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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Republican leader is recognized. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

more than 5 months after the butchery 
of October 7, Israelis are overwhelm-
ingly united behind their government’s 
unity war Cabinet in support of ongo-
ing military operations against Hamas. 
By contrast, some prominent American 
Democrats are increasingly vocal in 
their belief that Israel’s unity govern-
ment and Israeli voters are wrong. 

That is, after all, what we are talk-
ing about here. As much as some of our 
colleagues might like them to be, 
Democrats’ egregious and hypocritical 
attempts to influence Israeli domestic 
politics aren’t some simple or narrow 
critique of a particular Prime Minister; 
they are an affront to the very inde-
pendence of the State of Israel—a sov-
ereign nation, a robust democracy, and 
one of America’s closest allies and 
friends; not a colony, not a vassal 
state, not some appendage of our own 
domestic politics. 

As I said last week, our Democratic 
colleagues don’t have an anti-Bibi 
problem; they have an anti-Israel prob-
lem. What else are we supposed to 
make of the way Democrats have fallen 
in line behind the position the Demo-
cratic leader expressed here on the 
floor last week? It is absurd enough for 
American Senators to masquerade as 
duly-elected members of the Knesset, 
as if their views should have any bear-
ing on how Israel conducts its domestic 
politics. But unfortunately it now 
seems important to remind our Presi-
dent that he is America’s Commander 
in Chief, not some supreme allied com-
mander with authority over Israel’s 
war operations. 

I was worried to see the U.S. intel-
ligence community opine publicly last 
week on the stability of the Israeli 
Government. It seems to me we should 
ask our intelligence professionals to 
keep their assessments of our closest 
partners a bit closer to their chest. 

Think about just how embarrassing 
our colleagues would find this behavior 
if it was directed toward any other 
democratic U.S. ally. Think about how 
we might be received if the DNI or the 
CIA Director publicly commented on 
political tensions within Germany’s co-
alition government or on the decision- 
making processes of President Macron 
or on the declining public support for 
the Trudeau government in Canada. 

America is best served when our in-
telligence professionals refrain from 
public comments on politics—both our 
own and our allies. 

The war thrust upon Israel by Hamas 
and Palestinian Islamic Jihad has al-

ready brought a host of profoundly em-
barrassing revelations to light. 

It has exposed the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency as irredeem-
ably corrupt and appallingly complicit 
in both the violent kidnapping of 
Israelis and the indoctrination of Pal-
estinians in a culture of hate, violence, 
and terror. 

It has exposed the rank anti-Semi-
tism that America’s most elite univer-
sities have allowed to fester on their 
campuses and some of these institu-
tions’ weakening grasp on moral re-
solve. 

Now it is exposing Democrats as un-
willing or incapable of resisting the po-
litical pressures of their radical base. 
Just look how our colleagues have 
staked out bizarrely vocal support for 
policies for which even the Israeli left 
has said it has no time. 

So membership in the U.S. Senate 
does not come with voting rights in the 
Knesset or the Bundestag. It certainly 
doesn’t entitle colleagues who spent 
years decrying foreign interference in 
American politics to decide one day to 
flip the script on our allies. 

Let’s get one thing straight: This vi-
olence and this humanitarian crisis 
rest entirely on the shoulders of 
Hamas. This entire conflict would end 
if the cowardly terrorists who rule 
Gaza from beneath schools and hos-
pitals released their innocent hostages. 

And the people they oppress every 
day—the people of Gaza—have a say in 
the matter. They can turn on Hamas, 
turn in terrorist leaders like Yahya 
Sinwar, and turn over the hostages 
whose seizure by Palestinian terrorists 
started this conflict in the first place. 
Until then, the Israeli government 
ought to do what the overwhelming 
majority of Israelis expect of it: bring 
the innocents home; bring the terror-
ists to justice; and bring peace and se-
curity to its citizens. 

And, I might add, pay the peanut gal-
lery no mind. 

EPA REGULATIONS 
Mr. President, on a different matter, 

this week the Biden administration’s 
radical EPA is finalizing yet another 
regulation that will force ordinary 
Americans to conform their lifestyles 
to coastal elite sensibilities. This lat-
est rule would use strict emissions re-
quirements on auto manufacturers to 
effectively ban gas-powered vehicles. 

The President’s energy agenda just 
keeps on putting climate activists in 
the driver’s seat and leaves American 
workers in the dust. From canceling 
new oil leases and clean energy 
projects like LNG to threatening to 
ban gas stoves, the Biden administra-
tion has made it abundantly clear that 
they are willing to trade working fami-
lies’ livelihoods for kudos from their 
radical base. 

But this week, the House Republican 
majority is actually fighting back. Our 
colleagues have dedicated this week to 
considering commonsense legislation 
to undo some of the worst offenses of 
the Biden administration’s regulatory 

state. They will take up bills to clear 
radical roadblocks that are preventing 
the completion of so many urgent en-
ergy infrastructure projects, to protect 
energy sector jobs against freezes on 
fracking and other energy develop-
ment, to repeal a multibillion-dollar 
taxpayer slush fund for green energy 
projects, and to warn about the disas-
trous effects of a carbon tax on the 
U.S. economy. 

The Biden administration keeps try-
ing to sell working families on electric 
vehicles, but the American people 
aren’t buying the hype. The average 
EV costs over $14,000 more than the av-
erage gas-powered vehicle. Auto deal-
ers around the country have noticed 
that demand for electric vehicles is 
stagnant. And at least one rental com-
pany is selling off its stock due to a 
lack of interest. 

Meanwhile, State utilities are grow-
ing concerned that their power grids 
are already straining under soaring de-
mand for electricity. Just imagine 
what would happen to our fragile elec-
trical grids if we forced people to drive 
electric cars. Now, that doesn’t seem to 
concern the Biden administration; nei-
ther does the fact that the supply 
chains for the critical minerals in EV 
batteries run straight through the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

The EPA’s new emissions standards 
are so stringent that they would re-
quire electric vehicles make up two of 
every three vehicles on the consumer 
market within 8 years, regardless of 
whether charging infrastructure is ever 
available. Apparently, rolling black-
outs are just one of the many costs of 
admission to the Biden administra-
tion’s green future. 

So I would like to commend our 
House Republican colleagues for put-
ting serious solutions on the table, and 
I hope Washington Democrats will snap 
out of their climate daydream before it 
becomes a nightmare for working fami-
lies. 

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 
Mr. President, on one final matter, 

here on the floor yesterday, the Demo-
cratic leader defended his efforts to re-
strict rural Americans’ access to jus-
tice. And he laid plain some rather par-
tisan goals. 

Apparently, our colleague is upset 
that he still has not managed to bully 
the Judicial Conference into embracing 
his vision of unequal justice. 

During the course of his speech, he 
invited me ‘‘to find ways to restore 
trust in the judiciary.’’ Well, I have 
one. It is the bill from Senator COTTON 
to end nationwide injunctions. The 
Federal bench, in places like Texas and 
Louisiana, as an entity, isn’t what 
erodes trust in the judicial branch. 
What erodes trust is the ability of indi-
vidual district judges everywhere to 
apply their orders nationwide. I think 
we should end this practice—in Ama-
rillo and San Francisco, in Lubbock 
and Seattle, in Dayton and in Balti-
more. 

If the Democratic leader wants to re-
store trust in our judiciary, he can join 
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me in supporting this commonsense 
nonpartisan reform. Or perhaps he 
would rather have a DHS Secretary in 
Oakland who just wears a robe. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

ISRAEL 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, we have 

heard some concerning statements on 
Israel in recent days from leading 
Democrats. 

Last Thursday, the Democratic lead-
er came to the floor to deliver a speech 
in which he took the extraordinary 
step of calling for a regime change in 
Israel. That is right. The Democratic 
leader of the U.S. Senate, who has, in 
the past, fiercely decried the prospect 
of foreign interference in U.S. elec-
tions, decided to insert himself into the 
internal electoral politics of a sov-
ereign nation and a close U.S. ally. It 
was an incredibly troubling moment. 

As I said, it wasn’t the only troubling 
statement lately from a Democrat 
leader. The President has also recently 
inserted himself into Israeli decision 
making by criticizing Israel’s war plan 
and saying it would be a ‘‘red line’’ for 
Israel to go after Hamas strongholds in 
Rafah on the southern border of Gaza— 
in effect telling Israel that Hamas 
should be allowed to continue to hold 
this region. 

Both the President and the Democrat 
leader are entitled to their personal 
strategic opinions and their personal 
opinions on Israel’s leadership. What 
they are not entitled to is to attempt 
to dictate the election process or the 
strategic planning of a sovereign na-
tion. 

There would be justifiable outrage if 
one of our allies attempted to dictate 
to our country when we should hold 
elections and whom we should choose 
to lead us. It is equally offensive for 
U.S. leaders to attempt to dictate war 
planning or election outcomes to one of 
our allies. 

I also have to wonder where the simi-
lar statements are on, for example, 
Iran. Iran has been fomenting terror 
across the Middle East for decades— 
Hezbollah, the Houthis, Shia militias 
in Iraq and Syria, Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, and, of course, Hamas. 

Hamas gets approximately 90 percent 
of its military budget from Iran. There 
is reason to wonder whether Hamas 
would even have had the capability to 
carry out its October 7 attack without 
its history of support from Iran. There 
is certainly reason to wonder what the 
Middle East would look like today if 
Iran hadn’t spent decades funding and 
arming terrorist organizations. 

Yet, in his entire State of the Union 
Address, the President mentioned Iran 

only once. The same goes for last 
week’s speech from the Democrat lead-
er. Where are the redlines for Iran, the 
calls for regime change? For that mat-
ter, where are the redlines for Hamas? 
Because, let’s remember, that is how 
we ended up here. Israel didn’t attack 
Hamas; Hamas attacked Israel. 

President Biden himself has noted 
that October 7’s brutal attack against 
Israeli civilians was the deadliest day 
for the Jewish people literally since 
the Holocaust. More than 1,100 individ-
uals were killed. More than 240 hos-
tages were taken, and 130 of those hos-
tages still—still—remain in Gaza, in-
cluding 5 American citizens. This was 
not a war of Israel’s making; the cur-
rent war is the responsibility of 
Hamas. 

Hamas has pulled its own citizens 
into the war zone because that is what 
they do. It has woven its terrorist in-
frastructure all through Gaza so that 
its fighters can easily slip into and out-
right hide behind the civilian popu-
lation. The Israeli military has contin-
ued to discover Hamas tunnels 
networked beneath schools, hospitals, 
and the United Nations’ headquarters 
in Gaza, UNRWA. The lives of its own 
citizens seem to mean as little to 
Hamas as do the lives of Israelis. 

The world has seen the evil of Hamas 
and its indifference to life, and that is 
precisely why Israel must succeed in 
removing the threat of Hamas from its 
borders. 

When Democrats do things like set 
redlines around an offensive operation 
into Rafah, they are supporting the 
conditions that will perpetuate this 
terror. No other nation would accept 
this threat just miles over its border, 
and we must not ask our longstanding 
ally Israel to make such a dangerous 
exception. 

I hope and pray that Israel will suc-
ceed in permanently disabling Hamas 
and paving the way to a more peaceful 
future for Israelis and—and—for Pal-
estinians. 

In an age in which the Democratic 
Party is increasingly surrendering to 
its most extreme-left wing, perhaps the 
President and the Democrat leader’s 
comments should not have been unex-
pected, but, expected or not, they were 
inappropriate and troubling. 

There is an old adage that when you 
find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 
Yet Democrats are out with a letter 
this morning that sets forth a new 
laundry list of conditions for Israel to 
meet. 

Our focus should be on supporting 
our ally Israel and working for a future 
where both Israelis and Palestinians 
can live free from terror like Hamas’s, 
and that requires clear-eyed focus on 
the task at hand of helping our allies 
defeat these terrorists, bring the hos-
tages home, and restore peace. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). The Senator from Ala-
bama. 

BORDER SECURITY 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 

here we go again. I cannot believe I am 
here today on the Senate floor talking 
about Americans dying at the hands of 
illegal aliens. 

I said I would do this every week and 
give an update on the young people and 
people of our country who are dying at 
the hands of illegal aliens—specifically 
young people. Our kids are dying be-
cause of Joe Biden’s immigration poli-
cies. 

I was on the floor last week talking 
about the death of Laken Riley, a 
young woman who was running around 
the University of Georgia, minding her 
own business, when she was abducted 
and brutally beaten—unrecognizable— 
by an illegal alien from Venezuela. 

Just a week ago, I came to the floor 
to talk about the death of Washington 
State Trooper Chris Gadd. He was on 
duty at a DUI checkpoint when Raul 
Benitez Santana, an illegal alien from 
Mexico, drunk behind the wheel, 
crashed into Trooper Gadd’s police 
cruiser. Trooper Gadd was 27 years old. 

There are so many other young peo-
ple who need and deserve to be recog-
nized and remembered, so many sad ex-
amples of the deadly impact this ad-
ministration’s open border policies 
have had in this country. It is a shame. 

In December, Travis Wolfe, a 12-year- 
old boy from Missouri, was riding with 
his parents when their car was struck 
head-on by another vehicle driving 
down the wrong side of the road, 70 
miles per hour—the wrong side of the 
road, 70 miles per hour. Court docu-
ments reveal that the driver of the 
other car that crashed into Travis 
Wolfe was an illegal alien from Ven-
ezuela. 

Twelve-year-old Travis spent the last 
3 months on life support. He died on 
March 6. His family hasn’t received an 
apology from Joe Biden. They are not 
going to get an apology from Secretary 
Mayorkas. They just buried their 12- 
year-old son. Do my colleagues care? 
Do they care? 

Last August in Ohio, a minivan driv-
en by Hermanio Joseph, an illegal alien 
from Haiti, collided with a bus that 
was carrying 52 kids and was headed to 
school for the very first day. Although 
he was from Haiti, Joseph illegally en-
tered the country through the southern 
border. Twenty-six kids were hospital-
ized—26. 

One child, 11-year-old Aiden Clark, 
was ejected from the bus and pro-
nounced dead at the scene. In Aiden’s 
obituary, his family wrote that he 
loved daily vegetable gardening with 
his dad, trampoline jumping with his 
sister, and snuggling with his mom. 
Eleven years old. 

Aiden’s life was taken far too soon. 
Travis Wolfe will not get to grow up. 
Trooper Gadd had a wife and a 2-year- 
old daughter. His daughter will never 
see her father again. Laken Riley will 
never become a nurse. She will never 
hang out with her friends again or cele-
brate a victory at the University of 
Georgia with friends and family. 
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