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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 49, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 71 Ex.] 
YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—49 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Britt 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 456, Cathy 
Ann Harris, of Maryland, to be Chairman of 
the Merit Systems Protection Board. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, Tim 
Kaine, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy Duckworth, 
Tina Smith, Christopher A. Coons, 
Chris Van Hollen, Mark R. Warner, 
Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth Warren, 
Alex Padilla, Brian Schatz, Mark 
Kelly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Cathy Ann Harris, of Maryland, to 
be Chairman of the Merit Systems Pro-
tection Board, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Alabama (Mrs. BRITT). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 72 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Britt 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 51, the 
nays are 48, and the motion is agreed 
to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Cathy Ann Har-
ris, of Maryland, to be Chairman of the 
Merit Systems Protection Board. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, to-

morrow night, we will have the annual 
State of the Union Message from the 
President of the United States. Each 
year, Members of Congress are given a 
ticket to invite a guest to the State of 
the Union. I have invited several people 
over the years whom I will never for-
get. One of them, 15 years ago, was a 
woman in military uniform who came 
to see us from her hospital room. She 
had just been shot down in her heli-
copter over Iraq, and there she was a 
few weeks later as my guest at the 
State of the Union. Her name was 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH. Now she is my col-
league in the U.S. Senate. So you never 
know what might happen when a Mem-
ber of Congress offers an invitation to 
the State of the Union. 

Tomorrow night, I am going to have 
a special guest and a special friend. I 
am hosting an extraordinary resident 
of my State, Dr. Zaher Sahloul. Dr. 
Sahloul is a critical care specialist at 
Advocate Christ Medical Center at 
Saint Anthony’s Hospital. 

He is an associate professor of clin-
ical medicine at the University of Illi-
nois in Chicago, but he is much, much 
more than that. 

Dr. Sahloul has a long history of 
leading timely and often dangerous 
medical missions to some of the most 
desperate parts of the world, including 
recently a trip to Gaza. You see, Dr. 
Sahloul is the president of MedGlobal, 
a nonprofit that provides critical med-
ical services in areas of crisis all over 
the world. His work was recently fea-
tured on ‘‘60 Minutes.’’ 

Before that, he led the Syrian Amer-
ican Medical Society, which led similar 
lifesaving missions. Through these ef-
forts, he and other volunteer doctors 
have provided urgent care to desperate 
populations, including in Syria, 
Ukraine, Yemen, and Bangladesh. In 
fact, in 2017, when the Burmese mili-
tary was attacking that country’s 
Rohingya population with unspeakable 
cruelty, Dr. Sahloul and his colleagues 
helped the war-weary refugees who 
were fleeing into Bangladesh. 

I had a chance to visit him and wit-
ness those efforts firsthand at one such 
camp in the Bangladeshi city of Cox’s 
Bazar. I will never forget walking 
through that sea of humanity, des-
perate humanity, and seeing what Dr. 
Sahloul and his colleagues were doing 
to bring basic dignity and basic med-
ical care to this traumatized popu-
lation. It was truly heroic. 

And what he and his colleagues simi-
larly have done in Syria, with barrel 
bombs falling from the sky, or in 
Ukraine or in Gaza, has been equally 
moving. It is no wonder he has been 
awarded the Gandhi Award for Peace, 
the Heartland Alliance Kovler Center 
Dr. Robert Kirschner’s Award for Glob-
al Activism, and UNICEF Chicago’s 
Shine a Light on Global Refugee Crisis 
annual humanitarian award. 

I believe that Dr. Sahloul epitomizes 
humanity’s goodness during times of 
conflict and trauma. And it is my 
honor to have him as my guest tomor-
row night. His most recent work in 
Gaza is a stark reminder of the dire hu-
manitarian needs facing us in the un-
folding crisis that started with the hor-
rific October 7 Hamas attack on Israel. 

He shared with me and several of my 
colleagues deeply troubling stories of 
innocent people caught in this conflict 
who are in desperate need of basic med-
ical attention and supplies. Operations 
and amputations occurring using vin-
egar as an antiseptic or Tylenol for an-
esthesia in the amputation of chil-
dren’s limbs, expectant mothers with-
out safe medical facilities to give 
birth. 

The United States has started 
airdropping emergency supplies into 
Gaza. It is a relatively small step, but 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Mar 07, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06MR6.005 S06MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2226 March 6, 2024 
it is a step in the right direction, al-
though not a long-term solution to the 
conflict. I have long called for a cease- 
fire by all sides that includes the re-
lease of the remaining Israeli hostages. 
That seems to be the direction nego-
tiators are aiming for before the start 
of Ramadan. I hope that is the case, 
and I hope that any such pause can be 
used to reunite hostages with their 
families and deliver desperately needed 
humanitarian aid into Gaza. 

I continue to believe in the two-state 
solution, one with new leadership on 
all sides. I think it is the only viable 
long-term path forward. In tomorrow’s 
State of the Union Address, President 
Biden will not only fulfill one of his 
most important constitutional obliga-
tions, he will also have the opportunity 
to highlight to America how his admin-
istration has been working with con-
gressional Democrats to improve the 
lives of our Nation’s working families. 

In addition to the millions of Ameri-
cans who will tune in to hear the ad-
dress, there is no doubt that people 
across the world will be watching and 
hoping that he will say something that 
will lead us toward a more peaceful 
globe because, as we all know, Amer-
ica’s influence extends way beyond our 
borders, and as Dr. Sahloul has proven, 
so, too, do our citizens. 

I am honored to be joined by a guest 
who embodies the best of America— 
selflessness, a commitment to service, 
and a belief that a single individual has 
the ability to make the world a better 
place. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 160 

Ms. ERNST. Madam President, today 
I rise to tell a preventable, horrific 
story: 22-year-old Laken Riley, a nurs-
ing student, was killed by an illegal 
immigrant. This bright, young woman 
had her whole life ahead of her. She 
represented what our country needs 
more of, a life dedicated to caring for 
others. 

Like all Iowans, my heart goes out to 
her family and her friends who con-
tinue to grieve this tragic loss. 

The reality is, Laken’s heartbreaking 
story did not have to happen. In 2022, 
Jose Antonio Ibarra illegally crossed 
over the border into El Paso and 
claimed asylum. Instead of being de-
tained while he was processed, he was 
released into our country, never to be 
heard from again; that is, folks, until 
he was arrested in New York City for 
endangering a child. Was he held to 
face trial for this crime in New York 
City? Nope. Nope. 

Was he deported for this crime or 
even for coming here illegally? Nope. 

New York officials released him so 
quickly that ICE couldn’t even try to 
lodge a detainer, even if they wanted 
to. Meanwhile, Ibarra made his way to 
Georgia, where he disfigured and killed 
an innocent young girl who was simply 
out for a jog. 

This could have been avoided, but 
Biden’s failure to enforce the laws at 

our border allowed it to happen. How 
many young Americans must die? How 
many families must be ripped apart for 
this administration to wake up and 
take border security seriously? 

For more than 8 years, I have warned 
against the dangers of letting illegal 
immigrants, who have already broken 
our laws—again, those who have bro-
ken our laws—roam the country and 
continue their lawlessness. I have re-
peatedly called on this body to step up 
and protect innocent Americans from 
criminals who are here in our country 
illegally and pass my bill, Sarah’s Law. 

Eight years ago, Iowans Michelle and 
Scott Root woke up to every parent’s 
worst nightmare, their daughter 
Sarah—right here, beautiful Sarah 
Root—was killed by a drunk driver. 
Sarah, a 21-year-old from Council 
Bluffs, had just graduated from Belle-
vue University in Nebraska with a 4.0 
GPA and a bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal investigations. She was headed 
home after celebrating her important 
life milestone with family and friends. 
She had her entire life ahead of her. 
But while she was stopped at a traffic 
light, Sarah was struck and killed by 
Edwin Mejia, an illegal immigrant. 

His blood alcohol level was three 
times over the legal limit. One would 
think her killer would clearly meet Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’s 
‘‘enforcement priorities.’’ But no— 
nope. Citing the Obama administra-
tion’s November 2014 memo on immi-
gration enforcement priorities, ICE de-
clined—declined—to take custody of 
Mejia, despite his repeated driving of-
fenses and history of skipping court 
dates. 

Before the Root family could even 
lay their daughter to rest, Mejia posted 
a $5,000 bond—5,000 bucks. He was re-
leased, and, just like in the past, folks, 
he disappeared never to be seen again. 

Now, here we are, folks. We are over 
8 years later. Sarah’s killer is still at 
large, after that 5,000 bucks, and able 
to carelessly harm others. To rub salt 
in the wound, the Biden administration 
has removed Mejia from ICE’s Most 
Wanted list. 

No big deal, right? 
No parent should have to endure the 

pain of losing a child, like the Root 
family did—and I know them person-
ally—but, unfortunately, the Riley 
family is experiencing this same heart-
break. A loophole in our law means 
Sarah’s killer escaped justice, but, 
today, we can do something to ensure 
no other family has to go through the 
pain Sarah’s parents have felt every 
day for 8 long years. 

My bill, named in Sarah’s honor, 
would close the alarming loophole that 
let Sarah’s killer go free. It would just 
require ICE to detain—just to detain— 
otherwise deportable illegal immi-
grants charged with killing or seri-
ously injuring another person. 

Is that too much to ask? To detain 
someone who has killed another Amer-
ican? 

It also requires ICE to inform victims 
and family members of critical infor-

mation pertaining to the investigation. 
Right now, family members are left in 
the dark. Had Sarah’s Law been en-
acted at the time of her death, law en-
forcement would have detained her 
killer instead of allowing him to flee 
from justice. The Root family would 
have been kept up-to-date on his status 
and Federal immigration authorities’ 
efforts to remove him from the coun-
try. 

Simply put, this should be an easy 
one, folks. Sarah and Laken’s deaths 
are both tragic and, unfortunately, are 
doomed to be repeated, thanks to this 
administration’s broken and ill-in-
formed policies. 

Those who come here illegally and 
harm our citizens should, without 
question, be a priority for removal. It 
is just common sense, folks. 

Otherwise deportable illegal immi-
grants who commit violent crimes— 
they commit them here. They should 
face justice. We can no longer 
prioritize illegal immigrants over pub-
lic safety. We must pass Sarah’s Law 
to send this message loud and clear— 
for Sarah’s family, for Laken’s family, 
and for the countless American fami-
lies that Sarah’s Law would protect. 

Madam President, as if in legislative 
session and not withstanding rule 
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Judiciary Committee be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 160 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration; further, that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The majority whip. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, as 

chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and reserving the right to ob-
ject, I want to make it clear that we 
can all agree: Noncitizens who are con-
victed of committing violent crime 
should be detained and removed from 
the United States, period. 

Under current law—under current 
law—any noncitizen who entered the 
country illegally, violated the terms of 
their status, or had their visa revoked, 
can be ordered detained by ICE offi-
cials. Current law—current law—also 
requires the detention of individuals 
with serious criminal convictions and 
those who have committed murder, 
rape, or any crime of violence or theft 
offense with a term of imprisonment of 
at least 1 year. 

The law also gives ICE the discretion 
to detain or release a noncitizen in 
cases where a noncitizen has merely 
been charged but not convicted. 

This bill that we are considering now 
from the Senator from Iowa would re-
quire ICE to detain any individual 
charged with a crime that resulted in 
death or serious bodily injury of an-
other person, pending their criminal 
case, no matter what the cir-
cumstances or the nature of the crime, 
and no exceptions. 
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