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MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 
rise today because we really are at a 
very historic time for this Chamber. 
Soon, the House of Representatives is 
expected to send over Articles of Im-
peachment against a Cabinet officer for 
only the second time in our Nation’s 
history. This is not routine business; 
instead, this is a very serious moment. 

On February 13, the House agreed to 
Articles of Impeachment against De-
partment of Homeland Security Sec-
retary Alejandro Mayorkas for ‘‘willful 
and systemic refusal to comply with 
the law’’ and ‘‘breach of public trust.’’ 

This Chamber will soon have a con-
stitutional duty to uphold. I firmly be-
lieve that the U.S. Senate must con-
duct a full impeachment inquiry trial 
for Secretary Mayorkas. Our Constitu-
tion gives the Senate the responsibility 
and the duty to try all impeachments, 
and it requires a vote of two-thirds of 
the Senate present before the Federal 
officer is convicted. That is a pretty 
high standard for a constitutional 
process. 

For every impeachment in our his-
tory, the Senate has held some form of 
a trial unless the Federal officer has 
resigned prior to the trial. This time, it 
should be no different. 

Under President Biden and Secretary 
Mayorkas, there have been more than 
9.2 million illegal crossings along our 
country’s southern border or, to put it 
another way, the average monthly en-
counters have increased 400 percent al-
most under the Biden-Mayorkas DHS. 

The record illegal crossings this past 
February of 189,922 marked the seventh 
consecutive month of the highest num-
ber of encounters that these months 
have ever seen. On top of this, there 
have been 36 straight months with 
higher encounters at the southern bor-
der than any month under the Trump 
administration. I mean, these numbers 
are just shocking. 

Still, and I have spoken on this be-
fore, it is just amazing to me that the 
President and Secretary Mayorkas 
haven’t tried to change this at all. 

Unfortunately, these statistics have 
become a regular occurrence under the 
leadership of Secretary Mayorkas, and 
he bears the responsibility for the 
worst border crisis of our Nation’s his-
tory. 

Let me be clear. As I said earlier, 
this crisis did not happen by accident. 
We have seen the Biden-Mayorkas DHS 
fail to uphold the law and secure our 
borders starting on day one of this ad-
ministration. This broad and willful ef-
fort by the Biden administration to 
open our borders began by ending suc-
cessful Trump-era policies that 
brought all those numbers down, like 
contracts to build the border wall, the 
‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ policy—also 
known as Migrant Protection Proto-
cols or MPP—and safe third country 
agreements. 

Again, the numbers don’t lie, and 
they certainly do not provide the ad-
ministration with any cover, unlike 

the cover the administration gives 
daily by turning their back to the car-
tels that are making billions of dollars 
from human smuggling and drug traf-
ficking operations as long as this crisis 
continues. 

Furthermore, we have seen Secretary 
Mayorkas abuse the parole process, ex-
panding the program more than any 
other prior administration, which has 
led to more than 3 million immigrants 
coming into our country who would 
otherwise have been inadmissible. Pa-
role is supposed to be granted on a one- 
by-one, case-by-case basis, but under 
Secretary Mayorkas’s leadership, DHS 
has created categorical parole pro-
grams to give entry to migrants from 
many South American and Caribbean 
countries with minimal vetting. 

As the crisis has developed through-
out President Biden’s 3 years in office, 
nearly half of the migrants encoun-
tered on our southern border are com-
ing from countries outside of Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. 
The immigration crisis on our southern 
border is now more multifaceted than 
ever. Why is that? Because it has been 
allowed to keep fomenting. The open 
border policies from the Biden- 
Mayorkas DHS have allowed all of this 
to happen. We truly have no idea who 
is entering our country illegally. 

We have apprehended 336 individuals 
on the Terror Watchlist who have ille-
gally crossed our southern border dur-
ing this administration, but these are 
just the individuals we know of. To put 
this into perspective, only 14 terror 
suspects were apprehended between the 
ports of entry during the Trump ad-
ministration—14 over 4 years; 336 in 
this administration. 

Not knowing who is in our country is 
a national security crisis, and at a 
time of heightened national security, 
this is a chance we should not be will-
ing to take. 

We have also seen the Biden- 
Mayorkas DHS abuse the asylum proc-
ess, expanding eligibility to admit a 
record number of asylum seekers, 
which has led to creating a decade-long 
delay and backlog in our immigration 
courts. This ensures that anyone who 
enters our country and passes the very 
low screening standard will be here for 
years without any fear of deportation. 

This policy allowed the alleged killer 
of Laken Riley—a nursing student in 
Georgia who was brutally and sense-
lessly murdered—to enter and remain 
in this country. Even though he was 
apprehended by our law enforcement 
on at least one occasion, he still was 
here. This will ever serve as a reminder 
that Secretary Mayorkas’s catch-and- 
release policies have allowed the catas-
trophe at our southern border to im-
pact every single community. 

When our already-overwhelmed Bor-
der Patrol agents are faced with thou-
sands of encounters per day of mi-
grants claiming asylum, we know that 
some border crossers are able to slip 
through. These are the people who 
don’t want to be caught, and they are 

the individuals we need to worry about 
the most. But don’t just take my word 
for it. In a recent interview, Border Pa-
trol Chief Jason Owens referred to the 
situation at the southern border as a 
‘‘national security threat’’ and that 
the 140,000 known ‘‘got-aways’’ are 
what is keeping—he says ‘‘keeping me 
up at night.’’ This is something that 
all of us should be concerned about and 
the ripple effect that this causes in 
communities far away from our south-
ern border. 

Additionally, the drugs flowing 
across our border are responsible for 
fueling the addiction epidemic that has 
devastated communities across this 
country, particularly in my home 
State of West Virginia. In West Vir-
ginia alone, it is estimated that during 
the year 2023, 1,327 residents died at the 
hands of illegal drugs. That is the high-
est per capita of any other State. 

At the national level, the numbers 
are just startling. According to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, agents 
seized an alltime high of 27,293 pounds 
of fentanyl coming across the southern 
border in fiscal year 2023. That amount 
of fentanyl is enough to kill nearly 6 
million people. However, what is even 
more troubling is that CBP reported 
that Federal officials are estimating 
they were only able to seize between 5 
and 10 percent of all the fentanyl that 
has been smuggled through the south-
ern border. With a Border Patrol that 
has been stretched unfathomably thin 
with very little support from this ad-
ministration, there is no telling the 
amount of drugs that are getting 
through undetected. 

Regarding the matter that will soon 
be before the Senate, the impeachment 
articles against Secretary Mayorkas 
make serious allegations and detail the 
crisis we have all seen unfolding for 
more than 3 years. It is unconscionable 
for Senator SCHUMER to dismiss these 
charges without allowing the Senate to 
hear the evidence. Doing so would deny 
this body from upholding our constitu-
tional duty to hear a case and decide 
whether or not Secretary Mayorkas 
should be convicted or acquitted. 

The decision to take up these Arti-
cles of Impeachment lies with Senator 
SCHUMER and the Senate Democrats. 
They must do the right thing and con-
duct a full trial. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ap-
preciate what I heard from the Senator 
from West Virginia, Senator CAPITO, 
and I am pleased to follow her and pre-
cede a number of my colleagues as we 
address the issue of the crisis at our 
southern border. 

I want to highlight something I 
heard her say and reiterate myself, this 
is a national security threat. There are 
many reasons to care about what is 
going on at our borders, and certainly 
you can take a look at the issue of sov-
ereignty and the nature of our country. 
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We need to enforce our laws, fentanyl 
and drugs, human trafficking, but 
sometimes overlooked is the reality of 
what a security threat a border like we 
have between the United States and 
Mexico is—but really all of our borders. 
They create a threat to the safety and 
well-being of the American people, the 
citizens of our country. 

And, yes, we have to deal with the 
growing drug and crime emergency. It 
is exacerbated. I have been talking to a 
number of law enforcement officers in 
Kansas—sheriff departments and police 
officers—and there is no question but 
what they see in Kansas, the chal-
lenges are exacerbated by the lack of 
security, the lack of law enforcement 
at our borders, and they see the con-
sequences of that activity in human 
trafficking and drugs. 

It is important for us to talk about 
and focus on all of the things related to 
our national security. In my view, it is 
the primary responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government to make certain that 
Americans are safe. And I was on the 
Senate floor several weeks ago high-
lighting something I think is hugely 
important to our national security: the 
passage of the emergency supple-
mental. 

The consequences of the lack of pass-
ing that legislation has consequences 
to the people of Ukraine and the people 
of Israel and the Middle East, the safe-
ty and security of other countries in 
the South Pacific, but I highlighted 
then and would highlight now the pas-
sage of that emergency supplemental 
has a consequence, a negative con-
sequence if it is not passed, on the safe-
ty and security of the American people. 

And so when I was here to highlight 
the importance of that legislation and 
the need to proceed, I also highlighted 
the consequences of ignoring our bor-
der. And I want to say, once again, that 
our border is a national security issue. 

So while we focus on the things that 
we normally think about national se-
curity, sometimes we forget this dan-
gerous circumstance that has been cre-
ated. 

I have been to the border a number of 
times, numerous times. On my last 
visit, I watched as Border Patrol 
agents apprehended Chinese nationals 
attempting to come into our country 
illegally. That, in and of itself, ought 
to cause us to have great concern. 

Under Secretary Mayorkas’s watch, 
the U.S. Border Patrol has apprehended 
336 individuals on the Terrorist 
Watchlist. Remember the Terrorist 
Watchlist and the people who came 
here on 9/11 and the consequences of us 
failing to exclude them? But 336 have 
been apprehended from that Terrorist 
Watchlist, and that doesn’t include the 
ones whom we have not caught. 

It suggests to us, suggests to me and 
I hope to us, that there is a real serious 
issue about our national security as a 
result of our country’s failures, this ad-
ministration’s failures, on the border. 

In fiscal year 2023—a year ago fiscal 
year—in that year alone, the men and 

women of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection had approximately 2.5 mil-
lion encounters along that southern 
border. These historic levels of cross-
ings at the southern border have put an 
astronomical—just a tremendous 
strain on our immigration system and 
seriously compromised, as I say, com-
promised our national security. 

Not every immigrant is a criminal, 
but the sheer number of migrants at 
the border enables those with evil and 
malicious intentions to enter our coun-
try undetected and to harm Americans. 

This historic failure is not an acci-
dent. Migrants making their way to 
the United States, often through the 
assistance of organized criminal orga-
nizations, know our laws and the cur-
rent lack of enforcement of those laws. 
This administration has created these 
conditions and has done little, if not— 
really nothing to dissuade migrants 
from making that dangerous journey 
to our borders. 

Migrants know that the administra-
tion has resisted detaining those who 
crossed the border illegally. They know 
that this administration has resisted 
hardening border infrastructure, and 
they know that the administration’s 
abuse of the parole system will in-
crease the chance of remaining in the 
United States if they can get across. 
All of those factors lead us to where we 
are today. 

Last fall, I questioned the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Secretary, 
Secretary Mayorkas. We had a joint 
Appropriations Committee. The hear-
ing was on our national security, and 
the topic was the supplemental I ref-
erenced in my remarks several weeks 
ago on the Senate floor and just a mo-
ment ago. And when I asked Secretary 
Mayorkas if he was willing to work on 
areas of immigration reform where 
there is bipartisan consensus—certain 
issues I believe in regard to border se-
curity would receive 60 votes on the 
Senate floor and be signed into law— 
the Secretary told me that he wanted 
comprehensive reform. 

I have been in this body, the Senate. 
I have been in the House before then. 
We have talked about immigration 
changes. We have talked about border 
security. Those two things go hand in 
hand, in my view, and we know where 
this insistence that we have com-
prehensive immigration reform ends. 

No evidence in my time in the Senate 
and no evidence in my time in the 
House that if we have to do every-
thing—the evidence is that we do noth-
ing, and that is what I told the Sec-
retary. I would tell him that again. 

If you are unwilling to work with us 
to find the things we can agree on, 
then nothing is going to happen to pro-
tect our borders, and our immigration 
system remains so flawed. 

There is value, of course, in com-
prehensive reform—things that deal 
with all issues top to bottom—to en-
sure the needs of safety for the Amer-
ican people and the importance of that 
to our economy. But, again, my experi-

ence and my time in Congress is that if 
we keep waiting for comprehensive re-
form, the result is we do nothing. 

Secretary Mayorkas has an obliga-
tion to use the tools Congress has al-
ready provided to enforce legislation 
that has already passed. Waiting for 
comprehensive reform is an excuse for 
the Secretary and for the President, 
President Biden, to do nothing. 

Mayorkas’s inaction on the border 
and his leniency toward enforcing the 
law has resulted in what we see, the 
crisis we face today. We keep waiting 
to reach the tipping point in that cri-
sis, but that, I think, has long passed. 
Migrants are living on the streets of 
New York. We have lost thousands of 
Americans to fentanyl poisoning, and 
our borders have been exploited by our 
enemies. 

My point is that America is in jeop-
ardy in many ways. We face tremen-
dous challenges around the globe, and 
our adversaries and enemies are 
aligned to do us harm. And one of the 
places that we cannot look the other 
way is our border and our border secu-
rity. It is too great a risk and too much 
of an opportunity for death and de-
struction to come to the United States 
of America. 

The Biden administration has made 
it clear, over the last 3 years, that se-
curing our border is not a priority; it is 
not a priority of theirs. And now it is 
up to the Senate to hold the adminis-
tration accountable for those failures, 
the failures at our southern border, 
again, that affect our national secu-
rity, the No. 1 priority of the Federal 
Government. 

Every State is a border State, and 
the American people deserve a secure 
border. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. HAGERTY. Madam President, in 

our Nation’s 248-year history, the 
House of Representatives has im-
peached individuals in 21 cases. Re-
flecting the grave, highly rare exercise 
of this constitutional power, the Sen-
ate has tried each such case, except 
where the person resigned office before 
the Senate trial, rendering such trial 
moot. 

This includes two partisan Demo-
cratic impeachments of the former 
President—one in which the Repub-
licans controlled the Senate and one in 
which it was equally divided. 

Shattering norms, however, is be-
coming a defining theme for Democrats 
this year. Why are my Democratic col-
leagues so eager to shirk their con-
stitutional duty and ignore an im-
peachment? Because they want to ig-
nore the damning evidence of Sec-
retary Mayorkas’s willful violations of 
immigration law. 

I can think of no better example than 
the Secretary’s decision to willfully 
and knowingly exceed his parole au-
thority set forth in the Immigration 
and Nationality Act. That law permits 
the Secretary to grant parole but only 
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on a case-by-case basis, temporarily, 
and ‘‘for urgent humanitarian reasons 
or significant public benefit’’; for ex-
ample, when a person is in need of ur-
gent medical care or the person needs 
to attend a family member’s funeral. 
He has even created a new taxpayer- 
funded parole program to allow aliens 
from numerous countries to be flown 
directly into the United States. 

He has abused his case-by-case parole 
authority beyond any degree imag-
inable. He is now flying 30,000 illegal 
aliens per month directly into the 
United States for resettlement. 

This is a blatant violation of the law, 
and it is abuse of the parole law in par-
ticular. Two weeks ago, every single 
Senate Democrat voted against my ap-
propriations amendment to defund this 
very parole flight program. That vote 
is impossible to explain to ordinary 
Americans. They see the absurdity of 
flying in tens of thousands of illegal 
aliens right in the midst of an illegal 
immigration crisis. 

So, instead, partisan so-called fact 
checkers have recently been quibbling 
over which flights or which airports 
are being used. This is clearly an at-
tempt to distract from the basic prob-
lem with this taxpayer-funded pro-
gram, which is that it is illegal and it 
is absurd. 

I understand why Democrats want to 
cover it up though. It is the same rea-
son they don’t want to consider these 
impeachment articles. 

Similarly, the Secretary terminated 
contracts for border wall construction 
and refused to expend funds that Con-
gress appropriated for this specific pur-
pose. 

Secretary Mayorkas’s impoundment 
of funds is a clear attempt to usurp the 
will of Congress by refusing their man-
date, our mandate, to build the border 
wall. 

The Secretary has also replaced de-
tention mandates in law with unlawful 
mass catch-and-release policies that 
encourage illegal immigration. 

The law requires that illegal aliens 
are detained until they are deported, 
unless they are clearly and beyond a 
doubt entitled to be allowed into the 
United States. Instead of complying 
with this requirement, the Secretary 
has released millions of illegal aliens 
into American communities. 

We have seen the devastating effects 
of the Biden administration’s illegal 
border policies. We have heard from 
Americans whose lives and property 
are being destroyed by droves of illegal 
aliens who are coming into the United 
States every single day. 

We have heard from Border Patrol 
agents who want nothing more than to 
do their jobs and secure the border, but 
whose hands have been tied by the 
Mayorkas-led Department of Homeland 
Security. 

The American people have seen the 
chaotic images of the southern border 
under this administration. They have 
witnessed the ravaging effects of ille-
gal immigration in their own commu-

nities. This includes drug overdoses, 
violent crime, local disorder, and the 
national security threat of unknown 
bad actors from all over the world com-
ing across our open border. 

And 249 people on the Terrorist 
Watchlist have been encountered at the 
southern border just last year alone. 

Since October, a record number of 
Chinese nationals—22,000, in fact—have 
been encountered by Border Patrol; in 
all, over 10 million illegal aliens have 
crossed the border under this Sec-
retary’s watch. The collapse of our 
southern border and the devastating 
consequences and future risks it has 
created for our Nation is the greatest 
national security risk we face as a na-
tion. 

The House of Representatives took 
the extraordinary step of impeaching a 
government official for his role in this, 
and yet Senate Democrats want to 
completely ignore all of this? They 
don’t want you to hear about it. They 
want to sweep it under the rug in an 
election year. 

The Secretary’s alleged violations of 
law warrant a trial before the Senate. 
It warrants basic diligence in exam-
ining the evidence. And every Senator 
should go on record regarding the 
charges. 

I have cosponsored resolutions by 
several colleagues establishing im-
peachment procedures that are in line 
with past Senate impeachment trials. 
We are open to debate on the details of 
the process, but there must be a proc-
ess. 

This is an important point: The cur-
rent debate is not even whether or not 
Secretary Mayorkas is guilty as 
charged but whether we should even 
examine the question or whether, in-
stead, as the Senate majority leader re-
portedly plans to do, we should just 
hide the evidence from the American 
people and avoid discussing this admin-
istration’s failures at all costs. 

Why? Because this is an election 
year. If the majority leader wishes to 
honor and preserve the world’s greatest 
deliberative body, I urge him not to 
take this unprecedented step of block-
ing consideration of the impeachment 
articles against Secretary Mayorkas. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

ROSEN). The Senator from Nebraska. 
Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, 

the fundamental purpose of our Federal 
Government is to protect Americans, 
to keep Americans safe. What we have 
seen happen on our southern border has 
put Americans at risk. It is a national 
security crisis, a drug trafficking cri-
sis—child trafficking, sex trafficking. 
It is putting Americans at risk. And 
the people responsible for this open 
border policy are Joe Biden and the 
Secretary of the Department of Home-
land Security, Alejandro Mayorkas. 

Since the Biden administration has 
been in power, we have seen a flood of 
drugs coming across our border. The 
cartels are making billions. Fentanyl 
and other illegal drugs are the leading 

killer of young Americans in this coun-
try. If you are in the age of between 18 
and 45, the most likely cause of your 
death is drug overdose, and the major-
ity of that is fentanyl—70,000 young 
people a year dying because of 
fentanyl. 

When I was Governor, we saw the 
amount of drugs coming into my State 
under Joe Biden go up dramatically. 
We saw twice as much methamphet-
amine, three times as much fentanyl, 
ten times as much cocaine. 

We have seen the number of people 
on the Terrorist Watchlist skyrocket 
as well. Under the Trump administra-
tion, a total of 11 people on the FBI 
Terrorist Watchlist were caught trying 
to cross the border during 4 years of 
President Trump. In the last fiscal 
year, 169 people on the FBI Terrorist 
Watchlist were trying to cross the bor-
der illegally. 

In all, since the Biden administration 
has been in place, 9.2 million people 
have either tried to get into this coun-
try illegally or have succeeded in get-
ting into this country illegally, and 
Secretary Mayorkas has willfully re-
fused to support our immigration laws 
at the direction of this administration. 
He is culpable in what is going on at 
our southern border. 

If you ask Americans, ‘‘Who do you 
think is responsible?’’ 57 percent say 
there has been a willful unenforcement 
of our laws. Our laws are not being en-
forced. That includes 61 percent of 
Independents and a third of Democrats. 

And if you wonder who is responsible 
for this, you need to look no further 
than a memorandum—a guideline— 
that was issued in 2021 from Secretary 
Mayorkas. According to news accounts, 
Secretary Mayorkas issued a memo-
randum to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials saying: 

The fact an individual is a removable non-
citizen therefore should not alone be the 
basis of an enforcement action against them. 

Think about that. What he is saying 
is that, just because somebody broke 
the law, it doesn’t mean you have to 
enforce the law against them—in fact, 
that you shouldn’t enforce the law 
against them. That is not what the law 
is about. This is absolutely stunning. 

When you are in the private sector 
and somebody is not doing their job, 
you hold them accountable. We need to 
hold accountable the people who have 
opened our southern border. 

Madam President, 57 percent believe 
that there has been a willful disregard. 
And not only do those people in our 
country believe that, but the U.S. 
House of Representatives has passed an 
impeachment resolution condemning 
Secretary Mayorkas, for ‘‘willful and 
systematic refusal to comply with [cur-
rent U.S. immigration] law’’ and for 
‘‘breach of public trust.’’ 

Impeachment is serious, and these al-
legations are serious. We in the U.S. 
Senate need to treat them with that 
level of seriousness. 

We have seen an open border policy 
from this administration. Secretary 
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Mayorkas is responsible for carrying 
out the policy. It is now our duty, as a 
U.S. Senate, to have the trial to deter-
mine guilt or innocence. This is a con-
stitutional responsibility. However, it 
appears that our leader and the Demo-
crats are determined to table this, to 
set it aside in a manner that is unprec-
edented. It has never happened that the 
U.S. Senate has refused to take up the 
charges. 

Folks, we don’t need to be breaking 
more norms in the U.S. Senate. We are 
abdicating our constitutional responsi-
bility if we do not hold this trial. 

The people responsible need to be 
held accountable. We need to hear the 
evidence. So why don’t the Democrats 
want to hold this trial? Well, perhaps 
because they are afraid of the Amer-
ican public hearing again how bad the 
situation at the southern border is, the 
9.2 million people coming in here. Or 
perhaps they don’t want to know how 
this administration and Secretary 
Mayorkas is abusing the parole func-
tion. 

Parole is a function that allows the 
executive branch to bring in foreigners. 
It is supposed to be done, according to 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Act, on a case-by-case basis, only in in-
stances of extreme humanitarian need 
or in the best interest of the country. 
Under the Obama and Trump adminis-
trations, it happened about 5,600 times 
a year—5,600 times a year. Last year 
alone, this Biden administration pa-
roled into the country 1.2 million peo-
ple. We are doing whole classes of peo-
ple. It is a clear abuse of power. 

This administration is also abusing 
the asylum system, and Secretary 
Mayorkas is overseeing the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security with both 
this new policy in parole and what is 
going on in asylum. 

And think about this: Say you are 
somebody who comes across that bor-
der, and you were granted parole to get 
to this country, like Jose Ibarra, the 
Venezuelan accused of killing Laken 
Riley, and you get into this country. 
What is the first thing you are doing? 
You are contacting folks back home to 
tell them what happened to you. 

This creates more incentive for peo-
ple to come here illegally. It is part of 
why we have this problem. We need to 
explore topics like this. 

Or perhaps the Democrats know how 
bad this is and don’t want to defend the 
catastrophe that is going on at the 
southern border. They don’t want to 
have to defend this administration’s 
policy, what Secretary Mayorkas has 
been doing with regard to parole. 
Maybe they think it is bad, too, and 
don’t want to have to defend it. 

But whatever the reason, if our lead-
er does not have a trial, it will be the 
first time this has happened. It will be 
unprecedented, and we will be break-
ing, again, another norm for the U.S. 
Senate. 

Impeachment is serious. These 
charges are serious. The American peo-
ple deserve an answer. We need to have 

a trial. I call on my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle to insist upon a 
trial and uphold our constitutional au-
thority. Let’s have a trial so that we 
can hear and determine the guilt and 
innocence. That is what the American 
people deserve. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, 

next week, we are scheduled to begin a 
trial of the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity. It doesn’t begin a conversation 
about homeland security in our coun-
try. That conversation started years 
ago now. 

The American people are incredibly 
frustrated with what they are seeing on 
the southern border, and they keep 
saying it over and over again—remark-
ably so in a nation where inflation con-
tinues to be stubbornly high, where it 
is harder and harder to afford a carton 
of eggs and gasoline and all of the ba-
sics of life. In all of the areas that you 
would think the economy would be the 
No. 1 issue in the Nation, actually, na-
tional security and border security end 
up being No. 1, regardless of what State 
you live in. This is no longer a border 
State issue. Americans feel this is a 
problem. 

Well, they should. In the past 3 years, 
more people have illegally crossed our 
southern border than in the previous 12 
years combined, and it is not close— 
the number. We are approaching 8 mil-
lion people who have illegally crossed 
our southern border just in the last 3 
years. 

Cities feel it. Americans feel it. 
School districts feel it. Communities 
feel it. Homeless shelters feel it. It con-
tinues to spiral into our country. 

This is not some accident of migra-
tion, as the administration tries to say 
over and over again—that there is glob-
al migration that is happening every-
where. This was a series of Executive 
orders that were done in 2021 that were 
intentionally designed to change what 
is happening at our southern border, 
and they certainly have. 

Decisions were made in 2021 by the 
Biden administration to be able to 
shift multiple things, starting with 
loosening enforcement. On day one of 
the Biden administration, stop any 
construction of the wall and announce 
it publicly: We are no longer going to 
do wall construction, not even repair. 

Step No. 2, dramatically loosen the 
actual enforcement within the country 
so that fewer people would actually be 
deported when they came. So if you 
crossed the border illegally, it is a 
much greater likelihood that, once you 
get across, you will not be deported. 

The third thing, they changed the 
‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ policy—that sim-
ple policy to say that, yes, you can re-
quest asylum, but you can’t just be re-
leased in the country. They shifted it 
immediately, and shifted it from ‘‘re-
main at the border or in Mexico.’’ 
Rather than being in detention, you 
could be released anywhere in the 

country on your own recognizance and 
to be able to go anywhere you want. 
That dramatically increased the num-
ber of people who were crossing. 

They also shifted where the State De-
partment is no longer negotiating deals 
with Central America—Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador—to be able 
to stop migrants from moving through 
that direction. They have withdrawn 
those agreements from Central Amer-
ica, and the State Department stopped 
putting pressure on recalcitrant coun-
tries that wouldn’t take their people 
back. 

These are not accidental things. 
These were intentional actions. 

But what I don’t think the adminis-
tration intended was how this has spi-
raled out of control. They sowed to the 
wind, and the Nation is reaping the 
whirlwind of it—almost 8 million peo-
ple now who have illegally crossed our 
border. 

And now it is no longer people from 
the Western Hemisphere. Literally, it 
is people from all over the world. Pick 
up any tracking, at any point, to be 
able to track what is happening at the 
border, and you will find thousands of 
people who are crossing from China, 
from Russia, from Pakistan, from West 
Africa, from all over Asia. 

When I talk to people at the border— 
and I do talk often to them—one of the 
first things I ask is: What are the 
trends? What are you seeing? 

And for the past year and a half, they 
continue to tell me: a greater and 
greater number of non-Spanish speak-
ers who are crossing that border, who 
are males in their twenties, from all 
over the world, who are coming. 

Just in the past year, we have picked 
up individuals who have al-Shabaab 
terrorist connections, picked up folks 
with Hezbollah terrorist connections, 
picked up folks with all kinds of dif-
ferent connections to all kinds of dif-
ferent terrorist organizations. And we 
have been able to pick up some, but 
some have gotten through or have been 
released. This is an issue I continue to 
be able to bring up that this adminis-
tration is not managing. In the past 
year, there were over 70,000 individuals 
who were identified as what was de-
fined as a ‘‘special interest alien.’’ 
These individuals crossed our border. 
The administration designated them as 
a ‘‘special interest alien’’ and then re-
leased them on their own recognizance 
into our country. 

Let me clarify what that term is. A 
‘‘special interest alien’’—this is their 
definition—is a non-U.S. person who, 
based on the analysis of travel pat-
terns, potentially poses a national se-
curity threat to the United States or 
its interests. Madam President, 70,000 
of those in the past year have crossed 
the border and have been released into 
the United States. 

This is no longer a simple migration 
issue; this is a national security issue, 
and it is one this administration has 
not only invited but they have now 
chosen to not even take seriously. 
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This body knows full well—I believe 

there are some things that can only be 
done by acts of this body: changing the 
definition of ‘‘asylum,’’ increasing the 
number of detention beds. There are 
multiple issues that we need to do and 
that we should take responsibility for. 
But this body should not sit and say 
that nothing can be done when the 
White House has authorities they are 
not using. We should do our job. The 
White House should do their job. Cur-
rently, that is not happening, and the 
threat continues to increase. 

Next week, we start an impeachment 
trial which has never happened in the 
history of the Department of Homeland 
Security—that they would have an im-
peachment of the Secretary. That 
starts. But can I say to you, even if the 
Secretary is removed, the White House 
still created this policy. The Obama 
administration had multiple leaders in 
that role, but they had one policy. The 
Trump administration had multiple 
leaders in that role; they had one pol-
icy. This White House has a policy of 
maintaining an open border, and until 
this White House changes that policy 
and actually uses the authority they 
already have, none of this is going to 
change. 

So my challenge is to us. We should 
do our job and work on the issues we 
should do, but this White House needs 
to step up because right now, they are 
just hoping that none of those 70,000 
people they defined as a national secu-
rity risk actually does an act of ter-
rorism or crime in the country. 

I don’t want to just hope that some-
one we have defined as a national secu-
rity risk doesn’t actually carry it out. 
I think we need to actually enforce the 
law, I think we need to discourage ille-
gal immigration, and I think we need 
to actually have a secure border, and I 
don’t believe I am alone in that in this 
body or in our great country. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-

dent, Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas and globalist 
Democrats have been derelict in their 
duty to secure the border under Presi-
dent Joe Biden—I repeat: derelict in 
their duty. 

Our border is the least secure it has 
been in the history of our country. In 
fact, it is almost nonexistent. At least 
9 million illegal immigrants have en-
tered our country since the beginning 
of this administration. Our Border Pa-
trol agents are overwhelmed and re-
ceive such little support from the 
Biden administration to enforce our 
laws that they have been forced to re-
lease millions of illegal immigrants 
into the United States. 

Those who are released on parole are 
given work permits. Tell me this: How 
does handing out work permits discour-
age illegal immigration? It doesn’t. 
How do these actions secure the bor-
der? They don’t. We might as well start 
mailing every criminal, drug traf-

ficker, and terrorist an open invitation 
to invade our country. 

I have spoken numerous times on the 
floor to highlight stories of Americans 
dying at the hands of illegal aliens: 12- 
year-old Travis Wolfe of Missouri, 22- 
year-old Laken Riley of Georgia, Wash-
ington State Trooper Chris Gadd. The 
tragic deaths are a direct result of Sec-
retary Mayorkas’s inaction. How many 
more Americans have to die before the 
globalist Democratic Party takes 
meaningful action to secure the bor-
der? This madness must end. Ameri-
cans deserve to be safe from the drug 
traffickers, terrorists, and murderers 
who are flooding into our country. 

The number of people crossing into 
the United States who are on the Ter-
rorist Watchlist is unprecedented. 

Fentanyl flows freely across our bor-
ders and is killing more and more 
Americans every day. Law enforcement 
officers in Alabama tell me time and 
time again that their officers must 
wear heavy equipment and carry 
Narcan spray to protect themselves 
from the fentanyl that is pouring into 
our communities. Three years ago, 
they had never heard the word 
‘‘fentanyl,’’ says our police chief in the 
city of Montgomery. 

The cartels are trafficking profes-
sionals. They are managing the human 
and drug trafficking at our border. 
This is a billion-dollar industry that 
the Biden administration is turning its 
back on and allowing. 

Secretary Mayorkas has com-
pletely—completely, 110 percent—re-
fused to do his job. He swore an oath to 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States from all enemies, 
foreign and domestic. Can any one of 
us seriously say that Secretary 
Mayorkas has upheld his oath of office? 

Progressive Democrats are wanting 
to try to table the Articles of Impeach-
ment and sweep Biden’s border blood-
bath under the rug. Every House Demo-
crat already voted. They have already 
voted to save Mayorkas’s job. Globalist 
Democrats are lying to themselves and 
risking the lives of American citizens. 
Senator SCHUMER and the progressive 
Democrats can’t say they want to fix 
our border while voting to save Sec-
retary Mayorkas’s job. 

Despite the critical need to secure 
our borders and discourage illegal im-
migration, Secretary Mayorkas travels 
the world discussing national security 
with our strategic partners while his 
own country is being invaded. It is em-
barrassing. 

Last month, Secretary Mayorkas was 
in Guatemala discussing migration 
flows from South America to the 
United States. Have these folks done 
anything to stop the border invasion 
from their countries? They have done 
absolutely nothing. 

In February, Mayorkas traveled to 
Austria to speak with Chinese officials 
about counternarcotic efforts. Did he 
discuss with them the flood of Chinese 
illegal immigrants coming to the 
United States through the southwest 
border? 

Madam President, 22,000 Chinese na-
tionals have been arrested by Border 
Patrol agents at the southwest border 
since October and released into our 
country. Most of these individuals are 
single adult males of military age. Yet 
the media tries to act like all these 
people who cross the border are nice 
people, nice women and children. Some 
of them are, but most are not. 

This invasion is more than a border 
crisis; it is a national security crisis. 
Yet I seriously doubt that Secretary 
Mayorkas even brought that up in his 
meeting with the Chinese officials a 
few months ago. 

In February, Secretary Mayorkas 
was in Germany for the Munich Secu-
rity Conference. The Munich Security 
Conference is the largest international 
security meeting in the world. Sec-
retary Mayorkas was there giving 
speeches on strengthening global secu-
rity and partnership. Americans are 
dying—dying—from our dangerous 
open borders, and he is talking about 
other borders across the world. The 
Secretary responsible for securing our 
borders is collecting passport stamps 
while lecturing other countries on 
their national security. Our allies must 
be laughing at us. The Secretary’s pri-
ority should be here, securing our bor-
ders, not somebody else’s, and pro-
tecting our citizens, not somebody 
else’s. 

President Biden has made the United 
States a joke on the world stage—an 
absolute joke. We need to get our house 
in order. We are in trouble. 

So far, there has been only talk as 
far as border security is concerned for 
the last 3 years. Now is the time for 
every Senator to go on the record. If 
you are at all concerned about the 
drugs and criminals flooding into our 
country and moving to your State, you 
will vote for a full and fair trial. This 
is not a gray area. 

Secretary Mayorkas has inten-
tionally—intentionally—failed to do 
his job. It is time that the Senate take 
action. The families of Laken Riley, 
Travis Wolfe, Trooper Gadd, and count-
less others deserve—they deserve a fair 
trial. 

I will be voting to hold Secretary 
Mayorkas accountable, and I ask my 
colleagues to do the same. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, 

first, I would like to congratulate and 
commend the comments by the pre-
vious speaker, the Senator from Ala-
bama, who makes important points 
that are important for the history as 
well as the future of this country. 

I rise today, as he did, to speak about 
the impeachment of the Secretary of 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
Secretary Mayorkas. I bring with me 
today to the floor ‘‘The Federalist Pa-
pers’’ written by Alexander Hamilton, 
James Madison, and John Jay and refer 
to Federalist 65. 

As I stand here and look at the pages 
in here and pages in the book and the 
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pages in the front of the Senate Cham-
ber, I would recommend to them that 
they read ‘‘The Federalist Papers.’’ I 
recommend the same to my intern who 
is here on the floor today, Eve Haw-
kins, and to the students in the Gal-
leries. There is a lot to learn about the 
country and a lot to learn about our 
history, our heritage, and the reason 
we have the Nation we have today. 

Federalist 65 talks about impeach-
ment. This is about the abuse and vio-
lation of public trust. Hamilton goes 
on to say that impeachment is an im-
portant power to remedy ‘‘injuries 
done immediately to the society 
itself.’’ This is the case we are here to 
talk about today and why I bring the 
book along. 

The charges against Secretary 
Mayorkas are serious, are substantive. 
The facts in support of them are com-
pelling. They deserve careful consider-
ation by this body. Secretary 
Mayorkas must be held accountable. 
His duty as Secretary is to protect the 
homeland. That is not what has hap-
pened. Instead, he refuses to secure the 
border. 

The House charges that Secretary 
Mayorkas has ‘‘willfully and system-
atically refused,’’ they say, ‘‘to enforce 
border security laws.’’ Secretary 
Mayorkas wants to open our borders so 
the entire world, from Beijing to 
Belize, can come in. He has turned a se-
cure border into a welcome center. 

Remember, in September of 2021, the 
Secretary issued a shocking priorities 
memorandum. Our country has been 
shaken as a result of that memo-
randum, and it has not been forgotten. 
The memo severely limited who ICE 
was allowed to arrest—that is Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement. He 
also revived the catch-and-release pro-
gram and abused parole laws. In fact, 
the Secretary bragged on MSNBC that 
he had—Secretary Mayorkas—‘‘re-
scinded so many Trump immigration 
policies, it would take so much time to 
list them.’’ For people who prefer a se-
cure border for our Nation and care 
about our Nation’s security, this is an 
admission of willingness to ignore the 
law of the land. It also provided an 
open invitation for illegal immigrants 
or, as the Biden administration calls 
them, ‘‘newcomers.’’ 

After 3 years of open borders, the 
number of illegal crossings is up to at 
least 9.2 million people into this coun-
try illegally. 

Crimes are up. Drug overdose deaths 
across America are up. What about the 
number of deportations of criminal il-
legal immigrants? Well, they are not 
being sent back. Deportations are 
down. Arrests are down. Illegal immi-
grants are not being detained. Mur-
derers, rapists, other criminals—they 
are not being deported. That is a deci-
sion that is coming out of this adminis-
tration and the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. Americans like Laken Riley 
and Ruby Garcia—they have been bru-
tally murdered. America is less safe. 

Secretary Mayorkas claims—he has 
come to the Senate and claimed; he has 

come to the House and claimed—that 
the border is secure. People laugh 
knowing how untrue it is. It is a lie to 
the Senate, a lie to the House. It is 
such a serious matter, though; it is 
hard to laugh. 

Meanwhile, our country is losing con-
trol of our borders to the cartels and to 
the criminals. Every fairminded person 
knows that these are serious charges, 
and the Senate must hold a full and 
fair trial. It is our constitutional duty. 
The House has done its job. Yet Senate 
Democrats—each and every one of 
them—are refusing to do theirs. 

It seems, this week, that the Demo-
cratic leader is scheming—scheming— 
to bury these charges against 
Mayorkas without a full and fair trial. 
The Constitution demands there be 
one. The Senate majority leader’s ac-
tions would turn the Senate from the 
world’s greatest deliberative body into 
the world’s quickest dismissal body. 

The Senate majority leader is not 
here on the floor today. He seems to be 
afraid of allowing the case against the 
lawless actions of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to even be pre-
sented to the American people. His 
plan to bypass the trial breaks the 
rules, breaks the standards, and breaks 
the traditions of this body. 

Let us set the record straight: The 
Senate has always done its constitu-
tional duty. We know the history. The 
House has sent impeachment articles 
to the Senate 21 times in the history of 
this country, and the Senate has never 
dismissed those articles without the of-
ficial first resigning. Seventeen of 
those cases went to trial right here in 
the Senate and ended in decisions of ei-
ther guilty or not guilty. Three of the 
cases were dismissed during the trial. 
The reason why is that the official re-
signed or they were expelled before a 
verdict was reached. One of them never 
went to trial because the official re-
signed before the trial began. 

The Democratic leader doesn’t seem 
to care about any of this, not at all. He 
wants to ignore the charges against 
Mayorkas without a trial at all. This 
would be disastrous for the Senate and 
for our Nation. 

So, within the next week, the Senate 
Democrats must make a choice: Will 
they provide the transparency that the 
American people demand, the account-
ability that American citizens deserve? 
Or will the Democrats—each and every 
one of them—vote to bury these serious 
charges before the Senate is allowed to 
hear a single piece of evidence? 

The Senate Democrats have now es-
tablished a history of coddling crimi-
nals, people who have come to this 
country illegally. All 100 Senators have 
a solemn responsibility to work to 
keep our Nation safe and secure. With-
out a full and fair trial, there will be 
no accountability. 

Republicans want the Senate to do 
what it has always done—allow the 
House to present its case, allow the 
Senate to hold a full trial, and let the 
American people hear the truth. Hold-

ing a full and fair trial is a matter of 
transparency and accountability. 
Avoiding a trial would be an act of par-
tisanship at the expense of public 
trust. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I 

did not intend to speak on Secretary 
Mayorkas, but I want to say a few 
words before I get to the content of my 
speech. 

What I would say is that I respect-
fully disagree with my colleagues and 
my friends on the Republican side of 
the aisle and with the politics that are 
being played. 

I was the Governor of the State of 
West Virginia, and I made an awful lot 
of appointments under what we call 
will and pleasure. I asked the State 
senate to confirm people I thought 
would work and do a great job for the 
people of West Virginia. It was my re-
sponsibility. If it went wrong or they 
did not basically fulfill their duties, 
that was my responsibility. If they had 
criminal charges brought against 
them, whether they were civil or crimi-
nal, then the courts would take it. 
They have a right to remove, and I 
would have been respectfully obligated 
to remove. And, if not, they had a right 
to impeach. 

We are not there. Everyone seems to 
be upset that Secretary Mayorkas, 
whom I know to be a good man, is 
being ostracized for doing the job he 
has done, that he has been basically di-
rected to do by his boss, the President 
of the United States. If you are un-
happy, go to the polls. It is the boss, 
OK? That is where it is. I think it has 
been a disaster. The first 2 or 3 years, 
right now, have been a disaster. 

I have asked—I have begged—the 
President to change: Secure our border. 
It has to be secured. It is the most dan-
gerous thing we face. 

And when I have said that, I have 
said: Declare a national emergency. 

Well, the mistakes the President has 
made, basically, were tried to be cor-
rected when he supported the piece of 
legislation we had before us, about 2 or 
3 weeks ago, that was negotiated. The 
lead negotiator, I think, is one of the 
most honorable people we have in the 
Senate, Republican and our friend 
JAMES LANKFORD from Oklahoma—Sen-
ator LANKFORD. I think it was a tre-
mendous piece of legislation that 
would have given us more security at 
the border, and it would have stopped 
all the illegal flow. But it was still po-
liticized, and it didn’t happen, and I 
think Ali Mayorkas is being blamed for 
that too. 

I am sorry. It was not him. And for 
us to go through a trial with what pre-
cious time we have left and all the 
challenges we have—let’s just vote on 
securing the border. Once and for all, 
secure the border. Let’s vote on taking 
care of our responsibilities around the 
world and at home—securing our bor-
der and helping our allies defend their 
own. That is what we should be doing. 
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Everything is politicized to the point 

now that we can’t get beyond whose 
fault it is rather than say: Hey, we are 
Americans. If I am a Democrat and you 
are a Republican and vice versa, you 
are not my enemy. You are my col-
league whom I might have differences 
with, but we can work it out. No one 
wants to find that sensible middle any-
more. It is a bad word—‘‘compromise.’’ 
You never hear it anymore. 

But to blame Secretary Mayorkas for 
your thinking he didn’t do the job or 
what he said was in violation of the 
Constitution is ridiculous. It is basi-
cally something that I can’t wait to 
vote against and get out as soon as it 
comes here. Why did they wait until 
next week? We could have voted on it 
today or tomorrow. Why? Did they 
want to let it fester a little bit? It 
doesn’t make any sense to me whatso-
ever. 

With that being said, I would hope 
that we would come to our senses and 
get to the real problems we have in 
America, and let’s try to help the peo-
ple who are living through some very 
high pricing. As far as food, the basic 
necessities of life are very difficult for 
an awful lot of people in my State of 
West Virginia, and I am going to do all 
I can to help them. But, with that, this 
is not the way to get our job done—to 
waste more time on something that is 
so senseless and reckless. 

S.J. RES. 61 
Madam President, let me just say I 

am rising in support of my resolution 
with Senator CRAMER and my colleague 
Senator CAPITO that would overturn 
the Federal Highway Administration’s 
greenhouse gas reduction rule. 

We all have a responsibility to the 
climate—we all are here to do it bet-
ter—but to be practical about what we 
are doing, to be sensible. And if it is 
not feasible, it is not reasonable to go 
down this path. 

The rule is another example of the 
administration trying to implement 
laws or bills they wanted but bills they 
didn’t pass. 

We are saying: Stay within the con-
fines of the laws we pass. 

It is an unworkable, one-size-fits-all 
approach. It burdens States with set-
ting and enforcing declining emissions 
standards for travel on highways. It 
makes absolutely no effort to consider 
the unique needs of rural States like 
West Virginia. 

Let me explain to you—I and my col-
league Senator CAPITO—where we live. 
It is the most beautiful State—we con-
sider it to be—in the country, with the 
most beautiful, hard-working people in 
the country. We all feel that way or we 
wouldn’t be here representing our 
States. My friend from North Dakota 
here, Senator CRAMER, feels the same 
about North Dakota. And I agree with 
everybody, but we are defending it. 

I have a State where I don’t have one 
city with over a 50,000 population. So I 
am very rural—1.7 million-plus. The 
bottom line is we don’t have a high 
density of emissions. We don’t have 

that. To make this into common sense, 
what they are trying to do is to say 
that you must—wherever you are now, 
you must reduce, reduce, reduce. The 
only way that we can get to where they 
want us to get to is to quit driving, to 
quit basically transporting, to quit de-
livering our food or all of our neces-
sities of life. Don’t go to work. Stay 
home. 

That doesn’t make any sense at all. 
For them to go down this one-size-fits- 
all makes no sense. It does not only un-
dermine the very purpose for our high-
way system; it just isn’t feasible in 
rural areas without other transpor-
tation options. 

Our economy would grind to a halt. I 
have always said: If it is not feasible, it 
is not reasonable. 

Even if the rule were reasonable, it 
wouldn’t matter because the adminis-
tration simply does not have the au-
thority to do this. They do not have 
the authority. Transportation—DOT— 
does not have the authority to do what 
they are trying to do with this rule. 

We know this because, when we were 
writing the bipartisan infrastructure 
law, we debated whether to give them 
that authority. That was part of the 
negotiations we were going through— 
Democrats and Republicans—saying to-
gether: Should they have that author-
ity? 

Guess what. Unanimously, we de-
cided against it. It wasn’t in their ju-
risdiction. 

So nothing in any law that Congress 
has passed allows this administration 
or any administration to burden States 
with these measures in order to ad-
vance their radical climate agenda, and 
I say that because I think the Presi-
dent is being ill-advised, with his cli-
mate advisers taking him down the 
primrose path. 

It is making a lot of people uncom-
fortable, with thinking: The govern-
ment is trying to tell me how I am 
going to be transported, how I am 
going to use what vehicle, what I can 
buy; and they are trying to bribe me 
with $7,500. And, if that doesn’t work, 
we will pass a piece of legislation that 
makes it law to not even manufacture 
gasoline engines. 

It is crazy, just absolutely crazy. I 
have always believed in market-driven 
products. If you give me a good product 
in a market where I can make a free 
decision and decide whether I can af-
ford it or not, whether it enhances my 
life, and it is something that I desire, I 
will make the decision. Don’t force me 
with limiting my options. That is all. 
And, when it is changing and when you 
do something better and it is some-
thing that gives me a better quality of 
opportunities in my life, that will 
make the difference. 

I can tell you the American public, 
the American consumer—and I say this 
for all women in my family: They were 
born with a certain gene. They know 
how to shop. They know how to com-
pare. They know how to make a good 
deal. And they have something that 

men don’t have, and they have more 
sense than we have when it comes to 
buying things and living within your 
means. 

So with that, I can tell you: Let the 
market do its job. 

So I introduced a resolution of dis-
approval with Senator CRAMER and 
Senator CAPITO because we know that 
this power grab is unreasonable, eco-
nomically irresponsible, and, most im-
portantly, unlawful. It will be dev-
astating for the rural communities and 
transportation industries in West Vir-
ginia and North Dakota and across all 
of America. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to join me in supporting this 
resolution. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing Senators be able to speak prior 
to the scheduled rollcall vote: Myself 
for up to 5 minutes, Senator CARPER 
for up to 10 minutes, and Senator 
CRAMER for up to 7 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 
come here and join my fellow col-
leagues from West Virginia and from 
North Dakota to offer my strong sup-
port of the resolution offered by Sen-
ator CRAMER of North Dakota. 

Senator MANCHIN has covered a lot of 
this, but I think I want to re-cover it 
because I think it is very important. 

The Federal Highway Administration 
issued the final rule, which we are 
challenging today, without having the 
necessary legal authority from Con-
gress. The rule will force our State de-
partments of transportation and met-
ropolitan planning organizations to de-
velop and set their own declining 
greenhouse gas emissions targets. 
State DOTs and MPOs are also going to 
be required to meet their own targets. 
If they fail to meet their targets or fail 
to make significant progress toward 
them, they are required to develop new 
plans to ensure that they do meet their 
targets. 

Senator MANCHIN described how dif-
ficult it will be for a sparsely populated 
and, basically, rural area, such as West 
Virginia, to make a measurable dif-
ference in our greenhouse emissions in 
our transportation sector because, you 
know, we are in pretty good shape as it 
is right now. 

The expected outcome of this re-
quirement is that it will force State 
DOTs and MPOs to use their highway 
funding for ineffective emissions reduc-
tion projects rather than on projects 
that will improve the safety and effi-
ciency of roads and bridges. This re-
striction on the ability of State DOTs 
to pick the projects that address their 
communities’ unique transportation 
needs is unacceptable, and it runs 
counter to our agreement for the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act. 
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