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(The concurrent resolution is printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Resolutions.”)

———

MARCH FOR LIFE

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, as
they have for 50 years now—in rain, in
cold, sunshine and snow—pro-life
Americans will take to the streets of
Washington, DC, tomorrow to march
for life. They come by the tens of thou-
sands from all across the country, in
buses, in cars, and on planes. Young
people—so many young people—and
Americans of every age, from every
walk of life, come to Washington, DC,
for a simple reason: to testify to the
truth enshrined in our declaration,
that all men and women are created
equal; that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights,
and among those are the right to life,
to liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.

And that right to life applies to every
person, not just those the pro-abortion
movement thinks should be allowed to
be born—every person, born and un-
born.

At some level, I think everyone
knows the truth of what abortion is:
the Kkilling of an innocent human
being. The pro-abortion movement and
the Democratic Party—unfortunately,
one and the same these days—have
tried to obscure this truth. They do ev-
erything they can to avoid talking
about the reality of the issue. But I
think even they are well aware that
when we are talking about abortion, we
are talking about the Kkilling of a
human being.

I think they are well aware that a 7-
pound unborn baby is just as human
and just as worthy of life as a 7-pound
baby who has already been born. But
although I think everyone knows the
reality of the issue, it can be easy to
ignore or forget the fact that every
year in this country, hundreds of thou-
sands of babies are being Kkilled by
abortion.

And when I say ‘“‘hundreds of thou-
sands,” I mean hundreds of thousands.
The pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute
reports that ‘“‘In the first 10 months of
2023, there were an estimated 878,000
abortions in the formal U.S. healthcare
system’—878,000. To put that number
in perspective, 878,000 is more than the
entire population of some U.S. States.
That is a lot of lives lost, a lot of love
lost; and we cannot afford to forget
that this is happening.

And, every year, the March for Life
provides us with the powerful re-
minder. The March for Life is a vast as-
sembly of Pro-lifers and, as I said, a
powerful witness.

But it is just one facet of the pro-life
movement. An even bigger work, an
even bigger focus, I might add, of the
pro-life movement is offering hope and
help to moms in need. That goes on
every day in every State around the
country at pregnancy resource centers,
at maternity homes, where moms have
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access to the resources they need to
care for their babies and to get on their
feet—at churches, on college campuses,
and in many other places. Supporting
moms and babies is what the pro-life
movement does, and it is what it will
continue to do no matter how many ob-
stacles are placed in its way.

Madam President, I am committed to
doing everything I can in Washington
to protect babies and to support the
work of the pro-life movement, wheth-
er that is opposing pro-abortion rules
from the administration or working to
advance legislation like my Born-Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act,
which would require that babies born
alive during a botched abortion be
granted the same medical care as any
other baby would be.

I am grateful to all of my colleagues
who stand up for life here in Congress
and the countless Americans who spend
each day standing up for moms and
their babies.

Today, I want to especially thank all
of those who will march through the
streets of Washington tomorrow to re-
mind us all of the reality of abortion
and the importance of defending the
right to life.

Given the grim reality of abortion, it
would be no surprise if the mood at the
March for Life each year were somber.
But I am always struck by the hope
and enthusiasm that emanates from so
many of the marchers, especially the
young people. I think it is because the
marchers know that no matter how
long and how hard the battle, at the
end of the day, life will win.

I firmly believe that, and I look for-
ward to the day when we fully live up
to our founding principles and ensure
that the right to life of every Amer-
ican, born and unborn, is respected.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President,
it is January. It is cold outside. In fact,
it is snowing outside here in Wash-
ington, DC, today and tomorrow. It is
late January, which means what it has
meant for the last five decades: Pro-life
Americans will gather by the hundreds
of thousands in Washington, DC, and
will converge on this city to say: We
think every child is valuable.

Now, I have to tell you, every march
I have been to—and I have been to a
lot—they are all cold. They don’t all
have snow. This one will, but it won’t
dampen the spirits for a lot of stu-
dents, leaders, moms, dads, and little
ones who will come just to be able to
say: We are in America, and we think
life is valuable. We think children are
precious. We think this is an important
issue.

We haven’t always had a March for
Life. We had one for 50 years, actually.
Interestingly enough, when Nellie Gray
and some other pro-life leaders orga-
nized the March for Life starting after
1973—after the Roe v. Wade decision—
they were recognizing an anomaly in
American law.

January 18, 2024

Our Nation has been a nation almost
250 years, but abortion was only man-
dated in every State and every place
just during that short time period
under Roe v. Wade. For the other two
centuries of our Nation, this issue
about the value of life was decided in
every State and among the people.

That is what has occurred again. We
still have abortion in America. It is
happening all over the country. But in-
dividuals are rising up and saying: Our
State, our leaders, and even this Con-
gress needs to have a conversation
about when is a child a child and when
does a child become valuable in our
culture and when is a child disposable
in our culture, and which child can be
disposed of and which child is cele-
brated.

I love this side-by-side picture here. I
don’t know if you can really see it.
This is an ultrasound that is actually
happening in the womb, with this baby
in this position with arms up over her
head.

And a baby sleeps like that. In fact,
both of my daughters often slept like
that. We called that the ‘‘touchdown
position,” when their hands were
raised over their head. It is funny to be
able to see this picture and ultrasound
of this child in the womb sleeping just
like the same way they would later
sleep in the crib.

Do you know why? Because there is
no difference between these two babies.
That is a baby then, and that is a baby
then. The only difference is time. The
only difference between myself right
now and myself 9 months ago was
time—9 months of time. The only dif-
ference between this child in the womb
and that child lying in a crib is just a
little bit of time.

There are literally millions of Ameri-
cans who have this very simple per-
spective. We should—as the march says
this year—march with every woman,
for every child, and we should stand up
for those individuals and to be able to
honor those families. We march in sup-
port of pregnancy resource centers,
those folks who are walking with
women through very difficult decisions
and through very hard moments.

There was a recent study done on
pregnancy resource centers in just 2022
that found that $359 million were do-
nated to individuals through pregnancy
resource centers all over the country.
Those are diapers and wipes. Those are
baby formulas. That is car seats. That
is free ultrasounds. That is free preg-
nancy tests. That is after-abortion sup-
port. And, sometimes, it is strollers
and clothes.

A vast majority of those individuals
who work at these pregnancy resource
centers are heroes, volunteers who give
their time. They have full-time jobs,
tasks with families and in other places,
but they value every single child, even
the children they don’t know and love.
They would donate their time and their
money and their effort just to be able
to say that child is just as valuable as
that child; and that, in America, we
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shouldn’t pick and choose which child
is precious and which child is dispos-
able. We should just say we all are.

This administration has been excep-
tionally aggressive on taking on this
issue of life, pushing back from the
very beginning. For instance, there is a
nurse who was in the process of dealing
with her employer because this nurse
had informed the hospital that she
worked with that she was personally
opposed to abortion—morally, person-
ally opposed to abortion. She was told:
You won’t have to participate in abor-
tion. You have a conscience-right pro-
tection under U.S. law that individuals
can’t be compelled to have an abortion.

She worked at this hospital until one
day she had a doctor and a nurse who
actually compelled her to participate
in an abortion or she would lose her
job. She was not allowed to be able to
have her conscience without losing her
job.

That was in the course of litigation.
In the earliest days of the Biden ad-
ministration, that litigation was just
dismissed, saying: We understand. It is
Federal law that you should have con-
science protections. But we don’t agree
with your opinion, and so you don’t get
conscience protections, only people we
agree with.

That is wrong.

In my State, funding from this ad-
ministration was cut off in my State
for AIDS testing, for screenings, for
breast cancer evaluations. That money
was Federal dollars allocated to my
State to help in healthcare in rural
communities. That money was cut off
by this administration. Do you want to
know why? Because our State would
not promote abortion. And the deter-
mination was made that you won’t get
Federal assistance for AIDS testing or
for breast cancer screening or for as-
sistance in your county health depart-
ments. We are going to cut your funds
off for that if your State chooses not to
promote abortion.

Our State stepped up and said: We be-
lieve every child is valuable—both of
those kids—and we will find a way to
do it on our own.

In the meantime, this administration
is cutting off funds for AIDS testing
because they don’t like people in our
State, our opinion about the value of
life. This administration has just pro-
posed to cut off temporary assistance
for needy families to pro-life centers.
As I mentioned before, some of these
pregnancy resource centers give out
food, clothing, and assistance. They
have been a part of the TANF Program
for years and years and years.

This administration proposed to be
able to cut them off to say: If you as-
sist families but also don’t promote
abortion, you can’t actually assist fam-
ilies. You are not one of us.

They are literally telling to those
Americans that you don’t agree with
the administration. So you don’t count
because you are actually trying to pro-
tect life. We won’t help you do that.

This administration is currently try-
ing to use the Emergency Medical

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Treatment and Labor Act to force doc-
tors to provide abortions, even though
that law that they are using specifi-
cally and explicitly protects pregnant
moms and unborn children. But they
are currently trying to be able to twist
it the other way.

This administration is currently
fighting an issue on chemical abor-
tions—chemical abortions that have
been around for years. That is a two-
drug cocktail where the first drug ac-
tually disconnects the child from the
connection in the womb and starves
them. The second pill causes that de-
livery. It causes the contraction of the
uterus, and they have an abortion at
home. It is a do-it-yourself kit for at
home.

For years, that has been a very spe-
cific issue. There was only a certain
specific time period that you could ac-
tually use that drug cocktail, knowing
that if the child was just a few weeks
older, it causes a real danger to the
mom. Or if this was an ectopic preg-
nancy, it could actually take the life of
that mom. Or if the mom has the
wrong blood type, it could cause the
mom not to be able to have children in
the future.

In the past, a physician would have
to connect with that mom before they
would get this drug cocktail. This ad-
ministration has continued to fight to
say: No, they don’t need to see a physi-
cian. They can just get it mailed to
them.

And in a situation with an ectopic
pregnancy, literally, the side effects
from having the do-it-yourself abortion
at home may look similar to the side
effects of an ectopic pregnancy, but
there is no way to know unless you get
that ultrasound. And they will never
know.

Listen, I am fully aware that this ad-
ministration is aggressive about trying
to provide more abortions in the coun-
try. Why would they put women’s lives
at risk to be able to make it more con-
venient to be able to have an abortion?

It is January. We are talking about
this issue of abortion because the
March for Life is happening. But there
are literally millions of Americans all
around the country who are going to
continue to be able to talk about this
issue of life in every way that they can
because they look at these two chil-
dren—literally, a few weeks apart—and
they think both of them are valuable. I
don’t think that is a radical concept.

We live in a culture in America that
is committed to tolerance, acceptance,
and diversity, but it seems to be so for
every area except for that child. That
child doesn’t get to have tolerance, ac-
ceptance, and be welcomed into a cul-
ture. That child is sometimes deter-
mined to be disposable.

I want to say to the millions of
Americans who see both of these kids
and who think both of them are valu-
able: Continue to be able to love peo-
ple, to be able to walk alongside those
moms, to be able to encourage in every
way that you can because, as a culture,
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as we Kkeep talking about this issue,
more and more people will look at
these two pictures and will say: You
are right. They both look like children
to me. Why don’t we treat them equal?

That is what we should be all about
as a country, and that is why we march
every cold January.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE HARDING UNIVER-
SITY FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2023 NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
DIVISION II NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I be-
seech you and ask for unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. Res. 527, which is at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 527) to commend and
congratulate the Harding University football
team for winning the 2023 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division II na-
tional championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

527) was

———

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I
also ask the incredible Senator pre-
siding for unanimous consent that the
senior Senator from Montana be au-
thorized to sign duly enrolled bills or
joint resolutions from January 18, 2024,
through January 22, 2024.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY
19, 2024, THROUGH MONDAY, JAN-
UARY 22, 2024

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 3 p.m.
on Monday, January 22; that following
the prayer and pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
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