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What is she doing on there? She prom-
ises us she is safe and not to worry, 
Mom and Dad. But we don’t know any 
better. And for goodness’ sake, what is 
a parent supposed to do? 

Now consider the worst case sce-
nario: Someone takes advantage of 
your little girl or granddaughter on the 
internet and displays an image which 
is horrifying. You know it, you see it, 
and you can’t believe it. You finally go 
to the media platform and say: For 
goodness’ sakes, take that image down. 
This is exactly where you will find it. 
Bring it down. We don’t want that to 
be broadcast anymore. 

And if the media platform, at that 
point, knowingly and intentionally ig-
nores the information you have given 
them to protect your family, then they 
can be held civilly liable. They can be 
sued. Do you think they will pay atten-
tion then? Why, of course, they will. 
That is why the objections are being 
heard. 

I am going to keep working on this. 
I thank Senator GRAHAM for making it 
a bipartisan effort. He is a wonderful 
partner on these issues. 

We are coming back. I am working on 
a modification of my bill to bring some 
more support and make sure we con-
sider everybody’s point of view. But we 
do not take any position on 
encryption. As Senator GRAHAM said, 
we are agnostic on that subject, but we 
do believe that something should be 
done to protect these families once and 
for all and to let these media plat-
forms—these multimillion-dollar, prof-
itable platforms—know they have a re-
sponsibility to the people of this coun-
try. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the following Senators be 
permitted to speak prior to the sched-
uled vote: Senator COLLINS for up to 5 
minutes and Senator MURRAY for up to 
10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 

urge my colleagues to support the six- 
bill fiscal year 2024 appropriations 
package that is before us. 

I am pleased to report that the House 
of Representatives overwhelmingly 
passed this bill earlier today by a vote 
of 339 to 85. It was strongly bipartisan. 
And now the Senate should follow suit. 

I want to express my thanks to the 
Republican ranking members on each 
of the six subcommittees—Senators 
MURKOWSKI, MORAN, HOEVEN, BOOZMAN, 
KENNEDY, and HYDE-SMITH—for their 
tremendous work in assembling this 
package. 

I also want to recognize the chair of 
the committee, Senator PATTY MUR-
RAY, who has worked so hard—since she 
was named chair and I, vice chair—in 
order to bring us to this point. 

I also want to salute the Democratic 
chairs for their work. 

My point is that everyone involved, 
including our incredibly hard-working 

staff, has worked night and day to 
bring us to this point. 

The measure before us includes the 
following fiscal year 2024 appropria-
tions bills: Interior; Commerce, Jus-
tice, and Science; Agriculture-FDA; 
Military Construction and Veterans’ 
Affairs; Energy and Water Develop-
ment; and Transportation and Housing. 

And, again—although I wish this had 
happened months ago—these are full- 
year appropriations bills. In other 
words, this is not another continuing 
resolution, not a short-term patch, but, 
rather, a package of bills that will fund 
these important programs and Agen-
cies and Departments through the end 
of the fiscal year. 

This package fully funds veterans’ 
medical care; supports our farmers, 
fishermen, and ranchers; protects our 
Nation’s food and drug supply; provides 
critical resources for law enforcement; 
helps us better compete with China; ad-
vances American energy independence; 
and invests in our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture and public lands. 

This legislation also complies with 
the Fiscal Responsibility Act, as well 
as the top-line spending agreement 
reached between Speaker JOHNSON and 
Senator SCHUMER. Under that agree-
ment, defense funding for this fiscal 
year will increase by 3.3 percent rel-
ative to fiscal year 2023 enacted levels, 
while nondefense funding will be held 
flat. 

That is not easy to do, particularly 
given the impact of inflation and the 
5.2 percent Federal employment pay 
raise, which many of these Agencies 
are going to have to absorb. So it took 
a great deal of negotiation and hard 
work for us to get to this point. 

It certainly has not been easy, but I 
am proud of the legislation we are 
bringing to the floor today. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in voting to move 
this important legislative package for-
ward toward enactment. 

I look forward to further floor discus-
sion tomorrow, but, right now, I do 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the motion to 
proceed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
want to thank the vice chair, who 
spent innumerable hours with me for a 
very long time, through many, many 
different discussions and meetings and 
hearings, and for her incredible work 
to get here tonight to this vote. Thank 
you so much. 

This week, we will, at long last, be 
voting on our bipartisan, bicameral 
full-year funding bills. In fact, this 
package passed the House in a huge bi-
partisan vote today, with over 300 
Members voting in favor. 

It has been a long road and a tough 
negotiation to get here. We are not 
done yet, and I will have more to say. 
But I come to the floor tonight to 
briefly talk a bit about what is actu-
ally in these bills and why this is so 
important to families across the coun-
try and to people in States like mine 
everywhere. 

My focus all the way through this 
process, from day one, has been: How 
can we produce the strongest bills 
given some very tight constraints? And 
how can we get a result that will make 
people’s lives better? 

While this package may not be what 
I would have written on my own—and I 
am sure my vice chair would say it 
would not have been what she would 
have written on her own—we fought 
very hard to protect investments that 
matter to working people everywhere 
and to help keep our economy strong, 
rejecting devastating cuts to housing, 
nutrition assistance, and a lot more. 

Importantly, we blocked countless 
extreme Republican policies, like ef-
forts to restrict abortion rights, that 
would have set our country back dec-
ades. 

This package includes investments in 
our economy, like cutting-edge re-
search, renewable energy, key pro-
grams to continue rebuilding Amer-
ica’s infrastructure, and funding for 
my 21st Century Cures Act to support 
America’s world-class biomedical re-
search enterprise. 

Democrats fought hard to protect in-
vestments in rural communities in sup-
port of our farmers. 

It includes investments to keep 
America safe, like funding for more air 
traffic controllers, rail safety inspec-
tors, food safety inspectors, and to im-
plement the law I passed, along with 
Senator COLLINS, starting up FDA’s 
cosmetics oversight. That is a major 
achievement in this bill. 

And our bills reject unthinkable cuts 
proposed by House Republicans to Fed-
eral law enforcement—the people who 
go after drug traffickers and do so 
much else to keep our families and 
communities safe. 

Not to mention, these bills protect 
pay for Federal firefighters, boost our 
investments in preventing violence 
against women, and fund a new pro-
gram to increase sexual assault nurse 
exam access that I have worked on. 

This package also includes invest-
ments in our environment and allows 
Democrats to continue to deliver on 
historic climate action, even as House 
Republicans sought to gut Agencies 
like EPA and Interior. 

We deliver in this bill investments to 
keep our commitments to Tribes, in-
cluding by continuing to provide ad-
vance appropriations so the Indian 
Health Service can serve patients with 
certainty and hire staff for hospitals. 

It also includes investments sup-
porting our servicemembers, which is 
especially important to me as a daugh-
ter of a World War II veteran. 

It has crucial resources for military 
construction projects, including 
childcare centers, housing, and other 
quality-of-life improvements for our 
troops and their families. 

It increases funding for the Veteran 
Caregivers Program that I helped es-
tablish and expands and makes record 
investments to help end veteran home-
lessness, deliver mental healthcare for 
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our veterans, and support women vet-
erans’ healthcare—all longtime prior-
ities for me. 

And, of course, it includes support for 
American families. And that means 
protecting investments to address the 
housing crisis—something important 
to my home State of Washington—pro-
grams that the House Republicans 
wanted to hollow out. But we together 
were able to protect and strengthen es-
sential rental assistance, boost invest-
ments to reduce homelessness, and in-
crease our Nation’s affordable housing 
supply. 

And it means full funding for food as-
sistance programs families rely on, 
like SNAP, the Summer EBT Program 
I helped establish, which will help half 
a million kids in Washington State 
alone, and WIC. 

As someone whose family relied on 
food stamps after my dad was diag-
nosed with multiple sclerosis, I know 
firsthand that action here can be the 
difference between families having food 
on the table for dinner or kids going to 
bed hungry. 

So when I saw that the House Repub-
licans proposed devastating cuts that 
would have forced States to deny fami-
lies with benefits for the first time 
ever, that was never going to be an ac-
ceptable outcome. 

I said from the outset I would move 
mountains to fully fund WIC, and that 
is exactly what I did. But let’s be clear: 
WIC should never have even been put 
into question, because ignoring the 
mountains of evidence that this pro-
gram works, the long history of bipar-
tisan support for WIC, and the fact 
that this program actually saves us 
money in the long term—ignoring all 
of that, there is still just no ignoring 
the fact that the basic question with 
WIC is: Can the richest country in the 
world afford to feed babies? And the an-
swer is yes. It has to be. 

I can’t believe I have to say that, but 
I will say it as many times as it takes. 
And I am glad that we were able to 
work together to reach a good outcome 
and fully fund WIC in this bill. 

And here is the thing about our ap-
propriations bills. They reflect the 
input and priorities of nearly every 
Senator. As a voice for Washington 
State, I am proud of the ways these 
bills invest in the communities that I 
know from every part of my State, 
with funding for researchers, salmon 
recovery, infrastructure projects, fixes 
to make sure that our ferries and har-
bors are getting their fair share, a his-
toric amount of funding for Hanford 
Cleanup, and more. 

I will have a lot more to say about 
these efforts and other Washington 
State projects I fought hard to include 
in these bills, but I am so excited to see 
this funding make progress and make a 
difference for folks back home. 

We said from day one that partisan 
poison pills were nonstarters. We said 
that together. Getting a result in di-
vided government means putting aside 
that partisanship and working to find 

common ground. That is how we man-
aged to put together these six strong, 
bipartisan, bicameral bills. And it is 
the only way we will wrap up the next 
six as well, which, you should all know, 
we are working very hard on right now. 

I think we all recognize that some 
far-right House Republicans have been 
trying to derail this entire process 
from the start. But as we saw today in 
the House, an overwhelming 300-plus 
Members voted to pass this bill. The 
vast majority from both sides want to 
get this done. By passing these bills, 
we can turn the page and show Amer-
ica that the vast majority of Congress 
is still focused on doing its job, work-
ing through tough negotiations so we 
can help people and solve problems. 

Again, I want to thank my partner, 
Senator COLLINS, who has been just 
tremendous in working with us, and all 
of our staffs, who have been working on 
this 24/7 for so long. They are ex-
hausted, and they still have six more 
bills to go. 

I want to thank our chairs of the Ap-
propriations subcommittees that are in 
this bill: Senators SCHATZ, HEINRICH, 
SHAHEEN, and MERKLEY for their tre-
mendous work, and their Republican 
counterparts as well, who having really 
put in a lot of time and energy and 
have had to say ‘‘yes’’ and ‘‘no’’ way 
too many times. But we got this done. 

So I hope all of our colleagues to-
night will join us in sending that mes-
sage by voting on the motion to pro-
ceed this evening—voting yes—and 
then working together to make sure we 
get this to the President’s desk before 
the deadline on Friday. 

VOTE ON HARRIS NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Harris nomination? 

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Alabama (Mrs. BRITT). 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 73 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Britt 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). The Senator from Wash-
ington. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. I ask the Chair to lay 

before the Senate a message from the 
House of Representatives on H.R. 4366. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair lays before the Senate the fol-
lowing message from the House of Rep-
resentatives on H.R. 4366, which the 
clerk will report for the information of 
the Senate. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the message as follows: 

Resolved, That the bill from the House of 
Representatives (H.R. 4366) entitled ‘‘An Act 
making appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses.’’, do pass with an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 
Mr. SCHUMER. I move that the Sen-

ate concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 4366, a bill 
making appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses. 
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