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Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Missouri.

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE KANSAS CITY
NATIONAL SECURITY CAMPUS

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of the Kansas City
National Security Campus and the im-
portant role it plays in strategic deter-
rence on the occasion of its 756th anni-
versary.

I stand here today at the desk of
President Harry S. Truman. In 1946,
President Truman established the
Atomic Energy Commission, and in
1949, Kansas City was selected as the
location to produce nonnuclear compo-
nents for our nuclear arsenal. For 75
years, the Kansas City National Secu-
rity Campus has been the primary site
within the Nuclear Security Enterprise
for procuring and producing—say that
a few times—nonnuclear parts and
components for nuclear weapons.

As the United States continues to ad-
vance nuclear modernization programs,
the Kansas City National Security
Campus plays an essential role in
America’s national security, helping to
ensure the nuclear stockpile is safe, se-
cure, and reliable.

More than 6,000 hard-working Mis-
sourians go to work day in and day out,
and the importance of their contribu-
tion to our country and its defenses
cannot be understated. They make 80
percent—80 percent—of the nonnuclear
components for the weapons in our na-
tional nuclear arsenal. In addition,
they support proliferation deterrence,
supply chain security, and our overall
responsiveness to global threats. Kan-
sas City National Security Campus is
not only improving the reliability and
modernity of our arsenal, they are
making it more efficient too.

The U.S. nuclear stockpile remains
the bedrock of our strategic deter-
rence, and the security and stability it
provides to our country’s defense is
paramount. It is not an exaggeration
to say that this is the most important
moment for our nuclear arsenal in gen-
erations, and the Kansas City National
Security Campus is at the center of it
all.

At a time when the People’s Republic
of China is rapidly growing and mod-
ernizing its own arsenal, Kansas City
National Security Campus and the crit-
ical role it plays in our defense is more
important than ever. Never in our his-
tory have we faced so dangerous a
threat as communist China, founded on
the belief that the power to govern
comes not from the people but from the
barrel of a gun. We must therefore
meet their strength with our own, and
Kansas City National Security Campus
is making our country and its defenses
stronger each and every day.

I am deeply proud—and there are
many of them here today—to represent
the State of Missouri and the folks
from that campus in the U.S. Senate
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and to represent the dedicated work-
force of the Kansas City National Secu-
rity Campus. They are central to our
Nation’s security.

I could not be more pleased to recog-
nize the Kansas City National Security
Campus and its 75 years of contribu-
tions to national security. Some of the
facility’s leadership is with us today in
the Gallery, and I thank them for their
service.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

NOMINATION OF KAROLINE MEHALCHICK

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise this
morning to share my strong support for
the judicial nominee that we are about
to vote on, Judge Karoline Mehalchick.
Judge Mehalchick has been nominated
to serve on the Middle District Court of
Pennsylvania. That is one of our three
Federal judicial districts. Upon con-
firmation, she would sit in the Federal
courthouse in my hometown of Scran-
ton, PA, where she has already been
serving with distinction for over 10
years as a Federal magistrate judge.

Born and raised in Lackawanna
County, Judge Mehalchick went on to
attend and graduate from the Schreyer
Honors College at Penn State Univer-
sity before heading to Tulane Law
School in Louisiana.

Fortunately for Pennsylvania, Judge
Mehalchick returned home after grad-
uation and served as a law clerk for the
Honorable Trish Corbett on the Court
of Common Pleas of Lackawanna Coun-
ty. From there, she worked as an asso-
ciate and partner at the law firm of
Oliver Price & Rhodes in Scranton, be-
fore being appointed as a U.S. mag-
istrate judge for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania in July of 2013.

In 2021, she was appointed chief U.S.
magistrate judge in the Middle Dis-
trict, and upon her appointment, the
then-chief judge of the Middle District
Court, Judge John Jones III, com-
mented that she has been an ‘‘exem-
plary and hardworking jurist’ and that
he had ‘“‘every confidence that she will

. . serve with distinction.” I think his
confidence was well placed, based upon
her service.

Judge Jones, the then-chief judge of
the Middle District, was nominated by
President George W. Bush and con-
firmed by the Senate some 20 years
ago.

Judge Mehalchick has proved to be a
strong leader in both the Middle Dis-
trict and across the Nation, during her
time on the bench. She has served as
cochair of the Middle District’s Pris-
oner Litigation Settlement Program
and presided over the Scranton CARE
court. She has also served on the mag-
istrate judges’ advisory group of the
Administrative Office of the TU.S.
Courts and was appointed in 2021 by Su-
preme Court Chief Justice John Rob-
erts to serve on the Judicial Con-
ference Committee on Codes of Con-
duct.

Her reputation and commitment to
the Middle District are further high-
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lighted by the numerous letters of sup-
port that she has received from fellow
members of the judiciary. The former
chief, Judge Jones, as I mentioned ear-
lier, in another statement of support,
spoke of Judge Mehalchick’s ‘‘exem-
plary character,”” her hard work, im-
pressive temperament, “pbrilliant”’
writing, and dedication to the rule of
law. This former chief judge further
wrote:

The greatest appellation that I can award
to a fellow jurist is that she is a ‘‘judge’s

judge.” This fits Judge Mehalchick per-
fectly.
Another retired judge, Thomas

Vanaskie, who served on both the Dis-
trict Court for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania and the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit said as fol-
lows:

[Judge Mehalchick] has the legal acumen,
personal discipline, exceptional work ethic,
sense of fairness, and compassion to be an
outstanding member of the Federal judici-
ary.

Her nomination has garnered support
even beyond the legal community
throughout Pennsylvania. The presi-
dent of the Greater Scranton Chamber
of Commerce, Bob Durkin, wrote about
the ‘“‘first-rate judiciary of the Middle
District’” and highlighted how Judge
Mehalchick ‘‘has been a critical player
in this institution,” and that her con-
firmation ‘“‘will further strengthen and
bring honor to that bench.”

Judge Mehalchick has dedicated her
career to the people—the people—of the
Middle District, from her legal practice
and judicial service to her community
work with organizations such as the
Ballet Theatre of Scranton.

Throughout her legal career and par-
ticularly during the past decade, sit-
ting as a U.S. magistrate judge, she has
undoubtedly demonstrated that she has
the temperament and experience to
faithfully serve the people of the Mid-
dle District.

I am pleased that the Senate is mov-
ing forward with her confirmation vote
today. I urge my colleagues to vote yes
on her confirmation.

I yield the floor.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Kirk Edward Sherriff, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia.

NOMINATION OF KIRK EDWARD SHERRIFF

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Kirk
Sherriff to the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of California.

Born in Berkeley, CA, Mr. Sherriff
received his B.A. from Columbia Col-
lege at Columbia University and his
J.D. from Harvard Law School. After
completing law school, Mr. Sherriff
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clerked for Judge Deborah T. Poritz of
the New Jersey Supreme Court before
beginning his legal career at White &
Case LLP. As an associate, he focused
on complex commercial litigation and
on domestic and international arbitra-
tion matters.

Following his time in private prac-
tice, Mr. Sherriff has spent the past
two decades at the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice—USAO—for the same district to
which he is nominated, where he has
handled a wide range of civil and crimi-
nal matters. Since 2015, Mr. Sherriff
has been the chief of the USAO’s Fres-
no office, where he is responsible for
overseeing Federal prosecutions
brought in the southern half of the
Eastern District of California.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Mr. Sherriff ‘“‘well quali-
fied”’ to serve on the district court, and
he has the strong support of Senators
PADILLA and BUTLER.

Mr. Sherriff’s deep ties to the Cali-
fornia legal community, combined with
his significant courtroom experience,
make him an excellent candidate to
serve on the Federal bench.

I urge my colleagues to support his
nomination.

VOTE ON SHERRIFF NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Sherriff nomination?

Ms. HASSAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO).

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 26 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Baldwin Hassan Peters
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Sanders
Brown Kaine Schatz
Butler Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Cardin Klobuchar Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Fetterman Murray Welch
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Graham Padilla Wyden

NAYS—45
Blackburn Fischer Mullin
Boozman Grassley Paul
Braun Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Romney
Capito Hyde-Smith Rounds
Cassidy Johnson Rubio
Cornyn Kennedy ;
Cotton Lankford Zzgitl(tlf‘m
Cramer Lee
Crapo Lummis SCOt.c (80)
Cruz Marshall Sullivan
Daines McConnell
Ernst Moran
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Thune Tuberville Wicker
Tillis Vance Young
NOT VOTING—1
Barrasso

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 311,
Karoline Mehalchick, of Pennsylvania, to be
United States District Judge for the Middle
District of Pennsylvania.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Angus S. King, Jr., Margaret Wood
Hassan, Peter Welch, Jack Reed, Mazie
K. Hirono, Alex Padilla, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Robert P. Casey, Jr.. Chris Van
Hollen, Richard Blumenthal, Gary C.
Peters, Raphael G. Warnock, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Jeff Merkley, Chris-
topher Murphy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Karoline Mehalchick, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States District
Judge for the Middle District of Penn-
sylvania, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 27 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Butler King Sinema
gan(tizwell IL{lqlguchar Smith
ardin ujan

Carper Markey ;\tabenow

ester
Casey Menendez
Coons Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murphy Warner
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden

NAYS—49

Blackburn Capito Cramer
Boozman Cassidy Crapo
Braun Collins Cruz
Britt Cornyn Daines
Budd Cotton Ernst
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Fischer Manchin Schmitt
Graham Marshall Scott (FL)
Grassley McConnell Scott (SC)
Hagerty Moran Sullivan
Hawley Mullin Thune
Hoeven Murkowski Tillis
Hyde-Smith Paul Tuberville
Johnson Ricketts
V.
Kennedy Risch Wéi?]z:r
Lankford Romney Youn.
Lee Rounds g
Lummis Rubio
NOT VOTING—1
Barrasso

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are
50, the nays are 49.

The motion is agreed to.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m. today.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:28 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Acting
President pro tempore.

—————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

NOMINATION OF KAROLINE MEHALCHICK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm
Karoline Mehalchick to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania.

Judge Mehalchick received her B.S.
from Pennsylvania State University
and her J.D. from Tulane Law School
before clerking for Judge Trish Corbett
on the Lackawanna County Court of
Common Pleas in Scranton, PA. She
then entered private practice in Clarks
Summit, PA, where she maintained a
general civil and commercial litigation
practice, representing both plaintiffs
and defendants in all stages of litiga-
tion. During her time as a litigator,
she tried 10 cases to verdict, including
6 jury trials. She also argued seven ap-
peals before the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Third Circuit and served as co-
counsel in one case before the Supreme
Court of the United States.

In 2013, Judge Mehalchick was ap-
pointed as a U.S. magistrate judge on
the U.S. District Court for the Middle
District of Pennsylvania in Scranton.
She has served as chief magistrate
judge since 2021. During her decade on
the bench, she has handled a wide vari-
ety of both civil and criminal matters,
and she has presided over 16 trials that
have gone to verdict. She has issued
more than 1,200 opinions and reports
and recommendations and more than
1,000 criminal orders related to pretrial
detention and release. In addition to
her judicial service, Judge Mehalchick
also presides over the Scranton Court-
Assisted Re-Entry Program—CARE
Court—and serves on the Judicial Con-
ference Committee on Codes of Con-
duct.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Judge Mehalchick as
““qualified” to serve on the Middle Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania, and she is



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T04:13:58-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




