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possible, and if there is bipartisan co-
operation, we can get this package
passed by the deadline.

This minibus is a carefully nego-
tiated, bipartisan package that reflects
the input of nearly every Senator and
the priorities of every State in Amer-
ica. We need to turn the page on fiscal
year 2024, take the government off of
autopilot, and focus on passing these
bills before Friday at midnight.

I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, in wrapping
up my remarks, I just want to say this
is unfortunate. We owe it to each other
and we owe it to those we represent to
actually discuss and debate the merits
of legislation before being forced to
pass it.

The fact that there is bipartisan
agreement as to final numbers doesn’t
mean that most Senators have even
seen the bill. They have not. They have
kept it secret from us and from those
we represent. It is simply disingenuous
to suggest that this has been agreed
upon long ago.

We need at least a few days to do
this. That is why I am asking that we
extend the spending period out to April
12. That would give us time to do that.
It is unfortunate we didn’t get that
agreement today. We will be back.

Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

NOMINATION OF EDWARD SUNYOL KIEL

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
rise today to support the confirmation
of Mr. Edward Sunyol Kiel to the U.S.
district court of New Jersey.

Mr. Kiel, whom Senator BOOKER and
I proudly recommended to President
Biden, is eminently qualified for this
position. Mr. Kiel has spent the en-
tirety of his career demonstrating an
even temperament and an unshakable
commitment to equal justice under the
law.

With 27 years as a practicing attor-
ney in New Jersey, he has amassed an
abundance of trial experience and an
objectively impressive record of pro
bono work for numerous organizations
and church groups.

Atop his outstanding credentials, Mr.
Kiel is already quite familiar with the
District of New Jersey and the Newark
courthouse. In fact, he currently serves
as a magistrate judge on that very
same court. During his time on the
bench, he has again and again proven
himself a capable and even-keeled ju-
rist, a sharp legal mind with a deep
reverence for precedent and the rule of
law.

Beyond his regular duties to the
court, Judge Kiel has also devoted gen-
erous amounts of time to Newark
vicinage’s Pretrial Opportunity Pro-
gram, an important initiative that of-
fers treatment alternatives and non-
custodial sentences for eligible individ-
uals—once again proving his commit-
ment not just to the law but to human
beings impacted by our justice system.
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I would be remiss to discuss Judge
Kiel’s qualifications without also
touching on his incredible personal
story. Judge Kiel was born in Daegu,
South Korea, to parents who fled North
Korea as refugees during the war, on
foot.

While his parents did not have much
in terms of material wealth, they were
rich in faith and in love. With just $40
in their pockets—a gift pooled together
by their relatives before the journey—
his family made a decision to come to
the United States and bet it all on the
American dream. On their very first
Sunday in the United States, Judge
Kiel’s mother placed that $40 in the
church’s offering plate—a symbol of
her undying optimism for her family’s
new life in America.

Today, Judge Kiel works every day in
the same exact courthouse where his
parents became U.S. citizens in the
1970s. If that is not a shining example
of the American dream, I don’t know
what is.

Judge Kiel’s story is one that is fa-
miliar to so many in the Garden State
and across America. His confirmation
will be another important step towards
achieving the ideal of an independent
judiciary that reflects the best of
America and mirrors our Nation’s rich
cultural tapestry. To this end, I com-
mend President Biden for nominating
the most racially and ethnically di-
verse group of qualified Federal judges
of any President so far in our Nation’s
history.

In all branches and at all levels of
our government, our democracy and in-
stitutions are made stronger by public
servants whose lived experiences are as
unique and colorful as America itself.

This is a cause to which I have dedi-
cated my Senate career—ensuring that
the governed see themselves in their
own government, to ensure that our de-
mocracy is generally a government of,
by, and for the people. It is therefore
my sincere pleasure to vote today in
favor of confirming Judge Kiel to the
district court of New Jersey. I urge my
colleagues to do the same. I have no
doubt that he will continue to be an
asset to New Jersey’s Federal bench,
and I encourage my colleagues to join
me in swiftly confirming him today.

With that, I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 465, Edward
Sunyol Kiel, of New Jersey, to be United
States District Judge for the District of New
Jersey.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tina
Smith, Gary C. Peters, Amy Klo-
buchar, Raphael G. Warnock, Catherine
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Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla, Mark R.
Warner, Tim Kaine, Sheldon White-
house, Martin Heinrich, Christopher A.
Coons, Margaret Wood Hassan, Peter
Welch.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Edward Sunyol Kiel, of New Jersey,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of New Jersey, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN) and the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 95 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Butler King Sinema
gan(;well Elqpuchar Smith
ardin ujan
Carper Markey '?tabenow
ester

Casey Menendez

Van Hollen
Coons Merkley )
Cortez Masto Murphy Warner
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden

NAYS—48
Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cassidy Johnson Schmitt
Collins Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo Manchin Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Vance
Ernst Moran Young
NOT VOTING—2

Mullin Wicker

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are
50, the nays are 48.

The motion is agreed to.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m. today.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:10 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. ROSEN).
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NOMINATION OF EDWARD SUNYOL KIEL

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today, the Senate will vote to confirm
Edward Kiel to the U.S. District Court
for the District of New Jersey.

Born in Daegu, South Korea, Judge
Kiel received both his B.S.E.E. and
B.A. from Rutgers University, and his
J.D. from Notre Dame Law School.

After clerking for Judge Michael R.
Imbriani of the Superior Court of New
Jersey in Somerset County, Judge Kiel
worked at Jamieson, Moore, Peskin &
Spicer as an associate, where he
worked on a variety of matters, includ-
ing insurance regulatory and commer-
cial litigation cases.

He then went on to work at Beattie
Padovano as an associate, where he
handled various civil matters for a
range of clients, from individuals to
large corporations. Following his ten-
ure at Beattie Padovano, Judge Kiel
became a partner at Cole, Schotz,
Meisel, Forman & Leonard, where he
litigated matters before the Federal
and State courts of New Jersey.

In 2019, Judge Kiel was appointed to
be U.S. magistrate judge on the same
district to which he is nominated.
Since his appointment to the bench, he
has issued more than 1,000 orders, re-
ports and recommendations, opinions,
and memorandum orders—only two of
which have been reversed by a review-
ing district court judge.

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Judge Kiel ‘“‘well quali-
fied’’ to serve on the district court, and
he has the strong support of Senators
MENENDEZ and BOOKER.

Judge Kiel’s two decades of litigation
experience combined with his distin-
guished career on the bench prove he is
ready to handle the demands of the
District of New Jersey from day one.

I thank my colleagues for supporting
his nomination.

VOTE ON KIEL NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Kiel nomination?

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 96 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Butler Coons
Bennet Cantwell Cortez Masto
Blumenthal Cardin Duckworth
Booker Carper Durbin
Brown Casey Fetterman
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Gillibrand Merkley Sinema
Hassan Murphy Smith
Heinrich Murray Stabenow
Hickenlooper Ossoff Tester
Hirono Padilla Van Hollen
Kaine Peters Warner
Kelly Reed Warnock
King Rosen r
Klobuchar Sanders yaﬂ o

.- elch
Lujan Schatz .
Markey Schumer Whitehouse
Menendez Shaheen Wyden

NAYS—49
Barrasso Graham Ricketts
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Boozman Hagerty Romney
Braun Hawley Rounds
Britt Hoeven Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Kennedy
Collins Lankford Soott (50)
Cornyn Lee
Cotton Lummis Thuln ©
Cramer Manchin Tillis .
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—1
Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 463, Eumi
K. Lee, of California, to be United States
District Judge for the Northern District of
California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Alex Padilla, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Tim Kaine, Tammy Duckworth, Thom-
as R. Carper, Tina Smith, Jeff Merkley,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Martin Hein-
rich, Christopher Murphy, Debbie Sta-
benow, Brian Schatz, Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Eumi K. Lee, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of California, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 97 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Butler King Sinema
Cantwell Klobuchar Smith
Cardin Lujan
Carper Markey ’?‘ZB;E:;] ow
Casey Menendez Van Hollen
Coons Merkley
Cortez Masto Murphy Warner
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
NAYS—49

Barrasso Graham Ricketts
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Boozman Hagerty Romney
Braun Hawley Rounds
Britt Hoeven Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Capito Jobnson Scott (FL)

assidy ennedy Scott (SC)
ggiﬁ;i E:gkford Sullivan

: Thune
Cotton Lummis .
Cramer Manchin Tillis .
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Vance
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—1
Mullin

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 50, the
nays are 49.

The motion was agreed to.

————
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The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Eumi K. Lee, of California, to
be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of California.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, on a
cold January morning, less than a year
after being elected our Nation’s first
President, George Washington set out
in a carriage drawn by six horses, head-
ed to Federal Hall to fulfill his duty
under our new Constitution, which
read:

The President shall from time to time give
to Congress information of the state of the
Union.

One of the few firsthand accounts of
that speech came from Senator
Maclay, who said:

The President was dressed in second morn-
ing, and read his speech well.

Not exactly a hot take, but Senator
Maclay wasn’t one for glowing praise.

More than two centuries later, I had
the privilege of watching, from a few
rows back, as President Biden delivered
the State of the Union Address earlier
this month. And I must tell you: Joe
Biden didn’t just ‘‘read his speech
well”’; he was electrifying. Despite the
tremendous challenges we face around
the world today, I came away feeling
optimistic about our Nation’s future,

The
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