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hit with one of the former; my classmate,
the latter. Before, we had been students
cramming for our chemistry final; then, on
the other side of Israeli rifles, we were a
mass of terrorists, disqualified from human-
ity.

So that night in November, when my two
friends and I were shot while we were walk-
ing on North Prospect Street, I was not par-
ticularly surprised to find myself lying on
the lawn of a white house and blood splat-
tered across the screen of my phone. Back
home in Ramallah, I knew that I was one
wrong move away from bleeding out; Israeli
soldiers have been Kknown to prevent or
hinder paramedics from tending to injured
Palestinians. But I had never expected to
feel this on a quiet street in Vermont, on a
stroll before Thanksgiving dinner.

The shooting of three Palestinian Ameri-
cans in Burlington has received more sus-
tained coverage than any single act of vio-
lence against Palestinians in Gaza and the
West Bank since Oct. 7. Why did reporters
and news channels interview our mothers
and take our portraits when young men my
age have been shot at by snipers, detained
indefinitely without trial and treated as a
statistic? It’s a question that has eaten away
at me these past months. Was it the shock of
such a violent crime in peaceful Vermont?
Was it that my friends and I went to well-
known American colleges? Did the timing of
our shooting during a holiday weekend play
a role? I’'m sure it did, but to me, the deter-
mining factor is the renaming of the crime:
Instead of settlements, the Oslo Accords or
the intifada, the conversation around our
shooting involved terms such as ‘‘gun vio-
lence,” ‘“‘hate crimes’ and ‘‘right-wing extre-
mism.” Instead of being maimed in Arab
streets, we were shot in small-town America.
Instead of being seen as Palestinians, for
once, we were seen as people.

Death and dehumanization are status quo
for Palestinians. We grow used to being fun-
neled through checkpoints and strip-
searched, assault rifles trained on us all the
while. The result is a constant existential
calculus: If an unarmed autistic man, an 8-
year-old boy and a journalist wearing a vest
emblazoned ‘‘Press’ could be perceived to be
such a threat that they were shot dead, then
I must accept that by existing as a Pales-
tinian, I am a legitimate target.

This dynamic was so ubiquitous to me that
I could not quite put it into words until I left
the West Bank to attend college in the
United States. My classes gave me the vo-
cabulary to understand dehumanization, the
portrayal of the colonized as a violent primi-
tive. I realized that the infrastructure of the
occupation—the checkpoints, the detentions,
the armed settlers encroaching—is built
around the violence I am assumed to be ca-
pable of, not who I am.

This system of othering—Israeli-only
roads, fenced-off settlements, the ‘‘security”
wall—is an inherent part of the Israeli state
psyche. Yet far from ensuring Israelis’ safe-
ty, it instead inflicts mass humiliation on
Palestinians. Close to half of the Palestin-
ians alive today were born after the violence
of the second intifada, and have interacted
with Israelis only in the confines of the secu-
rity apparatus built in its wake. The mili-
tary apparatus in my home in the West Bark
is a judge, jury and executioner. While set-
tlers in the West Bank are subject to Israeli
civilian law, Palestinians are subject to mili-
tary law. It is as if we are all already com-
batants.

The dehumanization we face is twofold: Be-
yond the day-to-day aspects of our lives, it
permeates the media coverage of what we ex-
perience. In the news, our militancy is pre-
sumed, our killers unnamed, and our deaths
repackaged into statistics. Somehow, we die
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without being killed. The very veracity of
our deaths is called into question. The ex-
tent of the civilian death toll in Gaza should
not come as a surprise when Israel’s defense
minister, Yoav Gallant, can speak unchecked
of “‘human animals.”

My story is one drop in the ocean of suf-
fering faced by Palestinians, and compared
to the immense and indescribable suffering
of the people of Gaza, frankly trivial. As I
wheeled myself down the smooth corridors of
the hospital where I received care after the
shooting, I thought of those in wheelchairs
in Gaza, struggling to navigate the rubble-
strewn streets as they fled their homes. I
thought of the reports about a woman being
shot dead as she held her grandson’s hand
while he clutched a white flag. I thought of
a 17-year-old shot in the back by settlers in
the West Bank. The pain of knowing their
fates is fathomless, and it has yet to cease.

I think back to the circumstances in which
I was shot with my two friends, Kinnan
Abdalhamid and Tahseen Aliahmad, and
imagine them instead in the context of the
West Bank. A Hisham, Kinnan and Tahseen
shot there could have been left to die. Our
names would circulate for a day or two in
pro-Palestinian circles, but in the end, we
would be commemorated only on a poster in
the streets of Ramallah, our faces eventually
worn down with time like the countless oth-
ers I've walked past in the streets of my
home. If that scenario does not stir the same
feelings in you as my shooting, if your first
instinct when a Palestinian is shot, maimed
or left handicapped is to find excuses, then I
do not want your support.

When I was still in the hospital, my family
and I were visited by a friend who had just
recently made it out of Gaza. He recounted
how he saw the beginning of the Israeli
bombing from his balcony, and soon after
showered and left his house with a prepacked
bag. He told me of tents, of hunger, of explo-
sions, but there is one thing that really
stood out for me as he recounted his ordeal.

He explained how the only way for him to
survive in Gaza was to accept that he had al-
ready died. Only after he had come to terms
with the realization that his life as he knew
it was over could he enjoy a puff of a ciga-
rette and a sip of coffee in the morning. This
acceptance is the goal of the Israeli dehu-
manization complex. To be Palestinian
today is to accept this fate.

I have been back on campus since Feb-
ruary, and the adjustment has been tough.
The man who is accused of shooting me has
pleaded not guilty to three counts of at-
tempted second-degree murder. But my mind
is elsewhere. Every morning when I wake up,
I check for one number. It has exceeded
35,000. It’s difficult for me to come to terms
with the reality of so much loss.

In class, between Mesopotamian myths and
commutative algebra, a few thoughts play on
a loop in my mind: How can we come back
from so much grief? How could we let this
happen? What are we supposed to make of
the world when Palestinian deaths are ex-
cused by talking points, repeated again and
again on the news? I yearn to return to my
home, to my olive trees, my cats and my
family.

I realize, though, that when I cross the
King Hussein Bridge from Jordan into the
West Bank, I will return to my designation
as a potential terrorist. I cease to be a junior
at Brown University, a student of archae-
ology and mathematics, a San Francisco Gi-
ants fan, a Balkan history nerd. My entire
identity will be reduced to my capacity for
violence, not as a human being, but as a Pal-
estinian.
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26TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MON-
TANA YOUTH CHALLENGE ACAD-
EMY

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I
have the honor of recognizing the Mon-
tana Youth Challenge Academy’s—
MYCA—25th anniversary.

The Youth Challenge Academy in
Dillon, MT, is one of approximately 40
programs of its kind across the country
and the only one located on a college
campus. Over the past 25 years, MYCA
has graduated almost 4,000 successful
cadets. These young people are empow-
ered to complete their education and
choose a new path in life, whether that
be enlisting in military service, becom-
ing skilled in the trades industry, or
enrolling in college classes; this pro-
gram lays the foundation for a success-
ful future through their implementa-
tion of a quasi-military training
model.

Academy leaders and mentors teach
valuable life skills while forging trust-
ed relationships with program partici-
pants, their parents and guardians, and
a network of supporters. Mentorship
continues to be among the most unique
and important aspects of this program,
as it ensures each cadet is receiving
support that best fits their needs and
promotes a seamless transition into
the next phase of their journey. Upon
completion of the program, each grad-
uate is connected with a local commu-
nity mentor for 1 year to help them see
how the skills they have learned in the
program translate beyond the academy
to benefit not just themselves, but
their communities. It is clear that
when cadets successfully exit the pro-
gram, they bring with them a renewed
sense of confidence, responsibility, and
positivity they are ready to share with
others.

The Montana Youth Challenge Acad-
emy exemplifies what it means to look
out for your neighbor and pour into the
next generation of Montanans.e

———

RECOGNIZING RUTHVEN MEAT
PROCESSING

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to
recognize Ruthven Meat Processing of
Ruthven, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week.

In 2002, Terry and Beth Kraft founded
Ruthven Meat Processing in Ruthven
in the former Farmers’ Creamery
building. Ruthven Meat Processing of-
fers customers a wide range of meats,
custom meat processing, meat storage,
and seasoning rubs. In 2018, Ruthven
Meat Processing opened a location in
Spirit Lake, IA, and the ‘‘Locker at the
Park’” in Arnolds Park Amusement
Park. In 2022, Ruthven Meat Processing
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continued to expand with a location in
Spencer, TA, named ‘“The Butchery on
Grand.” Ruthven Meat Processing also
has a retail shop that offers beverages,
smoked meats, and cheeses. In addition
to their meat and grocery selections,
the team at Ruthven Meat Processing
provides informational classes on cook-
ing and food preparation.

Ruthven Meat Processing is an exem-
plary family business. In 2014, Terry
and Beth’s son Chris and his wife Suzie
moved from Los Angeles to Iowa and
began working at Ruthven Meat Proc-
essing. In 2019, Terry and Beth Kraft
sold Ruthven Meat Processing to their
son Chris. Today, Chris serves as the
president and CEO. Suzie serves as the
vice president of marketing. In addi-
tion to handling the marketing for
Ruthven Meat Processing, Suzie writes
“The Butcher’s Wife” blog. The blog
started in 2018 and gives readers a
glimpse into life as a butcher, tasty
recipes, and insider information on
talking to your local butcher about dif-
ferent cuts of meat.

The Ruthven Meat Processing team
is well-recognized for their hard work.
They have won numerous awards from
the Iowa Meat Processors Association,
notably the 2017 Grand Champion Inno-
vative Beef and 2016 Reserve Grand
Champion Summer Sausage awards.
They have also garnered national rec-
ognition for their contributions to the
meat processing industry. The Amer-
ican Association of Meat Processors
awarded Ruthven Meat Processing the
2016 Best of the Midwest Reserve Grand
Champion Flavored Bacon award for
their pepper bacon. In 2020, the Iowa
Great Lakes Area Chamber of Com-
merce named Ruthven Meat Processing
the Business of the Year.

The Ruthven Meat Processing team
is actively involved in the northwest
Iowa community. They are proud sup-
porters of the Special Olympics and
sponsored the 2024 Okoboji Winter
Games Chili Cook-Off. In 2024, Chris
and Suzie participated in Spencer Main
Street’s Celebrity Waiter fundraiser to
support grants for community develop-
ment in Spencer. Chris and Suzie Kraft
are passionate about their employees
and have been designated by the Iowa
Economic Development Authority as
one of ‘‘Iowa’s Best Places for Working
Parents.” In 2024, Ruthven Meat Proc-
essing celebrated its 22nd business an-
niversary under the Kraft family’s
leadership.

Ruthven Meat Processing’s commit-
ment and passion is clear. I want to
congratulate the Kraft family and the
entire team at Ruthven Meat Proc-
essing for their dedication to providing
quality meat, cheese, and butcher serv-
ices to the northwest Iowa community.
I look forward to seeing their contin-
ued growth and success in Iowa.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Armed Services.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13303 OF MAY 22, 2003, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE STABILIZATION
OF IRAQ—PM 54

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
stabilization of Iraq declared in Execu-
tive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003—as
modified in scope and relied upon for
additional steps taken in Executive
Order 13290 of March 20, 2003, Executive
Order 13315 of August 28, 2003, Execu-
tive Order 13350 of July 29, 2004, Execu-
tive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004,
Executive Order 13438 of July 17, 2007,
and Executive Order 13668 of May 27,
2014—is to continue in effect beyond
May 22, 2024.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Therefore, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13303 with re-
spect to the stabilization of Iraq.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 20, 2024.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
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retary of the Senate, on May 16, 2024,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 546. An act to amend the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to au-
thorize law enforcement agencies to use
COPS grants for recruitment activities, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3935. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to reauthorize and improve the
Federal Aviation Administration and other
civil aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the en-
rolled bills were subsequently signed
on May 16, 2024, during the adjourn-
ment of the Senate, by the President
pro tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 354. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to improve the Law Enforce-
ment Officer Safety Act and provisions relat-
ing to the carrying of concealed weapons by
law enforcement officers, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 8146. An act to require a report by the
Attorney General on the impact the border
crisis is having on law enforcement at the
Federal, State, local, and Tribal level.

H.R. 8369. An act to provide for the expedi-
tious delivery of defense articles and defense
services for Israel and other matters.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 354. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to improve the Law Enforce-
ment Officer Safety Act and provisions relat-
ing to the carrying of concealed weapons by
law enforcement officers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 8146. An act to require a report by the
Attorney General on the impact the border
crisis is having on law enforcement at the
Federal, State, local, and Tribal level; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 4361. A bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for border security
and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses.

——————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 8369. An act to provide for the expedi-
tious delivery of defense articles and defense
services for Israel and other matters.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T00:56:49-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




