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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the 
State of Georgia. 

f 

PRAYER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 

opening prayer will be offered by our 
guest Chaplain, the Reverend Tony 
Setley, Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, from Morgantown, WV. 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

I invite you to pray with me. 
Creator God, from the beginning, You 

have brought order from chaos, and in 
Your wise compassion, You order soci-
ety by calling people into vocations— 
masks of God, which through others 
Your work is done. 

We pray Your blessing upon our Sen-
ate this day and especially upon the 
many You have called to live out their 
vocation within and around this Cham-
ber: for our Senators and their staffs, 
for civil servants and political ap-
pointees, for facility workers and secu-
rity personnel, for lobbyists and sup-
port service workers, for press mem-
bers, for pages and interns, and for all 
others. Provide them each daily mo-
ments to remember the source and im-
portance of their calling so that they 
may well and faithfully exercise their 
vocation, here in this place, for both 
God and country. 

For this, we pray in Your most Holy 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 7, 2024. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Adrienne Jen-
nings Noti, of the District of Columbia, 
to be an Associate Judge of the Supe-
rior Court of the District of Columbia 
for the term of fifteen years. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, to-
night, the President of the United 
States comes before Congress to de-
liver his State of the Union address to 
the American people. It is a chance for 
the Commander in Chief to tell the 
story of where our country stands 
today, to hear about the sacrifices we 
have made as a country, about the 
challenges we have overcome, and 
about the kind of future we can achieve 
if we work together. 

America has suffered immense chal-
lenge in recent years. When President 
Biden took office, over 3,000 Americans 
were dying of COVID a day; over 18 
million Americans were on unemploy-
ment; our democracy was wounded, 
damaged, and battered after January 6; 
and inflation climbed to suffocating 
heights. 

But today, President Biden will make 
clear that after so much adversity, 
America’s economy is growing, infla-
tion is slowing, and Democrats’ agenda 
is delivering. Our economy has added a 
record 15 million new jobs—15 million 
new jobs—since President Biden took 
office, the greatest turnaround of any 
President. Last year alone, the econ-
omy created more jobs than in any 
year of the Trump administration. 

Less than 2 years ago, inflation was 
at a crushing 9 percent. But today, it 
has cooled to the lowest level since the 
start of the pandemic; and that means 
that over the last year, the prices of 
things like milk, eggs, appliances, car 
rentals, and airfare have all come 
down. 

Across the country, manufacturing 
and job creation is surging. Commu-
nities that have been long overlooked, 
especially in places like Upstate New 
York, are getting a second chance. It 
didn’t happen on its own. It is the re-
sult of the Democratic agenda; a result 
of legislation like the American Rescue 
Plan, Infrastructure, CHIPS and 
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Science Act, and the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, which I was happy to cham-
pion in a Democratic Senate as I was 
majority leader. 

But statics and data tell only part of 
the story. Today, I am honored to wel-
come five inspiring New Yorkers and 
one brave Ukrainian soldier as my 
guests for the State of the Union. 
These six individuals show better than 
any statistic how America is made 
stronger by the policies of the Biden 
administration and a Democratic Sen-
ate. 

You can look at the example of 
Andrii Chevozorov, a 25-year-old 
Ukrainian soldier who has risked his 
life and limb on the battlefield. After 
losing his leg in a mine explosion, he 
came to New York in January for pros-
thetics and rehabilitation treatment at 
Staten Island University Hospital. 

It is an honor to welcome Andrii, and 
the Senate thanks him for his sacrifice. 
He reminds us all about the stakes of 
the war in Ukraine, of the importance 
of passing the supplemental. And I will 
continue working as hard as I can to 
make sure we get it done. It is a his-
toric moment for America. We cannot 
turn our back on Ukraine and our 
other allies and the menaces that we 
face in the world. 

You can also get a look at what is at 
stake through the story of Kate Farley 
of Hudson Valley, who is expecting her 
second child through in vitro fertiliza-
tion. Without IVF, Kate could have 
never gotten pregnant. And it is both 
heartbreaking and enraging that ex-
treme Republicans have made people 
like Kate worry this vital service will 
be curtailed. I am honored to welcome 
her today. 

I am also honored to invite my friend 
Kevin McCaffrey of Suffolk County, 
the proud president of Teamsters Local 
707, as well as Deborah Hartman, a re-
tired UFCW member who used to work 
at Tops supermarket. 

Kevin, of course, is the Republican 
leader of the Suffolk County legisla-
ture, but it didn’t stop him and I to 
work to deal with the pensions that 
members of his local, Local 707, might 
have lost. Like many Americans, both 
Kevin and Deborah and their fellow 
workers faced the unthinkable prospect 
of their pensions drying up just a few 
years ago. Some workers had pensions 
cut by as much as two-thirds. People 
who put in money every 2 weeks, hop-
ing, knowing, relying on the fact that 
their retirement would be secure—it 
wouldn’t make them rich, but would 
make them secure—saw the rug pulled 
out from under them. And with Kevin 
from one end of my State and Deborah 
from the other, we were able to save 
those pensions. Republicans refused to 
offer relief. Democrats had to do it on 
its own. 

Thanks to the reforms in the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, millions of our union 
brothers and sisters across New York 
and America have seen that critical 
pension relief. These workers who have 
saved their whole lives to retire with 

dignity have seen their dignity re-
stored, something all Americans can be 
very proud of. 

I am also proud of New Yorkers like 
Van Robinson, who I have known for 
decades and have partnered with to 
combat gun violence, increase afford-
able housing, and reduce lead poisoning 
for underserved communities. Van has 
been one of the leading voices recon-
necting communities divided by high-
ways and for tearing down I–81 in Syra-
cuse; and thanks to the Bipartisan In-
frastructure law that I led in Congress, 
we are getting it done. 

Finally, I am delighted to welcome 
Kim Spica, an equipment Engineer 
Technician at GlobalFoundries. Kim’s 
story shows what the future can look 
like for so many New Yorkers. She got 
her job after finishing a registered ap-
prenticeship program at Hudson Valley 
Community College. 

Recently, GlobalFoundries received 
the largest preliminary award from the 
CHIPS and Science Act to date: over 
$1.5 billion, which will help them build 
a second chip fab for New York’s cap-
ital region and create thousands of 
good-paying jobs like Kim’s. 

I was proud to lead the way on CHIPS 
and Science because I knew what it 
would mean for New Yorkers like Kim 
in the form of new jobs, greater oppor-
tunity, and a more decent life. 

So if you want to see how far we have 
come as a country, these New Yorkers 
are a good illustration. These guests 
are the reason our Democratic major-
ity fought so hard to pass the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, pass infrastructure, 
pass CHIPS and Science, and pass the 
Inflation Reduction Act. I knew it 
would make an enormous difference for 
New Yorkers like the people who are 
joining me tonight. 

Democrats’ agenda, of course, is pay-
ing off in other ways. Americans are 
paying less for insulin. Prescription 
drugs for seniors on Medicare have 
been capped. Student loan borrowers 
have seen hundreds of millions of debt 
forgiveness. 

So, tonight, the difference between 
the parties will be as clear as night and 
day. Democrats are focused on low-
ering costs, creating jobs, and putting 
money in people’s pockets, but the 
hard right, which too often runs the 
Republican Party in the House and now 
increasingly in the Senate, is con-
sumed by chaos, bullying, and attack-
ing things like women’s freedom of 
choice. 

The Republican front runner for 
President has made it abundantly clear 
that he is not running to make people’s 
lives better but, rather, on airing his 
personal political grievances. Donald 
Trump’s cynical power grab even de-
stroyed the best change at border secu-
rity that Congress has seen in dec-
ades—a bill that even a Wall Street 
Journal poll from this morning shows 
that Americans clearly supported. 
Americans wanted bipartisan border 
security. Congress had bipartisan secu-
rity ready to go, and Donald Trump 

and his MAGA Republican followers 
are at fault for killing it in its tracks. 
That is shameful cynicism that once 
again hurts Americans. 

Ideologues cannot run the show here. 
We have to fight these things. 

So I thank President Biden for his 
leadership. The road hasn’t been easy. 
The work is not yet done. But we have 
come far. We have overcome so much. 
And there is still so much on the line 
for American families, American val-
ues, and America’s future. It is impera-
tive we stay the course and finish the 
job we began 3 years ago. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. President, on the appropriations 

bill, well, last night, the House passed 
the six appropriations bills with an 
overwhelming bipartisan vote—339 to 
85. 

Last night, the Senate took the first 
step to advance the appropriations bill 
via voice vote, which I hope portends 
more bipartisan cooperation moving 
forward. The watchwords for the Sen-
ate will be ‘‘cooperation’’ and ‘‘speed’’ 
as we work to pass these appropria-
tions bills before tomorrow night’s 
deadline. 

It is noteworthy that a majority of 
both parties in the House—a majority 
of even the Republicans—supported 
this legislation. 

Of course, the process is never easy 
in divided government, but with hard 
work, cooperation, and persistence, 
good things can happen if we put work-
ing together before other extraneous 
and often destructive issues. 

The Senate will continue our work 
on these appropriations bills today so 
we can finish the package before to-
morrow night’s deadline. We are close 
to the finish line, but it will take bi-
partisan cooperation to get us there. 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. President, finally, on the FAA, 

last night, the Senate, I am glad to 
say, unanimously approved a tem-
porary extension of FAA funding until 
May 10. This extension will give Chair 
CANTWELL and the Commerce Com-
mittee the time they need to resolve 
the differences between FAA legisla-
tion in the House and the Senate. I am 
committed to moving an FAA reau-
thorization bill passed and signed into 
law as soon as we can so we can keep 
the United States one of the safest na-
tions in the world for air travel. 

Getting FAA reauthorization done 
will mean more safety inspectors at 
manufacturing plants, more traffic 
controllers, better customer service, 
and mandatory refunds for flight dis-
ruptions. 

I am glad the Senate also preserves 
the 1,500-hour rule, which I have in-
sisted—aided by the families in Buf-
falo—I have insisted it cannot and 
must not and will not be weakened. 

Thank you to my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle for continuing work 
on the FAA, and I look forward to 
bringing FAA reauthorization to the 
floor and sending it to the President’s 
desk. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:40 Mar 08, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G07MR6.003 S07MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T03:17:44-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




