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In Minnesota, we stand with the peo-
ple in Maryland, where the lights on
our own I-35W bridge were lit in Mary-
land State colors of red, white, yellow,
and black immediately after the col-
lapse.

There is plenty of time for investiga-
tions and what went wrong with that
large, large ship. That is happening
right now. But the immediate focus of
our country, because of the economic
repercussions not only on Baltimore
but on the entire country, is to get this
rebuilt and to call people out when
they are just trying to play politics
with it and say things that are com-
pletely inappropriate when six people
died on the bridge.

It wasn’t that long ago that the I-
356W bridge collapsed and our col-
leagues joined with us. Many of the
people in this Chamber are still here.
We need to do the same now.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, be-
fore my friend from Minnesota leaves
the floor, I want to thank her for her
comments and say all of us stand with
Baltimore.

I can’t imagine people playing poli-
tics with something like this. It is such
a tragedy that could happen and has
happened to all of us in our States.
This is what we are here to do is to
work together to try to address and
solve problems and help rebuild when
that is necessary.

NOMINATION OF ROBERT J. WHITE

Mr. President, I rise today to strong-
ly support the nomination of Robert
White, who President Biden nominated
to serve as the U.S. district judge for
the Bastern District of Michigan. Sen-
ator PETERS and I were very honored to
recommend him. We will be voting on
him today.

Mr. White has spent his career up-
holding the rule of law and keeping our
communities safe. Since 2018, he has
served as an assistant U.S. attorney in
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the East-
ern District of Michigan, handling civil
and criminal cases involving violent
crime and healthcare fraud. That has
been very bad news for criminals.

Mr. White helped lock up six mem-
bers of one of Detroit’s most violent
gangs who were terrorizing a neighbor-
hood and committing crimes, including
a murder, shootings, robberies, and
drug dealings. In 2022, Mr. White suc-
cessfully prosecuted a Canadian truck
driver who tried to drive across the
U.S. border with 313 pounds of cocaine
hidden in his semitrailer.

Mr. White began his career as a pros-
ecutor in the Western District of Texas
where he focused on fighting
transnational organized crime, includ-
ing Mexican cartels. And he did a very
good job.

He was named the Outstanding Fed-
eral Attorney of the Year in 2017 by the
El Paso Bar Association. In 2018, he
was recognized by the FBI for his out-
standing skills as a prosecutor. In 2020,
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he received an award for excellence
from the Council of the Inspectors Gen-
eral. And last year, the Homeland Se-
curity Investigations office in Detroit
named him Prosecutor of the Year.

It is no surprise that the American
Bar Association’s Standing Committee
on the Federal Judiciary unanimously
rated Mr. White as ‘‘well qualified.”

In February, the Senate Judiciary
Committee passed Mr. White’s nomina-
tion through the Senate committee on
a bipartisan basis by a vote of 14 to 7.

Democrats and Republicans agree he
is the right person for the job. He is an
outstanding nominee, and his experi-
ence will serve the people of the East-
ern District well.

I urge my colleagues today to sup-
port his confirmation.

I yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF SUSAN M. BAZIS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm U.S.
Magistrate Judge Susan Bazis to the
U.S. District Court for the District of
Nebraska.

Judge Bazis’s deep ties to Nebraska
and experience in the courtroom as a
litigator and on the bench have pre-
pared her to serve as a U.S. District
Judge. A graduate of the University of
Nebraska and Creighton University
School of Law, Judge Bazis worked as
a Douglas County public defender and
later in private practice, including as a
solo practitioner. Over the course of
her legal career, she tried approxi-
mately 675 cases to verdict in front of
administrative hearing officers and ap-
proximately 150 cases to verdict in
courts of record.

In 2007, Judge Bazis was appointed to
serve as a Douglas County Court judge,
presiding over criminal, civil, probate,
and protection order matters. Since
2017, she has served as a U.S. mag-
istrate judge for the District of Ne-
braska. In over 15 years on the bench,
she has presided over 550 cases that
have gone to verdict or judgment.

Judge Bazis has the strong support
from her home State Senators, Mrs.
FISCHER and Mr. RICKETTS. In addition,
she was unanimously rated ‘‘well quali-
fied”” by the American Bar Association.
Judge Bazis’s significant courtroom ex-
perience as a litigator and as a jurist
will ensure that she will continue to be
an asset on the federal bench.

I urge my colleagues to support
Judge Bazis’s nomination.

VOTE ON BAZIS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Bazis nomination?

Ms. STABENOW. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.
FETTERMAN) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 78,
nays 21, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 116 Ex.]

YEAS—T8
Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Barrasso Hickenlooper Ricketts
Bennet Hirono Risch
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Romney
Blumenthal Johnson Rosen
Booker Kaine Rounds
Brown Kelly Rubio
Butler Kennedy Sanders
Cantwell King Schatz
Capito Klobuchar Schumer
Cardin Lee Shaheen
Carper Lujan Sinema
Casey Lummis Smith
Collins Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cornyn McConnell Thune
Cortez Masto Menendez Tillis
Crapo Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Moran Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Ernst Murphy Warren
Fischer Murray Welch
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Graham Padilla Wicker
Grassley Paul Wyden
Hassan Peters Young

NAYS—21
Boozman Cruz Mullin
Braun Daines Schmitt
Britt Hagerty Scott (FL)
Budd Hawley Scott (SC)
Cassidy Hoeven Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Tuberville
Cramer Marshall Vance

NOT VOTING—1

Fetterman

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
and the President will immediately be
notified of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 542, Robert
J. White, of Michigan, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District of
Michigan.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Elizabeth
Warren, Raphael G. Warnock, Gary C.

Peters, Tim Kaine, Richard
Blumenthal, Jack Reed, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Peter Welch, Mark R.

Warner, Christopher A. Coons, Tammy
Duckworth, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Debbie Stabenow.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Robert J. White, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.



April 9, 2024

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 58,
nays 42, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 117 Ex.]

YEAS—58

Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Rounds
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown Kennedy Schumer
Butler King Shaheen
gan(;well Elqpuchar Sinema

ardin ujan Smith
Carper Manchin Stabenow
Casey Markey

. Tester
Collins Menendez s
Coons Merkley Tillis
Cortez Masto Murkowski Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Graham Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
Heinrich Romney
NAYS—42
Barrasso Ernst Mullin
Blackburn Fischer Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Rubio
Budd Hoeven Schmitt
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Lummis Tuberville
Crapo Marshall Vance
Cruz McConnell Wicker
Daines Moran Young
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). On this vote, the yeas are 58,
the nays are 42.
The motion is agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The clerk read the nomination of
Robert J. White, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan.

—————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:20 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJAN).

————————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip.

NOMINATION OF ADEEL ABDULLAH MANGI

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, as chair
of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
one of my highest priorities has been
the confirmation of judges to fill va-
cancies on the Federal bench.

Since the beginning of the Biden ad-
ministration, the Senate has confirmed
over 191 highly qualified, independent,
and evenhanded jurists to the Federal
bench. It is my belief that there will be
a total of 193 in just a matter of days.
They represent the best of our legal
system—demographically and profes-
sionally diverse judges who respect the
rule of law, adhere to precedent, and
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above all, answer only to the Constitu-
tion. We should add another nominee
to that list—Adeel Mangi—who has
been nominated to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit.

What an amazing resume. Mr. Mangi
is eminently qualified. He graduated
from Oxford and Harvard Law School.
He spent more than 20 years in private
practice at one of the top law firms in
the United States. He focuses his prac-
tice on commercial litigation. Mr.
Mangi has served as counsel of record
in more than 30 matters before Federal
appellate courts as well as eight ami-
cus briefs submitted to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. He has gone above and
beyond in his pro bono practice, devot-
ing more than 4,000 hours to rep-
resenting clients in religious discrimi-
nation, asylum, and employment dis-
crimination cases.

Based on his record, you would think
Mr. Mangi would be quickly confirmed,
but I left out one fact on his resume:
He is a Muslim American.

The treatment of this nominee before
the Senate Judiciary Committee has
reached a new low in many ways but
also with historic echoes. More than 50
years ago, President Lyndon Johnson
nominated Thurgood Marshall, who
would become the first Black American
to serve on the Supreme Court. In his
confirmation hearing, Justice Marshall
faced racist questions and McCarthy-
like accusations that he was a Com-
munist. If that sounds familiar, it is
because Mr. Mangi—the first Muslim
American nominated to the Federal ap-
pellate court—faced similar treatment
at his hearing before our committee.

Committee Republicans subjected
him to irrelevant, combative lines of
questioning about the Israel-Hamas
war. They even asked whether he cele-
brated the 9/11 terrorist attacks in his
home. Think about that for a second:
An American coming before the Senate
Judiciary Committee, of the Muslim
faith, is being asked if he celebrates
the 9/11 anniversary in his home each
year.

During the hearing and while under
oath, Mr. Mangi unequivocally con-
demned anti-Semitism in all its forms
and condemned any acts of terrorism
no fewer than 10 times—10 times at one
hearing. He also repeatedly denounced
any form of hate or bigotry.

Any insinuation that Mr. Mangi is
anti-Semitic or a terrorist sympathizer
is rooted in anti-Muslim bigotry that
has no place in our country or in Con-
gress. The claims are simply false. He
has represented a broad coalition of
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu,
Sikh, and other religious groups.

As Mr. Mangi said, it is ‘‘distinctly
American for people of so many dif-
ferent faiths to come together in unity
in this manner.”

What has been un-American has been
the treatment Mr. Mangi has faced
since his hearing. Republicans are try-
ing to blame Mr. Mangi for statements
by other people at events he didn’t
even attend and wasn’t even aware of.

$2659

That is guilt by association. It is
wrong. It is unfair.

Republicans have unfairly attacked
Mr. Mangi for his nominal affiliation
with the Alliance of Families for Jus-
tice. They falsely—falsely—claim that
he supports ‘‘cop killers’’—that he sup-
ports ‘‘cop killers.” That outrageous
allegation could not be farther from
the truth.

In Mr. Mangi’s own words, he has
““not represented or otherwise provided
legal services to any individual con-
victed of killing a law enforcement of-
ficer.”

In addition, he has clearly stated:

I condemn any violence against law en-
forcement officers without equivocation.

As Mr. Mangi noted, it is ‘‘shocking
and false” to suggest that he has sym-
pathy for attacks on law enforcement.

On the other hand, during the Trump
administration, Republicans voted
unanimously to confirm two judges
who had personally represented indi-
viduals who had killed police officers.
Those individuals were entitled to
their right to counsel—I am not argu-
ing that point—but it just shows you
how far they have gone in establishing
a new standard—a totally unfair stand-
ard.

The treatment of Mr. Mangi by the
Republicans puts their hypocrisy on
full display. There cannot be one stand-
ard for Republican appointees and an-
other for Democrats. Based on Mr.
Mangi’s actual record, more than 125
civil rights and human rights organiza-
tions support him—organizations rep-
resenting more than 1 million Jewish
Americans, including the National
Council of Jewish Women and the Anti-
Defamation League.

I want to say this point: After the
terrible hearing that he was subjected
to in the committee in December, the
Anti-Defamation League volunteered a
statement to our committee, which I
read into the record, in defense of Mr.
Mangi and in criticism of the harsh and
unfair criticism of those at his hearing
who blamed him for being anti-Se-
mitic. Nothing could be further from
the truth. These other organizations
and ADL have openly supported his
nomination and condemn the treat-
ment he faced at his hearing.

In addition, Mr. Mangi has received
the support of a number of law enforce-
ment organizations, including the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law En-
forcement Executives and a bipartisan
group of former New Jersey State at-
torneys general and U.S. attorneys.

Any judicial nominee should expect a
close examination of his legal career
before the committee. Since first being
nominated, Mr. Mangi has been pre-
pared for just that. However, he should
not have to answer for baseless and
bigoted attacks that do not accurately
reflect him or his record in many dif-
ferent ways.

In a letter of support, retired Third
Circuit Judge Timothy Lewis con-
trasted Mr. Mangi’s experience as a
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