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(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 

of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the family of Sergeant Lubin as a 
demonstration of the respect and admiration 
that the United States Senate has for her 
memory. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 537—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD RECOGNIZE 
THE 1994 GENOCIDE IN RWANDA 
AS ‘‘THE GENOCIDE AGAINST 
THE TUTSI IN RWANDA’’ 
Mr. ROUNDS submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 537 
Whereas, in 2018, the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly amended the title of the an-
nual observance of the genocide in Rwanda 
on April 7 to be the ‘‘International Day of 
Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the 
Tutsi in Rwanda’’; 

Whereas United States officials have noted 
publicly that the genocide in Rwanda was 
‘‘intended to destroy Tutsi’’; 

Whereas, on April 7, 2023, Secretary of 
State Blinken stated, ‘‘The U.S. stands with 
Rwanda . . . in remembering the Tutsi vic-
tims of genocide. We also mourn the others 
who were murdered for their opposition to a 
genocidal regime.’’; 

Whereas the United States Integrated 
Country Strategy for Rwanda (approved 
March 14, 2022) refers to the ‘‘1994 genocide 
against the Tutsi ethnic group’’; 

Whereas Rwandan officials, in appro-
priately opposing genocide denial or revi-
sionism, aptly note that any nomenclature 
that does not specifically use the phrase 
‘‘genocide against the Tutsi’’ is ‘‘ambiguous’’ 
and conducive to genocide denial or revi-
sionism; 

Whereas the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum notes in its public edu-
cational materials on the ‘‘genocide in 
Rwanda’’ that the victims were ‘‘predomi-
nantly Tutsi’’ and that the goal of Hutu ex-
tremist leaders was for ‘‘Rwandan Tutsis to 
be exterminated’’; 

Whereas the United States-based non-
governmental organization Human Rights 
Watch, which played a central role in docu-
menting the genocide in Rwanda and in sup-
porting international efforts to bring the 
perpetrators to justice, found that the 
‘‘Tutsi were being targeted for elimination’’; 

Whereas European diplomats refer to the 
‘‘genocide against the Tutsi’’ in public state-
ments; 

Whereas, starting in 2022, the Government 
of the United Kingdom has used the termi-
nology ‘‘genocide against the Tutsi’’; and 

Whereas the United States is the only 
major country in the world to publicly reject 
the terminology ‘‘genocide against the 
Tutsi’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the United States should recognize the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda as ‘‘the genocide 
against the Tutsi in Rwanda’’; 

(2) the Secretary of State should publicly 
affirm that terminology; and 

(3) other types of atrocities occurred along-
side the genocide against the Tutsi, and the 
history of the genocide should clearly affirm 
the other experiences of mass violence 
against Rwandans during the same period, 
including the killings and other violence ex-
perienced by Hutus and the Indigenous Twa 
community, perpetrated by Hutu extremist 
militias. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 538—COM-
MENDING BLUE MOUNTAIN 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY FOR 150 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI AND THE 
UNITED STATES 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself and 

Mr. WICKER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 538 
Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-

sity began its first session as a women’s in-
stitution on September 12, 1873, with a four- 
member faculty offering a liberal arts cur-
riculum to 50 students; 

Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity was chartered as a college in 1877 and 
managed by the Lowrey family until 1920 
when the Mississippi Baptist Convention as-
sumed ownership; 

Whereas, in 1956, the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention voted to add a coordinated aca-
demic program for men preparing for church- 
related vocations; 

Whereas, in 2005, the Board of Trustees 
voted to make Blue Mountain Christian Uni-
versity a fully coeducational institution; 

Whereas, on October 7, 2022, the Board of 
Trustees approved changing the name of the 
institution from Blue Mountain College to 
Blue Mountain Christian University; 

Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity has grown from 50 students to host more 
than 600 students participating in nine pro-
grams of study, including establishing grad-
uate programs in education in 2006, business 
administration in 2019, and kinesiology in 
2023, as well as a School of Nursing in 2022; 

Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity has played a significant role in meeting 
the needs of its constituents for 150 years by 
educating women in the 1870s following a 
devastating war, by educating ministers in 
the mid-1950s when bi-vocational pastors 
were unable to travel to pursue higher edu-
cation, by converting to coeducational sta-
tus in 2005 when the education of both men 
and women became expedient to enhance 
community advancement and service, and by 
establishing a nursing program in the 2020s 
to address a critical shortage of trained per-
sonnel in the medical field; 

Whereas the inaugural Southern Literary 
Festival was established at Blue Mountain 
Christian University in 1937 to foster cre-
ative writing and to provide exposure to suc-
cessful authors; 

Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity is renowned for academic excellence in 
education and ministry, producing both ex-
cellent ‘‘teachers and preachers’’ in par-
ticular and outstanding graduates broadly 
who are all academically and spiritually pre-
pared to assume places of leadership in their 
professions and in the faith community; 

Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity was a pioneer in women’s college ath-
letics on the state and national levels, first 
by joining the Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women and later the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics; 

Whereas the athletic program of the Blue 
Mountain Christian University Toppers is 
now composed of 18 men’s and women’s 
intercollegiate varsity athletic teams that 
represent Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity in the Southern States Athletic Con-
ference; 

Whereas Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity is dedicated to supporting the academic 
success of student athletes while striving for 
on-field success; and 

Whereas hundreds of students of all races, 
creeds, backgrounds, and beliefs receive a 
world-class, Christ-centered education at 

Blue Mountain Christian University: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends Blue Mountain Christian 

University for its 150 years of service to the 
State of Mississippi and the United States; 

(2) recognizes Blue Mountain Christian 
University for its academic, faith-based, and 
athletic excellence; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) the President of Blue Mountain Chris-
tian University, Dr. Barbara Childers 
McMillin; 

(B) the Provost and Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs of Blue Mountain Christian 
University, Dr. Sharon Ball Enzor; and 

(C) the Director of Intercollegiate Ath-
letics of Blue Mountain Christian Univer-
sity, Mr. Will Lowrey. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 539—SUP-
PORTING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND CELE-
BRATING THE 50TH ANNUAL NA-
TIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
WEEK 
Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 

CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 539 
Whereas Catholic schools in the United 

States are internationally acclaimed for 
their academic excellence and provide ap-
proximately 1,700,000 students with more 
than an exceptional scholastic education; 

Whereas Catholic schools instill a broad, 
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual, 
physical, and social values in young people 
in the United States; 

Whereas Catholic schools serve the United 
States by providing a diverse student popu-
lation from all regions of the United States 
and all socioeconomic backgrounds with a 
strong academic and moral foundation, in-
cluding 29.4 percent of students from racial 
minority backgrounds, 18.8 percent from His-
panic heritage, and 20.8 percent from non- 
Catholic families, according to the 2023–2024 
National Catholic Education Association 
survey of elementary and secondary Catholic 
schools in the United States; 

Whereas Catholic schools are an affordable 
option for parents, particularly in under-
served urban areas; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
who are strongly dedicated to their faith, 
values, families, and communities by pro-
viding an intellectually stimulating environ-
ment that promotes spiritual, character, and 
moral development; 

Whereas Catholic schools are committed to 
community service, producing graduates who 
hold ‘‘helping others’’ among their core val-
ues; 

Whereas the total Catholic school student 
enrollment for the 2023–2024 academic year is 
1,700,000, and the student-teacher ratio is 10 
to 1, according to the 2023–2024 National 
Catholic Education Association survey of el-
ementary and secondary Catholic schools in 
the United States; 

Whereas the Catholic high school gradua-
tion rate is 98.9 percent, with 85.2 percent of 
graduates attending 4-year colleges; 

Whereas the week of January 28, 2024, to 
February 3, 2024, has been designated as ‘‘Na-
tional Catholic Schools Week’’ by the Na-
tional Catholic Educational Association and 
the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops; 
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Whereas, this year, National Catholic 

Schools Week marks a significant milestone 
and celebrates its 50th anniversary, having 
been first established in 1974; and 

Whereas the theme for National Catholic 
Schools Week 2024 is ‘‘Catholic Schools: 
United in Faith and Community’’, which re-
flects the fact that Catholic schools, united 
in their faith, expand beyond the walls of the 
classroom to envelop the parents and fami-
lies of students as integral parts of the 
school community: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of National Catholic 

Schools Week, an event— 
(A) cosponsored by the National Catholic 

Educational Association and the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops; and 

(B) established to recognize the vital con-
tributions of the thousands of Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools in the United 
States; 

(2) applauds the National Catholic Edu-
cational Association and the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops on their se-
lection of a theme that all can celebrate; and 

(3) supports— 
(A) the dedication of Catholic schools, stu-

dents, parents, and teachers across the 
United States toward academic excellence; 
and 

(B) the key role they play in promoting 
and ensuring a brighter, stronger future for 
the United States. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
have nine requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 2024, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 2024, 
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 31, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 
2024, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, January 
31, 2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 31, 2024, at 3:30 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, January 31, 2024, at 3 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The Subcommittee on Housing, 
Transportation, and Community Devel-
opment of the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 2024, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hybrid hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. KING. Madam President, I would 
like to ask unanimous consent that my 
defense fellow, Michael Marfut, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the 118th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

h 

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS 

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select 
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel: 

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, 
P.L. 95–384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY FOR TRAVEL FROM OCT. 1 TO DEC. 31, 2023 

Name and country Name of currency 

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 

Veronica Duron: 
Bahrain ......................................................................................................................................................... Bahraini Dinar ...................................... 201.00 ................................ ................................ 201.00 
Israel ............................................................................................................................................................ New Israeli Sheqel ............................... 1,572.00 ................................ ................................ 1,572.00 
Jordan ........................................................................................................................................................... Jordanian Dinar .................................... 200.21 ................................ ................................ 200.21 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... 984.00 ................................ ................................ 984.00 
United States ............................................................................................................................................... US Dollar .............................................. ................................ 17,695.00 ................................ 17,695.00 

Delegation Expenses:* 
Bahrain ......................................................................................................................................................... Bahraini Dinar ...................................... ................................ ................................ 132.00 132.00 
Israel ............................................................................................................................................................ New Israeli Sheqel ............................... ................................ ................................ 1,404.15 1,404.15 
Jordan ........................................................................................................................................................... Jordanian Dinar .................................... ................................ ................................ 49.98 49.98 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... ................................ ................................ 936.74 936.74 

Timothy Rieser: 
Guatemala .................................................................................................................................................... Quetzal ................................................. 622.10 ................................ ................................ 622.10 
Honduras ...................................................................................................................................................... Lempira ................................................ 506.00 ................................ ................................ 506.00 

Delegation Expenses:* 
Guatemala .................................................................................................................................................... Quetzal ................................................. ................................ ................................ 764.48 764.48 
Honduras ...................................................................................................................................................... Lempira ................................................ ................................ ................................ 482.86 482.86 

Mikayla Bodey: 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... 4,352.35 ................................ ................................ 4,352.35 
United States ............................................................................................................................................... US Dollar .............................................. ................................ 18,460.20 ................................ 18,460.20 

Callie Eideberg: 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... 4,352.35 ................................ ................................ 4,352.35 
United States ............................................................................................................................................... US Dollar .............................................. ................................ 18,460.20 ................................ 18,460.20 

Christian Graf: 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... 4,602.35 ................................ ................................ 4,602.35 
United States ............................................................................................................................................... US Dollar .............................................. ................................ 18,460.20 ................................ 18,460.20 

Lauren Wustenberg: 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... 4,352.35 ................................ ................................ 4,352.35 
United States ............................................................................................................................................... US Dollar .............................................. ................................ 18,460.20 ................................ 18,460.20 

Delegation Expenses:* 
United Arab Emirates ................................................................................................................................... UAE Dirham .......................................... ................................ ................................ 3,759.48 3,759.48 
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