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of LeadAR, a hands-on program that 
brings together dedicated individuals 
from across Arkansas to empower their 
communities and initiate positive 
change. 

LeadAR has helped educate and build 
a network of Natural State leaders who 
share the common goal of bettering 
their communities. 

As a champion of leadership develop-
ment in the Natural State, the pro-
gram gives participants an opportunity 
to connect with peers from different 
backgrounds who call a variety of 
rural, agriculture, and larger commu-
nities home in order to facilitate an 
understanding of the unique needs 
across our State. 

Participants take part in a number of 
seminars and team-building exercises 
throughout the year in multiple set-
tings. I have had the opportunity to 
visit with LeadAR classes during the 
trip each takes to Washington, DC, and 
share how we work together with local 
communities and the State to support 
the needs of citizens, including encour-
aging economic growth and develop-
ment. 

Alumni of this organization include 
individuals from all walks of life. Pro-
fessionals including educators, farm-
ers, to local elected leaders and more 
have benefited from the excellent lead-
ership principles LeadAR teaches. Over 
the course of 18 months, these Arkan-
sans acquire even more tools and skills 
to enrich their own careers and en-
hance the civic contributions their 
families, friends, and neighbors value. 

As we celebrate this milestone, we 
recognize the impact it has made in the 
lives of participants and the progress it 
has helped inspire in communities 
across the State. 

I appreciate the guidance of the Uni-
versity of Arkansas Cooperative Exten-
sion Service for successfully coordi-
nating this program so it continues to 
be a distinguished activity citizens 
strive to be part of. I look forward to 
supporting LeadAR for many years to 
come and celebrating the next genera-
tion of participants who are developing 
their vision for a stronger Arkansas.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BROWNS CENTURY 
THEATER 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to 
recognize Browns Century Theater of 
Le Mars, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

In 2000, siblings Adam, Michaela, and 
Andrew partnered with their mother 
Shelly to start a music group called 
The Browns. The Brown family is origi-
nally from Le Mars but took their 
music talents around the United 
States, Canada, and Europe. In 2015, 
after touring for 15 years, the Browns 
returned home to Iowa and purchased 

the historic German-American Savings 
Bank building in downtown Le Mars. 
The theater seats 150 people and now 
includes the Central Event Center for 
dining, the Inn on Central for visiting 
guests, and the Gift Shoppe. The 
Browns Century Theater seasonally 
employs between 9 to 12 employees and 
has hosted 100 shows every year since 
its opening, featuring the family’s 
music and other artists from across the 
country. 

In addition to owning a small busi-
ness, The Browns host a reality TV 
show called ‘‘Hometown with The 
Browns’’ on their YouTube channel. 
The first episode of their show details 
the renovations they did to the Ger-
man-American Savings Bank to con-
vert it into the Browns Century The-
ater. Their daughter Michaela creates 
cooking videos for the family channel 
and is also the author of three cook-
books. The Browns have recorded 2 
dozen albums and often perform special 
shows in addition to their hits, includ-
ing songs like ‘‘Oh, My Iowa!’’ 

The Brown family has deep roots in 
Le Mars and proudly owns a more than 
a century-old farm. Michaela Brown 
served as the Le Mars Chamber of Com-
merce president in 2022, and Adam 
Brown served on the Plymouth County 
Fair board in 2023. The Browns have 
performed at the Christmas in Home-
town event since its inception in 2020, 
the Plymouth County Fair, and Ice 
Cream Days. In addition to performing 
for and supporting their community, 
Adam Brown played as a linebacker 
and defensive end for the Sioux Empire 
Crusaders of the Southern Plains Foot-
ball League. 

The Browns are well recognized for 
their hard work. Shelly Brown was 
awarded the Le Mars Area Chamber of 
Commerce Volunteer of the Year 
Award in 2019. The Browns Century 
Theater was awarded the Community 
Impact Award in 2023 and the Business 
of the Year Award in 2017 by the Le 
Mars Chamber of Commerce. Their 
music has earned them Dove Award 
nominations and a place in the Old 
Time Country Music Hall of Fame. Due 
to their incredible efforts, The Browns 
celebrated their 24th anniversary of 
performing together and their ninth 
anniversary of owning the Browns Cen-
tury Theater in 2024. 

The Brown family’s commitment to 
Le Mars, the gospel music industry, 
and their family business is clear. I 
want to congratulate the Brown family 
and the entire team at Browns Century 
Theater for their continued dedication 
to the Le Mars community. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth 
and success in Iowa.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate a message 
from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2025—PM 44 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred jointly, pur-
suant to the order of January 30, 1975, 
as modified by the order of April 11, 
1986; to the Committees on Appropria-
tions; and the Budget: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
When I was elected President, a pan-

demic was raging and our economy was 
reeling. We were in the midst of the 
most devastating downturn in nearly a 
century. I came into office determined 
to fundamentally change things, by re-
building our economy from the middle 
out and bottom up, not the top down— 
because when the middle class does 
well, the poor have a ladder up and the 
wealthy still do well. We all do. We can 
give everyone a fair shot and leave no 
one behind. 

Our work started with the American 
Rescue Plan, which vaccinated the Na-
tion, delivered immediate economic re-
lief to people who badly needed it, and 
sent funding to States and cities to 
keep key services going. It continued 
with the biggest investment in our Na-
tion’s infrastructure since the 1950s. 
More than 46,000 new projects have 
been announced to date, rebuilding our 
roads, bridges, railroads, ports, air-
ports, public transit, water systems, 
high-speed internet, and more. At the 
same time, we are making the most 
significant investment in fighting cli-
mate change in the history of the 
world. I have seen Americans’ courage 
and resilience in the wake of dev-
astating natural disasters, and I will 
always have their backs as we rebuild 
and boost resilience to extreme weath-
er. We are building a cleaner, more re-
silient and sustainable power grid, and 
making America’s biggest investment 
in rural electricity since the New Deal. 
We are revitalizing fence-line commu-
nities that have shouldered the burden 
of harmful pollution for generations. 
We are lowering energy costs for hard-
working families and strengthening 
our energy security with clean energy 
breakthroughs. Across the board, we 
are supporting advanced manufac-
turing, ensuring the industries of the 
future are made in America by Amer-
ican workers. 
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Our plan is working. Already, my In-

vesting in America agenda has at-
tracted $650 billion in private invest-
ment from companies that are building 
factories and moving production back 
to America. We are making things here 
in America again, with American union 
workers. We have ignited a manufac-
turing boom, a semiconductor boom, 
an electric-vehicle boom, and more. My 
agenda is creating hundreds of thou-
sands of union jobs, so folks never have 
to leave their hometowns to find good- 
paying work they can raise a family 
on. Today, America once again has the 
strongest economy in the world. We 
have created a record 15 million jobs, 
with unemployment under four percent 
for the longest stretch in over 50 years. 
Growth is strong. Wages are rising and 
inflation is down by two-thirds, with 
costs having fallen for key household 
items from a gallon of gas to a gallon 
of milk. We have more to do, but folks 
are starting to feel the benefits. Con-
sumer sentiment has surged more in 
recent months than any time in 30 
years. Americans have filed a record 16 
million new business applications since 
I took office; each one of them is an act 
of hope. 

Importantly, we made these historic 
investments in a fiscally responsible 
way, while making our tax system fair-
er. In 2022, I signed a law that imposed 
a new minimum tax of 15 percent on 
the Nation’s largest corporations, 
saved $160 billion by giving Medicare 
the authority to negotiate prescription 
drug prices and limit price increases, 
and boosted funding to the Internal 
Revenue Service to crack down on 
wealthy and corporate tax cheats. This 
is just the beginning. My Budget would 
do more to close loopholes. It would 
save another $200 billion by enabling 
Medicare to negotiate prices on even 
more drugs and by limiting other drug 
price increases. It would cut wasteful 
subsidies to Big Oil and other special 
interests; and it would introduce a 
minimum tax on billionaires, which 
alone would raise $500 billion for the 
American people. 

So far, we have already cut the def-
icit by $1 trillion since I took office, 
one of the biggest reductions in his-
tory, and I have signed legislation to 
cut it by $1 trillion more. My Budget 
would reduce it by another $3 trillion 
over the next 10 years as well, while 
continuing to pay for our investments 
in America. 

And we are just getting started. 
My Administration will keep fighting 

to lower costs for working families, on 
everything from housing to childcare 
to student loans. After decades of talk 
in Washington, we beat Big Pharma 
and capped the cost of insulin for sen-
iors at $35 a month, down from as much 
as $400. Starting next year, no senior 
on Medicare will pay more than $2,000 a 
year in total out-of-pocket prescription 
drug costs, even for expensive cancer 
medications that now cost many times 
more. We are cracking down on price 
gouging by requiring drugmakers that 

raise prices of certain drugs faster than 
inflation to pay a rebate back to Medi-
care. At the same time, we have pro-
tected and expanded the Affordable 
Care Act, with a record 21 million 
Americans enrolled in marketplace 
plans this past year, while saving mil-
lions of Americans $800 per year on 
their premiums. Today, more Ameri-
cans have health insurance than ever 
before. My Budget builds on those 
gains. 

I also know that for too many hard-
working families, it costs too much to 
find a good home, so we are working to 
lower costs and boost supply of housing 
nationwide. My Budget will make 
monthly mortgage payments more af-
fordable for middle-class first-time 
homebuyers by providing a $5,000 an-
nual mortgage relief credit for two 
years. My Budget will expand rental 
assistance to hundreds of thousands of 
additional families, continuing the 
largest expansion in 20 years. It will 
also help to ease America’s long-stand-
ing shortage of affordable housing, in-
cluding by cutting red tape, so that 
more builders can get Federal financ-
ing to build more affordable housing. 
Important progress is underway: more 
families own homes today than before 
the pandemic; rents are easing; and a 
record 1.7 million housing units are 
under construction nationwide. 

My Budget also makes key invest-
ments in childcare and education, so 
every child in America can have the 
strong start they need to thrive. It re-
stores the Child Tax Credit expansion I 
signed into law, which cut child pov-
erty nearly in half in 2021; and it guar-
antees the vast majority of families 
high-quality childcare for no more 
than $10 a day, while boosting pay for 
childcare workers. It offers universal 
free preschool for all four million of 
America’s four-year-olds. Building on 
the American Rescue Plan’s invest-
ment in public education, the biggest 
in history, it also helps States expand 
tutoring, afterschool, and summer pro-
grams; and boosts recruiting to ease 
teacher shortages. 

At the same time, I am keeping my 
promise to ease the crushing burden of 
student debt. Despite legal challenges, 
we have canceled some $138 billion in 
student debt for nearly four million 
Americans, including more than 750,000 
teachers, nurses, firefighters, social 
workers, and other public servants. 
That is freeing people to finally con-
sider buying a home, having a child, or 
starting that small business they al-
ways dreamed of. 

We are also working to secure our 
border. In October, I sent an emergency 
request for more funding; my Budget 
renews that request for additional re-
sources, including for 1,300 more Border 
Patrol agents, 375 immigration judges, 
and 1,600 asylum officers, and for cut-
ting-edge technology to help detect 
fentanyl. We need to pass the Senate 
bipartisan border deal as well, which 
would make urgent additional invest-
ments to secure the border and help to 
fix our broken immigration system. 

Today, the world is facing an inflec-
tion point in history, at home and 
abroad. My Administration has re-
stored America’s leadership on the 
world stage, rallying more than 50 na-
tions to support Ukraine in the face of 
brutal Russian aggression, 
strenghtening and expanding NATO, 
revitalizing our alliances and partner-
ships in the Indo-Pacific—including 
with Japan, South Korea, and Aus-
tralia—and strengthening democracy 
across the globe. But we need to do 
more to prove that America can once 
again be relied on to stand up for free-
dom. In October, I submitted a na-
tional security supplemental request to 
cover urgent needs, including support 
for Ukraine and Israel, and humani-
tarian aid and relief for Palestinians. 
My Budget reiterates that request and 
continues other critical support for 
NATO allies and partners around the 
world. It strengthens our deterrence 
capacity in the Indo-Pacific, expanding 
our capabilities in the region. It also 
works to keep our military the best- 
trained, best-equipped fighting force in 
the world, integrating advanced inno-
vation technologies, and improving 
overall readiness. My Budget also 
takes important steps to honor our Na-
tion’s most sacred obligation—to pro-
tect and equip our troops when they 
are in harm’s way, and to care for them 
and their families throughout and after 
their service. Since I took office, I have 
signed over 30 significant bipartisan 
bills to support veterans, including the 
PACT Act, the biggest-ever expansion 
of benefits for servicemembers exposed 
to toxic burn pits during their service; 
and I have issued the most comprehen-
sive executive actions to date to boost 
economic security for military fami-
lies. My Budget builds on that work. 

The story of America is one of 
progress and resilience, of always mov-
ing forward and never giving up. It is a 
story unique among nations. We are 
the only nation that has emerged from 
every crisis we have entered stronger 
than we went in. While my Administra-
tion has seen great progress since day 
one, there is still work to do. My Budg-
et will help make that promise real. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2024. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. KELLY, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. 
SINEMA, and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 3966. A bill to streamline the application 
of regulations relating to commercial space 
launch and reentry requirements and licens-
ing of private remote sensing space systems, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr. 
KING): 
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