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HARRIET TUBMAN DAY 2024 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as we 
celebrate the history and contributions 
of women this month, I rise today to 
commemorate the legacy of one of our 
Nation’s—and my beloved State of 
Maryland’s—most iconic figures, Har-
riet Tubman. 

Congress began officially recognizing 
March 10 as Harriet Tubman Day in 
1990, and I am always grateful to speak 
to her accomplishments. Throughout 
her life, she served as an abolitionist, 
solider, spy, and most famously, as a 
conductor on the Underground Rail-
road. 

I would like to reflect on her con-
tributions to human rights, civil 
rights, and women’s rights in our Na-
tion and to renew my commitment to 
addressing the shameful legacy of slav-
ery in Maryland and across the U.S. 

Harriet Tubman was born Araminta 
Ross to enslaved parents in Bucktown, 
MD, in 1822. After emancipating her-
self, she dedicated her life to the ad-
vancement of freedom and the fight 
against slavery. Araminta adopted the 
name ‘‘Harriet’’ at the time of her mar-
riage to John Tubman, a free Black 
man, around the year 1844. 

Tubman and her husband continued 
to live in Dorchester County until her 
escape from slavery in 1849, at the age 
of 27. She would courageously return to 
make over 13 dangerous trips to lead 
nearly 70 enslaved people seeking free-
dom, repeatedly risking her life in pur-
suit of our Nation’s highest aspira-
tional ideal. 

Tubman became known as the 
‘‘Moses of her people’’ by African- 
Americans and White abolitionists. She 
was perhaps the most famous and most 
important conductor in the network of 
resistance known as the Underground 
Railroad. 

Harriet Tubman’s legacy extends 
past the Underground Railroad. 

During the Civil War, Harriet Tub-
man served the Union Army, tending 
to wounded soldiers as a nurse and 
scouting into Confederate territory as 
a spy. She helped orchestrate the 
Combahee River raid in South Carolina 
that freed over 700 enslaved men, 
women, and children. After the war’s 
end, Harriet focused her efforts on 
women’s suffrage. In 1896, she was one 
of the first guest speakers for the Na-
tional Association of Colored Women. 
She also established one of the first in-
corporated homes for aged African- 
Americans. In 1903, she bequeathed the 
home to the African Methodist Epis-
copal Zion Church in Auburn, NY. 

Harriet Tubman made an indelible 
impact on my State and our Nation’s 
history, and I am proud to have played 
a role in memorializing her story to fu-
ture generations. I worked to secure 
the authorities and funding for the 
Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 
Byway, which tells the story of her life 
in Dorchester and Caroline Counties, 
and for the Harriet Tubman Under-
ground National Historical Park. 

The National Park Service admin-
isters the national historical park cre-

ated by Congress in December 2014 and 
the national monument authorized by 
President Obama in 2013 as a single 
unit and works in partnership with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which 
manages the Blackwater National 
Wildlife Refuge, and the State of Mary-
land, which owns and comanages the 
Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 
Visitor Center, to commemorate and 
interpret Tubman’s remarkable story. 
Visitors can access the marshlands, 
largely preserved since her time, at the 
visitor center and nearby refuge. 

This year commemorates the seventh 
anniversary of the opening of the Har-
riet Tubman Underground Railroad 
Visitor Center, which welcomed its 
first visitors in 2017. In its inaugural 
year, it surpassed expectations by at-
tracting nearly 100,000 visitors from 
across the United States and over 70 
countries. Within the visitor center, 
visitors encounter exhibits recounting 
Tubman’s remarkable journey, set 
amidst landscapes and waterways me-
ticulously preserved to reflect the en-
vironment she experienced over two 
centuries ago as an enslaved child, 
young woman, and seeker of freedom. 
The visitor center serves as an orienta-
tion hub to the national monument 
and historical park and an entry point 
to the expansive Harriet Tubman Un-
derground Railroad Scenic Byway. 

Along this route lie significant sites 
such as the Brodess Farm, where Tub-
man spent her childhood, the 
Bucktown General Store, where she de-
fiantly resisted her captors as a young 
girl, and various other locations inte-
gral to the Underground Railroad in 
Dorchester, Talbot, and Caroline Coun-
ties. 

The Harriet Tubman Underground 
Railroad National Historical Park cen-
ters her life’s work not in physical 
structures, but instead through the 
landscape in Tubman’s native Dor-
chester County, which we must defend 
against the social and ecological haz-
ards of climate change. While climate 
change is a global issue, it is felt on a 
local scale. Dorchester County’s low- 
lying landscape of tidal marshes, nar-
row peninsulas, and country roads 
linking isolated communities is threat-
ened by sea level rise and land subsid-
ence. 

Over half of the county lies in the 
100-year floodplain, much of it in the 
tidal floodplain; even minor storms and 
routine high-tide events can flood vast 
portions of the county. In addition to 
flooding, saltwater intrusion threatens 
the failure of rural septic systems and 
damage to roads, bridges, and other 
critical infrastructure. 

Climate-driven changes to the coast-
al ecosystem are also making it harder 
to earn a living through the primary 
local sources of income: agriculture, 
forestry, and the seafood industry. 
Local communities are at the frontline 
of adaptation, and initial social in-
equality causes the disadvantaged 
groups in those communities to suffer 
disproportionately from the adverse ef-

fects of climate change, resulting in 
greater subsequent inequality. Dor-
chester County is no exception. After 
the Civil War, freedmen and women 
settled the land, which was often less 
arable and, therefore, more affordable. 
Today, the county has a population of 
32,000, 26 percent of whom are Black. 
Black individuals are almost twice as 
likely to be unemployed or live below 
the Federal poverty level as their 
White neighbors, attributable to sys-
temic racism that has roots in Harriet 
Tubman’s time of enslavement. 

The Union of Concerned Scientists 
developed a Climate Equity Tool to 
identify communities that face condi-
tions that heighten their vulnerability 
to harm and are therefore high-risk en-
vironmental justice areas, including 
Dorchester County. UCS projects that 
the county will see a 6-inch rise in sea 
level by 2030 and 13-inch rise by 2045. 

Cities and towns on the Eastern 
Shore and around the world have been 
focusing on solving their climate prob-
lems. They are working to build flood 
defenses, plan for heatwaves and higher 
temperatures, install water-permeable 
pavements to better deal with floods 
and stormwater, and improve water 
storage and use. Dorchester County has 
a flood mitigation plan that identifies 
projects to protect resources at risk of 
being lost, including historic and cul-
tural sites. However, implementation 
of such plans requires significant fund-
ing. 

It is essential that Congress enhances 
the resilience of vulnerable commu-
nities in Dorchester County and across 
the Eastern Shore—and the Nation— 
whose residents have been forced to 
manage periodic flooding and other cli-
mate impacts in relative social and po-
litical isolation. 

Frontline communities in Dorchester 
and neighboring Eastern Shore coun-
ties with strong historical and cultural 
ties require sufficient Federal financial 
and technical assistance now to help 
plan for the future and make choices 
about how best to protect themselves 
from tidal flooding, saltwater intru-
sion, and coastal disasters. Environ-
mental justice is an essential compo-
nent to carry on the anti-racist work 
that Harriet Tubman pioneered. The 
Inflation Reduction Act includes over 
$125 million in debt relief and assist-
ance to socially disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers who have faced dispropor-
tionate impacts from the pandemic as 
a result of longstanding discrimina-
tion. These provisions present only a 
small down payment on the types in-
vestments needed to address inequality 
and have yet to squarely address cli-
mate change. 

The local communities on the East-
ern Shore that served as Harriet Tub-
man’s training ground in resistance are 
rarely credited for their outsized influ-
ence on Maryland’s maritime industry, 
culture, and environment. We must do 
better to enshrine their place in our 
historical consciousness and provide 
their local communities with the tools 
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necessary to prepare for climate 
change. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to 
showcase the exceptional efforts of one 
particular Marylander and honor her 
by pursuing climate and environmental 
justice policies. Harriet Tubman held 
steadfast to her convictions, daring to 
envision a nation where freedom was 
truly universal. Her unwavering brav-
ery led her to risk her life for the bet-
terment of our Nation. Her courage, 
conviction, and determination serve as 
a profound source of inspiration for us 
all. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DANIEL NOLAN 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize Daniel ‘‘Dan’’ 
Nolan, a courageous firefighter and 
dedicated public servant, inspiring 
community leader, and dear friend to 
so many—including myself. Reflecting 
the enormous loyalty and love felt for 
him across the community—indeed, 
our State—thousands of mourners at-
tended calling hours last Friday in 
Wethersfield, where I joined in thank-
ing his beautiful family for sharing 
him with us. 

Born in Hartford, CT, on July 29, 
1962, Dan joined the military upon 
graduating from Windsor High School 
in 1980 and served in the Army Na-
tional Guard for 38 years. Dan quickly 
rose to the rank of captain and was de-
ployed three times—to Kuwait, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan. In Iraq, Dan was de-
tached to the 130th Combat Engineer 
Battalion from Puerto Rico, where he 
performed route clearance missions to 
clear improvised explosive devices— 
IEDs—from the streets of Baghdad. 
While in Afghanistan, Dan served as 
commander of the 246th Fire Fighting 
Detachment at Forward Operating 
Base—FOB—in Zabul. Dan led over 300 
outside the wire missions and was the 
recipient of many commendations in-
cluding the Combat Action Badge and 
the Bronze Star. Always looking to 
help others, Dan also developed his own 
community outreach programs in Af-
ghanistan to provide food, clothing, 
shoes, and toys to needy local vil-
lagers. 

Dan was a second-generation fire-
fighter, first joining the Hartford Fire 
Department in 1984. He rose to become 
deputy chief of training and was one of 
the many Hartford firefighters who 
served at Ground Zero following the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center. Dan is remem-
bered with deep affection by his fellow 
firefighters for his leadership, bravery, 
and encyclopedic knowledge and exper-
tise in the firefighting profession. 

Dan was a longstanding active mem-
ber of his local community. He was a 
lifelong member of the Irish American 
Home Society in Glastonbury and was 
a prominent leader of the Irish History 
Committee and the annual Hartford St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade. He was also in-
volved in countless charitable organi-
zations, most notably Amy’s Angels, as 
well as Lea’s Foundation for Leukemia 
Research, where he served on the board 
of directors since its inception in 1998. 

So many of the remembrances of-
fered by people close to Dan reflect a 
common theme: ‘‘He was always trying 
to help people.’’ One friend recalls 
working as a server at a local res-
taurant where Dan was a regular and 
always asked to put someone else’s bill 
on his tab. A barber who cut Dan’s hair 
every few months shared that he al-
ways arrived with advice about schol-
arships or access to veteran benefits. A 
neighbor remembered Dan helping her 
move into her new house amid frigid 
temperatures and snowfall. 

My friendship with Dan deepened 
when I worked closely with him during 
his years-long effort to bring his trans-
lator Mohammad and his Afghanistan 
family to the United States. Dan 
showed boundless, tireless compassion 
and persistence in this endeavor. Every 
week, or even more often, Dan would 
check on Mohammad’s case. Dan re-
fused to relent, and Mohammad and his 
family arrived in Connecticut at the 
end of last Veterans’ Day weekend. 
Dan’s determination and resolve are an 
enduring tribute to the difference that 
one person can make in the lives of 
others. 

Dan was truly an extraordinary man 
who touched so many lives so posi-
tively and enduringly. He was also a 
deeply humble man, who delighted in 
crediting others for his own contribu-
tions. His good deeds speak more elo-
quently than my words. I treasured my 
friendship with Dan and will forever 
admire his incomparable compassion 
and courage. My wife Cynthia and I ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to his 
family during this difficult time, par-
ticularly to his wife Jill, his step-
daughter Raven, his siblings and aunt, 
as well as his many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and loyal friends. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in honoring 
Dan’s life and legacy, both large and 
lasting.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LACLEDE COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, AND THE CITY OF 
LEBANON, MISSOURI, ON 175TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor the 175th anniver-
sary of the organization of Laclede 
County, MO, and its county seat, Leb-
anon. 

As America expanded westward in 
the 1800s, Laclede County and Lebanon 
served as a crossroads. On February 24, 
1849, the city and county were estab-
lished. Pierre Laclede, a French fur 
trader and the founder of St. Louis, 
MO, is the county’s namesake. The re-
gion witnessed the rapid change ush-
ered by innovated modes of transpor-
tation like the railroad and later the 
highway system, including the famous 
Route 66 in the 1920s. Today, I–44 traces 

a similar route in this area and Laclede 
County continues as an intersection 
between time periods of history. 

The citizens in Laclede County, 
which include the cities and villages of 
Conway, Lebanon, Richland, Ever-
green, Phillipsburg, and Stoutland, 
maintain their commitment to pre-
serve the community’s history for fu-
ture generations. The county is proud 
to be the hometown of prominent fig-
ures like Jim Bohannon, a renowned 
radio news and talk show host, Michael 
S. Hopkins, an esteemed NASA astro-
naut and Air Force colonel, and Betty 
Wagoner, a professional baseball player 
for the South Bend Blue Sox. Today, 
Laclede County is home to more than 
36,000 proud Missourians, and more 
than 14,000 of that number reside in the 
city of Lebanon. 

Both Laclede County and Lebanon 
hold great significance to the State of 
Missouri, and I hope the region con-
tinues to thrive for many years to 
come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING EMBRY-RIDDLE 
AERONAUTICAL UNIVERSITY, 
THE EAGLECAM CUBESAT CAM-
ERA SYSTEM, AND THE STU-
DENTS AND FACULTY 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
I rise today to recognize Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, the EagleCam 
CubeSat Camera System, and the stu-
dents and faculty who are tirelessly 
working on this project. EagleCam is a 
camera attached to the Odysseus 
Lunar Lander with the goal of cap-
turing the world’s first third-person 
views of a spacecraft landing on the 
Moon and is the first university-built 
payload on the Moon. 

The Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity EagleCam Roster includes: 

Shania Melton, Vikas Patel, Emelia Kelly, 
Sam Horine, Daniel Posada, Daniel Lopez, 
Roberto Cuellar, Chris Hays, Alex Sholl, 
Bella Ruiz, Adrian Moraga, Taylor Yow, Joe 
Nicolich, Andrew Ankeny, Mohammed Ef-
fendi, Jarred Jordan. 

Jayaprakash Shivakumar, Grace Robert-
son, Hudson Merrick, Aryslan Malik, Madhur 
Tiwari, Tim Cole, David Zuehlke, Dalton 
Korczyk, Noemi Miguelez, Kevin Pepin, Jus-
tin Parkhurst, Sabrina Yepez, Dr. Troy Hen-
derson, Dr. Eduardo Rojas, Dr. llhan Akbas, 
Dr. Jennifer Smith. 

I congratulate everyone involved in 
this project and encourage them to 
continue building on their success as 
the United States continues its mission 
to once again put men on the Moon.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:58 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 766. An act to amend the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 respecting the scor-
ing of preventive health savings. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:29 Mar 21, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G20MR6.030 S20MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E

---


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T02:53:28-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




