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The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this is 
an amazing moment in the history of 
the Senate and of all Senates because 
in just a few moments, the Senate will 
confirm Angela Martinez to be a dis-
trict judge for the District of Arizona. 
Judge Martinez will be the 200th Fed-
eral judge under the Biden administra-
tion and this Democratic majority. 
Reaching 200 judges is a major mile-
stone. 

Simply put, our 200 judges comprise 
the most diverse slate of judicial nomi-
nations under any President in Amer-
ican history. Our Federal judiciary is 
now far more balanced, far more di-
verse, far more experienced than it was 
just a few years before President Biden 
took office. 

I am so proud of the 200 judges. Mr. 
President, 127 are women, and 125 are 
people of color. That is a majority of 
the judges—more than a majority. Over 
60 percent are women. Two-thirds 
women, two-thirds people of color; 58 
Black judges, 37 Black women judges— 
each a record; 36 Hispanic judges, 33 
Asian American Pacific Island judges— 
also a record. It is amazing. 

Also, there is not just demographic 
diversity but professional diversity. It 
is not just a lot of White male partners 
in big fancy law firms anymore; it is 
people who are public defenders, civil 
rights lawyers, labor lawyers, immigra-
tion lawyers, consumer lawyers. We 
have so much greater diversity on the 
bench, and that is so good for America 
because the bench, the powerful Fed-
eral judiciary filled with lifetime ap-
pointments, should reflect America. It 
has taken too long to get to this point. 
We still have more ground to make up, 
but we are getting there, and we are so 
proud of it. And, of course, the first 
Black woman to serve on the Supreme 
Court, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. 

Ever since I have gotten on the Judi-
ciary Committee, it has been my goal 
to diversify the bench. The judges I 
have chosen in New York have been 
like that for over two decades. But 
now, under the Biden administration 
and under the great leadership of 
Chairman DURBIN and his Judiciary 
Committee, we have really moved for-
ward. 

I want to give special consideration— 
because she works full time on this—to 
my nominations director—we work so 
closely with the White House—and that 
is Catalina Tam, who has been so im-
portant and so dedicated behind the 
scenes in getting these judges con-
firmed. 

This is a really fine day for America. 
When you look at all the trouble and 
all the things swirling around, and 
then you realize so many fine people 
who never would have even had access 
to the Federal bench are getting on the 

bench, it gives you faith in the future 
of this great country. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON MARTINEZ NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Martinez nomination? 

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), 
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
MULLIN). 

The result was announced—yeas 66, 
nays 28, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 177 Ex.] 
YEAS—66 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—28 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Rounds 

Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—6 

Hagerty 
Hawley 

Manchin 
Menendez 

Mullin 
Tester 

The nomination was confirmed. 
(Mr. OSSOFF assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous 
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
and the President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 571, Dena 
M. Coggins, of California, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of California. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard 
Blumenthal, Laphonza R. Butler, Alex 
Padilla, Tim Kaine, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Christopher Murphy, Peter 
Welch, Tammy Duckworth, Tammy 
Baldwin, Christopher A. Coons, Tina 
Smith, John W. Hickenlooper, Chris 
Van Hollen, Mark Kelly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Dena M. Coggins, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of California, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), 
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
MULLIN). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 178 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Hagerty 
Hawley 

Manchin 
Menendez 

Mullin 
Tester 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-

TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are 
50, the nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Dena M. Coggins, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

ISRAEL 
Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, last 

week, on May 14, our friend and ally 
Israel celebrated its 76th Independence 
Day. 

As we all know, Israel was founded in 
the wake of the Holocaust to give the 
Jewish people a homeland that would 
allow them to return to their ancestral 
land that they had been forcibly re-
moved from. 

I am proud—very proud—that the 
United States was the first country to 
recognize Israel; and since then, we 
have been steadfast allies that support 
one another through times both pros-
perous and challenging. 

However, this year’s Israeli Independ-
ence Day came during a time of great 
turmoil, as Israel battles terrorist 
forces that have ruthlessly waged war 
against them since October 7. 

We join them as they mourn the loss 
of over 1,200 Israelis killed in that ini-
tial attack and pray for the safe return 
of the hostages still kept in captivity 
by Hamas. 

In an alarming development, this 
longstanding U.S.-Israel relationship is 
now becoming unnecessarily strained 
by President Biden’s quest to appease 
those in his party who do not support 
the State of Israel, a bastion of democ-
racy and freedom in the Middle East. 

The October 7 attack marks the most 
horrific attack Israel has suffered since 
its founding and the deadliest day for 
the Jewish people since the Holocaust. 
So how did we get to this point? 

The common refrain for those op-
posed to Israel now has been to call for 
cease-fire now. We have seen it all 
across our college campuses. And we 
saw President Biden clap along to 
these demands, again, as he delivered a 
commencement address just this past 
weekend. 

And what is even more mind-boggling 
is that those who are protesting, who 
are they demanding a cease-fire from? 
I haven’t heard a single campus protest 
group call for Hamas to lay down its 
arms or call for Hamas to release the 
hostages. 

Why? Why? Because they want Israel 
to stop fighting, because they want 
Israel to stop defending itself, and be-
cause they want Israel to lose. We can-
not forget the fact that a cease-fire was 
in place on October 7, and that cease- 
fire was broken by Hamas as they de-
liberately attacked innocent civilians 
in the most brutal and barbaric ways. 

So let’s not forget that some of these 
communities, the border towns in 
Israel that were attacked by Hamas, 
were some of the most ardent sup-
porters in Israel for the Palestinian 
people. 

They were some of the biggest advo-
cates for peace. Yet despite the reality, 
here in the United States, our colleges 
have become embroiled in controversy 
over this and play host to anti-Israel 
and anti-Semitic protests that ulti-
mately stopped Jewish students from 
attending class and even led a rabbi at 
Columbia University to recommend 
Jewish students return home for their 
own safety. 

These protesters demand that Israel 
drop their weapons, yet refuse to ac-
knowledge that Hamas is the insti-
gator of the war. But we now know 
what Hamas’ entire plan was: to mini-
mize any chance of peace in the region, 
to attack Israel’s most peace-pro-
moting citizens in the most brutal of 
fashions, especially, and most dan-
gerously and horrifyingly, toward 
Israeli women. 

To undermine the incredible progress 
that had been made possible through 
President Trump’s Abraham Accords, 
to stop an emerging normalization deal 
with Saudi Arabia, and to conduct an 
attack on Israel so horrific that Israel 
had no other choice but to respond. 

In what world would we ever expect a 
country to be attacked in such a brutal 
fashion and not fight to defend itself? 
It is important to note that the chaos 
and instability benefits one bad actor 
above all else, and that is the Iranian 
regime. 

Without Iran’s help, both financially 
and militarily, Hamas would not have 
been able to execute their terrorist at-
tacks on the Israelis. Iran has further 
supported Hamas’s efforts by launching 
over 300 projectiles at Israel on April 
13. And lest we forget, it was an Ira-
nian-made drone that killed three 
American soldiers in Jordan on Janu-
ary 29. 

We must recognize that the deep ties 
between Hamas and Iran and their 
common goal of destroying Israel and 
bringing harm to the United States and 
our citizens. Calls for a cease-fire only 
embolden Hamas and their stated aim 
to repeat the October 7 attacks a sec-
ond, third, and fourth time. Israel must 
defend itself, and they must root out 
the evil that is Hamas. 

So earlier this week, we learned that 
the International Criminal Court 
would seek arrest warrants for leaders 
of Hamas and Israel for war crimes. 

It is simply shocking to me that the 
ICC would seek to establish a delu-
sional level of equivalency between the 
actions of Israel and the actions of 
Hamas. I have seen the footage of the 
attacks on Israeli and American citi-
zens that occurred on October 7, and it 
is clear that Hamas is the real criminal 
involved in this conflict. 

Hamas continues to show no regard 
for its own people, spending billions of 
dollars on over 300 miles of tunnel sys-

tem, but yet they are refusing to allow 
their Palestinian citizens to shelter 
there; and they continue to use hos-
pitals, schools, places of worship for 
military purposes, knowingly placing 
citizens in harm’s way. 

While Israel was founded on the prin-
ciple of promoting development for the 
benefit of all of its inhabitants, 
Hamas’s only mission is to destroy 
Israel. The differences between their 
founding principles, their leadership, 
and their actions could not be any 
more different. And it is abhorrent 
that the ICC would attempt to argue 
otherwise. 

In these times of instability, you 
would hope that the President of the 
United States would display strength. 
Instead, President Biden has decided to 
play politics by placing a hold on secu-
rity assistance that this Congress most 
recently approved. 

This is just the latest foreign policy 
blunder from an administration 
plagued by weakness on the inter-
national stage. Shortly after this pol-
icy of withholding weapons was an-
nounced, Hamas steps away from the 
negotiations on the safe return of the 
hostages. 

It seems like a pretty big coincidence 
to me. Hamas is still holding American 
hostages captive; although, I wonder 
how many of these hostages are still 
alive, as we discovered—I think it was 
last week, four bodies were discovered. 

And President Biden should be doing 
everything within his power to bring 
home those American hostages. In-
stead, he is publicly withholding weap-
ons from our ally and giving their ad-
versary cover. 

When President Biden took office, he 
pledged ironclad support for Israel, but 
now he is publicly backing down from 
that promise. 

He is projecting to our allies and our 
adversaries that the U.S. promises’ can 
be subject to political pressure. 

To further underscore the adminis-
tration’s lack of responsibility, my 
EPW committee came across some-
thing very disturbing this week in our 
ongoing oversight of President Biden’s 
so-called Inflation Reduction Act. You 
might wonder what EPW or the IRA 
have to do with Israel in their battle 
against terrorists. But we discovered 
that the Climate Justice Alliance, a 
group that received $50 million from 
the Biden administration in December, 
openly denies Israel’s right to exist and 
actively supports the horrific actions 
of Hamas. They even promote graphics 
that glorify the bulldozers used by 
Hamas on October 7. 

It is despicable that the EPA is send-
ing millions of dollars through the IRA 
to a group that perpetrates hatred and 
violence under the guise of fighting cli-
mate change and this administration 
would allow U.S. taxpayers’ dollars to 
fund these anti-Semitic activities. 

There is no doubt that the last 7 
months have been an incredibly dif-
ficult time for the people of Israel and 
Jewish Americans here at home. Never, 
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