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immigrant. Had our border not been
broken, had our immigration laws not
been continually ignored, he wouldn’t
have been in Georgia, and Laken Riley
would still be alive.

The man who killed Laken Riley was
arrested in El Paso. He was then wel-
comed into the country with little obli-
gation other than to follow the honor
system, to show up for an appointment
with Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, which he failed to do.

This is but one ripple in a wave—a
wave—of illegal immigrants drawn to-
ward and allowed into our border by
design. In his first 100 days in office,
President Biden signed 94 Executive or-
ders to dismantle—dismantle—his
predecessor’s border policies for the
simple reason that those policies actu-
ally reduced illegal immigration. He
ended the ‘“Remain in Mexico’ policy.
He scaled back border enforcement. He
revived catch-and-release. He halted
deportations. He allowed title 42 to
sunset. He abused our parole system,
allowing millions of people into this
country without proper vetting, over-
whelming not just our law enforcement
and communities along the border but
also cities far from it, cities in my
home State of Indiana. Last December
alone, 300,000 people were processed at
the southern border—an alltime high.

Mr. President, I would request 2 more
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, 9 million
illegal immigrants have crossed our
border during President Biden’s Presi-
dency. If only those among us would
have spent as much time worrying
about securing our southern border as
they do about finding inoffensive terms
to describe the man who illegally
crossed it and then murdered Laken
Riley.

For over 3 years, I have urged the
Biden administration to reverse its
border policies. Record levels of illegal
crossings are a national security issue.
We know that. But they are also a
crime and drug use issue in the State
of Indiana and across the country,
tragically evidenced by Laken Riley’s
death. The chaos this administration’s
policies have caused isn’t confined to
Texas, nor is it confined to Arizona.
Every State is a border State.

I appreciate the good-faith efforts of
some of my colleagues—Senator
LANKFORD most notably but others—to
find bipartisan solutions to strengthen
our border security. I will remain hope-
ful that we in Congress can find the
path to improving our border security
laws and to actually enforcing them.
But the occupant of the Oval Office is
not powerless to act.

At times, President Biden presents
himself as a border hawk, waiting on
Republicans to give him the tools to
end the crisis he created. We should
note: The President has routinely
pushed the constitutional limits of his
office in pursuit of political and policy
goals, but now—now—he claims, when
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it comes to the border crisis, he is
hemmed in from taking action by Con-
gress.

Despite the tough talk, we regular
Americans would be forgiven for con-
cluding that this administration wants
the crisis on our southern border to
continue.

Prove us wrong, Mr. President. Fix-
ing the border begins with you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

ISRAEL

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,
every year on this floor, a Senator
reads George Washington’s Farewell
Address. This year, Senator CARDIN,
who is retiring from this body, was
given the honor of reading the address.
It is so that we in the Senate remem-
ber the lessons from George Wash-
ington.

So let’s reflect on what is in George
Washington’s Farewell Address, and it
is this quote:

Foreign influence is one of the most bane-
ful foes of republican government.

Well, the majority leader of the U.S.
Senate certainly knows that because 4
yvears ago, he quoted these very same
words. Yet he ignored them totally
today in this body, when it comes to
our ally Israel.

Hours ago, the senior Senator from
New York crossed the line by calling
for a new government in Israel. Let’s
be clear: Israel is a democracy. It
makes its own choice about who they
want to lead them. It doesn’t need to
have a Senator from New York’s inter-
ference.

The Senator also made the out-
rageous statement that the Prime Min-
ister of Israel—in the words of the Sen-
ator from New York—is an ‘‘obstacle to
peace.”

This is exactly backward. It is the
terrorists, the rapists, the murderers of
Hamas who are the obstacles to peace.

Let us be clear: Demonizing our
friends is not going to protect them
from the brutality of Hamas. It only
works to alienate our allies and puts
our common goals of peace further out
of reach.

Israel deserves an ally that the peo-
ple of Israel can trust, most especially
when they are battling terrorism.

The Senators on both sides of the
aisle in this body have affirmed that
Israel has every right to defend itself.
We must also respect Israel’s right as a
democracy to choose its own destiny.

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

Mr. President, now, on a separate
matter, I come to the floor to speak
about President Biden’s State of the
Union speech. The speech is likely a
preview of his 2024 acceptance speech
at the Democrat convention this sum-
mer in Chicago.

From start to finish, it was the
angriest, most partisan, most divisive,
and most vindictive State of the Union
that I can recall.

President Biden used his most impor-
tant speech in 50 years to launch a di-
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rect attack on half of America. He
shouted, lied about them, belittled
their concerns. And if people had the
gall to disagree with him, he screamed
that they were the enemies of democ-
racy.

President Biden said all of this to
hide his disastrous record of failures.

Three years ago, President Biden
said:

Without unity, there is . .
and fury.

Last Thursday night, what we saw
from President Biden was bitterness
and fury.

To me, this was an insult to every
American. The President showed no re-
spect for the American people, for our
institutions, or for the truth. Instead,
we heard an hour of dismissals, denials,
distortions, and deceptive spin.

President Biden has only himself to
blame. It is his disastrous policies that
caused us to be in the mess that we
find ourselves.

President Biden said:

The state of our union is strong and get-
ting stronger.

Well, that may be his opinion, but it
is not what the American people be-
lieve. Prices are up 18 percent today
compared to the day that he took of-
fice.

President Biden said he needs new
laws to secure the border. That is not
true, either. President Biden has the
power to secure the border, and he
knows it. He simply lacks the back-
bone.

During his first 100 days, the Presi-
dent took 94 Executive actions that
threw our border wide open. He stopped
building the wall. He turned ‘‘detain
and deport” into ‘‘catch and release.”
And more than 9 million illegal immi-
grants have poured across our southern
border since Joe Biden became Presi-
dent.

Now, that includes hundreds of terror
suspects and thousands of hardened
criminals. This is dangerous for our
country. Yet Joe Biden can’t say that.

Since his speech last Thursday, he
has spent more time groveling for
using the term ‘‘illegal” immigrant
than apologizing for not knowing the
name of Laken Riley. People all across
the country remember her as the 24-
year-old nursing student who was mur-
dered by an illegal immigrant.

President Biden also claimed our
global alliances are stronger than they
ever were. That is not true. Since Joe
Biden became President, America has
lost its standing in the world. Our al-
lies don’t trust us. Our enemies don’t
fear us.

By every metric, we are worse off
today than we were the day Joe Biden
took office. Seven in 10 Americans say
that our Nation is heading in the
wrong direction. No amount of scolding
or lecturing by the President is going
to change that. No amount of yelling
will cover up President Biden’s endless
failures to lower prices.

Yelling by President Biden is not
going to restore confidence in the

. only bitterness
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American dream, which his own infla-
tion eroded. Angry blame-shifting by
President Biden is not going to stop
the flood or reverse the flood of the 9
million illegal immigrants and illegal
border crossings, nor will it protect in-
nocent Americans from the illegal im-
migrant crime.

Families in my home State of Wyo-
ming and all across America are fed up
with the Biden blame game. Americans
are not imagining that their grocery
bills are higher than they ever were be-
fore. The bills actually are higher.
Americans aren’t imagining that the
border is more dangerous than ever be-
fore. It is more dangerous.

And watching President Biden’s
speech, it is clear to the people across
Wyoming and to like-minded Ameri-
cans that the President doesn’t listen.

Fortunately, Senate Republicans are
listening. You heard it last week from
the junior Senator from Alabama. Her
response was remarkably positive. Un-
like President Biden, she offered a
bright vision for the future of our Na-
tion. The Senator said:

Together, we can reawaken the heroic spir-
it of a great nation.

And she is right.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S BUDGET

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, first,
I just want to say for the record that it
has been 36 days since Republican col-
leagues voted down the strongest bor-
der security bill in decades. So that is
a reality.

But what I wanted to speak about
was the President’s budget. When he
was growing up, President Biden’s dad
used to say this: Don’t tell me what
you value. Show me your budget, and I
will tell you what you value.

Well, President Biden’s budget just
came out, and I will tell you what he
values. President Biden values invest-
ing in the middle class so that families
are able to work hard and get ahead
and build a better life for their chil-
dren. He values ensuring that teachers
and firefighters aren’t paying more
taxes than billionaires. And he values
Social Security and Medicare, pro-
grams that have lifted up millions of
older Americans out of poverty—a
whole generation—a great American
success story.

Meanwhile, we have the Republican
nominee, the former President, in a
CNBC interview vowing to cut Medi-
care and Social Security.

Show me your budget, and I will tell
you what you value.

The Biden budget invests in growing
our middle class, continuing the poli-
cies that have made our economy the
strongest in the world.

Since President Biden and Vice
President HARRIS took office, the econ-
omy has added about 15 million new
jobs, the most ever in the first term of
a President.

The unemployment rate has stayed
below 4 percent for 2 years in a row. We
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haven’t seen that in more than 50
years.

Wages are up. The stock market is
up. New small businesses are up.

Meanwhile, the Republican agenda
slashes investments in our families
while cutting taxes for the wealthy.

Republicans like to talk about cut-
ting the deficit. Meanwhile, President
Biden is doing it. His budget would re-
duce the deficit by $3 trillion by mak-
ing the wealthy pay their fair share
and cracking down on tax cheats.

The Biden budget lowers costs for
families in a number of ways. It invests
in affordable childcare so that working
families aren’t scrambling to find qual-
ity care at a price they can afford. It
increases affordable housing and helps
American families buy their first home
and achieve their dream. Meanwhile, it
makes higher education more afford-
able and cuts the burden of student
debt, and it continues to lower pre-
scription drug costs, helping people af-
ford the medications they need.

And, best of all, it restores the ex-
panded child tax credit, which was en-
acted as part of the American Rescue
Plan. The expanded child tax credit
helped cut child poverty in half in 2021.
And President Biden’s budget brings it
back, giving families some breathing
room.

We also know that families are con-
cerned about our national security.
The Biden budget invests in a secure
border through technology that detects
fentanyl, more Border Patrol officers,
more immigration judges, and more
asylum officers so decisions can be
made quickly on who should be allowed
to remain in the country.

And, finally, the Biden budget pro-
tects and strengthens Social Security
and Medicare. These aren’t just govern-
ment programs. They are a promise
that, after a lifetime of hard work, you
will be able to retire in dignity.

Meanwhile, Republicans continue,
through their Presidential nominee, to
focus on cutting programs that break
that promise.

Show me your budget, and I will tell
you what you value. A thriving middle
class, safe communities, security for
our seniors, and ensuring that the
wealthy pay their fair share—that is
what the President values.

We have come a long way. It is time
to build on our progress.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to invoke
cloture.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 461, Nicole
G. Berner, of Maryland, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Fourth Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tina
Smith, Gary C. Peters, Amy Klo-
buchar, Raphael G. Warnock, Catherine
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Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla, Mark R.
Warner, Tim Kaine, Sheldon White-
house, Martin Heinrich, Christopher A.
Coons, Margaret Wood Hassan, Peter
Welch.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Nicole G. Berner, of Maryland, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Fourth Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) and the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from OKla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), and
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 48,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 93 Ex.]

YEAS—48
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Butler Kelly Sinema
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Klobuchar Stabenow
Carper Lujan Tester
Casey Menendez Van Hollen
Coons Merkley Warner
Cortez Masto Murphy Warnock
Duckworth Murray Warren
Durbin Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden

NAYS—40
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Braun Hawley Ricketts
Britt Hoeven Risch
Budd Hyde-Smith Rounds
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Kennedy Scott (FL)
Collins Lankford Thune
Cornyn Lee Tillis
Crapo Lummis .
Cruz Manchin Tuberville
Ernst Marshall Vance
Fischer McConnell Young
Graham Moran

NOT VOTING—12

Boozman Markey Scott (SC)
Cotton Mullin Shaheen
Cramer Romney Sullivan
Daines Rubio Wicker

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 48, the
nays are 40.

The motion is agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader.
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