May 15, 2024

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Sanket
Jayshukh Bulsara, of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of New York.

NOMINATION OF SANKET JAYSHUKH BULSARA

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today, the Senate will vote to confirm
Judge Sanket J. Bulsara to the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District
of New York.

Born in Bronx, NY, Judge Bulsara re-
ceived his A.B., magna cum laude, from
Harvard College and his J.D., cum
laude, from Harvard Law School. After
graduating from law school, he clerked
for Judge John G. Koeltl on the U.S.
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York. Judge Bulsara then
began his legal career as an associate
with Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP. He
then spent a year working as the man-
ager of planning and data analysis with
the New York City Department of Edu-
cation Division of Human Resources.

From 2005 to 2015, Judge Bulsara
worked in private practice at Wilmer
Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
first as an associate and later as coun-
sel, before becoming partner in 2012.
While working at WilmerHale, he was
seconded to serve as special assistant
district attorney in the Kings County
District Attorney’s Office between 2007
and 2008. From 2015 to 2017, Bulsara
worked as deputy general counsel for
Appellate Litigation, Adjudication,
and Enforcement at the SEC. In 2017,
he became acting general counsel.
Since 2017, Bulsara has served as a
magistrate judge on the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of New
York.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Judge Bulsara as ‘‘well
qualified,” and his nomination is
strongly supported by his home State
Senators, Mr. SCHUMER and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND.

With significant litigation and judi-
cial experience, Judge Bulsara will
serve the Eastern District of New York
with distinction as a district judge. I
am proud to support his nomination.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m. today.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:30 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. ROSEN ).

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

VOTE ON BULSARA NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Bulsara nomination?
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. RICKETTS),

and the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE).
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.

BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?
The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 42, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 166 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Baldwin Graham Peters
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Rosen
Booker Hickenlooper Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Butler Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell Kelly Sinema
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Lujan Tester
Collins Markey Van Hollen
Coons Merkley Warner
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warnock
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Murray Welch
Fetterman Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden

NAYS—42
Barrasso Grassley Paul
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Britt Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—T7

Capito Menendez Vance
Crapo Ricketts
Manchin Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is made and laid upon the
table, and the President will be noti-
fied of the Senate’s actions.

————
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Eric C. Schulte,
of South Dakota, to be United States
District Judge for the District of South
Dakota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
now 2 minutes of debate equally di-
vided.
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NOMINATION OF ERIC C. SCHULTE

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today, the Senate will vote to confirm
Eric Schulte to the U.S. District Court
for the District of South Dakota.

Born in Sioux Falls, SD, Mr. Schulte
received both his B.A. and his J.D.
from the University of South Dakota.
After clerking for the judges of the
Second Judicial Circuit in Sioux Falls,
Mr. Schulte joined Davenport, Evans,
Hurwitz, and Smith, where he has
spent his entire legal career—first as
an associate and later as a partner. In
his more than two decades at Dav-
enport Evans, he has engaged in every
aspect of litigation, from drafting
pleadings and conducting written dis-
covery, to trying 22 trials to verdict. In
addition, Mr. Schulte has also argued
before the South Dakota Supreme
Court seven times.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Mr. Schulte ‘‘well quali-
fied”’ to serve on the district court, and
he has the strong support of Senators
Thune and Rounds. Mr. Schulte’s deep
ties to the South Dakota legal commu-
nity, combined with his courtroom ex-
perience, will make him well-posi-
tioned to serve on the Federal bench
with distinction.

I thank my colleagues for supporting
his nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I rise
today in support of the nomination of
an outstanding South Dakotan, Eric
Schulte, who has been nominated to
fill a vacancy at the U.S. District
Court for the District of South Dakota.

Eric Schulte is a lifetime resident of
South Dakota who received his J.D.
from the University of South Dakota
School of Law in 1999.

From 1999 to 2000, he served as a law
clerk to the South Dakota Second Ju-
dicial Circuit in Sioux Falls, and he
has been a partner at the Davenport,
Evans, Hurwitz, and Smith law firm
since 2005.

He was also president of the South
Dakota state bar association from 2015
to 2016. And in his spare time, he is a
member of the Academy of American
Poets and a frequent contributor to
“Pasque Petals,” the South Dakota
State Poetry Society magazine.

Mr. Schulte has the experience and
knowledge to be a district judge; and,
crucially, I believe that he has the
character and impartiality for a life-
time appointment on the Federal
bench.

I strongly support his nomination,
and I encourage my colleagues to con-
firm him as a judge for the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the State of South Da-
kota.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON SCHULTE NOMINATION

I ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Schulte nomi-
nation?
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The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), and
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The result was announced—yeas
nays 33, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 167 Ex.]

61,

YEAS—61
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rounds
Bennet Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Hoeven Schumer
Booker Kaine Shaheen
Brown Kelly Sinema
Butler King Smith
gan;_well Elql}uchar Stabenow
ardin ujan
Carper Markey $Ester
Casey McConnell June
. Tillis
Collins Merkley
Coons Moran Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Cramer Murphy Warnock
Duckworth Murray Warren
Durbin Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wicker
Graham Reed Wyden
Hassan Romney Young
Heinrich Rosen
NAYS—33
Barrasso Ernst Marshall
Blackburn Fischer Mullin
Boozman Grassley Paul
Braun Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cassidy Johnson Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford Scott (SC)
Cruz Lee Sullivan
Daines Lummis Tuberville
NOT VOTING—6
Capito Manchin Sanders
Crapo Menendez Vance

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE

TREASURY RELATING TO
““CORONAVIRUS STATE AND
LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY
FUNDS”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and proceed to
the consideration of S.J. Res. 57, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 57) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
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of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of the Treas-
ury relating to ‘‘Coronavirus State and
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds”.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

REMEMBERING MARGARET MINER

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
come to the floor this afternoon to talk
about a great friend of mine, Margaret
Miner.

My friend Margaret Miner died last
week. I am really sad about it. Her
family and her friends are really sad
about it because she was a great friend,
she was warm, and she was generous,
because she was funny, she was kind,
because she made a lot of other peo-
ple’s lives better.

But I am also sad because Margaret
was one of a kind. She was a true Ren-
aissance woman. She was a polymath.
She was voracious about intaking the
world and about giving back to it.

I have never met anybody like her. I
will never meet anybody like her
again. I will never see a partnership
like the one that she had with her late
husband Hugh Rawson. Her legacy lives
on, but there is just no doubt that the
mold was broken in two when they
made Margaret Miner.

She was born in New York City in
1938. Her parents—Tony and Francis—
were in show business, which kind of
makes sense if you knew her but kind
of doesn’t.

In 1984, she moved from Brooklyn to
Roxbury, CT—Roxbury is a smalltown,
quintessential New England village in
Northwest Connecticut—and there she
became a fixture in the community.
She began her life’s work of fighting to
protect the natural beauty of this
State that she called home for the next
40 years.

I first met Margaret as soon as I
graduated college. So I went to work
for a long-shot congressional candidate
who happened to be personal friends
with Margaret and Hugh.

And Margaret and Hugh were also, at
the time, pretty adept local political
activists in Litchfield County. There
were no two people who worked harder
for that long-shot candidate, their
friend, than Margaret and Hugh. They
raised money. They knocked on doors.
They put up lawn signs—whatever
their friend needed, whatever their
friend’s 22-year-old campaign manager
needed. She and Hugh were selfless. 1
saw that up close. I saw what a good
friend Margaret could be.

Then, years later, when I was elected
to the State legislature, I got to know
Margaret as an advocate. She was in
those legislative halls in Hartford, CT,
nearly every single day, fighting for
her cause, the cause of clean water and
a healthy environment.

She single-handedly made her organi-
zation, Rivers Alliance, which she led
for 18 years, a force to be reckoned
with in Hartford. Under her leadership,
Rivers Alliance became a force in Con-
necticut politics.

Her team fought for and successfully
helped to pass State laws to create a
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statewide water plan to protect
streamflow in water courses, to ban the
water contaminant MTBE in gasoline,
to protect funding for the Connecticut
Council on Environmental Quality, and
to restore and protect State funding
for the U.S. Geological Survey. That is
just the tip of the iceberg in terms of
what Margaret did, in terms of what
Margaret and the people she mentored
produced in Hartford. But her work was
always about something bigger than
herself or even her organization, Rivers
Alliance.

She was really dedicated to building
a movement around water quality,
around water health, around the envi-
ronment. She helped teach people all
across the State how to advocate for
themselves, how to advocate for the
causes that they mutually cared about.

She was an organizer of people at
heart, encouraging countless individ-
uals all around the State and all
around the country to join the causes
that she cared about. And she was just
good at it. There were fewer people who
were more inspiring or convincing than
Margaret was.

Now, Margaret wasn’t a big, bois-
terous, loud personality, but she was
sincere; she was genuine; and she never
ever gave up. Her persistence was her
calling card.

Her unrelenting advocacy did not go
unrecognized or unnoticed. She re-
ceived countless awards for her work
during her lifetime. She received the
first Champion of Water Award from
the Connecticut Water Policy Council.
She received the Clyde O. Fisher Award
for environmental achievement from
the Connecticut Bar Association.

She was the first recipient of the Dr.
Marc J. Taylor Environmental Stew-
ardship Award, the Rockfall Founda-
tion’s Tom ODell Distinguished Service
Award. In 2016, I nominated her for the
EPA’s prestigious Lifetime Merit
Award.

People knew what she had done in
Connecticut, and so, good for Con-
necticut that we didn’t have to wait for
Margaret’s passing before singling her
out for her seminal achievements in
the area of environmental protection.

But what made Margaret so compel-
ling, what made Margaret so amazing
was that in addition to being a great
friend, in addition to leading one of the
State’s preeminent environmental or-
ganizations, she was incredibly accom-
plished in so many other fields.

The rest of her life, when you say it
out loud, in addition to all of that
achievement, it kind of almost sounds
implausible.

For instance, in her free time, Mar-
garet was a nationally known and cele-
brated author, not about the environ-
ment, but about the history of
quotable people. She was the coauthor
of five dictionaries of quotations, in-
cluding the ‘‘Oxford Dictionary of
American Quotations’” with her hus-
band Hugh. In her spare time, she
wrote five anthologies of quotations—
five books.
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