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grade—and I am trying to think of my-
self in the eighth grade, and I cannot 
imagine going through this—but all 
through eighth grade, literally, at 
home she read Merriam Webster’s dic-
tionary and watched American TV. 
And by the time she entered high 
school, she spoke English fluently. 

Thanks to this hard work, she devel-
oped a stellar academic record, such 
that she became a two-time graduate 
at the University of Virginia where she 
was awarded the Jack Kent Cooke 
Foundation scholarship, a full 3-year 
scholarship to the UVA School of Law 
given for academic and extracurricular 
achievement. 

Shortly before law school, Jasmine 
became a U.S. citizen. She has spoken 
movingly to me and to Senator KAINE 
about her memories of that ceremony 
and what citizenship means to her. 

Following law school, Jasmine began 
her public service career clerking for 
The Honorable James C. Cacheris in 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Virginia, a distinguished ju-
rist and lifelong mentor for Jasmine. 

After completing her clerkship, Jas-
mine went to work as an assistant U.S. 
attorney in the Eastern District. Dur-
ing her time in that office, she pros-
ecuted countless complex cases. Her 
work was so notable that she won the 
FBI Director’s Award, given for out-
standing prosecutorial skills and serv-
ice to the FBI. 

Upon the conclusion of her time as a 
prosecutor, she went back to UVA, this 
time as a lawyer in the university’s 
counsel’s office. In taking this job, she 
and her husband chose to move their 
entire family to the Western District of 
Virginia, where they put down deep 
roots. As counsel to the university, 
Jasmine impressed everyone she met 
with her calm and measured approach 
to nuanced and subtle issues. 

Jasmine’s community-oriented 
mindset, her career qualifications, and 
numerous accolades and awards make 
her an exceptional nominee for the 
Western District of Virginia. 

Her nomination has received count-
less letters of support, including from 
university leadership, local leaders, 
and the Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association of Virginia. Jasmine was 
also voted out of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee with a strong bipartisan 
vote. 

Once sworn in, Jasmine will be the 
first Asian-American Federal judge in 
Virginia. I know she will serve with 
distinction and make our country and 
our Commonwealth proud. 

I urge my colleagues to support her 
nomination. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON YOON NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Yoon nomination? 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) 
and the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
KENNEDY). 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 86 Ex.] 
YEAS—55 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—41 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Hyde-Smith 
Kennedy 

Shaheen 
Sinema 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous 
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table, 
and the President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 541, Sunil 
R. Harjani, of Illinois, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern District of 
Illinois. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Elizabeth 
Warren, Raphael G. Warnock, Gary C. 
Peters, Tim Kaine, Richard 
Blumenthal, Jack Reed, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Peter Welch, Mark R. 
Warner, Christopher A. Coons, Tammy 

Duckworth, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Debbie Stabenow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Sunil R. Harjani, of Illinois, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Illinois, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) 
and the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
KENNEDY). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 87 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Hyde-Smith 
Kennedy 

Shaheen 
Sinema 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LUJÁN). On this vote, the yeas are 52, 
the nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Sunil R. 
Harjani, of Illinois, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois. 

NOMINATION OF SUNIL R. HARJANI 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to 

speak on the confirmation of Judge 
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Sunil Harjani to the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Illi-
nois. 

After receiving his undergraduate de-
gree and law degree from Northwestern 
University, Judge Harjani began his 
legal career at Jenner & Block LLP 
and later clerked for U.S. District 
Judge Suzanne B. Conlon on the North-
ern District of Illinois. He subse-
quently returned to private practice 
before working at the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission from 2004 to 
2008. In 2008, Judge Harjani joined the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern 
District of Illinois as an assistant U.S. 
attorney, prosecuting a range of cases, 
including securities and commodities 
fraud, investment fraud, corporate mis-
conduct, and other business-related 
crimes. Over the course of his legal ca-
reer, Judge Harjani tried 13 cases be-
fore the district court and argued 14 
appeals before the Seventh Circuit. 

In 2019, Judge Harjani was selected 
by the district judges of the Northern 
District of Illinois to be a magistrate 
judge, where he presides over civil and 
criminal cases. He has also served as an 
adjunct professor, previously teaching 
at the University of Illinois Chicago 
Law School and currently at North-
western University Pritzker School of 
Law. The American Bar Association 
rated Judge Harjani as unanimously 
‘‘well qualified.’’ 

Given Judge Harjani’s considerable 
courtroom experience—as a litigator 
and on the bench—Senator DUCKWORTH 
and I strongly support his nomination. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
voting for his confirmation. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:26 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJÁN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Harjani nomination? 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
called the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 88 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 

Blumenthal 
Booker 

Brown 
Butler 

Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 

Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Shaheen 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WELCH). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 540, Melissa 
R. DuBose, of Rhode Island, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of 
Rhode Island. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Elizabeth 
Warren, Raphael G. Warnock, Gary C. 
Peters, Tim Kaine, Richard 
Blumenthal, Jack Reed, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Peter Welch, Mark R. 
Warner, Christopher A. Coons, Tammy 
Duckworth, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Debbie Stabenow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Melissa R. DuBose, of Rhode Island, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the District of Rhode Island, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) is necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 89 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Shaheen 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 48. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read the nomination of Melissa R. 
DuBose, of Rhode Island, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Rhode Island. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

REMEMBERING ITAY CHEN 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today, 

I am heartbroken to learn that 19-year- 
old fellow Brooklynite Itay Chen was 
killed on October 7 at the brutal hands 
of Hamas terrorists who still cruelly 
hold on to his remains. 

Itay was serving with the IDF as a 
U.S.-Israeli citizen and was stationed 
near the Gaza border on the day of 
Hamas’s terrorist attack. 

I spoke to Itay’s family earlier today 
to say all of Brooklyn—and all of 
Maryland—mourns the loss of their 
son, and I told them we will work re-
lentlessly to make sure their son’s 
body comes home. 

I first met Itay’s family in Israel, 
just a few days after October 7, when I 
went quickly to go to Israel to express 
solidarity after that awful attack, and 
I have spoken to the Chen family many 
times since. 

Over time, I have gotten to know 
them, and I feel like I have also gotten 
to know a little bit of what Itay was 
like by hearing it through his father, 
his mother, and his brothers. 
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