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have undertaken, but Democrats are
serious about getting something done.

But as I have said from the begin-
ning, any outcome on the border has to
be bipartisan. It has to be something
that can get 60 votes in the Senate. We
believe we can get it done, so we are
going to keep working.

Now, there are many on the hard
right who are trying desperately to kill
these negotiations before they even fin-
ish. Many of them are motivated by
naked partisanship; others are taking
cues from Donald Trump. These hard-
right saboteurs talk on and on about
the need to fix the border, but now
they don’t actually want to see a bipar-
tisan solution on the border—which is
the only kind of solution, of course,
that can pass.

But here in the Senate, both sides
have an obligation to make sure these
hard-right voices stay in the minority.
We must let the negotiators finish
their work. Too much—too much—
hangs in the balance for our national
security, for our border, for our friends
around the world.

This is especially true for the war in
Ukraine. Very soon, we will reach the
2-year mark since Putin commenced
his illegal invasion, and the war now
stands at a turning point. American
aid, which has been so crucial for help-
ing our Ukrainian friends hold the line,
has been exhausted. The only way to
provide more aid is through Congres-
sional action, and it is essential that
Congress acts because as UKkraine’s
supplies run low, Russia’s supplies are
replenishing.

According to a report yesterday,
weapons from North Korea are now
making their way to the battlefield, in-
cluding North Korean missiles. The
more weapons from North Korea that
enter the war, the more precious re-
sources Ukraine will be forced to use to
shoot these weapons down, resources
that are already in short supply.

In fact, Ukrainian commanders have
already said they have been forced to
ration munitions because they don’t
know when—or if—another round of
American aid is coming their way.

So, to my Senate colleagues, it is
quite simple. As President Zelenskyy
himself told us over a month ago, if the
U.S. Congress approves more aid to
Ukraine, they can win the war against
Putin. But if Congress fails to act,
Ukraine faces defeat.

And make no mistake, a defeat for
Ukraine will make the world a more
dangerous place for the United States.
Whatever costs we bear to resist Putin
today will be magnified in the future.

We dare not go down that road. We
dare not shrink from our obligations to
defend democracy in its hour of need.

Our friends in Ukraine need our help.
So we must answer their call by fin-
ishing work on the supplemental.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———
SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, the
goals of supplemental national security
legislation are pretty straightforward.
We need to restore security and order
at our southern border. We need to help
the fight against authoritarian aggres-
sion in Europe, we need to invest seri-
ously in competition with our top stra-
tegic adversary. And we need to stand
side by side with Israel and other allies
to impose real costs and restore real
deterrence against Iran and its ter-
rorist proxies.

Keeping America safe, securing our
interests, standing with our allies—it
is a basic appeal to a fundamental gov-
erning responsibility. But, unfortu-
nately, it is especially evident in the
Middle East that the Biden administra-
tion and some of our colleagues here in
the Congress have yet to muster the re-
solve and clarity to fulfill this respon-
sibility. Three and a half months after
Iran-backed terrorists slaughtered 1,200
Israelis on October 7, the resolve
among some Washington Democrats to
help our allies fight back seems to be
flagging.

I have said repeatedly that Israel de-
serves the time, space, and support it
needs to restore its security. But, in-
creasingly, the administration and
some of our colleagues have expressed
a different sentiment—that America
deserves the final say in how Israel
conducts its defense.

Just consider the renewed fixation
with rushing—rushing—to a two-state
solution. First, why would any of us
think it is a good idea to reward Hamas
and the Palestinians who rejoiced on
October 7 with a state? Who, I might
ask, do our colleagues expect is ready
to govern such a state?

We know the answer is not Hamas.
Every time those terrorists have faced
a choice between improving the lives of
Palestinians and taking the lives of
Israelis, Hamas has chosen the latter.
Billions upon billions of dollars in
international aid and yet the only
thing Gaza’s rulers appear to have cho-
sen to invest in is lethal weapons and
terror tunnels.

Hamas certainly doesn’t want a two-
state solution. It wants to destroy
Israel ‘“‘from the river to the sea.”

Palestinians have endured the raw
oppression of their supposed leaders’
corruption and terrorism for genera-
tions. Make no mistake, the most
prominent alternative to Hamas is not
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substantially better than the darlings
of Iran’s terrorist network.

Leaders of the Palestinian Authority,
from Arafat to Abu Mazen, have re-
jected every chance at an agreement to
live in peace. The PA is also relent-
lessly and thoroughly corrupt. Their
officials may skim off the top to line
their own pockets rather than line ter-
rorist tunnels with concrete like
Hamas, but the result for average Pal-
estinians is not dissimilar.

I cannot understand why some of my
Democratic colleagues, including the
chair of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, who pushed so hard to pass leg-
islation combating global corruption,
now want to shovel billions of taxpayer
dollars to one of the most corrupt enti-
ties on the entire planet.

If we are serious about countering
corruption, there is no choice. There is
no better place to start than with the
Palestinian Authority. If there is a
path to peace between Israelis and Pal-
estinians, it is not through rewarding
terror. It is through new Palestinian
leaders and reformed institutions fo-
cused on improving lives, not
radicalizing a generation of martyrs to
destroy Israel.

And yet some Washington Democrats
seem infected by a new form of BDS. I
don’t mean the vile ‘““Boycott, Divest-
ment, Sanctions’ agenda that seeks to
delegitimize the Jewish State, al-
though the growing prominence of this
movement on the left is also truly wor-
risome. I mean ‘‘Bibi Derangement
Syndrome’—Bibi Derangement Syn-
drome.” My colleagues seem to allow
their personal feelings about Israel’s
democratically elected Prime Minister
to cloud their views about Israel.

More recently, the American left is
outraged that the Prime Minister
would cast doubt on the Biden adminis-
tration’s desire to leap back into nego-
tiations about a two-state solution.
Perhaps they should listen to Israel’s
President, Isaac Herzog, a long-stand-
ing leader of the Israeli left.

Just last week, President Herzog put
to rest any notion that Prime Minister
Netanyahu is the obstacle to peace.
““No Israeli in his right mind,” he said,
is focused on peace negotiations. He
went on to explain that ‘‘Israelis lost
trust in the peace process because they
see that terror is glorified by our
neighbors.”

But he also reiterated a more funda-
mental point, one that my colleagues
might do well to consider. Here is what
he said: ‘““The world has to face it point
blank: there is an empire of evil ema-
nating from Iran,” and Iran’s activities
undermine any chance for peace and
stability.

If we are serious about giving peace
any hope of success, America must con-
tinue to stand with our ally Israel as it
removes Hamas terrorists from any
calculus of Palestinians’ future. We
must demand significant reforms of the
Palestinian Authority, and we must
lead the international effort to impose
real—real—costs on Tehran until it
changes its behavior.
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ANTI-SEMITISM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Now, on a recent
matter, I have spoken recently about
the existential choice facing America’s
most elite universities. In the wake of
October 7, an alarming surge of anti-
Semitic hate swirled around the
loftiest campuses in our country. And,
as we are all painfully aware by now,
the responses of university administra-
tors were not exactly profiles in cour-
age—from the equivocations and weak
public statements to the absurd double
standard invoked in testimony before
Congress.

After months of alumni uproar and
pressure from the public, Harvard and
Penn appeared to recognize that it was
time for new management. As I have
said, universities shopping for presi-
dents would do well to focus their
search on rigorous scholarly integrity,
moral clarity, and a rock-solid com-
mitment to the even enforcement of
free speech.

Unfortunately, we are still waiting to
see any real signs that these univer-
sities have actually taken the lessons
of the past few months to heart. Har-
vard, for its part, rolled out a new
Presidential Task Force on Combating
Anti-Semitism to much fanfare. It
sounds promising—that is, until you
learn that the choice for the cochair of
the panel has a record of calling Israel
a ‘‘regime of apartheid.”

The university has also made no
plans to terminate an exchange part-
nership with the university in the West
Bank that proclaimed ‘‘glory for Mar-
tyrs” in the wake of October 7 and
whose students have even been arrested
for planning a terrorist attack with
weapons supplied by Hamas.

So you would be forgiven for assum-
ing that cutting overt ties with ter-
rorist-affiliated organizations would be
step one in any serious effort to reform
a university. These responses would be

laughable if they didn’t have such
clear, measurable, dangerous con-
sequences.

Just last month, a poll showed one in
five Americans between the ages of 18
and 29 doubts—doubts—that the Holo-
caust happened. Let me say that again.
Just last month, a poll showed 1 in 5
Americans between the ages of 18 and
29 doubting that the Holocaust hap-
pened. Perhaps this shouldn’t surprise
us when we look at young people in
post-modern critical theory that
subjectivizes norms and endlessly
deconstructs the wisdom of the ages
and problematizes and assails the very
notion of objective truth.

The Holocaust is not an alternative
fact. It is not simply a narrative to be
questioned by a student’s lived experi-
ences; yet 20 percent of the young peo-
ple in this country doubt whether the
most vile and systematic genocide of
Jews in the history of the world ever
happened.

The most elite universities vying to
shape their minds have now spent
months in an embarrassing public
struggle to avoid reckoning with their
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role in a rise in anti-Semitic hate. If
these institutions ever hope to reclaim
any mantle of cultural authority they
once held, they might want to start
with taking the world’s oldest form of
hate a bit more seriously.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip.

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE
SURVIVORS WEEK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to honor the
sixth annual National Gun Violence
Survivors Week.

This week, we recognize the unbeliev-
able toll of gun violence in America,
and we offer our support to the sur-
vivors who are left behind.

No State or city is safe from the epi-
demic of gun violence. Just yesterday,
in Joliet, IL, less than an hour outside
of Chicago, seven lives were taken
within minutes by a shooter with a
gun.

Joliet Police Chief Bill Evans said:

I've been a police officer for 29 years, and
this is the worst crime scene I've ever been
associated with.

In Highland Park, IL, a shooter with
an assault rifle fired 83 rounds in less
than 60 seconds at a Fourth of July pa-
rade in 2022, killing seven innocent peo-
ple and wounding dozens before law en-
forcement could finally even identify
where he was. So much for the theory
of a good person with a gun stopping a
bad person with a gun. When it comes
to assault rifles, that is not even in the
realm of possibility.

Katie Gillman is one of many of my
constituents who was there in High-
land Park. She was with her husband
and two daughters to see the Fourth of
July parade when the shooter opened
fire on the crowd. She and her children
ran for their lives. Katie still lives in
fear that what happened that day could
happen again and that she may not be
able to protect her kids this time.

She recently wrote to me and said:

For close to a year, I have had a deep-seat-
ed fear that my children won’t make it
through the school day due to gun violence.
And each week in the news, there is proof of
these fears.

The unfortunate reality is that
Americans are forced to worry about
whether their kids will be safe from
gun violence at school, at the movies,
at concerts, and at church—virtually
everywhere.

Since 2020, the United States has suf-
fered more than 600 mass shootings
each year—almost 2 a day. There is no
place in America that has been spared.
And guns are now the No. 1 cause of
death for American kids and teenagers.
Think of that. In the entire world, it is
in America that the No. 1 cause of
death of kids and teenagers is guns. It
is not auto accidents, not cancer—
guns.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that an editorial opinion, pub-
lished this morning in the Sun-Times,
entitled ‘‘Illinois’ ban on assault weap-
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ons is working,” be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Chicago Sun Times, Jan. 23, 2024]
ILLINOIS’ BAN ON ASSAULT WEAPONS IS
WORKING

(By Kathleen Sances)

One year ago, the Protect Illinois Commu-
nities Act effectively and immediately
stopped the sale of assault weapons in the
state.

There was no sunset, no grace period. Just
an immediate halt to the manufacturing and
sale of assault weapons that have increased
the number of mass shootings across the
country, high-capacity magazines that fire
multiple rounds in quick succession without
needing to be reloaded and switches that
convert legal handguns into military-style
assault weapons.

And here’s how you measure the success of
that law on the heels of its one-year anniver-
sary: Our analysis of data from the Gun Vio-
lence Archive shows 10% fewer mass shoot-
ings in Illinois between 2022 and 2023; gun
dealers haven’t sold assault weapons in Illi-
nois in the past 12 months and there isn’t
any evidence of violations by dealers.

Gun dealers are complying with the ban,
and that’s evidenced by their complaints
about the loss of sales, collectively costing
dealers millions of dollars, and saving an un-
told number of lives. In fact, when assault
weapons or high-capacity magazines are used
in shootings, 1565% more people are shot and
47% more people are Kkilled.

Just this week, after multiple public meet-
ings that took place in the fall, the rule-
making committee for the Legislature ap-
proved permanent rules clarifying how exist-
ing assault weapons owners can register
their firearms. This makes the process more
specific and easier to understand, leaving no
room for excuses for not complying with the
law.

The reality is that Illinois voters over-
whelmingly elected a governor and rep-
resentatives who were clear on their support
for the assault weapons ban to stop the need-
less bloodshed happening in every corner of
our state. They did what we elected them to
do, and Illinois became only the ninth state
to ban assault weapons.

But the gun lobby doesn’t want to talk
about the immediate success of the assault
weapons ban. Instead, they’re using extrem-
ists like Darren Bailey to tell people to
break the law and not comply, in a flurry of
bullets no less. This may rally the conserv-
ative base, but there’s no doubt that the as-
sault weapons ban is doing exactly what it’s
intended to do: stop the sale of these deadly
weapons in Illinois

In fact, the only people who will be harmed
by not filing these affidavits of ownership
are the existing owners, whose assault weap-
ons were grandfathered in. If owners success-
fully file an affidavit, then there will be no
question as to the legality of their pos-
sessing the firearm. Those who refuse are
subject to misdemeanor charges upon first
offense and felony charges after that. Thou-
sands of responsible gun owners have already
complied.

One year later, we know that the assault
weapons ban has saved countless lives from
the devastating so-called ‘‘everyday gun vio-
lence”’ that has become ingrained
generational trauma for predominantly
Black and Brown low-income communities,
and from the threat of mass shootings that
have repeatedly killed and maimed children,
teachers and families just trying to go about
their daily lives. That’s why we passed this
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