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judges of their choice to get a favor-
able outcome.

If courts like the Northern District
of Texas refuse to adopt commonsense
reforms to limit judge shopping, Con-
gress should consider legislation to end
this dangerous practice and restore
trust in our Federal judiciary.

—————

CHIPS AND SCIENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
Chips, well, this morning, another good
announcement from President Biden.
He and Commerce Secretary Raimondo
announced the preliminary agreement
with TSMC Arizona to provide billions
in Chips and Science incentives to sup-
port more than $65 billion in invest-
ments for three leading-edge fabs in
Phoenix, AZ.

Just like the announcement of
GlobalFoundries, Intel, and others, to-
day’s announcement proves Democrats
are delivering in a big way on our
promise to bring manufacturing back
to the United States, to strengthen our
national security, and to get ahead of
rising costs from supply chain short-
ages. Today’s announcement is pre-
cisely the kind of economic good news
we have worked for for years in the
Senate.

Five years ago, I approached my
friend Senator YOUNG and told him we
should work together on bipartisan leg-
islation to boost U.S. investment and
innovation in advanced manufacturing.
I knew that if America wanted to re-
main No. 1 in terms of scientific might
and industry, we had to get serious
about getting the Federal Government
to invest.

Thanks to the efforts of people like
Senators KELLY and BROWN and CANT-
WELL and WYDEN and WARNER and
many more, we passed Chips and
Science into law, and we are now deliv-
ering these historic investments to
power a new generation of American
manufacturing. And there is yet more
to come, with further investments in
projects like Micron’s proposed $100
billion project in Upstate New York.

So I am thrilled to see that Chips and
Science is delivering as intended and
congratulate President Biden and Sec-
retary Raimondo on this tremendous
effort.

————

SOLAR ECLIPSE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I have these glasses today, which
were given to me by the president of
Fordham University—special Fordham
eclipse glasses—so now I am going out-
side to my balcony to take a look at
the eclipse, which is reaching its peak
at about 87 percent right now.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Susan M. Bazis, of Nebraska,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of Nebraska.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
America’s adversaries are working
overtime to undermine our interests
and erode the alliances that protect
them.

And it is easy to concede that these
challenges as playing out exclusively
on the high seas of the Indo-Pacific or
the borderlands of Europe or the Mid-
dle East. But in reality, the competi-
tion is not an ‘‘away game.” America’s
greatest strategic rival is threatening
our security right here on U.S. soil in
tens of millions of American homes.

I am speaking, of course, of TikTok.
Today, 170 million Americans are ac-
tive users of the social media platform
that the People’s Republic of China
treats as a tool of surveillance and
propaganda.

TikTok officials like to insist that
U.S. wusers’ personal information,
browsing histories, Kkeystrokes, and
other sensitive data are kept out of the
reach of the PRC’s teams of censors
and propagandists. They claim that
what it shows young Americans is what
they want to see, not what the PRC
wants them to think. But the com-
pany’s own words shatter this fantasy:

Everything is seen in China.

That is the truth TikTok officials
were willing to admit in a leaked re-
cording from behind closed doors. And
it shouldn’t be all that surprising any-
way: Chinese law requires that
TikTok’s Beijing-based parent com-
pany coordinate closely with the PRC.

All sorts of social media platforms
can be fountains of disinformation and
propaganda. Just look at last week’s
news about the PRC’s efforts to manip-
ulate Taiwan’s elections with Twitter
accounts driven by AI.

But with TikTok, we are not talking
about meddling or hijacking an Amer-
ican platform. In this case, PRC influ-
ence and control has been baked in
from the very beginning.

With Beijing’s blessing, TikTok’s al-
gorithm pours gasoline on alarming
trends from the glorification of Hamas
terrorists to a particularly outrageous
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fad that emerged last year where
young people ‘‘discovered’ the wisdom
of Osama bin Laden.

I wish I was making this up. But let’s
be absolutely clear: This isn’t a debate
about restricting speech. After all, the
PRC does enough of that itself. Chinese
citizens are barred from accessing
TikTok at all.

No matter how loudly TikTok’s
apologists claim that reining in PRC
influence violates the First Amend-
ment, the question we will face is
about conduct, not content. I take a
backseat to no one when it comes to
protecting Americans’ First Amend-
ment rights. I have firmly defended
American’s right to even the most nox-
ious forms of free speech like flag burn-
ing. But there is a serious difference
between the views that Americans
might express on TikTok and the ac-
tions taken by a platform that is be-
holden to our foremost strategic com-
petitor.

Let me borrow an analogy from
someone who has been relentless on
this issue—FCC Commissioner Brendan
Carr. Here is what he had to say:

You can use a pen to write salacious anti-
American propaganda, and the government
can’t censor that content. Nor can it stop
Americans from seeking such messages out.
But if you use the same pen to pick a lock to
steal somebody else’s property, the govern-
ment could prosecute you for illegal con-
duct.

The PRC has spent years trying to
pick the lock of America’s communica-
tions infrastructure, and the Federal
Government has a long history of frus-
trating Beijing’s efforts.

Requiring the divestment of Beijing-
influenced entities from TikTok would
land squarely within established con-
stitutional precedent, and it would
begin to turn back the tide of an enor-
mous threat to America’s children and
to our Nation’s prospects in defining
the competition of the 21st century.

This is a matter that deserves
Congress’s urgent attention, and I will
support commonsense, bipartisan steps
to take one of Beijing’s favorite tools
of coercion and espionage off the table.

SUPPLEMENTAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Madam President, on a related mat-
ter, America’s national security de-
pends on sustained investment in both
cutting-edge capabilities and expanded
defense industrial capacity. That is
why I continue to insist on overdue
steps like the full-year Defense appro-
priations and national security supple-
mental the Senate passed earlier this
year. As 1 have said repeatedly,
outcompeting our top strategic adver-
sary, the PRC, means projecting Amer-
ican strength far, far beyond the Indo-
Pacific.

Beijing continues to menace Taiwan,
the Philippines, and other Asian part-
ners, but it is also conducting influence
campaigns across the developing world
and deepening its partnership with
Moscow and Tehran.

Our closest and strongest allies in
China’s backyard understand this re-
ality. Even as Japan deals with Chinese
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maritime incursions and predatory
trade practices at home, its leaders
continue to remind us that the threats
to Western prosperity and security are
all connected.

Prime Minister Kishida, who will
visit Washington this week and address
a joint session of Congress, said just
last week that ‘‘Russia’s aggression
against Ukraine . . . shakes the foun-
dation of the international order’ and
that ‘‘Japan will continue its coopera-
tion [with] Ukraine.”

Critically, our ally’s words are
backed up by actions. Over the past 2
years since Putin’s escalation, Japan
has pledged $12 billion to Ukraine’s re-
sistance. Prime Minister Kishida’s trip
to Kyiv last year made him the first
Japanese leader to visit a conflict zone
since World War II.

Just as importantly, Japan’s growing
investments in its Self-Defense Force,
including in cutting-edge capabilities
like long-range strike—have made
Japan an essential partner in deterring
aggression in the Indo-Pacific.

Today, there is still room to work
even more closely with committed al-
lies like Japan to protect our tech-
nology from Chinese theft, leverage our
advanced industries to improve collec-
tive security, and build more resilient
supply chains.

More and more, America’s allies and
partners—like the one we will welcome
this week—understand both the grav-
ity of the threats we face and the links
between them. But, if America intends
to remain the primary guarantor of our
own security, we have to lead by exam-
ple, and Congress has an opportunity to
do that this week.

RYAN CORBETT

Now, Madam President, on another
matter, the disastrous consequences of
America’s withdrawal from Afghani-
stan were both foreseeable and fore-
seen, and as Taliban rule terrorizes the
region and brutalizes the Afghan peo-
ple, it has also inflicted terrible pain
on American families.

I have worked closely with the fam-
ily of Ryan Corbett, an American cit-
izen detained in Afghanistan by the
Taliban.

For over a decade, prior to the fall of
Kabul, Ryan and his family Ilived
amongst the Afghan people, where they
served the community and ran a busi-
ness focused on providing Afghans with
education and training to start their
own businesses. As the Taliban re-
turned to power, the Corbett family
was forced to flee, but Ryan made the
difficult decision to return, hoping to
pay his staff and keep his business
afloat. And, on August 10, 2022, the
Taliban detained him without charge.

For 607 days, Ryan has been confined
to a 9-by-9 basement cell, with scraps
for food, little to no sunlight, and
intermittent contact with his family.
After nearly 2 years of wrongful deten-
tion, his hopes of ever returning to
America are dimming.

Earlier this afternoon, I had a chance
to meet with Ryan’s wife, Anna, their
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three teenaged children, and his par-
ents, Drue and Evelyn, from Louisville.
Now, more than ever, they fear for
Ryan’s life.

Today, the Democratic leader and I
have introduced a resolution calling for
Ryan’s immediate release. It reaffirms
America’s commitment to freeing
Ryan and raising the international
stakes of the Taliban’s wrongful deten-
tion of American citizens.

Unfortunately, while Ryan lan-
guishes in captivity, the Biden admin-
istration sends a different message to
his captors. Since his detention, the
U.S. Government has sent roughly $1
billion in aid to a country in the tight
grip of a medieval, theocratic regime.

It is time to put the Taliban’s violent
rule on notice. It is time to show our
enemies that the United States will
not let American citizens be used as
bargaining chips. It is time to bring
Ryan Corbett home.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The senior Senator from Illinois.
WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, last
week, we saw another tragedy in
Gaza—an attack that killed seven peo-
ple delivering desperately needed, life-
saving humanitarian aid. The victims
were employees of the World Central
Kitchen, an amazing organization run
by an extraordinary individual, Jose
Andres.

They started to feed people in Haiti
after the 2010 earthquake, and they
have continued their mission in some
of the most challenging parts of the
world. Andres’ innovative and coura-
geous team has been helping people in
Gaza since the crisis began in October,
providing critical food to millions of
innocents caught in the conflict.

I joined Mr. Andres in a meeting in
our Capitol just a few weeks ago with
a few other Senators. He told us of his
ambitious plans to increase food aid to
Gaza.

I have always admired his ingenuity
and tenacity in taking on these truly
lifesaving operations for those most in
need. Mr. Andres is truly a hero. So my
heart goes out to him and the families
of those on his team who were reck-
lessly and avoidably killed last week,
adding to the more than 200 aid work-
ers who have been killed in Gaza.

We have seen a series of seemingly
cascading crises in this conflict, and
the list keeps growing: October 7, the
Hamas attack on Israel that killed
1,200 and took more than 200 people
hostage; the widespread destruction
and loss of civilian life and growing hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza amid Israel’s
response that Ilacks any Ilong-term
strategy and is made worse by Hamas’s
hiding among civilians; the continued
holding of Israeli hostages, including
one with ties to our home State of Illi-
nois, by Hamas and Hamas’s refusal to
accept a ceasefire in exchange for their
release; the bewildering and inexcus-
able failure of Israel to set up
deconfliction mechanisms for adequate
aid delivery; and the failure to recog-
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nize that a massive military-only re-
sponse by Israel will never provide a
long-term path to stability and end the
cycle of violence.

I have long said that I do not think
the current Israeli or Palestinian lead-
ership is really up to the challenge
needed to bring hope, stability, or a
viable two-state solution to the region.
Early in the conflict, I cautioned the
Israelis not to be blinded by their pain
from October 7 and make the same
types of mistakes we made after Sep-
tember 11—a warning I believe the cur-
rent leadership in Israel has failed to
heed.

But, if unable to learn from our
missteps, then perhaps they should lis-
ten to former Mossad Chief Meir
Dagan, who, before his death years ago,
concluded that Israel, over the decades,
““‘achieved a long string of impressive
tactical successes but also disastrous
strategic failures.” Tragically, I am
worried that that is the same case
today.

Chef Andres has made a similar point
with which I agree—that Israel’s strat-
egy in Gagza is futile and indefensible
with so much innocent loss of human
life.

I have long called for a ceasefire that
includes the release of the remaining
hostages as well as a sustained, U.S.-
led Gaza relief operation that includes
food, medicine, and other critical ba-
sics. The inexcusable deaths of the
World Central Kitchen staff in Gaza are
reminders that these steps are needed
now more than ever.

(The remarks of Mr. DURBIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. Res.
629 are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, as
we all know, 2 months ago, the House
of Representatives impeached Home-
land Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas, who has led the Department
of Homeland Security since the begin-
ning of the Biden administration.

For 3 years, Secretary Mayorkas has
overseen the record-breaking crisis at
the southern border. During that time,
Customs and Border Protection have
logged more than 7.4 million migrant
encounters—more than two previous
administrations combined—and that
was over a period of 12 years. In 3
years, the Biden administration has ac-
complished what took 12 years for the
Obama and Trump administrations.

Law enforcement’s focused response
on migrant crossings has caused secu-
rity missions, including drug interdic-
tion, to take a hit. Staffing shortages
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