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labor, and forced labor and sexual ex-
ploitation from illegal miners. The in-
creased flow of Brazilian wildcat min-
ers, coming into Venezuela in partner-
ship with the Venezuelan military and 
corrupt civilian authorities to mine for 
gold and cassiterite, is contributing to 
the transmission of infectious diseases 
for these vulnerable communities due 
to their lack of immunity. Malaria, 
sexually transmitted infections, and 
mercury poisoning are closely linked 
to illegal mining. 

According to the Yanomami’s own 
records, between 2022 and mid-2023, 35 
people died from malaria and tuber-
culosis in different sectors of Sierra 
Parima, which comprises only a por-
tion of the Upper Orinoco region. The 
Yanomami reported 350 deaths due 
mainly to malaria between November 
2023 and February 2024. The serious epi-
demic and negligent inaction of the 
Venezuelan Government have forced 
the Yanomami to abandon their vil-
lages and flee into the forest to escape 
the malaria epidemic. 

Since 2021, the Venezuelan Govern-
ment has received support from the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, tuber-
culosis and malaria. The Venezuelan 
Ministry of Health, through the U.N. 
Development Program, receives the 
supplies that are part of the malaria 
elimination strategy—mosquito nets, 
rapid diagnostic kits, medical treat-
ments, and other equipment. But sore-
ly lacking are the transportation logis-
tics, infrastructure, and personnel to 
carry out malaria control and preven-
tion activities in remote indigenous 
communities. 

Anyone who has seen photographs of 
the devastation caused by illegal min-
ing in the Upper Orinoco region cannot 
help but be appalled by the capacity of 
human greed to destroy the natural en-
vironment and the people and wildlife 
that depend on it. The Yanomami are 
responsible stewards of the forest who 
are being threatened, attacked, and in-
fected by deadly diseases contracted 
from those who are illegally extracting 
resources from their territories. 

While the Venezuelan Government 
has contributed to their plight by al-
lowing and even profiting from the ille-
gal mining in that sensitive region, the 
United States has a positive role to 
play. The Barbados Accords, signed by 
the Maduro regime and the opposition 
Unitary Platform, were the result of 
negotiations between the Biden Admin-
istration and Mr. Maduro. They re-
quired the Venezuelan Government to 
create conditions for a free and fair 
election in 2024, and in return, the U.S. 
would grant licenses to relax sanctions 
on oil, bond, and gold transactions. 

Like many, I had hoped the Barbados 
Accords were the beginning of a path 
for Venezuela to move beyond the 
years of internal division, repression, 
corruption, and misery that have 
caused millions to flee the country. 
But Maduro reneged on his commit-
ments and arrested leading opposition 
candidate Maria Corina Machado, and 

on January 29, the administration an-
nounced that the sanctions on gold will 
be snapped back in April. 

Perhaps Maduro will reverse course 
again and do what he agreed to do 
under the Barbados Accords. But 
whether he does or not, absent strong 
action by the international community 
to make it more difficult for illegal 
miners and their profiteers to launder 
the proceeds, the suffering of the 
Yanomami people is likely to continue 
unabated. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MISSIE LAMBERT 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor Missie Lambert, 
who has been a valuable member of my 
staff and an incredible resource for the 
people of Arkansas for more than 15 
years. With her compassion, dedication 
and trademark southern charm, she 
has helped thousands of people and set 
a standard for constituent service. 

Missie is a 1980 graduate of Decatur 
High School in Decatur, AL. She at-
tended Auburn University, where she 
was a cheerleader and graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in communications. 
She first used her talents in the busi-
ness world, nonprofit sector, and as a 
wonderful wife and mother. 

In 2009, she joined my staff in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to take 
what she thought was a small, part- 
time job assisting with veterans’ 
issues. Her tremendous compassion and 
organizational skills soon made her an 
invaluable constituent service rep-
resentative. She worked to create part-
nerships with veterans’ agencies and 
organizations, quickly becoming a sub-
ject matter expert and authority peo-
ple across the State were eager to con-
sult. 

During her time working for the U.S. 
House and Senate, Missie has handled 
more than 7,000 cases to help veterans, 
servicemembers, and their families 
navigate difficult processes with the 
Federal Government. 

As a caseworker, she is best known 
for her persistence, never taking ‘‘no’’ 
for an answer on behalf of a veteran 
and exhausting every option or re-
source available. Countless times, it 
has been her diligence that helped 
track down a lost record and made the 
difference for a veteran and their fam-
ily. 

In addition to handling a large case-
load, Missie took on the challenge of 
leading my office’s nomination process 
for young people applying to the U.S. 
military academies. She spent months 
each year making sure every candidate 
would get the best possible consider-
ation. In addition, she provided leader-
ship for the entire Arkansas congres-
sional delegation to improve the proc-
ess for these youth across the State. 

Missie is a multi-talented person 
with a great singing voice, a green 
thumb, and the gift of hospitality as 
she shares her famous cooking with 
friends, neighbors, and coworkers. Her 
kindness and expertise helped change 

countless lives, comfort numerous fam-
ilies, and set a standard of excellence. 
Her friendship and counsel will be 
greatly missed. Although she is leaving 
us to be with her family in Alabama, 
Missie will always have a home in Ar-
kansas. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING MARTIN HILDRETH 
COMPANY, INC 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
outstanding Iowa small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, I am privi-
leged to recognize Martin Hildreth 
Company of Rockwell City, IA, as the 
Senate Small Business of the Week. 

Martin Hildreth founded the Martin 
Hildreth Company in 1954 to provide 
excavation contracting services in 
Rockwell City and the surrounding 
counties. Martin started the company 
after serving in the U.S. Army during 
the Korean war. He began his civilian 
career working with his father Ben in 
the petroleum industry at Hildreth Mo-
bile Oil and Hildreth Super Service be-
fore embarking on his entrepreneurial 
journey. In 1990, Martin’s son Tom 
joined the company full-time and cur-
rently serves as the president. Martin 
Hildreth Company has remained in the 
same location on High Street in Rock-
well City since its inception, offering 
excavation services to the tele-
communication and utility industries 
and gravedigging for cemeteries 
throughout Calhoun and the sur-
rounding counties. In 2009, Tom’s wife 
Theresa joined Martin Hildreth Com-
pany as their chief financial officer. In 
2023, Martin Hildreth passed away, 
leaving behind a legacy of hard work 
and service to the Rockwell City com-
munity. 

Martin Hildreth Company is truly a 
family-owned and operated business. 
Tom and Theresa’s son David serves as 
vice president, marking the third gen-
eration of the Hildreth family legacy. 
David Hildreth started at the company 
part-time at the age of 14 and plans to 
lead it following Tom’s retirement. In 
the near future, David’s son Collin will 
be the fourth generation to join the 
family company. 

The Hildreth family is actively in-
volved in both the Rockwell City and 
Calhoun County communities. Tom 
Hildreth is a legend in the sport of 
wrestling. After a decorated college ca-
reer at Westmar College, Tom coached 
wrestling at the high school and middle 
school levels and was inducted into the 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame and 
the Iowa High School Athletic Associa-
tion Wrestling Hall of Fame. In addi-
tion to serving as chief financial officer 
for the Martin Hildreth Company, The-
resa also serves as executive director of 
the Calhoun County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. Service to the 
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country is also integral to the Hildreth 
family. Three of Tom and Theresa’s 
children have served in the armed serv-
ices. Martin Hildreth Company was 
awarded the ESGR Patriot Award for 
their dedication to supporting employ-
ees who are serving in the military. 
Due to their hard work, the Martin 
Hildreth Company celebrated their 70th 
business anniversary in 2024. 

I want to commend the Hildreth fam-
ily for achieving their American dream 
and operating a fantastic small busi-
ness. Congratulations to the Hildreth 
family and the entire Martin Hildreth 
Company team on their incredible 
commitment to our communities. I 
look forward to seeing your continued 
growth and success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE DES-
IGNATION AS EMERGENCY RE-
QUIREMENTS ALL FUNDING (IN-
CLUDING THE TRANSFER AND 
REPURPOSING OF FUNDS) SO 
DESIGNATED BY THE CONGRESS 
IN THE CONSOLIDATED APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2024 AND OTHER 
EXTENSIONS ACT PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 251(b)(2)(A) OF THE BAL-
ANCED BUDGET AND EMER-
GENCY DEFICIT CONTROL ACT 
OF 1985, AS OUTLINED IN THE 
ENCLOSED LIST OF ACCOUNTS 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURN-
MENT OF THE SENATE ON 
MARCH 9, 2024—PM 42 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Budget: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 6 of the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 
(H.R. 4366; the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby des-
ignate as emergency requirements all 
funding (including the transfer and 
repurposing of funds) so designated by 
the Congress in the Act pursuant to 
section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985, as outlined in the enclosed 
list of accounts. 

The details of this action are set 
forth in the enclosed memorandum 
from the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 9, 2024. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on March 8, 2024, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 992. An act to amend the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 to designate the Texas and New Mexico 
portions of the future Interstate designated 
segments of the Port-to-Plains Corridor as 
Interstate Route 27, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4366. An act making consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the en-
rolled bills, except S. 992, were signed 
on March 8, 2024, during the adjourn-
ment of the Senate, by the President 
pro tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 4:29 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2799. An act to make reforms to the 
capital markets of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2799. An act to make reforms to the 
capital markets of the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED PETITION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 62, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service relating to ‘‘Im-
portation of Fresh Beef From Paraguay’’ 
and, further, that the joint resolution be im-
mediately placed upon the Legislative Cal-
endar under General Orders. 

Jon Tester, Charles E. Schumer, Jacky 
Rosen, Sherrod Brown, Catherine Cor-
tez Masto, Joe Manchin, III, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Ben Ray Luján, Kyrsten 
Sinema, Mike Rounds, Jerry Moran, 
Kevin Cramer, Cynthia M. Lummis, 
Pete Ricketts, Roger Marshall, Maria 
Cantwell, Tina Smith, Angus S. King, 
Jr., Jeff Merkley, Mark Kelly, Jon 
Ossoff, Alex Padilla, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Patty Murray, Tammy 
Baldwin, Amy Klobuchar, Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand, Gary C. Peters, Tim Kaine, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged from the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, by 
petition, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 802(c), 
and placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 62. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service relating to ‘‘Importation of 
Fresh Beef From Paraguay’’. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 7511. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to take into custody 
aliens who have been charged in the United 
States with theft, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3749. A communication from the Legal 
Advisor, Office of the Intellectual Property 
Enforcement Coordinator, Executive Office 
of the President, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, two (2) reports relative to vacancies in 
the Executive Office of the President, re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
March 4, 2024; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

EC–3750. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulatory Coordination Division, 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Adjustment to Premium Processing 
Fees’’ (RIN1615–ZC05) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
29, 2024; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3751. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Public and Indian 
Housing, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Implementing 
Rental Housing Assistance for the Native 
Hawaiian Housing Block Grant Program’’ 
(RIN2577–AD13) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 28, 2024; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

EC–3752. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Adjustment to Sector 
Annual Catch Entitlements Under the 
Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management 
Plan’’ (RIN0648–XD485) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
29, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3753. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Pacific Island Fish-
eries; 5-Year Extension of Moratorium on 
Harvest of Gold Corals’’ (RIN0648–BM34) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 5, 2024; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3754. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief Financial Officer and Director for 
Financial Management, Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer and Assistant Secretary for 
Administration, Department of Commerce, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Monetary Penalty Ad-
justments for Inflation’’ (RIN0605–AA66) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3755. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety 
Zone; Ohio River, Mile Markers 46 to 46.5, St. 
Albans, WV’’ ((RIN1625–AA00) (Docket No. 
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