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multiple times before since he has been
in the United States illegally—ille-
gally—over the last 10 years, and this
man lay dead today because of that. He
has been charged several times for
driving with a suspended license in ad-
dition to possession of marijuana and
domestic abuse.

He should have been deported long
ago, but he wasn’t. Now Trooper Gadd
is dead. Does anybody care other than
his family?

Sadly, Marysville, WA, where the
crash occurred, is a sanctuary jurisdic-
tion. I still haven’t figured that out.
You know, I have spoken about sanc-
tuary jurisdictions before. They are
cities, counties, and States where lo-
cally elected officials prohibit police
from cooperating with Federal law en-
forcement officers to get criminal
aliens out of our communities and into
removal proceedings to be deported,
but if you are in one of these sanctuary
cities, that doesn’t happen.

This tragic event is but one in a pat-
tern of occurrences happening across
our country in which the lives of U.S.
citizens are put at risk because of Joe
Biden’s refusal—absolute refusal—to
secure the border.

So, earlier today, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted on the Laken Riley
Act. We talked about her a couple of
weeks ago here, right on this floor—a
young lady who was killed by an illegal
alien at the University of Georgia.

The Laken Riley Act would mandate
the detention of illegal aliens charged
with crimes as small as shoplifting.
That is exactly what Laken Riley’s
killer had been arrested for previously.
By the way, he had also been arrested
for endangering a minor before he was
charged with Laken Riley’s murder.
This bill today that was voted on in
the House—170 Democrats voted
against this bill.

The blame for the state of this coun-
try rests solely with President Biden.
He is the boss; he is the leader—period.

Does he care about you? Does he care
about you as a taxpayer and a citizen
of this country? He doesn’t show it.

Does he care about your family? Does
he care about keeping them safe or is it
just by luck that nothing happens to
you? I don’t think he does.

Will he protect you? I don’t think so.
He hasn’t shown that. He didn’t protect
Laken Riley or Trooper Gadd here. 1
am sure he won’t talk about Laken or
Trooper Gadd in his speech tonight,
but he should. Their names should
come up. Their families are grieving. It
is just unfortunate that he doesn’t take
the leadership role and the blame.
These two Americans don’t support his
narrative of a successful Presidency.

He is going to say he has had a suc-
cessful first 3 years and his last year
was successful, but we have lost a lot
of people because of the decisions that
he has made at the border, and there
have been many, not just these two.
One is too many.

I don’t know how many people will
support this talk tonight. I am anxious
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to hear it. I am anxious to hear what
his writers got together and said about
our country and what has happened
over the last year and what he foresees
in the future. It had to be hard.

Unless drastic changes are made to
our Nation’s leadership in the very
near future, I think the American citi-
zens are going to be on their own. It is
just going to be by luck whether you
are going to make it or not make it. I
am not talking about just financially. I
am talking about life or death, because
we are losing people almost daily.

So, on that, I am looking forward to
hearing President Biden’s speech to-
night. I hope the American people will
listen in—Ilisten in hard—on what is
going on, because this is our country,
and our country is in trouble. I hope to
God that we make the right decisions
come this November. God bless.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Hawaii.

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, women
and families across the country are
confronting impossible choices because
of Republican extremism on abortion.

Do you risk your own health with a
high-risk pregnancy or do you risk
being thrown in jail for trying to get
an abortion? Do you stay in a State
that forces you to carry for months a
nonviable pregnancy to term? Do you
travel hundreds of miles in secret to
get access to a legal abortion in some
other jurisdiction?

If these choices sound awful, it is be-
cause they are.

The chaos and the suffering created
by Republicans is not just limited to
red States. These attacks affect every-
one.

Take Hawaii, which legalized abor-
tion over 50 years ago and has some of
the strongest protections in the coun-
try. Yet there is a case before the Su-
preme Court right now trying to pre-
vent people from accessing medication
abortion by telehealth. That means, if
you live on an island like Kauai and
rely on telehealth to get reproductive
care, you would have to take off work
and get on a plane to access services.

So, if you are in a blue State, think-
ing “I am safe,” you are not. Repub-
licans are coming after all of it, and no
one and nothing is off limits. Attacks
on abortion threaten the entire system
of reproductive care, including things
like contraception, family planning
programs, and early miscarriage care.
Hospitals and doctors are terrified of
providing care that will cost them
their licenses or land them in jail.

For instance, if you are an OB/GYN
in a State like Texas, you might be
forced to delay or deny treatment to a
patient with an ectopic pregnancy be-
cause there is enough gray area that
the State can arbitrarily decide that
you broke the law and punish you for
providing lifesaving care. Doctors are
not lawyers, and many in these States
are understandably either retiring
early or quitting or moving to a State
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that doesn’t make criminals out of
them simply for doing their jobs.

I am joined here in the Gallery today
by an OB/GYN resident from Hawaii,
Dr. Olivia Manayan. Born and raised in
Honolulu, Dr. Manayan is currently a
chief resident at the University of Ha-
waii, and next year, she will begin her
specialization in complex family plan-
ning—focusing on abortion training,
complex contraception, and reproduc-
tive justice. We need more people like
Dr. Manayan, not fewer—people who
are passionate about providing acces-
sible and equitable care to their com-
munities. We ought to be celebrating
their contributions, but, instead, Re-
publicans are hard at work criminal-
izing the whole profession.

Republicans are coming after all of
it, and they are not going to stop. They
have said what they are going to do,
and now they are doing it. I think the
challenge for those of us on this side of
the aisle is that what they are doing is
so bananas; it is so offensive; it is so
cruel; it is so unpopular that, when we
describe it accurately, it sounds like
we are being hyperpartisan and freak-
ing out for no reason. That is what it
sounds like—I grant you that—but it is
literally what 1is happening: IVF,
banned. Contraception, not sure. Ec-
topic pregnancy, you have got to carry
that to term. A nonviable pregnancy,
you have to carry that to term and
prove that it is nonviable even if your
doctor says it is nonviable.

The cruelty knows no end. So, if you
are a person who thinks, ‘“Hey, you
know, I am kind of uncomfortable with
abortion, and so maybe I think I am
pro-life,”” I want you to understand
what it means to be pro-life in the con-
text of this 50-year fight to eliminate
women’s control over their own bodies.
They are not stopping at Roe. They are
not stopping at IVF. They are not stop-
ping at contraception. They are not
stopping. They want to control people’s
bodies.

Stopping all of this means fighting
with as much coordination and passion
as the anti-abortion movement has
been doing for decades. And that in-
cludes men too. This can’t solely be a
women’s issue. We don’t get to sit this
one out. These extreme policies affect
everybody and everyone wishing to
start a family or caring for someone
who is pregnant, and so we all need to
get involved.

When and if we have the House and
the Senate and the Presidency, we
should enshrine all of these reproduc-
tive freedoms in Federal statutory law.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate will soon vote—how soon, unclear—
but soon vote on an appropriations
package which, among other bills, in-
cludes one from the Transportation,
Housing, and Urban Development Sub-
committee, which I chair. I want to
take a moment to talk about what is in
it and why it matters so much.

The United States is experiencing an
unprecedented housing shortage.
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Homes are increasingly out of reach for
s0 many families and individuals, and
homelessness continues to rise to
record levels. There is no question that
the Federal Government must act.

No appropriations bill—especially
one negotiated under difficult spending
caps demanded by House Republicans—
is going to solve our decades-long hous-
ing problem. But what this bill does is
provide funding for rental and home-
lessness assistance for millions of
Americans.

It also provides $100 million for the
Yes in My Backyard Program, which
will incentivize building housing and
eliminating exclusionary zoning poli-
cies that have long kept housing sup-
ply down.

The bill also includes funding to
modernize transportation and make it
safer and more accessible. It fully
funds the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion so that it can staff up and main-
tain a world-class air traffic control

system.
Also included is the funding for the
Federal Railroad Administration,

which, in part, will help to improve rail
safety in the wake of the East Pal-
estine train derailment.

Crucially, the bill provides vital
funding to improve Tribal housing and
transportation infrastructure, includ-
ing more than $1.3 billion for the
NAHASDA Native-American Housing
Block Grant Program. That is a record
increase for Tribal housing of more
than $300 million, which will help
Tribes, Alaska Natives, and Native Ha-
waiians build affordable housing in
their communities and address their
unique and urgent housing needs.

As always, these bills are the product
of a lot of hard work and patience, es-
pecially from our excellent staff. That
has been particularly true this year.
They have worked so hard—long, long
hours. When we make a deal, the work
begins. Whenever we decide that we
have consummated our deal, they don’t
get to say: Look, I am in the middle of
a kid’s baseball game or I am at a doc-
tor’s appointment or I am on a run or
I just woke up. They have to get to
work and draft the legislation. So lots
of them have spent a lot of sleepless
nights. My staff, the Republican staff
on the T-HUD Committee, our House
counterparts, all of the people in lead-
ership on both teams, everybody
worked their butt off to make this pos-
sible. I just want to appreciate them.

I also want to take a moment to
thank Ranking Member CINDY HYDE-
SMITH, the subcommittee members, as
well as our counterparts in the House—
Representatives Cole and Quigley—who
worked in good faith throughout the
process to get us here.

There is a lot more that we need to
do to invest in housing and transpor-
tation around the country, but this bill
funds enormously important priorities
and projects that so many Americans
rely upon. It is essential that we pass
it, along with the rest of the bills.

We have a deadline of tomorrow
night at midnight. I am confident that
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we will make that deadline, but we
have got to run this thing across the
finish line.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KAINE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The majority leader.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at a time to be
determined by the majority leader, in
consultation with the Republican lead-
er, the Senate proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tions: Calendar No. 532, 533; that there
be 2 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided, in the usual form on each nomi-
nation; that upon the use or yielding
back of time, the Senate proceed to
vote without intervening action or de-
bate on the nominations in the order
listed; that if confirmed, the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate; that no further mo-
tions be in order; that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fur-
ther, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the following nomi-
nations en bloc: Calendars No. 360, 280,
361, 362, 363, 359, 258, 259, 118, 119, 120,
531; that the Senate vote on the nomi-
nations en bloc, without intervening
action or debate; that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion, and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the nominations
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the en bloc nominations of
Douglas Dziak, of Virginia, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission for the remain-
der of the term expiring October 26,
2024; Fara Damelin, of Virginia, to be
Inspector General, Federal Commu-
nications Commission. (New Position);
Andrew N. Ferguson, of Virginia, to be
a Federal Trade Commissioner for the
unexpired term of seven years from
September 26, 2016; Andrew N. Fer-
guson, of Virginia, to be a Federal
Trade Commissioner for the term of
seven years from September 26, 2023.
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(Reappointment); Melissa Holyoak, of
Utah, to be a Federal Trade Commis-
sioner for the unexpired term of seven
years from September 26, 2018; Rebecca
Kelly Slaughter, of Maryland, to be a
Federal Trade Commissioner for the
term of seven years from September 26,
2022. (Reappointment); Loren E.
Sweatt, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the National Mediation Board for a
term expiring July 1, 2023; Loren E.
Sweatt, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the National Mediation Board for a
term expiring July 1, 2026. (Reappoint-
ment); Linda A. Puchala, of Maryland,
to be Member of the National Medi-
ation Board for a term expiring July 1,
2024. (Reappointment); Linda A.
Puchala, of Maryland, to be Member of
the National Mediation Board for a
term expiring July 1, 2027. (Reappoint-
ment); Deirdre Hamilton, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of
the National Mediation Board for a
term expiring July 1, 2025. (Reappoint-
ment); Kelly Harrison Rankin, of Wyo-
ming, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Wyoming?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

UNITED STATES SENATE
FELLOWSHIP REGULATIONS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD updated
United States Senate Fellowship Regu-
lations.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE STARS OF VALOR FELLOWSHIPS
PROGRAM REGULATIONS

ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES AND
ADMINISTRATION ON MARCH 5, 2024

1.0 Scope—Senate Resolution 442 (117th
Congress) established the SFC Sean Cooley
and SPC Christopher Horton Gold Star Fam-
ily Fellowship and Senate Resolution 443
(117th Congress) established the McCain-
Mansfield Fellowship. These programs create
fellowship positions within the Senate that
provide qualified military veterans and their
family members with career transition and
development opportunities. These regula-
tions describe the administration, eligibility
criteria, selection, and placement procedures
of the programs.

2.0 Definitions—For purposes of these regu-
lations, the following terms shall have the
meaning specified.

2.1 Disabled means a Veteran with a serv-
ice-connected disability rating of 30% or
greater.
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