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me in supporting this commonsense
nonpartisan reform. Or perhaps he
would rather have a DHS Secretary in
Oakland who just wears a robe.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ISRAEL

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, we have
heard some concerning statements on
Israel in recent days from Ileading
Democrats.

Last Thursday, the Democratic lead-
er came to the floor to deliver a speech
in which he took the extraordinary
step of calling for a regime change in
Israel. That is right. The Democratic
leader of the U.S. Senate, who has, in
the past, fiercely decried the prospect
of foreign interference in U.S. elec-
tions, decided to insert himself into the
internal electoral politics of a sov-
ereign nation and a close U.S. ally. It
was an incredibly troubling moment.

As I said, it wasn’t the only troubling
statement lately from a Democrat
leader. The President has also recently
inserted himself into Israeli decision
making by criticizing Israel’s war plan
and saying it would be a ‘‘red line”’ for
Israel to go after Hamas strongholds in
Rafah on the southern border of Gaza—
in effect telling Israel that Hamas
should be allowed to continue to hold
this region.

Both the President and the Democrat
leader are entitled to their personal
strategic opinions and their personal
opinions on Israel’s leadership. What
they are not entitled to is to attempt
to dictate the election process or the
strategic planning of a sovereign na-
tion.

There would be justifiable outrage if
one of our allies attempted to dictate
to our country when we should hold
elections and whom we should choose
to lead us. It is equally offensive for
U.S. leaders to attempt to dictate war
planning or election outcomes to one of
our allies.

I also have to wonder where the simi-
lar statements are on, for example,
Iran. Iran has been fomenting terror
across the Middle East for decades—
Hezbollah, the Houthis, Shia militias
in Iraq and Syria, Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, and, of course, Hamas.

Hamas gets approximately 90 percent
of its military budget from Iran. There
is reason to wonder whether Hamas
would even have had the capability to
carry out its October 7 attack without
its history of support from Iran. There
is certainly reason to wonder what the
Middle East would look like today if
Iran hadn’t spent decades funding and
arming terrorist organizations.

Yet, in his entire State of the Union
Address, the President mentioned Iran
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only once. The same goes for last
week’s speech from the Democrat lead-
er. Where are the redlines for Iran, the
calls for regime change? For that mat-
ter, where are the redlines for Hamas?
Because, let’s remember, that is how
we ended up here. Israel didn’t attack
Hamas; Hamas attacked Israel.

President Biden himself has noted
that October 7’s brutal attack against
Israeli civilians was the deadliest day
for the Jewish people literally since
the Holocaust. More than 1,100 individ-
uals were Kkilled. More than 240 hos-
tages were taken, and 130 of those hos-
tages still—still—remain in Gaza, in-
cluding 5 American citizens. This was
not a war of Israel’s making; the cur-
rent war is the responsibility of
Hamas.

Hamas has pulled its own citizens
into the war zone because that is what
they do. It has woven its terrorist in-
frastructure all through Gaza so that
its fighters can easily slip into and out-
right hide behind the civilian popu-
lation. The Israeli military has contin-
ued to discover Hamas tunnels
networked beneath schools, hospitals,
and the United Nations’ headquarters
in Gaza, UNRWA. The lives of its own
citizens seem to mean as little to
Hamas as do the lives of Israelis.

The world has seen the evil of Hamas
and its indifference to life, and that is
precisely why Israel must succeed in
removing the threat of Hamas from its
borders.

When Democrats do things like set
redlines around an offensive operation
into Rafah, they are supporting the
conditions that will perpetuate this
terror. No other nation would accept
this threat just miles over its border,
and we must not ask our longstanding
ally Israel to make such a dangerous
exception.

I hope and pray that Israel will suc-
ceed in permanently disabling Hamas
and paving the way to a more peaceful
future for Israelis and—and—for Pal-
estinians.

In an age in which the Democratic
Party is increasingly surrendering to
its most extreme-left wing, perhaps the
President and the Democrat leader’s
comments should not have been unex-
pected, but, expected or not, they were
inappropriate and troubling.

There is an old adage that when you
find yourself in a hole, stop digging.
Yet Democrats are out with a letter
this morning that sets forth a new
laundry list of conditions for Israel to
meet.

Our focus should be on supporting
our ally Israel and working for a future
where both Israelis and Palestinians
can live free from terror like Hamas’s,
and that requires clear-eyed focus on
the task at hand of helping our allies
defeat these terrorists, bring the hos-
tages home, and restore peace.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). The Senator from Ala-
bama.
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BORDER SECURITY

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President,
here we go again. I cannot believe I am
here today on the Senate floor talking
about Americans dying at the hands of
illegal aliens.

I said I would do this every week and
give an update on the young people and
people of our country who are dying at
the hands of illegal aliens—specifically
young people. Our kids are dying be-
cause of Joe Biden’s immigration poli-
cies.

I was on the floor last week talking
about the death of Laken Riley, a
young woman who was running around
the University of Georgia, minding her
own business, when she was abducted
and brutally beaten—unrecognizable—
by an illegal alien from Venezuela.

Just a week ago, I came to the floor
to talk about the death of Washington
State Trooper Chris Gadd. He was on
duty at a DUI checkpoint when Raul
Benitez Santana, an illegal alien from
Mexico, drunk behind the wheel,
crashed into Trooper Gadd’s police
cruiser. Trooper Gadd was 27 years old.

There are so many other young peo-
ple who need and deserve to be recog-
nized and remembered, so many sad ex-
amples of the deadly impact this ad-
ministration’s open border policies
have had in this country. It is a shame.

In December, Travis Wolfe, a 12-year-
old boy from Missouri, was riding with
his parents when their car was struck
head-on by another vehicle driving
down the wrong side of the road, 70
miles per hour—the wrong side of the
road, 70 miles per hour. Court docu-
ments reveal that the driver of the
other car that crashed into Travis
Wolfe was an illegal alien from Ven-
ezuela.

Twelve-year-old Travis spent the last
3 months on life support. He died on
March 6. His family hasn’t received an
apology from Joe Biden. They are not
going to get an apology from Secretary
Mayorkas. They just buried their 12-
year-old son. Do my colleagues care?
Do they care?

Last August in Ohio, a minivan driv-
en by Hermanio Joseph, an illegal alien
from Haiti, collided with a bus that
was carrying 52 kids and was headed to
school for the very first day. Although
he was from Haiti, Joseph illegally en-
tered the country through the southern
border. Twenty-six kids were hospital-
ized—26.

One child, 11-year-old Aiden Clark,
was ejected from the bus and pro-
nounced dead at the scene. In Aiden’s
obituary, his family wrote that he
loved daily vegetable gardening with
his dad, trampoline jumping with his
sister, and snuggling with his mom.
Eleven years old.

Aiden’s life was taken far too soon.
Travis Wolfe will not get to grow up.
Trooper Gadd had a wife and a 2-year-
old daughter. His daughter will never
see her father again. Laken Riley will
never become a nurse. She will never
hang out with her friends again or cele-
brate a victory at the University of
Georgia with friends and family.
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Losing a child is a parent’s worst
nightmare. We can’t possibly imagine
what their families are going through,
but we can work to prevent more
deaths from occurring. We know what
needs to be done. People in this body
know what needs to be done. People on
the other end of the building in the
House know what needs to be done.
People in the White House know what
needs to be done to protect these lives.

President Biden can use the authori-
ties given to him by Congress to secure
the border. He can do that. He doesn’t
need more laws; he can use the laws
that have already been written.

He can finish the border wall, which
he stopped and now is selling all the
materials that are at the border to
build this wall, that the American tax-
payers have paid for—they are selling
it for 10 cents on the dollar. You can’t
make this up.

He can stop exploiting the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s parole
authority by letting in millions of peo-
ple without screening or processing.

President Biden can stop supporting
sanctuary cities where law enforce-
ment officers are blocked from working
with Federal officers to get criminal
aliens off the streets and out of our
communities.

President Biden can bring back order
to our country. We are losing it daily.
He can do all these things right now.
He doesn’t need another law. The laws
are there—just go for the laws.

He himself suspended the border wall.
He authorized Homeland Security to
continue paroling people without con-
sequences. He and his blue State sup-
porters set up shelters in the middle of
cities and suburbs to house illegal
aliens indefinitely, costing you, the
American citizens and taxpayers, bil-
lions of dollars, when we have homeless
and veterans on the streets not being
taken care of.

Hospitals, schools, and other commu-
nity resources have been depleted—de-
pleted—by being forced to provide for
both U.S. citizens and the millions of
illegal aliens crossing the border. U.S.
citizens are paying for all of this, not
the Biden administration—the U.S.
citizens. It is their right.

It is embarrassing. Our country’s
leadership must be reminded of their
greatest responsibility: the safety and
security of Americans. No. 1 responsi-
bility. This administration could care
less.

Let’s look at a recent example of a
country’s prioritizing safety for its
citizens. What has the Dominican Re-
public been doing in response to gang
violence and unrest in Haiti because
Haitians are coming to the Dominican
Republic? What are they doing? They
secured their border.

The Biden administration established
a parole program specifically for Hai-
tians. Our immigration policy prior-
ities are completely misaligned and to-
tally opposite of what they are doing in
the Dominican Republic. With our duty
to support and defend the Constitution
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against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic, they are letting our guard down.

So States are taking matters into
their own hands. Yesterday, the Su-
preme Court ruled that a new Texas
law, which allows State and local law
enforcement to arrest and detain and
deport illegal aliens, could go into ef-
fect while under review at the lower
court level, but late last night, the
Fifth Circuit Court again blocked en-
forcement of the new Texas law ahead
of oral arguments. This is a crime. The
Supreme Court has spoken. While the
Biden administration won’t arrest, de-
tain, or deport illegal aliens, Texas
would have been doing so. It is shame-
ful that a State had to take matters
into their own hands like this.

It is embarrassing that President
Biden’s Department of Homeland Secu-
rity sued Texas for implementing im-
migration laws which they should have
been implementing themselves. But
they have a different agenda. They
want more people in this country to
vote for this administration.

Americans are being killed by illegal
aliens, and the President simply can-
not be bothered. The blood of Laken
Riley, Trooper Gadd, Travis Wolfe,
Aiden Clark, and so many other Ameri-
cans is on his hands—the blood of
Laken Riley, Trooper Gadd, Travis
Wolfe, and so many others. They won’t
be forgotten.

Democrats say their open border
policies are motivated by compassion:
We have compassion for people coming
into this country.

Whose compassion? Democrats have
plenty of compassion for illegals. What
about American citizens? taxpayers?
the young people in this country who
are dying at the hands of these illegal
aliens that should not be here but only
are here because of this administra-
tion?

They don’t seem to have compassion
for victims of crime.

Joe Biden, last week, apologized that
he called an illegal alien ‘‘illegal’ in
the State of the Union Address. That
sets the scene for everything. They
couldn’t care less about the American
citizen. They care more about people
from other countries.

This is madness. This madness must
end. We can’t wait until an election.
We can’t let 4 or 5 million more people
in. We can’t let hundreds of people die
at the hands of these illegal aliens. Our
children’s lives are at stake, and our
country is at stake.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RUSSIA

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, over the

weekend, the Russian Federation held
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a Presidential election. And surprise,
surprise, officials declared a landslide
victory for President Vladimir Putin.
By their account, Putin won a fifth
term in office with a whopping 87 per-
cent of the vote—the highest level of
support in any previous elections.

This reminded me of a story—I think
maybe true, maybe apocryphal—of a
reporter who was traveling with a driv-
er in Iraq in the run-up to the Iraq war.
And as was typically the case in dicta-
torships, the report was that Saddam
Hussein won 100 percent of the vote.
And the reporter asked the driver, he
said: Well, you have been with me;
clearly, you haven’t been able to go
and cast your ballot. To which the
driver responded: Well, I guess Saddam
knew what was in my heart.

As implausible as that result was and
as implausible as this result is, it is en-
tirely predictable. After all, elections
in Russia are unlike elections here in
the United States or any other democ-
racy.

In Russia, elections are carefully or-
chestrated by the Kremlin. The can-
didates are hand-selected. The results
are predetermined. And the oppor-
tunity for change is nonexistent.

In short: Russia’s elections are a
sham. They are neither free nor fair,
and it is no surprise that Vladimir
Putin will continue to lead the corrupt
and morally bankrupt Kremlin.

The result of this election was al-
ways guaranteed. And the only real
question is: What comes next? What, if
anything, will change with the start of
Putin’s new term in office?

Well, there is widespread speculation
this could signal the beginning of a
new military mobilization into
Ukraine. The Kremlin has made a habit
out of rolling out unpopular policies in
the period after a Presidential election.

Following 2018, for example, the
Kremlin raised the retirement age—a
move that was deeply unpopular among
the Russian people.

Putin even alluded to this new strat-
egy when speaking to reporters in Mos-
cow. He said:

All the plans we have created to develop
Russia will certainly be carried out and their
goals achieved.

He added:

We have come up with grandiose plans and
will do everything to carry them out.

Well, this should be an additional
warning sign that cannot be ignored by
the United States or our allies. We are
at a critical juncture in Russia’s war
against Ukraine, and more support is
desperately needed.

It is in America’s national security
interest to help Ukraine because Vladi-
mir Putin will not stop in Ukraine,
just as he did not stop with the inva-
sion and annexation of Crimea in 2014.

He will keep coming and coming and
coming. And he doesn’t have very far
to go after Ukraine to encounter
NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization. And we have a treaty obli-
gation with those countries under arti-
cle 5 to come to the defense of any one
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