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One regime that has continually re-
jected the international consensus
about Israel is the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Three decades into the 21st cen-
tury, Iran and its proxies continue to
pursue Israel’s absolute annihilation.
Coexistence has never been the policy
of Iran or its terrorist proxy group
Hamas.

Disturbingly, we find adherents of
that view here at home. Last week in
Michigan, protesters chanted ‘‘Death
to Israel” and ‘‘Death to America,” re-
jecting either country’s right to even
exist. This is one example of the rise of
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incidents
we have seen since October 7. They
show us what our Jewish friends and
allies fight against every day.

Of course, the protests and chants re-
mind us of a pivotal event. Yesterday,
we marked the 6-month anniversary of
the October 7 attacks. Hamas, backed
by Iran, demonstrated both its goal—
the annihilation of Israel—and its
strategy—the murder and hostage-tak-
ing of civilians.

October 7 was one of the worst at-
tacks on the Jewish people since the
Holocaust. It was a nightmare scenario
that eight decades of Israeli citizens
have had to guard against. In light of
those atrocities, our task is clear: We
need to reaffirm Israel’s right to self-
defense.

Since October 7, Hamas has contin-
ued to pursue its goal by the same
strategies. It single-mindedly seeks to
wipe Israel off the map and does not
care how many innocent people are lost
on the way, how many families are
burned alive. Hamas’s entire operation
is a violation of international law. By
contrast, Israel has essentially been
striving to administer civilian aid
while uprooting terrorists who hide be-
hind those civilians—all in dense urban
settings.

International friends and allies can
and should give advice and counsel to
each other on issues of mutual security
and diplomacy. That has always been
the practice between Israel and the
United States. On the other hand, it is
wrong to make demands of an ally and
to suggest that vital aid to them will
be withheld unless those demands are
met. This is especially true when those
conditions are ones which we ourselves
could never accept.

War is always a tragedy. On top of
that, it also carries accidental sorrows
in its wake. The killing of seven World
Central Kitchen aid workers was an
avoidable and unmitigated tragedy.
Our hearts break for their loved ones,
their colleagues, and others delivering
humanitarian assistance around the
world.

And this is personal to me. Teams
from World Central Kitchen have come
to the aid of my State of Mississippi.
World Central Kitchen was there on
the ground during the recent Jackson
water crisis. They answered the call in
the wake of the 2023 tornadoes. I am an
advocate and friend of Jose Andres. I
have worn the ‘“World Central Kitch-
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en” cap in Poland when I spent time
serving meals to refugees from the bru-
tal Russian invasion.

I believe that Israel takes the work-
ers’ deaths seriously too. The Israeli
Defense Forces assumed responsibility
right away. Its leaders promptly
launched an investigation. Since then,
the Israeli Government has said that
the military committed ‘‘serious viola-
tions” of protocol. They have admitted
this about themselves. They fired two
officers and disciplined three others for
mishandling information and breaking
the Israeli Defense Forces’ rules of en-
gagement.

That is more than the Biden adminis-
tration can say about themselves. In
the chaos of our disastrous Afghani-
stan withdrawal, our military shelled a
car in Kabul. Leaders initially feared
the vehicle carried explosives destined
for American servicemembers, but it
turned out to be a civilian vehicle, and
10 innocent people, including 7 chil-
dren, died at our hands. The Biden ad-
ministration took far longer than
Israel to own up to that mistake. I am
glad our country did eventually ac-
knowledge our fault.

This shows that the free world holds
ourselves to exacting standards of care
for the innocent caught in harm’s
way—including the thousands who
have died in Gaza since October 7.

Time and again, Israeli combatants
have published warnings before taking
a building. They regularly give evacu-
ation notices to civilians. In so pro-
tecting the innocent, they risk giving
the enemy a heads-up, but they do this.
Yet it has become fashionable to hold
Israel to wunachievable standards,
benchmarks to which we do not hold
ourselves or any other ally.

Hamas does not place itself under
such handicaps. This Iranian proxy,
Hamas, has no regard for the standards
of civilian protection. For one of many
examples, look no further than the hos-
tages taken October 7 and their often
brutal treatment.

Unfortunately, our President’s recent
call for a cease-fire plays directly into
Hamas’s hands. Our Commander in
Chief’s priority should be the release of
hostages and victory for our ally. But
instead of displaying American resolve,
our President seems to be mollifying
the left wing of his party.

Calling for a cease-fire instead of
hostage release and unconditional vic-
tory creates a false equivalence be-
tween Israel and Hamas. After Pearl
Harbor, no one asked us about a cease-
fire. After 9/11, no one asked the United
States about a cease-fire.

We need to remember that Israel is
fighting terrorists bent only on the de-
struction of the Jewish State. Hamas’s
leadership has vowed to commit re-
peats of the October 7 massacres. If
this terrorist group is not totally
eradicated, it will continue killing and
kidnapping.

To paraphrase former Israeli Prime
Minister Golda Meir, if Hamas put
down their weapons today, there would
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be no more violence; if Israel put down
their weapons today, there would be no
more Israel.

Hamas started this conflict, and they
could end it today. Hamas could let
hostages walk out of the tunnels and
into the sunshine. Its militants could
stop using women and children and aid
workers and healthcare workers as
human shields.

We need to give our steadfast ally
what it needs to win this battle. Vic-
tory has to be our position.

I believe we should keep our promises
to our friends. Our Commander in Chief
threatens to break that promise to
Israel today.

The President’s call for an imme-
diate cease-fire is tantamount to a call
for Hamas to remain in business, to re-
establish itself for future atrocities.
That is not something Israel will
allow—nor should they—and it is not
something we should ask of Israel or
any other partner or ally.

A world in which a terrorist organi-
zation can win by committing mass
murder is a more dangerous world for
us all. The allies who have stood by us
for 7% decades and who stood by us
after 9/11 understood that then, and we
should not forget that now.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

TRIBUTE TO RICK WEBB

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I rise
today to recognize Watco Executive
Chairman Rick Webb, who recently was
inducted into the American Short Line
and Regional Railroad Association’s
Short Line Hall of Fame.

Watco is a transportation and supply
chain service company headquartered
in Pittsburg, KS, with a 40-year legacy
of excellence in industrial transpor-
tation. Rick Webb has been, and con-
tinues to be, an integral part of that
legacy.

Rick’s father, Dick Webb, founded
the company in 1983, and Rick began
working on the Watco team while he
was finishing his degree at the local
Pittsburg State University.

He joined the family business full
time after graduating in 1984, taking
on a diverse portfolio of responsibil-
ities including operations, marketing,
hiring personnel, and raising capital.

In 1987, Watco purchased its first
short line to primarily serve its own
railcar repair shop. In 1998, Webb be-
came Watco’s chief executive officer,
taking the reins from his father. After
two decades of service as Watco’s chief
executive, Rick turned over leadership
to Dan Smith and took on the role of
executive chairman, where he con-
tinues to steward the growth of the
business and the family’s customer-
first model of service.
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Rick Webb has been with Watco from
the beginning, and during his tenure
with the company, it has grown from
one facility to more than 190 locations
operating in four countries. That
growth is in no small part due to Rick
Webb’s leadership.

Rick is the kind of person you want
to follow. He is the kind of person you
can always take at his word. When I
think about what it means to be a Kan-
san—a person of good character, strong
integrity, authenticity—Rick is that
person.

But I cannot talk about Rick’s char-
acter without recognizing the person
who played a tremendous role in shap-
ing him. Kaye Lynne Webb, his mom,
helped build Watco and raised a son of
the highest caliber. She is an amazing
woman and an integral part of the
Webb family and the company.

Knowing Rick and the quality of his
character, I was pleased to learn that
he was inducted into the American
Short Line and Regional Railroad As-
sociation’s Hall of Fame on March 25,
2024.

An article in the Pittsburg Morning
Sun notes that the American Short
Line and Regional Railroad Associa-
tion established this award in 2020 to
acknowledge ‘‘visionaries and stars
who through their dedication, commit-
ment and achievement best exemplify
the qualities of innovation,
entrepreneurialism, perseverance and
service that have advanced the short
line railroad industry.” Rick has met
and continues to exceed this standard.

The same article highlighted the cur-
rent Watco CEO Dan Smith’s praise of
Rick for his consistency as a leader.
The article included the following de-
scription of Rick by Smith:

He’s truly a great man. I would say that
he’s the best teammate I've ever had; he’s
the best coach I've ever had; he’s the best
friend I've had.

Throughout his time at Watco, Rick
has been driven by an unrelenting de-
sire to serve the best team possible to
serve customers in the best manner.
Rick has carried with him the belief
that if you want to learn how to grow
the top line, you listen to your cus-
tomer, and if you want to learn how to
grow the bottom line, you listen to
your team.

Rick’s business knowledge and Kan-
sas work ethic have earned him many
accolades over the years, including
being named the 2010 Ernst & Young
Entrepreneur of the Year in the Cen-
tral Midwest Region and winning the
2022 Railroad Innovator Award from
Progressive Railroading magazine.

In addition to Rick’s induction into
the American Short Line Hall of Fame,
the American Short Line and Regional
Railroad Association has honored
Watco with the Veterans Engagement
Award for their dedication to veteran
recruitment.

I want to congratulate Rick and the
entire Watco team on their successful
accomplishments and achievements. It
is certainly nice to have a great busi-
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nessman and a great business in Kan-
sas called Watco, but even better, it is
great to have a person of Rick’s cal-
iber, his character, and his interest in
the community.

Many towns the size of Pittsburg,
KS, and many communities in Kansas,
generally, have a set of people who are
always involved in whatever good hap-
pens in the community. Rick Webb and
his family have been consistent in
their support for the Pittsburg and
Southeast Kansas communities and for
their support for Pittsburg State Uni-
versity.

I look forward to seeing their busi-
ness continue to flourish as they fulfill
the mission of serving their customers,
their employees, and elevating the
standard for short line railroads for
Kansas, our Nation, and the world. But
I especially thank him for being the
kind of person he is and how much dif-
ference he makes in Pittsburg, in Kan-
sas, in the country, and the world.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I ask unanimous
consent that the scheduled vote begin
immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 534, Susan
M. Bazis, of Nebraska, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Nebraska.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Peter Welch, Laphonza Butler, Richard
Blumenthal, Alex Padilla, Tim Kaine,
Christopher A. Coons, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Margaret Wood Hassan, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Gary C. Peters, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy
Duckworth, Tina Smith, Chris Van
Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Susan M. Bazis, of Nebraska, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Nebraska, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN), the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY),
the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
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MURRAY), and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 68,
nays 18, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 115 Ex.]

YEAS—68

Baldwin Heinrich Ricketts
Barrasso Hickenlooper Risch
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Rounds
Blumenthal Johnson Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Butler Kelly Schumer
Cantwell Kennedy
Capito Klobuchar gﬁ? h;en
Cardin Lee ema

. Smith
Carper Lummis Stabenow
Casey Manchin
Collins Markey Tester
Coons McConnell Thune
Cornyn Menendez Tillis
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Crapo Moran Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fischer Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Paul Wicker
Graham Peters Wyden
Grassley Reed Young

NAYS—18
Boozman Daines Mullin
Braun Hagerty Schmitt
Britt Hawley Scott (FL)
Budd Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
NOT VOTING—14
Brown Hassan Romney
Cassidy King Rubio
Cramer Lujan Vance
Ernst Murphy Welch
Fetterman Murray
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are
68, the nays are 18.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I come to
the floor this evening because we have
some serious business ahead of us soon.

For Laken Riley, Ruby Garcia, and
the countless Americans who have died
from fentanyl, the Senate must hold a
full impeachment trial for Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas. Secretary
Mayorkas is breaking the law every
day he releases illegal immigrants into
the United States. The Department of
Homeland Security is required under
law to detain these immigrants. Biden
and Mayorkas’s catch-and-release pol-
icy releases illegal aliens into the
United States without even issuing a
notice to appear for immigration pro-
ceedings.

Secretary Mayorkas is the most im-
portant player in President Biden’s
open border agenda, but we must first
remember it is the President who is
calling the shots. President Biden took
the actions that opened our border. On
day one, he personally stopped con-
struction of the wall. He alone signed



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T02:27:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




