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3243, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude all mili-
tary retirement and related benefits
from Federal income tax.
S. 3356
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3356, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to modify the role and du-
ties of United States Postal Service po-
lice officers, and for other purposes.
S. 3530
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
35630, a bill to retain Federal employees
who are spouses of a member of the
Armed Forces or the Foreign Service
when relocating due to an involuntary
transfer, and for other purposes.
S. 3558
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3558, a bill to prohibit contracting with
certain biotechnology providers, and
for other purposes.
S. 3755
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3755, a bill to amend the
CARES Act to remove a requirement
on lessors to provide notice to vacate,
and for other purposes.
S. 3984
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3984, a bill to amend the State
Justice Institute Act of 1984 to author-
ize the State Justice Institute to pro-
vide awards to certain organizations to
establish a State judicial threat intel-
ligence and resource center.
S. 4128
At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE,
the name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4128, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to submit to
Congress a report on abortions facili-
tated by the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 4276
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4276, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to reauthorize
the Project ECHO Grant Program, to
establish grants under such program to
disseminate knowledge and build ca-
pacity to address Alzheimer’s disease
and other dementias, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4279
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4279, a bill to require the Department
of State and the Department of Defense
to engage with the Government of
Japan regarding areas of cooperation
within the Pillar Two framework of the
AUKUS partnership, and for other pur-
poses.
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S. 4296

At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4296, a bill to amend
the Public Health Service Act to pro-
vide more opportunities for mothers to
succeed, and for other purposes.

S. 4316

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 4316, a bill to authorize
urbanized area formula grants for serv-
ice improvement and safety and secu-
rity enhancement, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 4317

At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) and the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4317, a
bill to appropriate funds for the Fed-
eral Communications Commission’s
“rip and replace’ program and Afford-
able Connectivity Program, to improve
the Affordable Connectivity Program,
to require a spectrum auction, and for
other purposes.

S.J. RES. 88

At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 88, a joint
resolution providing for congressional
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘National
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants: Coal- and Oil-Fired Elec-
tric Utility Steam Generating Units
Review of the Residual Risk and Tech-
nology Review’’ .

S. RES. 630

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Utah (Mr.
ROMNEY), the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs), the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. YOUNG), the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE), the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ), the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. CrRAPO), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. BooOz-
MAN), the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from
Iowa (Ms. ERNST) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 630, a resolution
supporting the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization and recognizing its 75
years of accomplishments.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN:
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S. 4411. A ©bill to require Trans-
mission Organizations to allow
aggregators of retail customers to sub-
mit to organized wholesale electric
markets bids that aggregate demand
flexibility of customers of certain utili-
ties, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 4411

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Responsive
Energy Demand Unlocks Clean Energy Act”
or the “REDUCE Act’.

SEC. 2. AGGREGATOR BIDDING INTO ORGANIZED
POWER MARKETS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any pro-
hibition established by State law or a State
commission (as defined in section 3 of the
Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 796)) with re-
spect to who may bid into an organized
wholesale electric market, each Trans-
mission Organization shall, consistent with
any applicable market rules that do not es-
tablish such a prohibition, allow aggregators
of retail customers to submit bids that ag-
gregate demand flexibility of customers of
utilities that distributed more than 4,000,000
megawatt-hours in the previous fiscal year.

(b) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
shall issue a rule to carry out the require-
ments of subsection (a).

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. YOUNG):

S. 4420. A bill to improve connections
between the Department of Agriculture
and national and homeland security
agencies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. YOUNG):

S. 4421. A bill to establish the Office
of Biotechnology Policy in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to introduce the Agriculture and
National Security Act and the Agricul-
tural Biotechnology Coordination Act.
These bills aim to bolster the global
competitiveness of the United States
agricultural sector in emerging bio-
technology and to address security
vulnerabilities across the food and ag-
riculture sector.

Through the work of the National Se-
curity Commission on Emerging Bio-
technology, we have developed these
proposals aimed at improving coordi-
nation between Agencies to accelerate
agricultural biotechnology products
and to include the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, USDA, in important na-
tional security discussions to enhance
our capabilities on disease surveil-
lance, food security, agriculture data
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security,
issues.

Agricultural biotechnology is a rap-
idly evolving field consisting of tradi-
tional breeding techniques and genetic
engineering, among other methods, to
alter living organisms into new or
modified agricultural products for a
variety of uses. Advances in agricul-
tural biotechnology provide farmers
with tools that can make production
more efficient and manageable, which
is critical for keeping pace with de-
mands for food and our national secu-
rity.

In 1986, the Coordinated Framework
for the Regulation of Biotechnology
was established to provide for the regu-
latory oversight of organisms derived
through genetic engineering. The ap-
proach taken in the Coordinated
Framework is grounded in the judg-
ment of the National Academy of
Sciences that the potential risks asso-
ciated with these organisms fall into
the same general categories as those
created by traditionally bred orga-
nisms.

The Agricultural Biotechnology Co-
ordination Act would establish an Of-
fice of Biotechnology Policy at the
USDA to support internal and inter-
agency coordination, development of
biotechnology policies, activities, and
regulations, and to consult with bio-
technology stakeholders and leaders.

The Agriculture and National Secu-
rity Act would create the position of
Senior Advisor for National Security
within the USDA Office of the Sec-
retary, appoint a detailee at USDA to
liaison with national security Agen-
cies, and direct the USDA to publish a
report on national security food chain
vulnerabilities.

Importantly, this legislation is sup-
ported by the National Security Com-
mission on Emerging Biotechnology,
which was chartered by Congress to
conduct a review of how advancement
in emerging biotechnology will shape
current and future activities of the De-
partment of Defense.

Strengthening America’s long-
standing leadership in biotechnology
through promoting interagency coordi-
nation and appointing high-level offi-
cials to promote emerging bio-
technology issues in agriculture is crit-
ical for maintaining national security,
trade security, food security, and as-
sessing any vulnerabilities throughout
the food and agriculture sector.

Moreover, developments in agricul-
tural biotechnology hold immense po-
tential to revolutionize the agricul-
tural sector and enhance food, trade,
and economic security, particularly in
the face of historic heat waves and ris-
ing temperatures caused by the climate
crisis.

Agricultural biotechnology has al-
lowed scientists to, for example, iden-
tify climate-resilient plant genes and
species able to withstand weather ex-
tremes. Drought, flooding, and
wildfires not only pose significant
threat to farmers’ livelihoods but also

and many other critical
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reliability in our food systems and con-
sumers. In addition, genetically engi-
neered plants have been bred to tol-
erate specific herbicides, protect
against pests and diseases, and enhance
nutritional capacity.

I would like to thank Senator TODD
Youna for introducing these bills with
me, and I look forward to working with
my colleagues to pass the Agricultural
Biotechnology Coordination Act and
the Agriculture and National Security
Act as quickly as possible.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 702—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
HISPANIC AND LATINO AMERI-
CANS TO THE MUSICAL HERIT-
AGE OF THE UNITED STATES
AND DESIGNATING MAY 2024 AS
“LATIN MUSIC APPRECIATION
MONTH”

Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 702

Whereas Latin music styles such as
rancheras, corridos, mariachi, salsa, meren-
gue, bachata, cumbia, reggaeton, urban,
cumbia, tango, and a multitude of others,
and their fusion with other genres, such as
jazz, rock, hip hop, and pop, have played a
pivotal role in enriching the cultural fabric
of the United States, influencing everything
from music and dance to fashion and enter-
tainment;

Whereas Latin music, characterized by its
vibrant rhythms, rich melodies, and diverse
instrumentation, encompasses a wide array
of musical styles and genres originating
from Latin America and the Caribbean, as
well as their respective diasporas around the
world;

Whereas the rich musical traditions of
Latin America and the Caribbean were deep-
ly influenced by indigenous cultures, Euro-
pean colonization, particularly Spanish and
Portuguese, the legacy of African slavery,
and the vibrant cultural heritage of each re-
gion and country, all of which contributed to
the development of diverse genres in the
United States;

Whereas the roots of Mexican music in the
United States can be traced back to rich mu-
sical traditions that existed in Mexico before
the annexation of Mexican territories, in-
cluding present-day New Mexico, Arizona,
California, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Colo-
rado and Wyoming, by the United States fol-
lowing the Mexican-American War;

Whereas, throughout the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, various waves of Mexi-
can immigrants came to the United States
for work, particularly in agriculture, min-
ing, and railroad construction, settling in re-
gions such as Texas, California, Arizona, and
New Mexico, and bringing their music with
them;

Whereas Mexican music in the United
States encompasses various regional styles,
including ranchera, norteno, tejano,
conjunto, mariachi, and corridos, originating
from different parts of Mexico but popular-
ized and adapted within Mexican-American
communities in the United States;

Whereas the lifestyle and the social issues
that Mexicans faced are reflected in corridos,
a music genre that originated during the
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Mexican War of Independence and the Mexi-
can Revolution, spreading to the south-
western frontier of the United States and
contributing to the development of Tejano
and New Mexican music,

Whereas mariachi music stems from the
traditional ‘son jaliscience’, and was ini-
tially played by field hands working at haci-
endas and humble street performers, and was
subsequently promoted by the Government
of Mexico in the early 1920s;

Whereas mariachi ensembles, which can in-
clude violins, accordions, trumpets, guitars,
and singers, have since been prominently
featured in a myriad of cultural celebra-
tions, including birthday festivities,
quinceaneras, and weddings, and in pres-
tigious concert halls;

Whereas banda, a style of Mexican music
characterized by wind instruments including
primarily brass and percussion, has its roots
dating back to the mid-19th century, with
the introduction of piston brass instruments,
as community musicians sought to emulate
military bands, and encompasses a fusion of
traditional dance rhythms such as polka,
cumbia, son, and waltz, and notable per-
formers in the genre include Jenny Rivera,
Chalino, Banda MS, and Banda El Recodo;

Whereas Caribbean Latin music has had in-
fluences in the United States since the mid
to late 1800s, with notable contributions
from composers like Ignacio Pineiro, Louis
Moreau Gottschalk, and Ignacio Cervantes,
whose works helped introduce Latin rhythms
and melodies to audiences in the United
States;

Whereas the Cuban version of the
habanera, exposed to New Orleans in the 19th
century, laid the foundation for the appre-
ciation of Cuban, Puerto Rican, and Domini-
can musical styles in the United States;

Whereas Cuban immigration to the United
States, spurred by communism as a result of
the Cuban Revolution and the Castro dicta-
torship, has fostered cultural exchanges that
contributed to the development of new musi-
cal genres, most prominently in Florida;

Whereas, in the aftermath of the Spanish-
American War, Puerto Rico became a United
States territory, granting its people citizen-
ship and fostering a unique cultural ex-
change between Puerto Ricans and individ-
uals in the mainland United States, which
culminated in a significant migration wave
of Puerto Ricans to cities like New York in
the mid-20th century;

Whereas the establishment of Spanish-lan-
guage newspapers, such as La Prensa in New
York City in 1913, contributed to the dis-
semination of Latin music and culture
among tens of thousands of Puerto Ricans
and immigrants from Latin America and the
Caribbean who migrated to New York City;

Whereas a convergence of Puerto Rican,
Cuban, and other Caribbean immigrants, par-
ticularly in New York City, infused music in
the United States with Afro-Cuban rhythms
and jazz improvisation and gave rise to the
vibrant musical genre of salsa in the United
States, which left a lasting mark on the cul-
tural landscape of the United States;

Whereas the introduction of Afro-Cuban
music, including the rumba by Don Azpiazu’s
Havana Casino Orchestra in the 1930s,
sparked a Latin music craze in the United
States with hits like ‘‘Peanut Vendor’” by
Moises Simons becoming national sensa-
tions;

Whereas, by the close of the 1940s, Latin
music had firmly established its presence in
the United States, influencing various genres
and becoming an integral part of the musical
heritage of the United States;

Whereas Tito Puente, a Puerto Rican mu-
sical luminary known as both the “King of
Mambo’ and the ‘“‘King of Latin Music”’, left
an indelible mark on the world of Latin
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