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California, to be United States Perma-
nent Representative to the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cul-
tural Organization, with the rank of 
Ambassador. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Texas. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it has 

been more than 7 months since Israel 
was attacked by an Iranian proxy, 
known as Hamas, from Gaza. Hamas 
terrorists attacked innocent Israelis on 
October 7 of last year, marking the 
deadliest day for Jews since the Holo-
caust. Innocent people were raped, 
murdered, and taken hostage, and 
nearly 130 remain hostage in Gaza, in-
cluding at least 4 American citizens. 

In this conflict, the line between 
good and evil could not be clearer. On 
one side is America’s alley and the lone 
democracy in the Middle East. On the 
other is a terrorist organization whose 
greatest goal is to simply destroy the 
Jewish State. Hamas terrorists will do 
whatever it takes to achieve that goal, 
including using their own citizens as 
human shields. I can only recall back 
to some of the horrific videos that we 
have seen of what they have done to 
babies and innocent civilians—men, 
women, and children. 

Despite this, President Biden—and 
notwithstanding some of his rather un-
equivocal rhetoric—seems confused by 
whom we should be supporting in this 
conflict. As the war goes on, the Presi-
dent has slowly backed away from 
Israel—first with words and now 
through action. Last week, he threat-
ened to withhold military aid—mili-
tary aid that had been voted for on a 
broad, bipartisan basis in the Congress 
and which he had actually asked for. 
He effectively issued an ultimatum to 
our ally as it fights these terrorists: Do 
what I say or else. 

From the beginning of this war, I 
have said that Israel’s operation should 
not be dictated by anyone but them-
selves and their national security in-
terests. For some reason, President 
Biden has focused on Prime Minister 
Netanyahu as if he were the sole deci-
sionmaker in Israel when, in fact, there 
is a unity war cabinet that is making 
those decisions, not Prime Minister 
Netanyahu alone. 

I can only think back to the horrible 
days after 9/11/2001, a day that 3,000 
Americans died as a result of a ter-
rorist attack in New York and Wash-
ington, DC. America’s allies knew bet-
ter than to attempt to micromanage 
our response. Instead, they stood in 
solidarity with the American people 
and pledged their support as U.S. 
troops defended our country. Israel de-
serves the same support now that we 
got 23 years ago, but the Biden admin-
istration seems confused and of two 
minds and is sending a terrible message 
to our closest Middle Eastern ally. 

But this is not the first time we have 
seen the Biden administration’s grow-
ing rift with Israel. Last week, when 
Hamas announced it had accepted the 

terms of a cease-fire agreement offered 
by Qatar and Egypt, the announcement 
set off a media frenzy, but it quickly 
became clear there was one glaring 
problem: Israel had yet to see, much 
less accept, the terms of the proposal. 
The Israeli Government didn’t even re-
ceive the text of the proposal until an 
hour after Hamas released its state-
ment. Prime Minister Netanyahu de-
scribed the terms as ‘‘far from Israel’s 
necessary requirements.’’ 

It is no surprise to me that Hamas’s 
leaders went rogue and announced a 
deal before anything had been agreed 
to, much less seen, but it is very deeply 
concerning that Israel was caught com-
pletely off guard, especially when re-
ports indicate that the United States 
had been involved in those negotia-
tions, presumably to the exclusion of 
Israel. According to reports from 
Axios, the Biden administration knew 
about the deal but failed to brief Israel 
before Monday’s surprise announce-
ment from Hamas. 

The report says: 
Two Israeli officials said the feeling is that 

‘‘Israel got played’’ by the U.S. and the me-
diators who drafted ‘‘a new deal’’ and 
weren’t transparent about it. 

Negotiations of this magnitude are 
understandably extremely delicate, but 
there is no reason the Biden adminis-
tration should have kept the Israeli 
Government in the dark. Israel is a val-
ued ally, but the Biden administration 
continues to treat it as an 
untrustworthy antagonist. 

Administration officials have devel-
oped a habit of manipulating, deni-
grating, and withholding vital informa-
tion, and I am extremely worried about 
the impact of this growing rift and 
what it will mean between the strong 
relationship between our two coun-
tries. It is Iran which is the principal 
state sponsor of international ter-
rorism. Particularly in the Middle 
East, that is the evil head of the snake. 
Hamas, of course—like Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and 
the Shia militias in Iraq and Syria—is 
the means by which they attack the 
United States and its allies, including 
Israel, and they are bent on the de-
struction of the State of Israel. 

Of course, it is not just President 
Biden’s interactions with Israel; it is 
the way he treats the situation here at 
home as well. Since Hamas’s 
unprovoked attack on Israel, countless 
Americans have spoken out about this 
conflict. We have seen pro-Israel pro-
tests, anti-Israel protests, and repeated 
calls for the violence to end. Of course, 
we all know the First Amendment pro-
tects the right of any American to 
speak freely and protest peacefully, 
and countless Americans have exer-
cised that right without incident. But 
we also know that the Supreme Court 
has said that neutral factors like time, 
place, and manner in which those pro-
tests occur are important, and school 
administrators and other officials are 
completely within their rights to de-
termine the time, manner, and place of 

the exercise of those First Amendment 
rights. 

In the past few weeks, we have seen 
an alarming escalation in protest tac-
tics, and some of the most concerning 
examples have taken place on college 
campuses. I have to wonder whether 
our higher education system has sim-
ply lost its way. The purpose of our in-
stitutions of higher learning are just 
that—to learn. Yes, protesting, diver-
sity of opinion, and debate are impor-
tant parts of learning but not breaking 
the law or breaking the rules of the in-
stitution or jeopardizing the ability of 
other students to actually pursue their 
education. 

At Columbia University, a group of 
protesters broke into an academic 
building and barricaded its doors. At 
UCLA, anti-Israel protesters physically 
blocked Jewish students from getting 
to class. At Yale, a Jewish student 
journalist was attacked by a pro- 
Hamas mob while attempting to film a 
protest. 

As I said, the First Amendment pro-
tects speech. It protects the right to 
protest peacefully. It does not give 
anyone the freedom to riot, to destroy, 
to threaten, or to carry out acts of vio-
lence against others. It certainly 
doesn’t protect the right to attack 
someone based on their religion. 

This situation has become so volatile 
and so dangerous that two major uni-
versities canceled their graduation 
ceremonies. Can you imagine, after liv-
ing through the pandemic, where class-
es were canceled and put online and 
where students were prohibited the 
privilege of attending their own grad-
uation exercises to now having, be-
cause of these violent, destructive pro-
tests, their graduations canceled? Co-
lumbia and the University of Southern 
California called off their main com-
mencement ceremonies due to security 
concerns. It is important to note that 
the college class of 2024 was also the 
high school class of 2020. Many of these 
students didn’t have high school grad-
uation ceremonies because of the pan-
demic, and now they have been denied 
an opportunity to graduate in a public 
ceremony from their colleges or uni-
versities. 

Despite the escalation of violence 
and anti-Semitic rhetoric in recent 
weeks, President Biden has failed to 
demonstrate much needed leadership. 
Every statement he has made on this 
topic has been paired with some sort of 
equivocation, with some sort of expres-
sion of moral equivalency to what 
Israel is doing and what Hamas is 
doing. 

As an example, a few weeks ago, the 
President said, ‘‘I condemn the anti-Se-
mitic protests,’’ but then quickly 
noted, ‘‘I also condemn those who don’t 
understand what’s going on with the 
Palestinians.’’ 

He equated anti-Semitism with igno-
rance, seemingly suggesting that at-
tacking Jewish people was just as bad 
as ignoring the news. But there can be 
no equivocation. Anti-Semitism is 
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wrong. Violent riots are wrong. At-
tempts to occupy college campuses, de-
stroy property, break university rules, 
and interfere with the educations of 
your fellow students is wrong. 

It is no surprise that the President 
was met with serious criticism and 
that his communications team seemed 
to shift to a new approach—this time, 
silence, radio silence. As rioters occu-
pied a building on Columbia’s campus 
and Jewish students endured threats, 
the President of the United States was 
eerily silent. It wasn’t until a couple of 
weeks ago that he unequivocally con-
demned the threats against Jewish stu-
dents. I am glad he finally came around 
to his senses, but he hardly deserves 
credit for reaching the obvious conclu-
sion after so much damage has already 
been done. 

The war initiated by Hamas against 
Israel last October 7 has exposed a star-
tling lack of leadership from the Com-
mander in Chief. The President is with-
holding military aid to our closest ally 
in the Middle East. He and his lieuten-
ants have created fractures in the his-
torically strong relationship between 
the United States and Israel. They 
have failed to show resolve when it 
comes to quashing anti-Semitism on 
college campuses, and intentionally or 
not, they have allowed violent protests 
to terrorize college campuses. 

Over and over again, the Biden ad-
ministration’s response to the war be-
tween Israel and Hamas has fallen 
short. Again, there is no equivalency. 
There is no on one hand it is Israel and 
on the other hand it is Hamas. This is 
a conflict not only between Hamas and 
Israel—the proxy of Iran—but also be-
tween good and evil. We know Presi-
dent Biden is in campaign mode 6 
months now before the election, but he 
cannot turn on one of his closest allies 
in an attempt to appeal to the most 
radical elements in his political party. 

The fate of Israel—its existence—is 
at stake here. The safety of the Jewish 
people in America is at stake. The 
President needs to treat this issue with 
the seriousness and the clarity that it 
demands. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Nevada. 
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak in recognition of Na-
tional Police Week. 

This week is a time for our Nation to 
collectively recognize and honor the 
bravery and dedication of the men and 
women who keep our communities safe. 

I want to give special thanks to the 
law enforcement officers across my 
State of Nevada who serve every day 
with honor, integrity, and courage. 

In Nevada, while we are a State that 
welcomes visitors from around the 
world, our policemen and women are 
critical for protecting our commu-
nities—not only our communities but 
also all of those visitors. It is a task 
that they have proven time and time 
again that they stand ready for. 

More than 6 years ago, Las Vegas ex-
perienced the deadliest mass shooting 
in American history. And in that mo-
ment—in that moment—local police 
and first responders ran toward danger 
to neutralize the threat, to get people 
to safety, and to save countless lives. 
Do you know why? That is what they 
are trained to do. 

Whether it is a major emergency or a 
domestic dispute or a routine traffic 
stop, every day they put on their uni-
form and leave their homes—the brave 
men and women of Nevada’s law en-
forcement community—and put their 
lives on the line. These officers know 
the risk of the job, but their sense of 
service is even stronger. 

I want Nevada law enforcement to 
know: I have your back. 

As I have met with police officials 
across my State of Nevada, they have 
consistently told me one of the biggest 
challenges they are facing is the dire 
shortage of officers and support staff. 
We must tackle this head-on. That is 
why I am working across party lines to 
make sure we take action here in Con-
gress to hire and to retain more offi-
cers. 

I signed on to bipartisan legislation— 
the Recruit and Retain Act—which will 
establish a Federal pipeline between 
local police departments and schools to 
help facilitate recruitment activities 
and encourage young people into these 
careers. 

It is going to also help cover some of 
the costs associated with recruitment 
and onboarding, making it easier to 
bring on these new officers. 

I was proud to help pass this bipar-
tisan legislation here in the Senate 
nearly a year ago, and I call on the 
House of Representatives to take ac-
tion on this critical legislation as soon 
as possible. 

I will keep pushing to see that our 
law enforcement officers have access to 
resources, training, and recruitment 
support—the kinds of things that they 
need to do their jobs safely. 

While we work to support our police, 
we must also remember to honor fallen 
officers. These are our heroes who left 
behind families, friends, colleagues, 
and communities they serve and help 
to protect. 

Earlier this month, my team at-
tended an annual Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial ceremony to pay our 
respects to the memory of the five new 
officers whose names were added to the 
memorial this year. 

Mr. President, to honor their lives 
and their bravery, I ask unanimous 
consent to submit a list of the names 
of the five fallen law enforcement offi-
cers who were added to the Nevada Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial to be 
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Sergeant Michael Abbate, Nevada Depart-
ment of Public Safety, Highway Patrol. 
Trooper Alberto Felix, Nevada Department 
of Public Safety, Highway Patrol. Trooper 

Clifford Fontaine, Nevada Department of 
Public Safety, Highway Patrol. Officer An-
thony Francone, Pyramid Lake Paiute Trib-
al Police. Corrections Officer Victor Hunter, 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department. 

Ms. ROSEN. These brave officers— 
these brave officers—they made the ul-
timate sacrifice for our communities, 
and they deserve our eternal gratitude. 

I promise that I will keep working 
with my colleagues across the aisle to 
support our police departments, sup-
port the officers who serve, to support 
our staff, and to support all of their 
families. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, in my 
12 years in Congress, like you, I have 
been blessed to participate in lots of 
events—large ones, small ones, me-
dium-sized ones—in my State, through-
out our Nation, even around the world. 

It is difficult to rank them. Some of 
them are more memorable than others. 
They are all special. They are all im-
portant. Some of them are great cele-
brations. Others are more somber. 
Some are even sad, occasionally. But 
when these events are done, we go to 
the next thing on our very busy sched-
ule that is prepared for us by someone 
we hire who is looking out for us. We 
trust that person with the irrevocable 
asset of our time, often with little op-
portunity to process or think much 
about what we have just done and what 
we have just participated in. 

As you know, it is Police Week in our 
Nation, and, of course, the evidence of 
that is all around us here in Wash-
ington, DC. 

I began my Police Week on Sunday, 
surrounded by heroes with badges at 
the 31st Annual TOP COPS Banquet. 
TOP COPS is a program hosted by the 
National Association of Police Organi-
zations, which recognizes 10 heroic acts 
by local, county, State, and Federal 
law enforcement Agencies and officers 
during the previous year. 

The reason I attended this year’s 
TOP COPS banquet was to join Fargo 
Police Officer Zachary Robinson and 
his wife Ashley—who are in the Cham-
ber with us today in the Members’ Gal-
lery—as Zach received one of the 10 
TOP COPS recognitions. Also attend-
ing were his parents, colleagues, and 
friends—including Governor Doug 
Burgum; our attorney general, Drew 
Wrigley; the chief of police from Fargo; 
and many, many others. 

Zach is a 7-year veteran of the Fargo 
Police Department, where he serves as 
a member of the honor guard, the 
crowd management team, and the Red 
River Valley Regional Bomb Squad. Of-
ficer Robinson, like so many of our law 
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