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school political operators who believed 
you can get along with anyone, regard-
less of political differences. 

It is telling that many, many former 
colleagues and friends of Alice’s have 
echoed the very same sentiment about 
her, that she was unfailingly kind and 
a rare gem in the tumultuous world of 
politics. 

Alice and I remained friends after the 
Presidential run. This is a photo of the 
two of us when she came to my second 
swearing in here in the Senate in 2019. 

Not only was Alice a talented com-
municator, she also served as Deputy 
Secretary of State in Arkansas and be-
came a resident fellow at Harvard’s In-
stitute of Politics, where she became a 
mentor for many students. 

In 2016, Alice became a CNN commen-
tator. Now, CNN isn’t always known as 
a friendly place for conservatives, to 
put it mildly. But Alice never backed 
down from what she believed in. In-
stead, she navigated disagreements 
with kindness, whether it was at CNN 
or in her role as a political contributor 
on NPR. 

If you knew Alice, you knew she was 
an avid runner. Another former com-
munications director of mine and good 
friend, Cat Frazier, remembers the day 
that she met Alice on my Presidential 
campaign. Alice and my friend David 
Polyansky pulled her out into the 
freezing Iowa snow to go on a run with 
the two of them. That is how Cat got to 
know Alice, on a run in the bitter Iowa 
cold and snow. They also asked me to 
come on a run with them that morn-
ing. But it will not surprise you, Mr. 
President, I turned down that invita-
tion. Alice and I had a lot in common, 
but running marathons was not one of 
them. 

As a runner, it was fitting that Alice 
also loved Hebrews 12, especially the 
verse: 

Let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

Alice showed what it means to run 
the race well as a good and faithful 
servant. She has now finished her race, 
and she is today in the loving arms of 
her Creator. 

I was immensely proud to have Alice 
on my team. She was wonderful and 
talented and a good friend. She loved 
America fiercely. She lived every day 
to the fullest, and she will be deeply, 
deeply missed. 

Her absence is deeply felt by me, by 
Heidi, and by the entire Cruz team. I 
pray for God’s comfort and His peace 
on her loved ones. May God bless the 
memory of Alice Stewart. She will be 
missed. I will miss her. God bless you, 
Alice. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to speak for up to 5 minutes and Sen-
ator CARDIN be permitted to speak for 
up to 5 minutes prior to the scheduled 
rollcall vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT 
Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, the Su-

preme Court overturning Roe v. Wade, 
it was a wake-up call for all Ameri-
cans. It demonstrated that a funda-
mental right, the right of women to 
make decisions over their own bodies, 
could be taken away in the blink of an 
eye—the blink of an eye—by anti- 
choice extremists. 

And since that decision nearly 2 
years ago, we have seen countless at-
tacks on women’s reproductive free-
doms across our Nation. We are seeing 
anti-choice States enact rigid abortion 
bans without exceptions for rape or in-
cest. States that are forcing—forcing— 
emergency room doctors to call their 
lawyers before treating women who are 
going through a miscarriage, one of the 
most awful days of their lives. States 
like Alabama, they have even threat-
ened IVF. 

These restrictive attacks are meant 
to control what women can and can’t 
do with their bodies. I am going to re-
peat that. These restrictive attacks are 
meant to control women, what they 
can and can’t do with their bodies. 
They are meant to dictate to women 
their family planning decisions, and 
they want to put extreme politicians 
between women and their doctors. 

The last 2 years have made it crystal 
clear: We cannot—we cannot—rely on 
the Supreme Court alone to protect our 
access to care. We know overturning 
Roe was just the beginning. If extreme 
anti-choice politicians and activists, 
well, if they have their way, access to 
birth control is next. 

Contraception has been safely used 
by millions of women for decades. It 
has allowed women to take control 
over their own bodies, to decide when 
they want to start a family, how many 
kids they want to have, who they want 
to start a family with. And for these 
very same reasons, the right to contra-
ception has been a target of anti-choice 
extremists for years. 

So let me be clear: Overturning the 
right to contraception would be cata-
strophic in a post-Roe world. It would 
mean that women in States with the 
most restrictive abortions bans would 
have zero ability—zero ability—at all 
to make any decisions over their own 
bodies. They would have no ability to 
prevent an unplanned pregnancy or get 
the care they need. Women would have 
zero ability to get the care they need 
or prevent a pregnancy. 

And this isn’t just hypothetical. The 
Supreme Court has clearly dem-
onstrated that it will not hesitate— 
they will not hesitate—to reverse land-
mark decisions and take away women’s 
reproductive freedoms. 

That is why my colleagues and I in-
troduced the Right to Contraception 
Act, to codify women’s constitutional 
right to make family planning deci-
sions. 

And this bill will do exactly what is 
in the name. It will just guarantee the 

right for women to access and to use 
birth control. It will guarantee the 
right for women to have access to con-
traception. 

Later today, we are going to have an 
opportunity to pass this important leg-
islation. And I urge everyone in this 
Chamber to allow this bill to move for-
ward and prevent extreme politicians 
from getting in the way of women’s re-
productive choices, to prevent extreme 
politicians from taking control over 
women’s bodies, to prevent extreme 
politicians from being in your doctor’s 
office. 

And if we fail to act, the Supreme 
Court could roll our rights back once 
again, and every woman across this 
country will suffer from our inaction 
today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland. 
NOMINATION OF STEPHANIE SANDERS SULLIVAN 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, we 
shortly will be voting on the nomina-
tion of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan to 
be the U.S. Representative to the Afri-
can Union, and I take this time, as 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, to urge my col-
leagues to support that nomination. 

The African Union is the only con-
tinent-wide multilateral organization 
for diplomatic engagement and the ad-
vancement of peace and security in Af-
rica. The U.S. Ambassador to the Afri-
can Union plays a key role in rep-
resenting the United States and ad-
vancing our national interests within 
this international body. 

The AU is critically important to 
helping find a diplomatic solution to 
conflicts on the continent, such as the 
ongoing war in Sudan. That conflict 
has led to the impending famine and 
what credible organizations have called 
genocide. It will not be resolved with-
out AU participation. We should be 
there to support the AU’s vital efforts, 
but we have been absent. 

The AU is also an essential voice in 
articulating continent-wide values re-
lated to democracy, good governance, 
respect for human rights, and gender 
equality—all values that we share. 

The alarming trend of democratic 
backsliding in the Sahel cannot be re-
versed without AU involvement. We 
should be there to support its efforts in 
this area, but we have not been. 

No, Mr. President, we have not been 
there, while the Chinese have been very 
active. 

It is critically important that we 
have confirmed representatives to rep-
resent our national security interests. 
When we don’t have Senate-confirmed 
representatives, it gives openings for 
our adversaries. 

China is there. We are not because we 
have not confirmed this Ambassador 
position. It is against our national se-
curity interest to leave these positions 
unfilled because of a lack of Senate ac-
tion. 

This nomination has languished since 
February of 2023. For nearly a year and 
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a half, the United States has been a no- 
show, allowing others to engage in our 
absence. During this time, the United 
States has missed opportunities to add 
its voice and engagement to essential 
conversations on economic integration, 
the promotion of justice and the rule of 
law, durable solutions to crisis, and 
citizen engagement that impact the en-
tire African continent. 

China has been active. We have been 
missing. 

We must get ourselves back into the 
game in the continent, and the nomi-
nee under consideration is well posi-
tioned to do this. Ambassador Sullivan 
has held numerous positions focusing 
on advancing U.S. interests in Africa. 
She has served as Ambassador to the 
Republic of Ghana and the Republic of 
Congo and as Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for the State Depart-
ment’s Bureau of African Affairs. Am-
bassador Sullivan is an experienced 
diplomat who knows and understands 
the continent and has demonstrated 
leadership skills that will serve us well 
at the AU headquarters. 

I urge my colleagues to vote yes on 
cloture and yes on the confirmation of 
Ambassador Stephanie Sullivan to be 
the next U.S. Ambassador to the Afri-
can Union. Let’s get this done, and 
let’s get this done today. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON PIPE NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Pipe nomination? 

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator 
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY), the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. JOHNSON), and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 38, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 188 Ex.] 

YEAS—55 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 

Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 

Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 

Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 

Wyden 

NAYS—38 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—7 

Braun 
Britt 
Graham 

Hagerty 
Johnson 
Menendez 

Vance 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 590, Steph-
anie Sanders Sullivan, of Maryland, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Career Minister, to be Representative of 
the United States of America to the African 
Union, with the rank and status of Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. 

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Jack Reed, Ben Ray Luján, Tammy 
Baldwin, John W. Hickenlooper, Brian 
Schatz, Christopher Murphy, Richard 
J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Alex Padilla, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Sherrod Brown, Tina Smith, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Jeff Merkley. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, of 
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the Afri-
can Union, with the rank and status of 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator 
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the Sen-

ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
HAGERTY), and the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VANCE). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 189 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Romney 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—40 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—7 

Booker 
Braun 
Britt 

Graham 
Hagerty 
Menendez 

Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are 
53, the nays are 40, and the motion is 
agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, 
of Maryland, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the Afri-
can Union, with the rank and status of 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

RIGHT TO CONTRACEPTION ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to S. 4381, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 400, S. 

4381, a bill to protect an individual’s ability 
to access contraceptives and to engage in 
contraception and to protect a health care 
provider’s ability to provide contraceptives, 
contraception, and information related to 
contraception. 
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