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our freedom has, does, and will come
with a cost. Today is a day to remem-
ber what our American heroes accom-
plished on the beaches of Normandy 80
years ago; tomorrow is a day to write
the next great chapter of American his-
tory, for when we come together for a
common cause, we are unstoppable.

————

CHANGE IN PARTY
IDENTIFICATION

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, June 5, 2024.

DEAR LEADERS SCHUMER AND MCCONNELL: I
write to inform you of my change in party
registration in West Virginia from Democrat
to independent with no party affiliation.
From this date forward, I ask that my party
identification be recorded as Independent in
Senate votes, Senate records, and other Sen-
ate communications.

As Chair of the Senate Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, I will continue
caucusing with Democrats and working with
all of my colleagues to address the pressing
issues facing West Virginia and our great
country.

Sincerely,
JOE MANCHIN III,
U.S. Senator.

—————
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
on June 3, 2024, I was unable to cast a
vote on rollcall vote No. 183, the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the nomina-
tion of Christopher T. Hanson, of
Michigan, to be a Member of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission for the
term of five years expiring June 30,
2029.

Had I been present, I would have
voted yes to proceed with his nomina-
tion as a member of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission.

——
TRIBUTE TO LYNETTE FONTENOT

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
rise to pay tribute to Lynette
Fontenot, who is retiring from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
after more than 18 years of service.

Mrs. Fontenot began her tenure at
FEMA in November of 2005, shortly
after the devastating Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita made landfall in Lou-
isiana’s southeast and southwest
coasts, respectively. During her time
at FEMA, Mrs. Fontenot has worked
primarily as a congressional affairs
specialist, assisting numerous Lou-
isiana congressional offices over the
years.

Mrs. Fontenot’s contributions extend
beyond responding to congressional in-
quiries. She served as an effective liai-
son between our branches of govern-
ment and assisted both House and Sen-
ate Committees and Members with co-
ordinating meetings and visits
throughout Louisiana.
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Mrs. Fontenot is regarded as a tre-
mendous asset to the entire Louisiana
congressional delegation. On behalf of
the people of Louisiana, I extended my
heartfelt thanks to Mrs. Fontenot for
her dedication and selfless service to
our country.

I ask that all of Louisiana join me to
thank and honor Mrs. Fontenot.

———

RECOGNIZING BREAKTHROUGH T1D

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
rise today to commemorate this spe-
cial occasion—the renaming of JDRF
to Breakthrough T1D—and the leader-
ship that this organization continues
to provide in its advocacy for children
and adults living with type 1 diabetes.

I am proud to have worked with
Breakthrough T1D since my very first
year in the Senate in 1997. They are a
foundation with a singular focus: to
improve the lives of every person af-
fected by type 1 diabetes—T1D—Dby sup-
porting research for treatments, cures,
and ultimately a way to prevent the
disease. They are the premier global
organization focused on T1D research
at every life stage—from stopping or
slowing the progression of T1D in the
newly diagnosed, reversing it in those
who have lived with it for years, avoid-
ing or reversing complications of T1D,
and preventing the disease in at risk
populations and in future generations.

Today’s rebranding from JDRF—the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion—to Breakthrough T1D represents
where we are in the world of T1D. It
never has been just an affliction for the
young. Anyone, at any age, can be di-
agnosed with T1D. Using the term ‘‘ju-
venile”” no longer accurately reflects
the organization and its mission. And
“breakthrough” may speak for itself.
The organization is not only at the
forefront of supporting research break-
throughs for T1D, but also is breaking
through the barriers to improve T1D
patients’ lives. Both these significant
attributes are now rightly reflected in
the organization’s name.

Breakthrough T1D will continue to
focus on the ultimate goal we all share:
that no one suffers from T1D. And we
must not stop until that goal is
reached.

But that goal will only be achieved
through more research. That is why I
am proud to continue my work with
Senator SHAHEEN supporting the reau-
thorization and funding of the Special
Diabetes Program—SDP. The SDP has
funded the creation of unique, innova-
tive, and collaborative research con-
sortia and clinical trials networks fo-
cused on the prevention, treatment,
and cure of T1D for more than 25 years.
SDP has enabled the National Insti-
tutes of Health to expand T1D research
beyond what is possible with annual
appropriations and to conduct clinical
trials that likely would not be done by
the private sector. SDP has been a key
component of many significant break-
throughs in T1D research, and I want
to highlight two.
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First, the artificial pancreas. The
SDP has supported key research that
helped develop several glucose manage-
ment technologies, including the artifi-
cial pancreas. The artificial pancreas is
a life-changing advance for many with
T1D because it automates insulin deliv-
ery in response to a person’s blood glu-
cose level, replacing fingerstick tests
and individual insulin shots. Funding
from the SDP over the past decade has
revolutionized the field and increased
the number of commercially available,
FDA-approved artificial pancreas de-
vices from zero to seven. Today, there
are even devices available to children
as young as 2.

Second, we finally have the first
FDA-approved treatment to slow the
progression of T1D. The critical re-
search underpinning this treatment
came from a clinical trial funded by
the SDP. This treatment has now
brought forward a new era of T1D clin-
ical management by delaying onset of
the disease by at least 3 years—and po-
tentially more. That is 3 years without
having to take insulin, do fingerstick
tests, or deal with potential complica-
tions from the disease. While the SDP
has led to countless other break-
throughs in treatment for people living
with T1D, these two examples high-
light the importance of the program,
the success of the program, and why it
needs to expand and continue until no
one suffers from type 1 diabetes.

As we continue to strive toward a
world where no one is afflicted by T1D,
we also need to face today’s reality
where many Americans who need life-
saving insulin cannot afford it. The ris-
ing cost of insulin presents a barrier to
care for a number of Americans living
with T1D. Out-of-pocket costs increase
with list prices, and for people without
insurance, the costs are too often un-
tenable. That is why I am proud to
work with this organization on a bill to
limit out-of-pocket costs for insulin for
those with TI1D, address structural
issues in the insulin market, and cre-
ate policies to foster more competi-
tion. I will continue to work with
Breakthrough T1D to ensure insulin af-
fordability for all.

Please join me in commemorating to-
day’s exciting rebranding from JDRF
to Breakthrough T1D. This organiza-
tion has been a catalyst in the field of
T1D research and a champion on issues
of importance to this community. I am
certain that Breakthrough TI1D will
continue breaking through the barriers
toward a world where no one is af-
flicted with type 1 diabetes.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING AXE FORCE ONE

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, Idaho
small businesses are the backbone of
our economy and our communities.
These small businesses not only em-
ploy friends and neighbors, but they
showcase Idaho’s creativity and values.



June 5, 2024

Idaho small businesses provide invalu-
able goods and services and are an in-
trinsic element of the Gem State.
These small businesses deserve to be
celebrated for the integral role they
play in our communities. I am proud to
relaunch Support Local Gems, a state-
wide initiative, on June 7, to encourage
Idahoans to support the small busi-
nesses that make the Gem State spe-
cial. As a member and former chairman
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, I am
pleased to honor Axe Force One as one
of Idaho’s Small Businesses of the
Month for June 2024.

Doug Duncan opened Axe Force One
in 2019 following a business trip where
he tried the thrilling sport of axe
throwing for the first time. Doug knew
this adrenaline-pumping pastime would
be a hit in Coeur d’Alene.

Axe Force One’s nine throwing lanes,
arcade, pool table, and corn hole set
provide plenty of activities for both
first-time axe throwers and axe throw-
ing regulars. Expert instructors assist
in axe throwers’ pursuit of a bullseye,
while ensuring a safe experience for ev-
eryone. Axe Force One is also a gath-
ering place for the community and
church groups and is an entertaining
team-building experience for north
Idaho.

Congratulations to Doug Duncan and
all of the employees at Axe Force One
for being selected as an Idaho Small
Business of the Month for June 2024.
You are an outstanding example of
what it means to be one of Idaho’s
Local Gems. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

——————

RECOGNIZING BACKWOODS BREW

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, Idaho
small businesses are the backbone of
our economy and our communities.
These small businesses not only em-
ploy friends and neighbors, but they
showcase Idaho’s creativity and values.
Idaho small businesses provide invalu-
able goods and services and are an in-
trinsic element of the Gem State.
These small businesses deserve to be
celebrated for the integral role they
play in our communities. I am proud to
relaunch Support Local Gems, a state-
wide initiative, on June 7, to encourage
Idahoans to support the small busi-
nesses that make the Gem State spe-
cial. As a member and former chairman
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, I am
pleased to honor Backwoods Brew as
one of Idaho’s Small Businesses of the
Month for June 2024.

Shania Woods opened Backwoods
Brew in April 2022 as a walk-up coffee
trailer. Lewiston coffee drinkers imme-
diately fell in love with Shania’s
drinks, allowing her to expand to a
drive thru just 7 months later. After
just more than 2 years in business,
Backwoods Brew recently announced a
second brick and mortar location will
open soon to fuel even more of the LC
Valley.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Backwoods Brew serves coffee, teas,
Italian sodas, and their well-known sig-
nature drinks. Their talented and uni-
fied team of baristas are passionate
about creating a personalized experi-
ence for every customer. Shania
knows, not only their delicious drinks,
but their outstanding service is what
keeps customers coming back for more.

Congratulations to Shania Woods and
all of the employees at Backwoods
Brew for being selected as an Idaho
Small Business of the Month for June
2024. You are an outstanding example
of what it means to be one of Idaho’s
Local Gems. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

RECOGNIZING HANDS ON

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, Idaho
small businesses are the backbone of
our economy and our communities.
These small businesses not only em-
ploy friends and neighbors, but they
showcase Idaho’s creativity and values.
Idaho small businesses provide invalu-
able goods and services and are an in-
trinsic element of the Gem State.
These small businesses deserve to be
celebrated for the integral role they
play in our communities. I am proud to
relaunch Support Local Gems, a state-
wide initiative, on June 7, to encourage
Idahoans to support the small busi-
nesses that make the Gem State spe-
cial. As a member and former chairman
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, I am
pleased to honor Hands On as one of
Idaho’s Small Businesses of the Month
for June 2024.

Hands On has served as a creative
outlet for Twin Falls since 2003. The
corner paint-your-own pottery studio
came to light following a family vaca-
tion to Italy when Robin Dober hoped
to purchase ceramic pieces, but
couldn’t figure out how to safely travel
back to Idaho with them. With no
background in pottery, Robin hired a
consultant and Hands On opened 3
months later. In 2016, Ashley Dubois
acquired the studio.

Hands On is designed for all ages and
all skill levels, offering canvas, clay
making, and clay throwing courses.
Last year, Hands On celebrated 20
years in business with a full day of ac-
tivities for the Magic Valley. Robin
and Ashley have ensured that Hands On
is an accessible outlet for everyone to
slow down and lean into their creative
side.

Congratulations to Ashley Dubois
and all of the employees at Hands On
for being selected as an Idaho Small
Business of the Month for June 2024.
You are an outstanding example of
what it means to be one of Idaho’s
Local Gems. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®
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RECOGNIZING MANWARING
CHEESE

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, Idaho
small businesses are the backbone of
our economy and our communities.
These small businesses not only em-
ploy friends and neighbors, but they
showcase Idaho’s creativity and values.
Idaho small businesses provide invalu-
able goods and services and are an in-
trinsic element of the Gem State.
These small businesses deserve to be
celebrated for the integral role they
play in our communities. I am proud to
relaunch Support Local Gems, a state-
wide initiative, on June 7, to encourage
Idahoans to support the small busi-
nesses that make the Gem State spe-
cial. As a member and former chairman
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, I am
pleased to honor Manwaring Cheese as
one of Idaho’s Small Businesses of the
Month for June 2024.

Basil Manwaring opened Manwaring
Cheese in Ashton in 1955. Basil grew up
on a dairy farm, working with his fa-
ther Arthur and siblings to deliver
milk on a horse-pulled dairy wagon.
Basil met his wife Edna at a creamery
in Blackfoot and later attended Utah
State University, where he managed
the school dairy—made ice cream,
cheese, and butter. After graduating,
Basil returned to Idaho to work for the
Nelson-Ricks Creamery in Rexburg
until he purchased the plant in Ashton.

The Manwarings operated the plant
in Ashton for 16 years before building a
new facility in Rigby in 1971. Basil
passed away in 1972, but Edna and their
children maintained operations
through the late 1980s. In 2011, Basil’s
son, Blake, carried on the Manwaring’s
dairy appreciation and opened a new
location in Rigby. Manwaring Cheese
relocated to its current location in
Idaho Falls in 2019, where it continues
to provide great grilled cheeses, ice
cream, cheese curds, and more.

Congratulations to the Manwarings
and all of the employees at Manwaring
Cheese for being selected as an Idaho
Small Business of the Month for June
2024. You are an outstanding example
of what it means to be one of Idaho’s
Local Gems. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

———

RECOGNIZING NEL’S BI-LO
MARKET

e Mr. RISCH. Madam President, Idaho
small businesses are the backbone of
our economy and our communities.
These small businesses not only em-
ploy friends and neighbors, but they
showcase Idaho’s creativity and values.
Idaho small businesses provide invalu-
able goods and services and are an in-
trinsic element of the Gem State.
These small businesses deserve to be
celebrated for the integral role they
play in our communities. I am proud to
relaunch Support Local Gems, a state-
wide initiative, on June 7, to encourage
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