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main geopolitical foe, spends less than
a third of that. Russia, which causes
all that trouble around the world,
spends about $90 billion. It begs the
question, why can’t we do better when
we are spending all that money? It is
because we don’t have any of the safe-
guards. We are not running it like the
biggest business in the world; we are
running it like kids with their hands in
the cookie jar, and that is not a good
business plan. It is unsustainable.

I am not going to repeat the num-
bers, but if you take this out 10 years,
that is going to be a mountain that is
so high to climb and so hard to tear
down that it will be tough to do. We
could do it easily by just not digging
the hole any deeper, meaning freezing
our spending and allocating our re-
sources better, just like all States do.
We choose not to do it. We need to
start.

I am on the Budget Committee. We
haven’t done a budget in the Federal
Government that we have adhered to in
over two decades. Finally, we are going
to have to start knuckling down and
having discipline like everyone else
does or it will end up like a chapter 11
does in the real world when you have
not paid attention to the details, you
borrow too much money, and you have
a couple years to work it out with your
creditors. Hopefully, we will never get
to that.

I am introducing this resolution
called Recognizing the National Debt
as a Threat to National Security.

As in legislative session, and not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 600,
which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 600) recognizing the
national debt as a threat to national secu-
rity.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BRAUN. I know of no further de-
bate on the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
adoption of the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res. 600) was
agreed to.

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the preamble
be agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to complete my remarks, which I have
done, followed by Senator PADILLA, for
up to 5 minutes prior to the scheduled
rollcall vote.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

NOMINATION OF EUMI K. LEE

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today, the Senate will vote to confirm
Eumi K. Lee to the U.S. District Court
for the Northern District of California.

Judge Lee received her B.A. from Po-
mona College and her J.D., cum laude,
from the Georgetown University Law
Center. After law school, she clerked
for Judge Jerome Turner on the U.S.
District Court for the Western District
of Tennessee, and she later clerked for
Judge Warren J. Ferguson on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
During her time in private practice in
San Francisco, Judge Lee worked on
complex civil litigation, white-collar
criminal defense, and appellate mat-
ters, and she tried approximately 21
cases to final decision.

She later served on the faculty of the
University of California College of the
Law, San Francisco, where she taught
primarily within the clinical programs
and wrote about criminal justice
issues. In 2018, Judge Lee was ap-
pointed to the Superior Court of Cali-
fornia in Alameda County by then-Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown. She won election to
a 6-year term in 2020. During her time
on the bench, Judge Lee has handled a
wide range of civil and criminal cases
at both the trial and appellate levels,
and she has presided over 70 trials since
joining the bench.

The American Bar Association rated
Judge Lee ‘“‘well qualified” to serve on
the Northern District of California.
She has strong ties to the district, and
she is strongly supported by both of her
home State Senators, Mr. PADILLA and
Ms. BUTLER. Her litigation back-
ground, her academic career, and her
invaluable experience as a State court
judge will serve her well on the Federal
bench.

Judge Lee was the final judicial
nominee from California who had the
honor of being introduced at her hear-
ing by my late friend and colleague
Senator Feinstein. When Senator Fein-
stein introduced Judge Lee, she noted
Judge Lee’s ‘“‘multitude of experience,”
and Senator PADILLA praised Judge
Lee’s ‘“‘wealth of legal expertise.”
Those remarks highlight what Judge
Lee will bring to the district court. I
strongly support this nominee, and I
urge my colleagues to join me.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, the
Senate will soon consider the nomina-
tion of Judge Eumi Lee to serve on the
U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of California.

I rise today to share, briefly, more
about this dedicated public servant and
to encourage my colleagues to join me
in supporting her nomination.

The proud daughter of parents who
survived the Korean war before emi-
grating to the United States, Judge
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Eumi Lee was born in Wisconsin and
raised in Tennessee. She earned her
bachelor’s degree from Pomona College
and her law degree from the George-
town University Law Center.

After law school, Judge Lee clerked
for several judges on the Federal
bench—first, for the Western District
of Tennessee, then in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area clerking on the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Now, those early days also included
time working on complex litigation
and white-collar defense matters in
private practice, as well as developing
a strong pro bono practice.

After a number of years of developing
core litigation skills, she began teach-
ing as a professor at UC Hastings Col-
lege of law, supervising clinical stu-
dents in direct representation and ap-
pearing alongside her students in State
court.

It is there that Judge Lee also co-
founded the Hastings Institute for
Criminal Justice. Recognizing her re-
markable record and diverse experience
practicing law, in 2018, then-California
Governor Jerry Brown appointed Judge
Lee to the Alameda County Superior
Court, where she became the first Ko-
rean American ever appointed to serve
on that bench.

In the more than two decades that
she has spent learning, teaching, and
practicing law, Judge Lee has not only
gained a wealth of legal expertise, but
she has constantly reached out to sup-
port others on their path as well.

She has consistently worked to men-
tor women, people of color, and those
typically underrepresented in the legal
profession, because Judge Lee Kknows
that public service doesn’t stop at the
courthouse doors.

In private practice, in the classroom,
and in the courtroom, she has dem-
onstrated the intellect and independent
mind needed to serve on the Northern
District with distinction. And I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
her confirmation.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

VOTE ON LEE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Lee nomination?

Mr. PADILLA. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 98 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Cantwell Duckworth
Bennet Cardin Durbin
Blumenthal Carper Fetterman
Booker Casey Gillibrand
Brown Coons Hassan

Butler Cortez Masto Heinrich
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Hickenlooper Murray Smith
Hirono Ossoff Stabenow
Kaine Padilla Tester
Kelly Peters Van Hollen
King Reed Warner
Klo_puchar Rosen Warnock
hu]al? gaﬁdir s Warren

arkey chatz Welch
Menendez Schumer Whitehouse
Merkley Shaheen Wyden
Murphy Sinema

NAYS—49
Barrasso Graham Ricketts
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Boozman Hagerty Romney
Braun Hawley Rounds
Britt Hoeven Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Kennedy
Collins Lankford §°°t.° (50)
ullivan
Cornyn Lee Thune
Cotton Lummis N,
Cramer Manchin Tillis .
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—1
Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
0OssoFF). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The Senator from Maryland.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-90, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Bahrain for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $2.2 billion. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MIKE MILLER,
(For James A. Hursch, Director).

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-90

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Bahrain.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $1.6 billion.

Other $0.6 billion.

Total $2.2 billion.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Fifty (60) M1A2 SEPv3 Abrams Main Battle
Tanks.

Four (4) M88A2 HERCULES Combat Recov-
ery Vehicles.

Eight (8) M1110 Joint Assault Bridges.

Eight (8) M1150 Assault Breacher Vehicles.

Eight (8) Heavy Assault Scissor Bridge
(HASB).

One hundred (100) M240 Coaxial 7.62mm Ma-
chine Guns.

Three (3) AGT1500 Gas Turbine Engines.

Six thousand (6,000) 120mm M1002 Target
Practice Multipurpose Tracer (TPMP-T)
Projectiles.

Five thousand seven hundred sixty (5,760)
120mm M1147 High Explosive Multipurpose
Tracers.

Non-MDE: Also included are M2A1.50 cal-
iber machine guns; Common Remote Oper-
ated Weapons Station Low Profile (CROWS-
LP); Forward Repair System; M250 smoke
grenade launchers; service and training am-
munition; M1300/M1302 Enhanced Heavy
Equipment Transporter System (EHETS);
M978A4 Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical
Truck (HEMTT) tanker and Load Handling
System (LHS); M074A1 Palletized Load Sys-
tems and trailers and flat racks; support and
test equipment; integration and test support;
spare and repair parts; Special Tools and
Test Equipment (STTE); communications
equipment; Selective Availability Anti-
Spoofing Module (SAASM)-based Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) receivers; software
delivery and support; Identification Friend
or Foe (IFF) equipment; publications and
technical manuals; maintenance trainers;
training equipment; U.S. Government and
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services; Next Generation Auto-
matic Test System (NGATS); and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port.

(iv) Military Department: Army (BA-B-
ULL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

S2461

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 19, 2024.
*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.
POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Bahrain—M1A2 Abrams Main Battle Tanks

The Government of Bahrain has requested
to buy fifty (50) M1A2 SEPv3 Abrams Main
Battle Tanks; four (4) M88A2 HERCULES
Combat Recovery Vehicles; eight (8) M1110
Joint Assault Bridges; eight (8) M1150 As-
sault Breacher Vehicles; eight (8) Heavy As-
sault Scissor Bridge (HASB); one hundred
(100) M240 Coaxial 7.62mm machine guns;
three (3) AGT1500 Gas Turbine engines; six
thousand (6,000) 120mm M1002 Target Prac-
tice Multipurpose Tracer (TPMP-T) projec-
tiles; and five thousand seven hundred sixty
(5,760) 120mm M1147 High Explosive Multi-
purpose Tracers. Also included are M2A1 .50
caliber machine guns; Common Remote Op-
erated Weapons Station Low Profile
(CROWS-LP); Forward Repair System; M250
smoke grenade launchers; service and train-
ing ammunition; M1300/M1302 Enhanced
Heavy Equipment Transporter System
(EHETS); M978A4 Heavy Expanded Mobility
Tactical Truck (HEMTT) tanker and Load
Handling System (LHS); M074A1 Palletized
Load Systems and trailers and flat racks;
support and test equipment; integration and
test support; spare and repair parts; Special
Tools and Test Equipment (STTE); commu-
nications equipment; Selective Availability
Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM)-based Global
Positioning System (GPS) receivers; soft-
ware delivery and support; Identification
Friend or Foe (IFF) equipment; publications
and technical manuals; maintenance train-
ers; training equipment; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and
logistics support services; Next Generation
Automatic Test System (NGATS); and other
related elements of logistics and program
support. The estimated total cost is $2.2 bil-
lion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a Major Non-NATO Ally that is
an important force for political stability and
economic progress in the Middle East.

The proposed sale will improve Bahrain’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by providing a credible force that
can deter adversaries and provide the capa-
bility to participate in regional operations
with the United States and other U.S. part-
ner nations. Bahrain will have no difficulty
absorbing this equipment into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be General
Dynamics Land Systems, Sterling Heights,
MI; BAE Systems, York, PA; Leonardo DRS,
Arlington, VA; Honeywell Aerospace, Phoe-
nix, AZ; RTX Corporation, McKinney, TX;
and Lockheed Martin, Orlando, FL.. The pur-
chaser typically requests offsets. Any offset
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of one (1) U.S. Gov-
ernment and thirty (30) U.S. contractor rep-
resentatives to travel to Bahrain for a dura-
tion of up to five years to support equipment
fielding and training.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-90

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:
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