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To be clear, Secretary Mayorkas has
the tools to stop the invasion today. He
could do it right now if he wanted to. It
is almost turnkey. It is abracadabra. If
he decided to do it, we could have a se-
cure border, and we would. Not only
does he have the tools, but he has an
obligation and a responsibility, an af-
firmative duty under the laws of the
United States—laws that he agreed he
would faithfully enforce.

Let me say that again just to be very
clear. Just by enforcing the laws cur-
rently on the books, he could bring our
state of utter lawlessness on the border
to a state of order.

Secretary Mayorkas could bring a
complete stop to the crisis. He doesn’t
need legislative action from Congress.
This isn’t a policy disagreement. No, it
is a blatant defiance of the laws that
are already on the books and have been
for years.

So to my colleagues: If you are so
confident that the charges against Sec-
retary Mayorkas are baseless, then
why not hold a trial? Why try to just
sweep this under the rug? You realize,
don’t you, that when you do that, all
that does is just make you look more
conscious of what is going on, of what
is being done that is so very, very
wrong—especially where, as here, it is
such a departure from nearly two and a
half centuries of this institution oper-
ating faithfully as a Court of Impeach-
ment, nearly two and a half centuries
in which we have had 21 Articles of Im-
peachment destined for the Senate; at
least 20 of those arrived. In 18 of those
total of 21 cases during the Senate’s ex-
istence, 18 of those 21 culminated in a
trial resulting in a verdict of guilty or
not guilty. Those other three involved
cases that were rendered moot in be-
tween the time the House of Represent-
atives adopted the Articles of Impeach-
ment and the time they were presented
over here. They were rendered moot be-
cause of the death or departure—a new
vacancy in the office that had been oc-
cupied by the impeached official.

So this isn’t just an ordinary act of
sweeping it under the rug. It is an act
of sweeping it under the rug under the
circumstances where sweeping it under
the rug was never an option. It never
has been. We haven’t done it.

This isn’t just some invisible ‘‘Casper
the Friendly Ghost” coming in to get
rid of it. They are actively doing it,
and they are doing it under the full
view of the American people.

The American people should be really
upset by this, because Article I of the
Constitution gives the House of Rep-
resentatives the power to impeach and
the Senate the power to try all im-
peachments.

Remember, the Senate has only three
states of being—exactly three states of
being: the legislative calendar, where
we do a lot of our work, where we con-
sider law; Executive Calendar, where
we do things like confirm Presidential
nominees and consider treaties for rati-
fication; and the third state of being
for the Senate is as a Court of Im-
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peachment. We are always in one of
those three states of being, and yet we
have never operated in that third state
of being unless the case has been ren-
dered moot where the Senate doesn’t
hold a trial, as it is required to do
under the Constitution, culminating in
a verdict of guilty or not guilty.

Now, if you trust that Secretary
Mayorkas didn’t authorize millions of
individuals to enter illegally into our
country for swift and precursory re-
lease, then let’s hold a trial.

If you are certain that Secretary
Mayorkas hasn’t increased the pull fac-
tors incentivizing parents across the
globe to send 430,000 unaccompanied
children illegally into the TUnited
States, in many cases to have them end
up in the hands of traffickers—drug
traffickers and human sex traffickers
and otherwise—then let’s hold a trial.

If you are confident that Secretary
Mayorkas hasn’t created at least 13 il-
legal immigration parole programs de-
signed to increase the flow of people
into this country by the hundreds of
thousands, then let’s hold a trial.

If you are so sure that Secretary
Mayorkas—under Secretary Mayorkas’
leadership, Customs and Border Protec-
tion hasn’t dramatically decreased its
vetting process for allowing Chinese
immigrants to cross our border, includ-
ing military-aged Chinese males, then
let’s hold a trial.

If you believe that we haven’t seen a
dramatic increase in the known ter-
rorist encounters at our border, then
let’s hold a trial.

If you are confident that Secretary
Mayorkas hasn’t allowed enough
fentanyl to flow across the southern
border to kill every man, woman, and
child in this country, then let’s hold a
freaking trial.

These are not victimless crimes.

The tragic case of Laken Riley, a life
cut short by an illegal alien, one of the
millions whom Secretary Mayorkas

has recklessly, intentionally, delib-
erately, and maliciously allowed to
enter our country unchecked,

unvetted, is a reminder of the human
cost of this abdication of duty. Laken
isn’t alone. Her case represents hun-
dreds of thousands of families across
this Nation whose lives have been up-
ended by the invasion that our leaders
allowed to happen.

Think about that for a minute. They
allowed it to happen not by negligence,

oversight, carelessness, inattentive-
ness. No, no, no. They encouraged it to
happen.

Should Secretary Mayorkas be found
guilty, these are crimes of the highest
order. This sort of thing doesn’t happen
very often in this country—the sort of
thing that I hope we will never have to
experience again; the sort of thing that
otherwise would result in a Toby Keith
song, may he rest in peace; the sort of
thing that unites Americans in sur-
prising ways. The American people un-
derstand something is terribly wrong,
and they expect us to act.

In all previous impeachments sent to
the Senate, we held a trial, save those
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rare circumstances where the case was
rendered moot by death or vacancy of
the office—not facts present here. We
held a trial, and that trial culminated,
in each and every instance, in a verdict
of guilty or not guilty.

But the majority leader CHUCK SCHU-
MER now seems to want to take the
radical step, the unprecedented step,
the lawless step, the counter- and anti-
constitutional step of trying to table
these Articles of Impeachment without
even letting us examine the evidence.

This begs the question: What would
he do—what would he do—if he were
confident, if the majority leader were
confident that Secretary Mayorkas had
acted lawfully, honorably, in this of-
fice?

What would he do if he were con-
fident the American people wouldn’t
turn on his party because of this act of
lawlessness, this interminable succes-
sion of absurdities imposed by the my-
opic logic of their own border non-
enforcement strategy? This is exactly
what it looks like when someone is
aware that there is a problem and
wants to sweep the problem under the
rug.

There is no rug here. You can’t hide
this. There is no rug big enough to ac-
commodate that. And shame on us if
we play into that strategy.

To colleagues on my side of the aisle
and on the other, I implore you. I know
many of us are institutionalists.
Whether you are a Democrat or a Re-
publican, no matter how far to the left-
wing or rightwing or somewhere in be-
tween you are, I appeal to your sense
that we have an obligation to take se-
riously our oath to the Constitution.
We have an obligation that must be
honored to look out for the institu-
tional interests of the Senate and the
role that it plays in the sacred order
created by the U.S. Constitution.

When the Articles of Impeachment
arrive, we have a job to do. The Con-
stitution and our rules and our prece-
dents make that abundantly clear. To
ignore the evidence before us is to be-
tray the trust of those who sent us
here.

There is no doubt, at this point, that
the invasion at the southern border has
inflicted indescribable, incalculable,
intolerable pain and suffering on the
part of the American people. We are ob-
ligated to figure out who is responsible
and hold them accountable, beginning
with Secretary Mayorkas. I urge each
of my colleagues to oppose this shame-
less effort to sidestep our constitu-
tional duty and, by so doing, subvert
the constitutional order.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
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be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO STEVE SHAVER

e Mr. DAINES. Madam President,
today I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Steve Shaver of Flathead
County for his courage and swift action
that ultimately saved a fellow Mon-
tanan’s life.

On a routine day working on a
project in Hungry Horse, MT, a woman
emerged from her home signaling to
Steve that she needed help because her
husband was in the home unconscious.
Steve acted without hesitation and
sprang into action as he began facili-
tating lifesaving cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation—CPR—until the man re-
gained consciousness and emergency
service personnel arrived to the scene.
Steve’s calm composure and effective
responsiveness demonstrated his abil-
ity to lead in a stressful emergency sit-
uation that many will never face.

Here in the Treasure State, folks
hold dear the principles of an honest
work ethic and lending a helping hand
when someone is in need. Steve’s ac-
tions exemplify Montanans’ commit-
ment to looking out for one another,
no matter the time of day or cir-
cumstances, and a man’s life was saved
because of his actions. Our famous
Montana skies cannot truly be meas-
ured and neither can a man’s ability to
help out his neighbor when he is needed
the most.

Today, as we acknowledge Steve’s
act of bravery, we also pay homage to
the deep-rooted values that Montana is
known for, further attributing to our
beloved State’s title as the Last Best
Place. John 13:34 states, ‘A new com-
mand I give you: Love one another. As
I have loved you, so you must love one
another.” Steve’s actions show that
Montanans live that verse out every
day.

It is my distinct honor to recognize
Steve Shaver for his heroic act of self-
less service that saved a fellow Mon-
tanan’s life. May his bravery and com-
passion serve as inspiration to each of
us to stand by our neighbors in times
of trouble. You make Montana proud.e

———

RECOGNIZING BROWNELL, INC.

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an
outstanding Iowa small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Brownells of
Grinnell, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week.

In 1938, Frank ‘‘Bob’” Brownell II
founded Brownells in Montezuma, IA.
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He owned and operated a gas station
and sandwich shop in Montezuma in
addition to being an avid gunsmithing
hobbyist. Bob combined his business
experience with his passion and found-
ed Brownells to fill a niche in the
gunsmithing industry: selling hard-to-
find gunsmithing tools to other gun-
smiths. In 1947, Brownells began print-
ing their catalog, and by 1951, he had
shifted the business from a gunsmith
store to a gunsmith product supplier.
In 1973, Brownells moved their head-
quarters to a larger location in Monte-
zuma until 2014 and have since moved
to nearby Grinnell. Brownells current
location in Grinnell includes a 200,000-
square-foot warehouse, corporate of-
fices, and a retail store that opened in
2016. Today, Brownells maintains a
supply of over 50,000 gun parts. They
supply and ship their products across
the world.

Three generations of the Brownell
family have worked at the company.
Bob’s son Frank joined Brownells in
1964 and became president in 1983 after
Bob became chairman of the board. Be-
fore working at Brownells, Frank
Brownell served in the U.S. Navy.
Frank’s son Pete joined the family
business in 1997 and became vice presi-
dent in 2000. In 2008, Pete became presi-
dent, with his father serving as the
chief executive officer. Bob Brownell
passed away in 1991, leaving behind a
legacy of hard work, community in-
volvement, and dedication to the fire-
arm industry.

Brownells is actively involved in
both the Poweshiek County commu-
nity and the national firearm industry.
Pete Brownell previously served on the
board of the National Rifle Associa-
tion—NRA—and served as president of
the NRA from 2017 until 2018. In 2014,
Frank Brownell received the NRA
Golden Bullseye Pioneer Award for his
continued dedication to the firearm in-
dustry. Pete Brownell has also been in-
volved in the Grinnell College Ignite
Program, a yearly program that brings
students from prekindergarten to
eighth grade experience workshops at
the college. Brownells celebrated its
85th business anniversary in 2024.

Brownells’ commitment to providing
high-quality gunsmithing tools while
maintaining its Poweshiek County
roots is clear. I want to congratulate
the Brownell family and the entire
team at Brownells for their continued
dedication to the firearm industry. I
look forward to seeing their continued
growth and success in Iowa.®

———

RECOGNIZING CANTEEN LUNCH IN
THE ALLEY

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an
outstanding Iowa small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Canteen Lunch
in the Alley of Ottumwa, IA, as the
Senate Small Business of the Week.
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After finding success selling loose
meat sandwiches to farmers, Dusty
Rhoades opened Canteen Lunch in the
Alley in 1927 with just five stools and a
single steamer to cook sandwiches. The
business’s name was inspired by its sig-
nature dish: delicious loose meat sand-
wiches often called canteens. Today, in
addition to their signature sandwiches,
Canteen Lunch in the Alley serves
homemade pies, ice cream, hot dogs,
and egg sandwiches. Their current lo-
cation has 17 seats and uses around 800
pounds of ground beef weekly to keep
up with demand.

From 1929 to 1936, Bill and Ruth Car-
ter were the proud owners of Canteen
Lunch in the Alley. Following their
passing, their daughter Bernita Carter
Popchuck became the sole owner. In
1936, the business was moved to its cur-
rent location on 2nd Street in
Ottumwa. Husband and wife Earnest
and Shirley McBeth purchased the res-
taurant in 1976 with the help of Shir-
ley’s sister Lauralee Staley and oper-
ated Canteen Lunch in the Alley until
2015, when Scott and Janice Pierce pur-
chased it. Scott, an Ottumwa native,
has been eating at the restaurant since
his childhood and understands the sig-
nificant role the business plays in the
community.

The mom-and-pop shop is well-recog-
nized for great food, hard work, and
commitment to customer satisfaction.
Owners Scott and Janice Pierce have
brought the community together by
hosting the World Championship Can-
teen Hating Contest thrice since 2018.
In 2019, professional competitive eater
Joey Chestnut won the competition by
eating 28 and a half canteens in 10 min-
utes. Notably, the award-winning tele-
vision show Roseanne used Canteen
Lunch in the Alley as inspiration for
the show’s fictional restaurant
“Lanford Lunch Box.” In 2019, Canteen
Lunch in the Alley won the People
Choice Award from the Iowa Tourism
Office, and in 2017, the business was
named the best loose meat sandwich in
Iowa by USA Today. Due to their hard
work, the Canteen Lunch in the Alley
team celebrated its 97th business anni-
versary in 2024.

For nearly 100 years, Canteen Lunch
in the Alley has preserved the essence
of tradition in Ottumwa by providing a
sprinkle of love with their well-loved
canteen sandwiches and desserts. I
want to congratulate the Pierce family
and the entire Canteen Lunch in the
Alley team for their continued dedica-
tion to serving Iowans while maintain-
ing an important piece of Ottumwa his-
tory. I look forward to seeing their
continued success in Iowa.®

RECOGNIZING KEG CREEK
BREWING COMPANY

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the U.S. Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each week I recognize
an outstanding Iowa small business
that exemplifies the American entre-
preneurial spirit. This week, it is my
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