people in Louisiana—again, we
are not a wealthy State—food is up 21
percent on average; housing is up 290
percent; clothing is up 11 percent; used
cars and trucks are up 21 percent; new
cars and trucks are up 19 percent; and
mortgage rates are up a breathtaking
156 percent.

Now, President Biden has said, truth-
fully—and I agree with him on this,
and I am very happy that it happened—
that inflation is coming down, and it
is. But let me tell you the difference
between inflation and prices. When in-
flation starts to go down, we call that
disinflation. That doesn’t mean prices
are falling; that just means that prices
are going up less quickly.

At one point, we were experiencing 9
percent inflation. Prices were going up
an average of 9 percent a year. Now, it
is somewhere in the 2 to 3.5 percent
range. That means that prices are only
going up 2 to 3 percent a year. Again,
that doesn’t mean prices are falling;
that just means they are going up less
quickly.

That is a long-winded way of saying
that disinflation, which I just de-
scribed, is very different from defla-
tion. Deflation is when prices fall. And
these prices—the President leaves this
part out. These prices, I am sad to say,
are permanent. They may not go up
any more if we can get inflation down
to roughly 1 to 2 percent, but the high-
er prices are still permanent.

And don’t take my word for it. I can
refer you to the testimony of both
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and
Federal Reserve Chairman Jay Powell,
who both testified in the Banking Com-
mittee on which I sit. These prices are
permanent.

Mr. President, my people are really
getting good—they are really getting
good at barely getting by. And it hurts;
it hurts deeply. President Biden’s infla-
tion, in my State, is a cancer on the
American dream. And it didn’t have to
be this way. We tried to tell him. We
tried to tell him. When I say ‘‘we,” not
only many of my Republican col-
leagues, but many of my Democratic
friends did as well. Jason Furman, eco-
nomic adviser to President Obama—I
remember clearly Dr. Furman, now at
Harvard, said: With all due respect, Mr.
President, if you spend this kind of
money, you are going to have inflation.
And we did.

And the worst part of this is that
President Biden has no plan to get it
down—none. And I regret to say, but I
think the only place that we are going
to find economic sanity in our country
again is in the voting booth.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.



June 12, 2024

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ne-
glected to introduce one of my col-
leagues to the Senate, Ms. Jess An-
drews, who was just here. She is my
communications director, and she
helped me research my remarks, and I
wanted to thank her.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
24-40, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Denmark for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $215.5 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MIKE MILLER
(For James A. Hursch, Director).
Enclosures.
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TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-40

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Denmark.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $190.6 million.

Other $24.9 million.

Total $215.5 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Eighty-four (84) AIM-120C-8 Advanced Me-
dium-Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM).

Three (3) AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range
Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) guidance sec-
tions.

Non-MDE: Also included is the following
non-MDE: spare AMRAAM control sections;
containers and support equipment; muni-
tions support and support equipment; spare
parts, consumables, accessories, and repair
and return support; weapons software and
support equipment; classified software deliv-
ery and support; transportation support;
classified publications and technical docu-
mentation; studies and surveys; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical,
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (DE-
D-YAB, DE-D-YAC).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: DE-D-YAO.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(V111) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
June 7, 2024.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Denmark—AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium-
Range Air-to-Air Missiles

The Government of Denmark has requested
to buy eighty-four (84) AIM-120C-8 Advanced
Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missiles
(AMRAAM) and three (3) AIM-120 AMRAAM
guidance sections. Also included is the fol-
lowing non-MDE: spare AMRAAM control
sections; containers and support equipment;
munitions support and support equipment;
spare parts, consumables, accessories, and
repair and return support; weapons software
and support equipment; classified software
delivery and support; transportation sup-
port; classified publications and technical
documentation; studies and surveys; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated total cost is
$215.5 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) Ally that is a force for political sta-
bility and economic progress in Europe.

The proposed sale will improve Denmark’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by ensuring it has modern, capable
air-to-air munitions. The sale will further
advance the already high level of Danish Air
Force interoperability with U.S. Joint
Forces and other regional and NATO forces.
Denmark already has AMRAAM in its inven-
tory and will have no difficulty absorbing
these articles into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.
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The principal contractor will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Tucson, AZ. There are
no known offset agreements proposed in con-
nection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Denmark.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-40
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium-
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air-launched, aerial intercept guid-
ed missile featuring digital technology and
microminiature solid-state electronics.
AMRAAM capabilities include look-down/
shoot-down, multiple launches against mul-
tiple targets, resistance to electronic coun-
termeasures, and interception of high and
low-flying and maneuvering targets. This po-
tential sale will include AMRAAM guidance
sections, control sections, warhead spares,
and containers.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system
effectiveness or be used in the development
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities.

4. A determination has been made that
Denmark can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Den-
mark.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING DETAILS FLOWERS

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the U.S. Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each week I recognize
an outstanding Iowa small business
that exemplifies the American entre-
preneurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Details Flowers
of Sac City, IA, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week

Since 2000, Cheryl Gerry has shared
her passion for floristry and design
with the Sac City community through
her small business, Details Flowers,
which provides in-home visits for floral
design, wedding services, and home
decor to customers.

Cheryl studied horticulture with a
focus on floriculture at Iowa Lakes
Community College and dedicated 21
years to working at Marjo’s Flowers in
Sac City before launching her own
business 24 years ago with just two em-
ployees and a delivery driver.
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