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Air Force, and I am proud to support 
her nomination. 

I urge my colleagues to vote yes and 
confirm this great leader. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

VOTE ON DALTON NOMINATION 
The ACTING PRESIDENT Pro Tem-

pore. The question is, Will the Senate 
advise and consent to the Dalton nomi-
nation? 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the pending nomi-
nation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) and the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN). 

The result was announced—yeas 56, 
nays 39, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 181 Ex.] 
YEAS—56 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—39 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—5 

Hagerty 
Manchin 

Menendez 
Mullin 

Warren 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LUJÁN). Under the previous order, the 

motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

The Senator from California. 
BORDER ACT OF 2024 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, when I 
was a kid growing up, the last thing I 
thought I would do when I grew up was 
to be involved with government and 
politics. But when I returned home 
from college, I came home to Cali-
fornia to find hateful TV ads warning 
of an ‘‘invasion’’ at our border. These 
were in support of a ballot measure de-
monizing immigrant families and com-
munities like mine. 

A generation of Latinos in California 
grew up knowing that officials who 
were elected to represent us were actu-
ally more than happy to scapegoat our 
families as the root cause of the 
State’s challenges. But instead of just 
putting our heads down and waiting for 
the political tides to turn, my genera-
tion decided to get involved, and we 
started a movement that put more peo-
ple from our communities into posi-
tions of power. 

Now, three decades later, the State of 
California is not just home to more im-
migrants than any other State in the 
Nation; we also represent the largest 
economy of any State in the Nation. 
That is not a coincidence. 

But, sadly, today, we are also seeing 
some of the same hateful rhetoric once 
again. And when I hear it, I feel it, and 
I think about my children and a whole 
new generation of Latinos across the 
country that see leaders of the Repub-
lican Party demonizing immigrants 
and people who look like us. 

Yes. The Republican Presidential 
nominee warned that immigrants are 
‘‘poisoning the blood of our Nation,’’ 
echoing rhetoric from Nazi Germany. 
That is happening. 

I have had to come down to this 
Chamber earlier this year, just a cou-
ple of months ago, to object to one of 
our colleagues seeking to declare an 
‘‘invasion at our southern border.’’ 
That is the moment that we are in, and 
it is an undeniable part of the context 
in which the bill that we are going to 
be voting on soon was written. 

The proposal before us was initially 
supposed to be a concession, a ransom 
to be paid to Republicans to pass ur-
gent and critical aid to Ukraine—not 
my words, theirs. The proposal was 3 
months ago. 

But guess what? We passed the for-
eign aid. It was the right thing to do. 
And so I can’t help but ask: What is 
this concession for now? Because it 
surely cannot be the new starting point 
for negotiating immigration reform. 

I am disappointed because this bill 
contains some of the same tried-and- 
failed policies that would actually 
make the situation worse at the south-
ern border. It includes arbitrary border 
closures and practically eliminates the 
right to seek asylum for people fleeing 
for their safety or for their very lives. 

Now, many of us have acknowl-
edged—both sides of the aisle in both 

formal conversations and informal con-
versations—that one of the biggest rea-
sons that so many people come to the 
southern border is because it is so hard 
to come to the United States legally. 
So I look at this bill. And guess what. 
It fails to address the root causes of 
migration or to establish more lawful 
pathways. 

And it is not just what is in the bill 
that troubles me; it is what is not in 
the bill. If enacted, this bill would fail 
to provide relief for a single Dreamer, 
for a single farmworker, or a single es-
sential worker or long-term resident of 
the United States who has been here 
for years—in some cases decades— 
working, paying taxes, contributing to 
the strength of our communities and 
our country and the success of our 
economy. 

So the Senate is voting on this pack-
age now for a second time? But still no 
votes on the Dream Act—which, by the 
way, does enjoy bipartisan support? It 
is hard to swallow. 

And there is more. We hear that 
there are some extreme Executive ac-
tions coming soon. Now, for as much as 
has been accomplished by this body, 
this Chamber has also served as a back-
drop for some of the most vile rhetoric 
in our Nation’s history. The same ha-
tred that met Irish and Italian immi-
grants coming through Ellis Island per-
meated these walls to help pass the 
Chinese Exclusion Act, before spread-
ing west to villainize immigrants from 
Mexico and Latin America at our 
southern border. 

And every time political leaders 
villainize immigrants, communities 
like mine feel the effects. Just ask any 
Latino kid who has been told to go 
back to where they came from. Ask 
anyone speaking Spanish in America 
who has been told to speak English. 
Ask any Asian American who was har-
assed during the COVID–19 pandemic. 

Colleagues, what chapter of our Na-
tion’s history are we choosing to write 
today? I ask because, yes, there will 
come a time when history judges us. 
And what will you say? Will you say 
that you worked to defend the Amer-
ican dream for future generations? Or 
settled and denied opportunity for fu-
ture generations? 

Today, countless immigrants and 
children of immigrants will ask wheth-
er Republicans and Democrats will 
leave them behind once again. Col-
leagues, I urge you to vote no today 
and to be more thoughtful in how we 
address border safety. 

I urge you to join me in staying true 
to our values in modernizing our immi-
gration system. I urge you to join me 
today in doing what is right for Dream-
ers, farmworkers, and other long-term 
undocumented members of our commu-
nities. They deserve better, and we— 
we—should be better than this. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KING). The Senator from Hawaii. 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, it has 

been more than 100 days since Repub-
licans killed a border deal that they 
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specifically demanded and they ac-
tively helped to write. From start to 
finish, this bill is not some partisan 
Democratic wish list. In fact, the pre-
vious speaker, the senior Senator from 
California, is correctly upset at our 
lack of attention to legal immigration, 
to the plight of DACA individuals, and 
to try to anchor our policy and our 
core values of understanding that we 
are a Nation of immigrants and maybe 
even, separate and apart from that, im-
migration is one of the most effective 
anti-inflation policies out there. 

But the vote we are about to take is 
not about immigration. It is about bor-
der security, and it is fair to say that 
the Democratic conference has come a 
long way on border security. We nego-
tiated with one of the most conserv-
ative Members of the U.S. Senate, 
JAMES LANKFORD. And when I heard 
that CHRIS MURPHY and JAMES 
LANKFORD were negotiating, I was not 
hopeful—not because I don’t think they 
are serious legislators, but I just fig-
ured they were too far apart. And so 
when they came to a conclusion, I 
didn’t love everything in that bill; but 
I still support it, and here is why: be-
cause it makes real reforms and mean-
ingful investments to address a real 
crisis at the border that needs to be 
fixed. 

There is no contradiction between be-
lieving in legal immigration and be-
lieving in the core values of the United 
States and believing in the need for 
order and security on our northern and 
southern borders. 

And so this bill will expedite the asy-
lum process; it would provide imme-
diate work authorizations; it would ex-
pand legal immigration pathways; it 
would provide billions of dollars to law 
enforcement to stop the flow of 
fentanyl. 

Those are all necessary measures, 
but the reason the bill failed back in 
February, the reason the border con-
tinues to be the way it is today, is Don-
ald Trump. Donald Trump woke up one 
day and decided that doing nothing on 
the border would help him politically. 
He literally said: Blame me. Blame me. 

And so the funny thing about this 
situation is if you describe what hap-
pened exactly accurately, which is that 
we—with CHRIS MURPHY and KYRSTEN 
SINEMA and JAMES LANKFORD—nego-
tiated the toughest border package in 
many generations that has a chance to 
pass, a bipartisan bill where Democrats 
were understandably uncomfortable, 
that when this thing came out, I was in 
conversations with Republican Mem-
bers of the Senate, and they were say-
ing they expected a vote in the high 
70s, close to 80 votes. They were very 
comfortable that this was going to win 
going away. And then Donald Trump 
said: Kill it. And that is what hap-
pened; it got killed. 

And so the thing about describing 
things factually in this instance is it 
sounds like I am trying to, you know, 
lob rhetorical bombs or make a par-
tisan statement, but that is just lit-

erally what happened: We negotiated 
this thing. They told us: Work with 
JAMES LANKFORD. They told us: Reform 
the asylum process. They told us: CBP 
needs more resources. They are over-
whelmed. They told us: We need tech-
nology. 

We did all those things. CHRIS MUR-
PHY negotiated all those things. It is 
not easy for—I am not sure if he would 
like to be called this—an 
unreconstructed progressive to nego-
tiate such a bill. 

He is looking at me right now. I 
think he doesn’t love that term. 

But they voted to kill it anyway. Re-
publicans chose to preserve chaos at 
the border, and now this crisis is on 
them. So spare me the crocodile tears. 
Spare me the press conferences. Spare 
me the unanimous consent requests. 
Spare me the cable news hits. Spare me 
the memes. Spare me the TV ads. You 
had your chance. 

And now the beauty of this is you 
have your chance again. An hour and 45 
minutes from now, you can decide: Am 
I going to vote for the strongest border 
package in a generation? Or am I going 
to vote no because my boss is Donald 
Trump and he doesn’t want this to 
pass? The choice is theirs. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 160 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, President 
Biden has opened our homeland to the 
world’s criminals. Under his leadership, 
over 9 million illegal immigrants have 
crossed our southern border—9 million 
people. That is more people than the 
population of 75 percent of our States. 

Month after month and year after 
year, the Biden administration is shat-
tering all the wrong records. For exam-
ple, CBP has reported 1.6 million 
known ‘‘got-aways’’ in the last 3 years, 
a stark increase from the 1.4 million 
known ‘‘got-aways’’ we saw in a 10-year 
span from 2010 to 2020. And that is just 
the known ‘‘got-aways.’’ Who really 
knows how many people have gotten 
past CBP undetected? 

And these aren’t just plain old num-
bers, folks. OK? They are people that, 
too often, include violent criminals 
who harm Americans. Hardly a day 
goes by without hearing of another 
American who has fallen victim to 
crimes perpetuated by the illegal im-
migrants the Biden administration has 
let flood into our country. 

We all read the stories of the illegals 
arrested on serious criminal charges 
and post bail, never to be heard from 
again. 

Everyone knows the story of Laken 
Riley, the 22-year-old nursing student, 
beaten to death by an illegal immi-
grant who was in police custody in New 
York City before being let go. 

But the crisis only continues. Just 
last Friday, news broke that Raul 
Santana, a Mexican national who is in 
the United States illegally, had his bail 
dropped from $1 million to $100,000. 
What did he do? Well, he struck and 

killed Washington State Trooper Chris-
topher Gadd while driving drunk and 
high at 112 miles per hour. 

For more than 8 years, I have warned 
against the dangers of letting illegal 
immigrants—who have already broken 
our laws—roam the country and con-
tinue their lawlessness. 

I have repeatedly called on this body 
to step up and protect innocent Ameri-
cans from criminals who are in our 
country illegally and pass my bill, 
Sarah’s Law. 

Eight years ago, Iowans Michelle and 
Scott Root woke up to every parent’s 
worst nightmare. Their daughter Sarah 
was killed by a drunk driver. 

Sarah, a 21-year-old from Council 
Bluffs, had just graduated from Belle-
vue University in Nebraska with a 4.0 
GPA. She had a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal investigations. 

She was headed home after cele-
brating her important life milestone 
with her friends and her family. She 
had her entire life ahead of her. But 
like Trooper Gadd, she was struck and 
killed by an illegal immigrant drunk 
driving. 

Before the Root family could even 
lay Sarah to rest, her murderer posted 
a $5,000 bond, was released, dis-
appeared, and has never been seen 
again. 

These tragedies don’t have to con-
tinue happening. Today, we can act to 
ensure no family will be subject to the 
pain and anguish Sarah’s parents have 
experienced every day for the past 8 
years. 

My bill, which is named for Sarah, 
would close the appalling loophole that 
let Sarah’s killer go free. It would 
merely require ICE to detain otherwise 
deportable illegal immigrants charged 
with killing or seriously injuring an-
other person. It also requires ICE to in-
form victims and family members of 
necessary information pertaining to 
the investigation. 

Had Sarah’s Law been on the books 
when Sarah and Laken and Trooper 
Gadd were murdered, law enforcement 
would have to detain their killers in-
stead of opening the door for them to 
simply flee. The Roots, the Rileys, and 
the Gadds would have been kept up-to- 
date on Federal immigration authori-
ties’ efforts to remove their loved one’s 
murderers from the country. 

Simply put, folks, this should be 
easy. This should be easy. Sarah, 
Laken, and Trooper Gadd’s deaths are 
tragic and, unfortunately, doomed to 
be repeated, thanks to the administra-
tion’s broken and ill-informed policies 
and my Democrat colleagues’ refusal to 
take up this very simple legislation. 

Those who come here illegally and 
harm our citizens should, without 
question, be a priority for removal. It 
is just common sense, folks. Otherwise 
deportable illegal immigrants who 
commit violent crimes in the United 
States should face justice. 

We can no longer prioritize illegal 
immigrants over public safety. We 
must pass Sarah’s Law to send this 
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