May 22, 2024

Court for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia.

Born in Sacramento, Judge Coggins
received her B.S. from California State
University, Sacramento, and her J.D.
from the University of the Pacific
McGeorge School of Law. She then en-
tered private practice, where she
worked on general litigation and fam-
ily law matters. From 2013 to 2015, she
worked as a deputy legal affairs sec-
retary for then-Governor Jerry Brown.
Judge Coggins later served as a super-
vising attorney and hearing officer at
the California Victim Compensation
Board and as an administrative law
judge at the State of California’s Office
of Administrative Hearings. As an ad-
ministrative law judge, she presided
over more than 150 evidentiary hear-
ings or trials that resulted in proposed
or final decisions. Since 2021, Judge
Coggins has served as a judge on the
Superior Court of California in Sac-
ramento County. In that role, she has
handled assignments in both the crimi-
nal division and juvenile court. Judge
Coggins has presided over approxi-
mately 100 juvenile dependency trials,
and she has served as the presiding
judge of the Juvenile Court since 2023.

The American Bar Association rated
Judge Coggins as ‘“‘well qualified” to
serve on the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia. She has deep ties to the dis-
trict, and she enjoys the strong support
of her home State Senators and the
California legal community.

Judge Coggins’s litigation back-
ground and her courtroom experience
as an advocate, administrative law
judge, and State court judge ensure
that she will be an asset to the district
court. I am proud to support her nomi-
nation, and I ask my colleagues to join
me in my support.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from California.

NOMINATION OF DENA M. COGGINS

Ms. BUTLER. Madam President, in
just a few moments, this Chamber is
going to consider the confirmation of
Judge Dena Coggins to be U.S. judge
for the Eastern District of California,
and I would proudly want to rise and
speak in support of her confirmation.

Before I begin, I do want to appre-
ciate that Judge Coggins’s family is
watching proudly and eagerly the Sen-
ate floor today. Her mother, Cynthia
Ambrose, Judge Coggins’s son Elias
and her daughter Elaya, who I met dur-
ing their nominations hearing—I know
they are excited about the opportunity
today for their mother to continue her
public service at the highest levels in
one of the busiest districts in the State
and in the country. And so I just want
to take the time to thank Ms.
Coggins’s mother, Ms. Ambrose; Elias;
and Elaya for supporting their mom,
their daughter. She, indeed, is an in-
credible woman.

If confirmed, Judge Coggins will join
the Federal bench at a critical moment
for California’s Eastern District. The
Eastern District of California is cur-
rently seeing an average of 803 filings
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for each judgeship on the court. That
caseload level is the sixth highest in
any Federal district in the country.

And given her remarkable track
record serving Californians from all
walks of life, I have the utmost cer-
tainty and confidence in Judge
Coggins’s readiness for this role. Her
work ethic, integrity, and unwavering
commitment to the rule of law make
her an exceptional nominee to meet
this moment with the urgency that it
demands, and I am confident that she
will be successful.

Born and raised in Sacramento,
Judge Coggins has devoted her career
to serving the community in which she
was raised. She completed her under-
graduate degree at California State
University Sacramento, received her
Juris Doctorate degree from the Uni-
versity of the Pacific McGeorge School
of Law in Sacramento. Judge Coggins
began her career in general litigation
and family law, where she built a
strong reputation as a skilled litigator
with experience in both Federal and
State court.

From 2015 to 2017, and again from 2018
to 2021, Judge Coggins served as an ad-
ministrative law judge at the State of
California’s Office of Administrative
Hearings. In this capacity, Judge
Coggins presided over more than 150
evidentiary hearings and trials. She
also served as supervising attorney and
hearing officer for the California Vic-
tim Compensation Board, where she
oversaw legal proceedings and ensured
that victims of violent crimes receive
the compensation and the support that
they needed.

Since 2021, Judge Coggins has served
in the Superior Court of California in
Sacramento County. She has handled
assignments in both the criminal divi-
sion and the juvenile court. And since
2023, she has served as the presiding
judge of the juvenile court, presiding
over 100 juvenile dependency trials.

I will also note that if Judge Coggins
is confirmed, she would be filling the
seat currently held by Chief Judge
Kimberly J. Mueller, who was the first
woman to ever serve on the district
court of California and for whom Judge
Coggins served as an extern early in
her legal career.

Judge Coggins is an experienced ju-
rist who has seamlessly transitioned to
and excelled in numerous roles on the
State bench. The respect and reverence
she has earned is validated by the over-
whelming support she has received
since her nomination, including a let-
ter written by several of her colleagues
at the State bench addressed to the
Senate Judiciary Committee.

Speaking of her service on the juve-
nile court as a juvenile court judge,
they said:

She is a humble and quiet leader, not seek-
ing the spotlight or the fanfare, simply
working day in and day out to improve the
court. We know when she speaks, she has put
considerable thought into her words and that
her reasoning and judgment are sound.

They go on to say:
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In the courtroom, she also demonstrates
her steady and fair temperament. She is
thorough and diligent. Judge Coggins is effi-
cient with her time on the bench and has
handled substantial caseloads. She analyzes
issues in a careful and balanced manner and
provides thoughtful, well-reasoned, and com-
mon-sense decisions. She is compassionate
to all who appear before her and takes time
to understand the impact each decision will
have on them.

Judge Coggins is exactly the kind of
jurist that we need in the Eastern Dis-
trict and has exactly the kind of expe-
rience California’s Federal bench
needs. Her legal intellect, her
composure, her record as an effective,
efficient, thoughtful jurist makes her a
strong nominee.

And her appointment to the bench
comes at a historic time. Just this
morning, we marked the milestone of
confirming President Biden’s 200th ap-
pointment to the Federal judiciary, in-
cluding 1 Supreme Court Justice, 42
Circuit Court judges, 1565 District Court
judges, and 2 judges to the U.S. Court
of International Trade.

President Biden has nominated and
the Senate has confirmed 126 non-
White Federal judges, more than any
President in history. The majority of
these judges are women—127 exception-
ally qualified jurists. Notably, the pro-
fessional diversity of these confirma-
tions are so remarkable and unprece-
dented, including public defenders and
other legal backgrounds whose perspec-
tives and experiences have not been
fully represented on our Federal bench.

With this in mind, confirmation of
Judge Coggins’s nomination is a part of
our broader work to strengthen our ju-
dicial system. So I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting her confirma-
tion to the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON COGGINS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Coggins nomination?

Ms. BUTLER. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY),
and the Senator from OKlahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 179 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Blumenthal Brown
Bennet Booker Butler
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Cantwell Hirono Sanders
Cardin Kaine Schatz
Carper Kelly Schumer
Casey King Shaheen
Collins Klqpuchar Smith
Coons Lujan Stabenow
gortigz M?}slto ﬁarl]ify Tester
uckwor erkley
Durbin Murphy mﬁn}éﬁuen
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff
Graham Padilla Warren
Hassan Peters Welch
Heinrich Reed Whitehouse
Hickenlooper Rosen Wyden
NAYS—44
Barrasso Fischer Risch
Blackburn Grassley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Britt Johnson Schmitt
Budfi Kennedy Scott (FL)
Caplfco Lankford Scott (SC)
Cassidy Lee ) Sullivan
Cornyn Lummis Thune
Cotton Marshall s
Cramer McConnell Tillis .
Crapo Moran Tuberville
Cruz Murkowski Vance
Daines Paul Wicker
Ernst Ricketts Young
NOT VOTING—6
Hagerty Manchin Mullin
Hawley Menendez Sinema

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 552, Melissa
Griffin Dalton, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard
J. Durbin, Tammy Duckworth, Tammy
Baldwin, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Brian Schatz, Cory A. Booker, Mark R.
Warner, Patty Murray, Gary C. Peters,
Elizabeth Warren, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Jeanne Shaheen, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand, Angus S. King, Jr., Debbie Sta-
benow, John W. Hickenlooper.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Melissa Griffin Dalton, of Virginia,
to be Under Secretary of the Air Force,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY),
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 56,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 180 Ex.]

YEAS—b56

Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Rounds
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Hoeven Schatz
Brown Hyde-Smith Schumer
Butler Kaine Shaheen
ganctlayvell Eelly Sinema

ardin ing Smith
Carper Klqt;uchar Stabenow
Casey Lujan Tester
Collins Markey
Coons Moran Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Cramer Murphy Warnock
Duckworth Murray Warren
Durbin Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Hassan Reed Young

NAYS—38
Barrasso Ernst Risch
Blackburn Fischer Romney
Boozman Graham Rubio
Braun Grassley Schmitt
Britt Johnson Scott (FL)
Budf‘l Kennedy Scott (SC)
Caplpo Lankford Sullivan
Cassidy Lee ) Thune
Cornyn Lummis Tillis
Cotton Marshall Tuberville
Crapo McConnell
Cruz Paul V%nce
Daines Ricketts Wicker
NOT VOTING—6

Hagerty Manchin Merkley
Hawley Menendez Mullin

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are
56, the nays are 38.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Melissa Griffin Dalton, of
Virginia, to be Under Secretary of the
Air Force.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the confirma-
tion on the Dalton nomination occur at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Thursday, May 23;
further, that the cloture motion with
respect to the motion to proceed to S.
4361 ripen at 2 p.m. tomorrow.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BORDER ACT OF 2024

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, for
years, too many Democrats have been
in denial about the national security
risks at our southern border. And I
have been critical of fellow Democrats
who have failed to acknowledge these
risks, who have failed to recognize that
knowing and controlling who enters
our territory is fundamental to our
sovereignty and our national security.

The
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But now the situation has changed.
There are more than enough Demo-
cratic Senators ready and willing to
pass a strong bipartisan border secu-
rity bill—a border security bill coau-
thored by a conservative Republican
Senator, Senator LANKFORD of OKkla-
homa, who has done extraordinary
work in crafting this legislation; a bill
that would surge enforcement re-
sources to the southern border; that
would tighten asylum standards; that
would expedite the removal of those
who abuse asylum to enter our country
unlawfully; that would hire urgently
needed Border Patrol officers and take
the fight to the drug cartels flooding
our communities with fentanyl.

This is a bipartisan bill to help de-
fend the Nation against terrorists who
would exploit weakness at our south-
ern border to enter our country and
kill Americans. And now it is Repub-
lican Senators who have already once
blocked and this week are threatening
again to block bipartisan border secu-
rity legislation.

Why, the American people ask, would
Republicans in Congress block border
security legislation amidst a national
security crisis?

The answer is simple. Asked recently
on FOX News why Senate Republicans
were blocking the Border Act, Senator
LANKFORD, the Republican coauthor of
the bill, put it very simply:

President Trump said: Don’t fix anything
during the Presidential election.

President Trump said: Don’t fix anything
during the Presidential election.

The former President would rather
wield the border as an election issue
than see Congress secure it, and Repub-
licans in Congress appear to be falling
in line even though it leaves the coun-
try at grave risk. I urge my Republican
colleagues to reconsider their position.

Just as I have criticized Democrats
who for years buried their heads in the
sand about the threat at the southern
border, just as I have criticized the
Biden administration for its failures at
the southern border, this is a time for
Republican Senators to stand up to
President Trump and say: No, we will
not obey your command to leave the
country at risk. Instead, we will do
what is right for the Nation.

The threat of terrorism associated
with unlawful entry at the southern
border is real; it is pressing. If the Sen-
ate fails to pass border security legisla-
tion, refuses to tighten asylum stand-
ards, refuses to hire more Border Pa-
trol officers, refuses to expedite the re-
moval of those who abuse our asylum
system to enter the country unlaw-
fully, our Nation faces a grave national
security risk.

The first vote we will take later this
week on the Border Act will not even
be a vote on the passage of the bill. It
will be a vote on whether the Senate
agrees to debate and consider amend-
ments to the legislation. Senate Re-
publicans think this bill is imperfect.
If they want to offer amendments, they
will have that opportunity.
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