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maritime incursions and predatory
trade practices at home, its leaders
continue to remind us that the threats
to Western prosperity and security are
all connected.

Prime Minister Kishida, who will
visit Washington this week and address
a joint session of Congress, said just
last week that ‘‘Russia’s aggression
against Ukraine . . . shakes the foun-
dation of the international order’ and
that ‘‘Japan will continue its coopera-
tion [with] Ukraine.”

Critically, our ally’s words are
backed up by actions. Over the past 2
years since Putin’s escalation, Japan
has pledged $12 billion to Ukraine’s re-
sistance. Prime Minister Kishida’s trip
to Kyiv last year made him the first
Japanese leader to visit a conflict zone
since World War II.

Just as importantly, Japan’s growing
investments in its Self-Defense Force,
including in cutting-edge capabilities
like long-range strike—have made
Japan an essential partner in deterring
aggression in the Indo-Pacific.

Today, there is still room to work
even more closely with committed al-
lies like Japan to protect our tech-
nology from Chinese theft, leverage our
advanced industries to improve collec-
tive security, and build more resilient
supply chains.

More and more, America’s allies and
partners—like the one we will welcome
this week—understand both the grav-
ity of the threats we face and the links
between them. But, if America intends
to remain the primary guarantor of our
own security, we have to lead by exam-
ple, and Congress has an opportunity to
do that this week.

RYAN CORBETT

Now, Madam President, on another
matter, the disastrous consequences of
America’s withdrawal from Afghani-
stan were both foreseeable and fore-
seen, and as Taliban rule terrorizes the
region and brutalizes the Afghan peo-
ple, it has also inflicted terrible pain
on American families.

I have worked closely with the fam-
ily of Ryan Corbett, an American cit-
izen detained in Afghanistan by the
Taliban.

For over a decade, prior to the fall of
Kabul, Ryan and his family Ilived
amongst the Afghan people, where they
served the community and ran a busi-
ness focused on providing Afghans with
education and training to start their
own businesses. As the Taliban re-
turned to power, the Corbett family
was forced to flee, but Ryan made the
difficult decision to return, hoping to
pay his staff and keep his business
afloat. And, on August 10, 2022, the
Taliban detained him without charge.

For 607 days, Ryan has been confined
to a 9-by-9 basement cell, with scraps
for food, little to no sunlight, and
intermittent contact with his family.
After nearly 2 years of wrongful deten-
tion, his hopes of ever returning to
America are dimming.

Earlier this afternoon, I had a chance
to meet with Ryan’s wife, Anna, their
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three teenaged children, and his par-
ents, Drue and Evelyn, from Louisville.
Now, more than ever, they fear for
Ryan’s life.

Today, the Democratic leader and I
have introduced a resolution calling for
Ryan’s immediate release. It reaffirms
America’s commitment to freeing
Ryan and raising the international
stakes of the Taliban’s wrongful deten-
tion of American citizens.

Unfortunately, while Ryan lan-
guishes in captivity, the Biden admin-
istration sends a different message to
his captors. Since his detention, the
U.S. Government has sent roughly $1
billion in aid to a country in the tight
grip of a medieval, theocratic regime.

It is time to put the Taliban’s violent
rule on notice. It is time to show our
enemies that the United States will
not let American citizens be used as
bargaining chips. It is time to bring
Ryan Corbett home.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The senior Senator from Illinois.
WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, last
week, we saw another tragedy in
Gaza—an attack that killed seven peo-
ple delivering desperately needed, life-
saving humanitarian aid. The victims
were employees of the World Central
Kitchen, an amazing organization run
by an extraordinary individual, Jose
Andres.

They started to feed people in Haiti
after the 2010 earthquake, and they
have continued their mission in some
of the most challenging parts of the
world. Andres’ innovative and coura-
geous team has been helping people in
Gaza since the crisis began in October,
providing critical food to millions of
innocents caught in the conflict.

I joined Mr. Andres in a meeting in
our Capitol just a few weeks ago with
a few other Senators. He told us of his
ambitious plans to increase food aid to
Gaza.

I have always admired his ingenuity
and tenacity in taking on these truly
lifesaving operations for those most in
need. Mr. Andres is truly a hero. So my
heart goes out to him and the families
of those on his team who were reck-
lessly and avoidably killed last week,
adding to the more than 200 aid work-
ers who have been killed in Gaza.

We have seen a series of seemingly
cascading crises in this conflict, and
the list keeps growing: October 7, the
Hamas attack on Israel that killed
1,200 and took more than 200 people
hostage; the widespread destruction
and loss of civilian life and growing hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza amid Israel’s
response that Ilacks any Ilong-term
strategy and is made worse by Hamas’s
hiding among civilians; the continued
holding of Israeli hostages, including
one with ties to our home State of Illi-
nois, by Hamas and Hamas’s refusal to
accept a ceasefire in exchange for their
release; the bewildering and inexcus-
able failure of Israel to set up
deconfliction mechanisms for adequate
aid delivery; and the failure to recog-
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nize that a massive military-only re-
sponse by Israel will never provide a
long-term path to stability and end the
cycle of violence.

I have long said that I do not think
the current Israeli or Palestinian lead-
ership is really up to the challenge
needed to bring hope, stability, or a
viable two-state solution to the region.
Early in the conflict, I cautioned the
Israelis not to be blinded by their pain
from October 7 and make the same
types of mistakes we made after Sep-
tember 11—a warning I believe the cur-
rent leadership in Israel has failed to
heed.

But, if unable to learn from our
missteps, then perhaps they should lis-
ten to former Mossad Chief Meir
Dagan, who, before his death years ago,
concluded that Israel, over the decades,
““‘achieved a long string of impressive
tactical successes but also disastrous
strategic failures.” Tragically, I am
worried that that is the same case
today.

Chef Andres has made a similar point
with which I agree—that Israel’s strat-
egy in Gagza is futile and indefensible
with so much innocent loss of human
life.

I have long called for a ceasefire that
includes the release of the remaining
hostages as well as a sustained, U.S.-
led Gaza relief operation that includes
food, medicine, and other critical ba-
sics. The inexcusable deaths of the
World Central Kitchen staff in Gaza are
reminders that these steps are needed
now more than ever.

(The remarks of Mr. DURBIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. Res.
629 are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, as
we all know, 2 months ago, the House
of Representatives impeached Home-
land Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas, who has led the Department
of Homeland Security since the begin-
ning of the Biden administration.

For 3 years, Secretary Mayorkas has
overseen the record-breaking crisis at
the southern border. During that time,
Customs and Border Protection have
logged more than 7.4 million migrant
encounters—more than two previous
administrations combined—and that
was over a period of 12 years. In 3
years, the Biden administration has ac-
complished what took 12 years for the
Obama and Trump administrations.

Law enforcement’s focused response
on migrant crossings has caused secu-
rity missions, including drug interdic-
tion, to take a hit. Staffing shortages
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have led the Agency to temporarily
close international bridges and ports,
which have had a severe and negative
impact on Texas border communities.
And cities across the country, includ-
ing those located thousands of miles
from the border, are being crushed by
the weight of caring for migrants.

Well, that is hardly a positive reflec-
tion on Secretary Mayorkas’s tenure as
DHS Secretary. Throughout the Sec-
retary’s tenure, rather than acknowl-
edge the reality and double down on ef-
forts to deal with it, he essentially
tried to gloss over it or ignore it. The
American people have watched as he
has repeatedly downplayed the severity
of the border crisis, using watered-
down language like it is a ‘‘challenge’’
or ‘‘situation.” They have disputed his
claims that the border is secure as they
saw footage of migrants walking vir-
tually unimpeded across the border and
filling shelters to capacity and beyond.

The American people have raised
their eyebrows as he tried to blame
Congress for the crisis, even though
there are no new laws in effect or no
fewer laws in effect than there were
during the Trump administration, cer-
tainly nothing that Congress has done
or did not do which has prompted the
dramatic spike in illegal immigration.

The truth is, Secretary Mayorkas is
bad at his job. That is not news to any-
one. But incompetence, by itself, is not
an impeachable offense. We have had a
number of inept Cabinet Secretaries
throughout our country’s history who
ended their career without the stain of
impeachment.

Well, despite what some of our Demo-
cratic colleagues have claimed, Sec-
retary Mayorkas was not impeached
because he is unpopular or just because
he is incompetent. He was impeached
for two serious offenses, in my opinion,
the first of which is his willful and sys-
tematic refusal to enforce our immi-
gration laws. Secretary Mayorkas has
consistently defied the laws that Con-
gress has passed and which have been
signed into law by the President of the
United States. He has defied the law
and the will of Congress by ignoring de-
tention mandates.

Before the U.S. Supreme Court, his
lawyer said the words ‘‘shall detain”’
are permissive; it really means ‘“‘may.”’
Earlier this year, he told Border Patrol
agents in Eagle Pass, TX, that the cur-
rent release rate for migrants caught
crossing the border illegally was above
85 percent. So you had a 15-percent
chance of not being detained even if
you were caught. Apparently, he is
proud of that.

Secretary Mayorkas has made catch-
and-release the de facto policy of the
U.S. Government, which is in direct
contravention of our immigration laws.
And we can’t ignore the Secretary’s
unprecedented abuse of a process
known as parole. Parole was designed
to grant temporary entry to foreign
nationals in rare and dire cir-
cumstances, such as someone experi-
encing a medical emergency at a port
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of entry or donating a kidney or being
a witness in a trial. It was never de-
signed to be used categorically or more
than on a case-by-case basis.

Congress has made clear that parole
is intended for urgent circumstances
and should be only granted in extraor-
dinary individual cases. But the Sec-
retary violated that law, too, and has
used parole to wave broad classes of
migrants into the United States.

In less than 2 years, the Biden admin-
istration has used this case-by-case au-
thority to grant parole for more than
1.6 million migrants. That is in clear
and blatant violation of the law, but
that is OK with Secretary Mayorkas,
apparently.

The Secretary’s failures, though, ex-
tend far beyond policy decisions. As I
noted, he was impeached for two of-
fenses, the second of which is breaching
the public trust. The American people
have watched as Secretary Mayorkas
went on cable news programs or testi-
fied under oath before congressional
committees repeatedly proclaiming
that the border was secure. It was
clearly a lie. It doesn’t take an immi-
gration policy expert to see that his
claim has no basis in reality.

Day after day, the American people
have seen footage that shows how inse-
cure America’s southern border is.
From the roughly 15,000 migrants who
set up camp in Del Rio, TX, a few years
ago to the hundreds of migrants who
rushed Texas National Guard troops in
El Paso last month, there has been no
shortage of evidence about our insecure
border.

It is not just the misleading and false
statements on cable news networks. On
more than one occasion, Secretary
Mayorkas lied under oath to Congress.
He told Members of Congress that the
border was secure when, clearly, it was
anything but.

The United States will be dealing
with the consequences of this crisis for
years, maybe even decades. And Sec-
retary Mayorkas must be held account-
able. The House of Representatives was
completely correct to impeach Sec-
retary Mayorkas, and now the Senate
has a duty under the Constitution to
hold a trial.

Unfortunately, this has become a fa-
miliar process for a majority of our
Senate colleagues. In both 2019 and
2021, the Democratic-controlled House
impeached President Trump. At the
time, my Republican colleagues and I
criticized the motivations and process
behind these impeachment inquiries,
but those concerns didn’t impact the
process on the Senate floor.

Despite our personal views about the
House’s actions, the Republican-led
Senate still carried out our constitu-
tional duty to convene a Court of Im-
peachment. In both cases, Senators
were sworn as jurors. We listened pa-
tiently to both sides as they presented
their arguments. And, in the end, we
had a fair ‘“‘guilty’” or ‘‘not guilty”
vote.

Prior to the impeachment of Sec-
retary Mayorkas, the House had sent
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impeachment articles to the Senate 21
times, and the Senate has held a full
trial in all but four instances. In three
cases, all of whom were Federal judges,
the person resigned before the Senate
could vote to convict or acquit. And in
the final case, the impeached Senator
was expelled from this Chamber before
his trial.

There has never ever in U.S. history
been a case in which the Senate dis-
missed or tabled impeachment articles
and moved on. Not once. Unfortu-
nately, if reports in the news are cor-
rect, that is likely to change this week.
The House is expected to transmit the
Articles of Impeachment this Wednes-
day.

Senators haven’t received direct
guidance, but according to the press,
the majority leader is expected to take
the completely unprecedented step of
voting to table the impeachment arti-
cles and eliminate a trial entirely, in
violation of the Constitution. As I said,
this would be the first time in our Na-
tion’s history that the Senate failed to
do its duty to consider evidence, hear
witnesses, and allow Senators to vote
guilty or not guilty.

This would be a dangerous precedent
to set. It would give future Senates
carte blanche to dispense with serious
charges against our Nation’s most sen-
ior officials. What goes around comes
around. If Secretary Mayorkas’s im-
peachment articles are tabled, that
will become the common practice in
the future.

Impeachment is one of the most sol-
emn features in our democracy, and
the majority leader must not brush
these articles under the rug. I can un-
derstand why he may want to because
the evidence that will be adduced at
trial will be damning, both for Sec-
retary Mayorkas and for the Biden ad-
ministration’s policies, which are es-
sentially open-border policies. But at
least House impeachment managers
and Secretary Mayorkas’s defense
team deserve the opportunity to
present their best case before the Sen-
ate. And the majority leader should
not prevent that from happening.

I would like to remind the majority
leader of some words he spoke himself
back in 2019. At that point, the balance
of power in Washington was completely
the inverse of what it is today. We had
a Republican majority in the Senate, a
Democratic majority in the House, and
a Republican in the White House.

After House Democrats impeached
President Trump, the majority leader,
the Senator from New York, came to
the Senate floor to talk about the proc-
ess he would like to see in a Repub-
lican-led Senate. He said:

To my Republican colleagues: Our message
is a simple one. Democrats want a fair trial
that examines the relevant facts ... The
message from Leader MCCONNELL, at the mo-
ment, is that he has no intention of con-
ducting a fair trial, no intention of acting
impartially, no intention of getting the
facts.

But contrary to what Senator SCHU-
MER predicted, the Senate went on to
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fulfill its constitutional responsibility
to hold a trial. We spent more than 2
weeks hearing arguments from both
sides—so the American people could
judge for themselves—before holding a
vote at the conclusion of the presen-
tation of the evidence.

So now I would like to echo the Sen-
ator’s statement from a few years ago,
but with a few small changes. To my
Democratic colleagues, our message is
a simple one: Republicans want a fair
trial that examines the relevant facts.

The message from Leader SCHUMER,
at the moment, is that he has no inten-
tion of conducting a fair trial, no in-
tention of acting impartially, and no
intention of getting to the facts.

It would be completely unprece-
dented and unjustified for the Senate
to shirk its constitutional role as a
Court of Impeachment. The House
voted to impeach Secretary Mayorkas,
and the Senate has a duty to hold a
trial. The majority leader should per-
form his duty and should not impede or
ignore that constitutional require-
ment.

So I urge the majority leader to take
his own advice from 2019 and to give
the Senate an opportunity to hold a
thorough and fair impeachment trial
and let the chips fall where they may.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Maryland.

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY BRIDGE

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, on
Tuesday morning, March 26, I received
a phone call early in the morning in-
forming me of a major tragedy in our
community.

The Francis Scott Key Bridge is a
vital link on the I-95 corridor. It is a
bridge that is about a mile and a half
long. It goes across the channel that is
for the Port of Baltimore, and it is in-
credibly important to our local econ-
omy and to our image. It is iconic to
Baltimore.

I was shocked to see the image.
There was a video that showed that
this bridge—a mile and a half long—
came down in a matter of seconds. It
was hit by a vessel, the Dali. That is a
container vessel. It is about the size of
the Eiffel Tower, a little less than a
thousand feet long, fully contained
with containers. Over several thousand
were on the Dali at the time.

It lost power, and, when you lose
power on this type of vessel, you can-
not steer. It hit the main support beam
of the suspension bridge, and it col-
lapsed almost immediately. Within a
minute, it was down.

It was just a tragic sight to see.
When we saw this sight, we recognized
that there was loss of life. That was
our first concern, as to how many peo-
ple were trapped on that bridge and
how many people were at risk of losing
their lives.

I want to tell you that there was an
immediate Federal response. I am
going to show you a picture of what we
saw on the morning when we woke up.
You saw the bridge before. This is the
bridge that came down in a matter of a
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minute, less than a minute. This is the
Dali, fully loaded with containers.

You can see that the bridge is actu-
ally lying in part on top of the Dali
ship, actually entrapping some of the
containers. And this is the main chan-
nel—the 50-foot main channel—to the
Port of Baltimore, completely blocking
the Port of Baltimore.

There was an immediate Federal re-
sponse, and I want to thank President
Biden. He initially said that the gov-
ernment would be there to do whatever
was needed, whatever we called upon.
He called each member of our stake-
holders—the Governor, our mayor,
Senator VAN HOLLEN, Congressman
MFUME, and myself—and pledged the
full support of the Federal Govern-
ment. In a matter of literally hours,
the personnel and resources of the Fed-
eral Government were deployed to Bal-
timore.

So I just really want to thank the
President, first, for this immediate re-
sponse, and let me just bring you up to
date on some of the facts concerning
this tragedy.

We now know that six immigrant
workers lost their lives. They were
trapped in the water and could not es-
cape. They were on the bridge at the
time that it collapsed. They were doing
dangerous work—Kkeeping our roads
safer, building America. They went to
work early that morning to work on
the bridge—or late at night—and did
not return home.

I need to point out that the first re-
sponders saved lives. We have looked at
the recordings. In a matter of just a
couple of minutes after the pilot broad-
cast an SOS, basically saying they lost
control of the vessel and it was aimed
toward the bridge, the first responders
went into action. Miraculously, they
closed the bridge within those couple of
minutes, so that there were no pas-
senger cars on the bridge when it col-
lapsed.

They were able to rescue two of the
workers. One was able to escape the
bridge by being called off the bridge.
The other went into the water and was
rescued and had, basically, minor inju-
ries.

But we lost six souls from this trag-
edy, and our prayers, our thoughts are
with those families. We have not yet
brought closure to those families. You
see, we are still in a recovery mission
to locate the remains so the families
can bring full closure.

The Port of Baltimore is so critical
to our economy. The 50-foot channel
that is 700 feet long, which is totally
blocked by the bridge collapse, basi-
cally shut down the Port of Baltimore.

Now, the Port of Baltimore has been
a port of commerce since the 1700s. It is
the third largest port in the United
States. It is the largest port for roll-on,
roll-off of automobiles, of farm equip-
ment, and construction equipment. It
moves about $80 billion—$80 billion—of
import-export products a year. It is es-
timated that there is between $100 and
$200 million of cargo moving every day
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through the Port of Baltimore. It
moves 1.1 million containers a year
through the Port of Baltimore.

So, as you can see, this catastrophic
event—yes, it affected the people of
Baltimore and our workers, but it also
affected the entire nation. Twenty
thousand workers are directly depend-
ent upon the Port of Baltimore, and
their jobs have been put at risk.

But the supply chains of autos affect
auto dealers throughout our Nation.
The farm equipment that comes
through the Port of Baltimore affects
farmers throughout the Nation. The
raw materials, the coal, the steel, the
aluminum, the iron—and the list goes
on and on and on—affect our entire
country. In fact, 20 percent of the ex-
ported coal from the United States is
exported through the Port of Balti-
more. So, yes, we have workers who are
out of work, and one of our top prior-
ities is to help them during this period
of time.

I met, for example, with a truck-
driver. He has two employees. This is
typical. Remember, moving 1.1 million
containers—many of those goes by
truck. Most of those trucking compa-
nies are small businesses.

As the Presiding Officer knows, in
the Small Business Committee, we are
very concerned about the strength of
small businesses during these types of
events. I am very pleased that we were
able to get the Small Business Admin-
istrator to Baltimore, and an emer-
gency declaration was made. But it not
only affects small businesses in Balti-
more, with this emergency, but also in
Pennsylvania, also in Virginia, also in
Delaware, also in West Virginia, and
also in DC. This is a national issue.

Our next priority is to reopen the
channel. This is a vessel that is almost
a thousand feet long and is fully load-
ed. I am going to show you a photo
that shows you the challenges that we
have.

This is the Dali, which you can clear-
ly see. This is the bridge that is lying
on top of the Dali. It is actually trap-
ping a lot of the containers. This is
part of what came down. This is a 4,000-
ton piece of the bridge that is on the
bow of the ship. That is going to have
to be removed.

We have looked at underground
photos of what is underneath the chan-
nel from the collapsed bridge, and we
see a real mess. We see concrete, rebar,
steel, all mixed together. And here is
the challenge—and I want to give a
shout-out to the Army Corps. I want to
give a shout-out to the divers who have
been under dangerous conditions and
have been going down and taking a
look at what is in the channel. Once
they remove a piece of the bridge, they
are going to have to cut it and make it
into smaller pieces to be able to re-
move it. We don’t know whether that
will cause a shift in the debris.

Our first priority is the safety of the
people performing this work. It is like
cutting a spring. You could have a re-
action. And we have to do surveys
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