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Pam was a rock for Ohioans. She was 

a rock for other staff persons because 
she had already had a life of service 
and, especially, was a mentor to young 
people in the office. And she was a 
source of hope. She made things hap-
pen. 

We have calculated this. She worked 
on 1,331 cases in those 5 years. She was 
a relentless advocate, known for quick 
responses in care and handling. And for 
every case, she provided a space for 
Ohioans to be heard and showed unwav-
ering kindness. 

In letters people sent us and descrip-
tions people gave of Pam during the 
time and since her death, the word 
‘‘kindness’’ comes back over and over 
and over again. Humility is the founda-
tion of virtue, and I would say kindness 
is too. And Pam understood that. She 
didn’t bring that to our office; she had 
lived her life that way. 

Ohioans were lucky to have Pam on 
their side. We were lucky to have her 
on our team. For some Ohioans, she re-
solved disputes with the Veterans Ad-
ministration or the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice. For others, she helped secure a fed-
erally compliant driver’s license. One 
Ohioan shared that, because of Pam, he 
was able to return to his union job as 
a driver for UPS. And those jobs, be-
cause they have an effective union— 
something Pam understood—those jobs 
have good pay, good benefits, good re-
tirement—again, because of an effec-
tive union at the bargaining table. 
Pam understood all of that, but this 
was a gentleman who needed a little 
bit of help to return to that job. 

In the numerous notes she received, 
they thanked her for her dedication 
and determination in seeing her cases 
through. They wrote in for different 
reasons. Every letter shared heartfelt 
gratitude and warm wishes. In reading 
those letters, it is clear the impact 
that Pam had. Again, ‘‘kindness’’—we 
heard that word over and over. 

‘‘After receiving help from Pam,’’ one 
Ohioan wrote in—I mean, people, after 
they get help, most of them don’t 
think about writing in because we are 
the government, even though we are 
individual people in the government, 
and the caseworkers are doing what 
they do. But people don’t think to 
write in. But an unusually high, an in-
ordinate number of people wrote in to 
thank Pam Rosado. 

This one Ohioan wrote: 
There is tremendous value in being able to 

speak with a kind and understanding person 
after hours on the internet. 

Then he wrote: 
You are exceptional, Ms. Rosado. 

My staff and I couldn’t agree more. 
She was exceptional. She cared deeply 
for the people in her life, strangers 
whom she met through our office—or 
never met, only online or on the phone 
or a few coming in. But she cared deep-
ly for the people in her life. 

She was closest to her family, her 
friends, her colleagues, and, of course, 
every Ohioan who reached out. And ac-
tion always accompanied that care. 

She wanted to help everyone have a 
better day, a better life. That makes a 
difference for so many Ohioans and so 
many of our colleagues. 

To my staff—to the person, I be-
lieve—Pam was more than a coworker. 
She was a friend. She believed in her 
colleagues. She lifted them up. She 
knew our job was to help people indi-
vidually, including coworkers. 

Her joy, her spirit were infectious. 
She lit up every room she walked into. 
This past November, in a meeting that 
we did with all members of the staff, 
she greeted everyone with excitement 
as she reconnected with colleagues. 

We have offices all over the State: 
Cleveland and Columbus and Cin-
cinnati and Lorain. So they don’t all 
see each other all the time. 

And she met new members of our 
team. Whenever a staffwide email went 
out announcing a departure or a new 
hire—we have had members, people on 
our staff—it seems to be happening a 
good bit—who are called up to serve in 
the military or they are National 
Guard people, or whenever somebody 
leaves for a better job or retires or 
whatever it is, she was the first to re-
spond with heartfelt congratulations, 
words of encouragement, and—several 
people told me—a smiley face emoji. 
She made every member of this office 
feel appreciated and welcomed, and 
that warmth touched each of us. 

In the Cleveland office where she 
worked, her laugh filled the halls as 
she spoke with constituents and col-
leagues. When you heard her, you 
couldn’t help but smile and laugh too. 
She made a difference for every mem-
ber of our staff and for so many Ohio-
ans. Our office is a better place because 
of Pam. Ohio is better because of her. 

It wasn’t just in our office. Through-
out Pam’s entire life, she served others 
and fought for others. 

She served the community in a num-
ber of ways. She served on nonprofit 
boards. She was an active member of 
her church and community, and she 
was a mentor to aspiring advocates and 
policymakers. 

Before joining our office—and this 
was the first time, I believe, years ago; 
I believe it was the first time I met 
Pam—she was the political director of 
the Service Employees International 
Union, a union that typically rep-
resents people who are not the highest 
income workers. They are people who, 
because they have a union, make a liv-
ing wage and have the kind of benefits 
that unions bring. She was their polit-
ical director. 

She advocated for the United Labor 
Agency. She organized and taught 
classes to future union leaders about 
the history of the labor movement. 
Something, my God—I know that some 
people in this body don’t think we 
should teach history, and many don’t 
even think of the history of the labor 
movement. She understood that if you 
know the history of the labor move-
ment, you know the history of the mid-
dle class, you know the history of the 

dignity of work. She taught about the 
fight for good jobs, good benefits, and 
what their union card means. 

She dedicated a decade of her career 
to leading outreach for Policy Matters 
Ohio. She made sure their efforts were 
grounded in what workers needed and 
reached as many Ohioans as possible. 

Her colleagues at Policy Matters rec-
ognize Pam’s integral role in making 
the think tank and the labor move-
ment what they are today. They recall 
Pam’s ability to make things happen, 
whether it was planning a last-minute 
event or helping to secure an Ohioan’s 
deserved interim benefits. 

That ability made her an indispen-
sable member of our team. Frankly, it 
made her an indispensable member of 
any team that she interacted with or 
was a part of. 

Her legacy will be upheld by her 
friends, her family, and every member 
of our staff. We honor her memory. We 
grieve for her mother and her family. 
We will honor it by continuing her pub-
lic service, her activism, her advocacy, 
and the work we believe in and she be-
lieved in, as we fight for Ohioans with 
her tenacity and dedication. 

Today, our thoughts are with Pam’s 
family, her friends, those who knew 
and loved Pam, my staff, all who had 
the privilege of working alongside her, 
and all who had the privilege of bene-
fitting from her work. And that was a 
huge number of people in a State of 12 
million. 

This office will be forever grateful for 
our time with Pam. We will miss her 
every day. I am grateful for my years 
of time with Pam, on and off, in her 
different roles, and we were thrilled to 
have her as a member of our staff. 

May she rest in peace. 
f 

RECESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:47 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. ROSEN). 

f 

AMENDING THE PERMANENT 
ELECTRONIC DUCK STAMP ACT 
OF 2013—Motion to Proceed—Con-
tinued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

ROSEN). The Senator from Missouri. 
CHAMPIONS OF MISSOURI 

Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, I 
rise to bring this body’s attention to 13 
extraordinary Missourians who truly 
embody the best that our great State 
has to offer. They represent the inau-
gural class of my office’s new Cham-
pions of Missouri Program, which seeks 
to identify and honor Missourians who 
have gone above and beyond the call of 
duty, selflessly served their commu-
nity, and achieved great things. 

These 13 honorees span the State of 
Missouri—including St. Louis, Her-
mann, Kansas City, Wentzville, Seda-
lia, Springfield, Fulton, Memphis, 
Fredericktown, and the bootheel. 
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All of these honorees represent serv-

ice, sacrifice, and success and make me 
proud to be a Missourian. 

The first Missourian I want to honor 
today is Detective Sergeant Mason 
Griffith, who was tragically killed in 
the line of duty in March of 2023. Ser-
geant Griffith and Officer Adam 
Sullentrup of the Hermann Police De-
partment responded to a disturbance 
call at a local gas station. When a 
shootout occurred, Sergeant Griffith 
was shot and sadly killed. 

Sergeant Griffith served his commu-
nity with distinction and truly had a 
servant’s heart. In addition to serving 
the Hermann Police Department for 12 
years, he was the chief of police in his 
hometown of Rosebud and a Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff in the Gasconade Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. 

Many describe Sergeant Griffith as 
one of the most kind and helpful people 
you would ever come across. His wife 
Jennifer and son Carson and friends are 
up in the Senate Gallery here today, 
and it was my distinct pleasure to 
present the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
honoring Sergeant Griffith to her and 
him earlier today. 

While this is merely a small token of 
mine and Missouri’s gratitude for your 
husband’s service and sacrifice, it is 
my hope that his memory will continue 
in the hearts and minds of those 
touched by his life and his service. 
Thank you, Sergeant Griffith, for your 
unwavering commitment to safety in 
your community. You truly are a 
Champion of Missouri. 

Another honoree is Officer Adam 
Sullentrup, who was with Sergeant 
Mason Griffith on that fateful disturb-
ance call in March of 2023. Officer 
Sullentrup was shot and critically in-
jured in what ultimately would be a 20- 
hour standoff with the suspect. 

After spending 7 months in a Colo-
rado rehab hospital to recover from his 
injuries, Officer Sullentrup was finally 
able to come home to his family right 
before Thanksgiving. 

His community in Washington, MO, 
lined the highways to welcome him 
back home, a true testament to his 
character and his unwavering service 
to keeping his fellow Missourians safe. 

My prayers are with him, his wife 
Michelle, and their entire family as he 
continues to recover. Thank you, Offi-
cer Sullentrup. You are truly a Cham-
pion of Missouri. 

Next up is Captain Philip Gregory of 
Fredericktown, MO. Captain Gregory 
proudly served with the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol for over three decades, 
working to keep his community safe. 
Before joining the Missouri State High-
way Patrol, Captain Gregory served as 
an EMT and a paramedic. 

In his law enforcement career, Cap-
tain Gregory has served as a zone su-
pervisor, a criminal investigator, a cor-
poral, a sergeant, a lieutenant, an as-
sistant division director, and, finally, a 
captain. After 30 years of service and 
sacrifice, Captain Gregory retired in 
August of 2023. 

I wish him and his wife Tanya all the 
best in his hard-earned retirement. 
Thank you for your years of service to 
our great State, Captain Gregory. You 
are truly a champion for our great 
State. 

Nancy Baumgartner Hanson is a resi-
dent of Fulton, MO, and has done truly 
incredible work for individuals with 
disabilities. Nancy saw a need in her 
community when her daughter Shelby, 
a decorated Special Olympics athlete, 
graduated high school and needed a 
safe and supporting place to start her 
adult life. 

Nancy is leading the charge to put a 
WeBUILT in Fulton, which is a self- 
sustaining community development 
that provides a safe shelter for individ-
uals with disabilities. It would be the 
first of its kind in Missouri. 

Additionally, Nancy has hosted iCan 
Bike in Fulton for nearly a decade, 
which teaches individuals with disabil-
ities how to ride a bike, fostering inde-
pendence and confidence. 

As the father of a son with disabil-
ities, I know just how important these 
programs are in giving those living 
with disabilities more opportunities. 
Thank you, Nancy, for your great work 
that you have done to support those 
who sometimes need it most. You are 
truly a Champion of Missouri. 

John Meehan has had a storied career 
and has been a mainstay in Sedalia, 
MO, for decades. Throughout his ca-
reer, John served as vice president of 
Third National Bank from 1982 to 2009; 
served as Pettis County presiding com-
missioner from 2011 to 2014; served on 
the board of directors for the United 
Way in Sedalia, Pettis County, from 
2008 to 2015; served as president of the 
board of directors for the Sedalia Area 
Chamber of Commerce from 2017 to 
2018; and has served as council chair-
man of the Wesley United Methodist 
Church since 2016. 

John also is an active member in 
civic organizations in the area. He 
spent a majority of his career aiming 
to make his community a better place. 
Thank you, John, for your commit-
ment to Sedalia. You are truly a Cham-
pion of Missouri. 

Next up, Kevin Jeffries and Justin 
Parrack were driving along the high-
way when they noticed a car veering 
off the road and into a median. The 
driver was having an untimely medical 
emergency. Kevin and Justin sprang 
into action, entering through the pas-
senger door of the car, stopped the car, 
administered CPR, and ultimately 
saved the life of the driver. 

For their heroic actions, Kevin and 
Justin were both bestowed with the 
Honorary Trooper Award, the highest 
civilian honor bestowed by the State 
Highway Patrol. 

While Kevin and Justin both insist 
they aren’t heroes, I think my fellow 
Missourians would agree with me that 
they are. Thank you, Kevin and Justin, 
for your swift thinking and decisive ac-
tions that saved a life. You are both 
truly Champions of Missouri. 

Adam and Melinda Hendrix lost their 
23-year-old son Justin to a heroin over-
dose in 2017. In his honor, Adam and 
Melinda started Justin Delivers Hope, 
a charity that has done unbelievable 
work to combat opioid abuse and addic-
tion in their hometown of Wentzville 
and in the broader St. Louis region. 

JDH has raised money for education 
efforts, distributed lifesaving Narcan 
to family members and friends of users, 
and has worked with local police de-
partments to fund more canine units to 
fight drug-related crime. Since its 
founding, JDH has funded 18 canine 
units to work in local police depart-
ments in St. Charles, and those units 
have helped officers confiscate nearly 
300 pounds of illegal drugs in 2022. 

Thank you, Adam and Melinda, for 
honoring your son Justin by building a 
critical resource for those struggling 
with opioid abuse and addiction. You 
truly are Champions of Missouri. 

Hannah Montgomery is an inspira-
tion to her community. Hannah has 
been in a motorized wheelchair since 
January of 2020 due to a neurological 
disorder caused by inflammation of her 
spinal cord, but she hasn’t let that 
keep her down. Hannah has been in-
volved in her local 4–H program since 
she was 6 years old and has a passion 
for showing her pigs. 

Hannah was recently selected as the 
Adair County SB40 Spotlight Award re-
cipient for Kids Inclusion. Hannah’s 
positive attitude, love for life, and per-
severance in the face of adversity is 
something we can all learn from. 
Thank you, Hannah. You are truly a 
Champion of Missouri. 

Jim Chappell ran Chappell’s Res-
taurant and Sports Museum from 1986 
to 2018, and Chappell’s has become a 
Kansas City legend and so has Jim. For 
years and years, there was no better 
place to grab dinner, a beer, watch a 
Chiefs or Royals game than Chappell’s. 
Jim’s eclectic watering hole for the 
Kansas City sports diehards also fea-
tured a unique collection of rare sports 
memorabilia that Jim himself curated. 

Outside of the walls of Chappell’s, 
Jim demonstrated a tremendous spirit 
of service across business, civic, and 
community organizations. Thank you, 
Jim, for building a memorable safe 
haven for Kansas City sports fans and 
for fostering a stronger, deeper commu-
nity. You truly are a Champion of Mis-
souri. 

The city of St. Louis recently wel-
comed its newest sports team, the St. 
Louis City Soccer Club. We had an ex-
traordinary inaugural season in front 
of thousands and thousands of adoring 
fans. One City player, Miguel Perez, is 
an exemplary ambassador for St. Louis 
and the State of Missouri. Just 2 days 
after graduating from Pattonville High 
School, Miguel scored his first career 
MLS goal for St. Louis City. Hailing 
from St. Louis, Miguel has dem-
onstrated an intense dedication to the 
sport that he loves and represents that 
playoff team with a lot of hard work 
and great work ethic. It is safe to as-
sume we can expect great things from 
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Miguel, and we are certainly happy to 
have him in St. Louis. Miguel, you are 
truly a Champion of Missouri. 

Last but not least, is Sheryl 
Lynnette Branch-Maxwell, affection-
ately known as Ms. Sherry. Ms. Sherry 
has dedicated her time and energy in 
empowering youth in Missouri’s 
bootheel through education and 
mentorship. Ms. Sherry’s work as a 
program educator at Lincoln Univer-
sity Cooperative Extension in Charles-
ton, MO, has been pivotal in imple-
mented programs focused on leader-
ship, self-esteem, and anti-drug initia-
tives. Ms. Sherry has worked to im-
prove the well-being and development 
of our youth in daycare facilities and 
Head Start centers. Thank you, Ms. 
Sherry, for spending your time and in-
vesting in the well-being of our State’s 
children and young adults. You truly 
are a Champion of Missouri. 

These Missourians have dedicated 
their time, energy, and efforts to im-
proving the lives of others in their 
communities, and for that they should 
be commended and honored. 

It is critical that we continue to 
honor ordinary Missourians who do ex-
traordinary things. These 13 individ-
uals represent the best of the ‘‘Show- 
Me’’ State and truly exemplify what it 
means to be a Champion of Missouri. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN GAZA 

Ms. ERNST. Madam President, these 
are the faces of the six Americans who 
have been at the mercy of Iran-backed 
Hamas for over 100 days. They are 
brothers, sons, husbands, fathers, and 
grandfathers. They range in age from 
18 to 62. 

Their families have been sick with 
worry. They have been sick with fear 
day after day, not knowing whether 
their loved ones are even alive. As they 
cry out for answers and action, the 
families have yet once again returned 
to Congress, looking for hope and look-
ing for leadership. These requests 
should not go unanswered. 

During Hamas’s October 7 terrorist 
assault on Israel, I was in the Middle 
East leading a bicameral, bipartisan 
delegation to bring a message of peace 
and optimism for further normaliza-
tion in the region. But Hamas shat-
tered this dream for millions in the re-
gion and beyond. 

We woke up to the terrible news on 
October 7, knowing that the world was 
altered and plans had changed. The del-
egation unanimously agreed that we 
needed to go into Israel immediately, 
as the first group on the ground to 
stand with our ally in the face of this 
devastation. 

In Israel, we met with families in an-
guish after Hamas had taken our citi-
zens—American citizens—hostage and 
had killed over 30 Americans in the ini-
tial assault. 

Since then, I have remained in con-
stant contact with these hostage fami-
lies. I heard their calls on behalf of 

their loved ones: Bring them home. 
Bring them home now. 

The response has only been words. 
Where is the action from this adminis-
tration, and where is the outrage from 
our fellow Americans? 

Still, over 100 days later, many do 
not know the status of their loved 
ones. That is why I returned with the 
same delegation from October, plus 
one, to the region at the beginning of 
this year—to build upon our work and 
press for the release of our American 
hostages; to tell the families and the 
heads of state in the region that the 
safe return of hostages is our No. 1 pri-
ority. 

Back in Israel, we saw firsthand the 
impact of Hamas’s brutality at kibbutz 
Nir Oz, a place that, pre-October 7, 
could have been described as an oasis 
in the desert, a gentle farming commu-
nity of peace-loving people. We were 
guided through the wreckage by a gen-
tleman who called this kibbutz home 
and whose own son is an American 
being held hostage. In this community 
of peace lovers, Hamas burned homes, 
they terrorized children, they killed 
the innocent, put bullets into bed-
rooms, and violated the very founda-
tion of peace that the kibbutz stood 
for. 

Armed with heart-wrenching stories 
from each of the hostage families, our 
delegation traveled to Egypt, Qatar, 
and Bahrain. Our message was clear: 
Bring Americans home. This was the 
message I delivered to the senior lead-
ers and hostage negotiators in each of 
those countries. It is a message backed 
by the entire bicameral, bipartisan del-
egation. We pressed our partners in the 
region to bring Hamas back to the ne-
gotiating table and release our citizens 
immediately. 

Still, we must do more. These hos-
tage families deserve answers imme-
diately, and it is clear they are des-
perately looking for action from Presi-
dent Biden and his team. 

Shockingly, we are witnessing the 
absolute wrong action from the Biden 
administration staff. As American hos-
tages sit in Gaza in tunnels, captives of 
Hamas, some of the Biden administra-
tion staff are staging walkouts and de-
manding a ceasefire with Hamas. It is 
unbelievable that they are standing up 
for terrorists torturing our American 
brothers and sisters. Without a doubt, 
these staff members should be fired. 
Where is their outrage against Hamas? 
Where is the protest demanding that 
Hamas release their fellow citizens? 

In the face of the vacuum created by 
this administration, Congress has a 
role to play in bringing Americans 
home, and that is a role I have stepped 
into. And congressional pressure is 
working. Already, the world is wit-
nessing some of the effects of this call 
to action. After meeting with leaders 
in Qatar, Qatari negotiators reportedly 
paved the way for Israel to send medi-
cine to the hostages in Gaza for the 
first time since October 7. 

I am glad to see Qatar has responded 
to our calls to action; however, this is 

only a first and a very modest step. 
More action is required, and I will con-
tinue to fight to get Americans home 
immediately. After all, every day that 
Hamas holds Americans captive is a 
win for evil. That is why I will con-
tinue to hold our partners’ feet to the 
fire to reunite these families. 

I encourage every Member in this 
body and every American to join me in 
pressuring Hamas to free our citizens. 
American lives are on the line. Folks, 
now is a time for choosing. 

As these hostage families call out for 
the strength of America to reunite 
them with their loved ones, there 
should be only one response: Bring our 
hostages home now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
HONORING DEPUTY JUSTIN SMITH 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today with my friend and col-
league, Senator COTTON, to recognize 
the service and the sacrifice of Stone 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Justin Smith, 
who was fatally wounded in the line of 
duty on January 2, 2024. 

It takes a special person to wear a 
law enforcement officer’s uniform. For 
Deputy Smith, being part of this select 
group of individuals called to serve and 
protect was a dream come true. He was 
a distinguished member of the law en-
forcement community for 24 years, 
honorably serving first as a corrections 
officer in Jackson and Independence 
Counties and then as a constable and 
deputy sheriff in Stone County, where 
he spent 14 years. 

Deputy Smith loved his job. He loved 
working for the good of his family, 
friends, and neighbors. He was so proud 
to be in a position to make a difference 
in the lives of the Arkansans and took 
advantage of that opportunity on 
countless occasions. 

Those who served alongside him rec-
ognized his compassion and the helpful 
influence he had on the youth he 
worked with—two marks of any special 
public servant. Stone County Sheriff 
Brandon Long described Deputy Smith 
as a team player who was always will-
ing to go the extra mile. The sheriff 
said: 

There was never a time he was called to 
come in that he didn’t show up. 

By living his life dedicated to public 
service, he also instilled that passion 
in his family. His sons have taken up 
roles with a higher calling as well, one 
being a veteran, another currently 
serving in Active Duty in the Air 
Force, and another who followed di-
rectly in his father’s footsteps by pur-
suing a career in law enforcement. 
They all benefited from the love of 
their dad, not only for them but for 
others, and the faithful way he went 
about showing it in every aspect of life. 

As Deputy Smith knew, we depend on 
law enforcement officers to keep us 
safe. His death is a tragic reminder of 
the risks these men and women face 
each day, and it prompts us to ensure 
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we always offer the gratitude and re-
spect they so richly deserve in ex-
change for the tremendous sacrifices 
that they make. 

I join all Arkansans as we mourn the 
death of this hero. 

I ask my colleagues to lift up Deputy 
Smith’s wife Lori and his entire fam-
ily, Stone County’s law enforcement 
personnel, and all who loved him in 
prayer. We will forever remember him 
as the true hero he was. 

I yield to my colleague, Senator COT-
TON. 

Mr. COTTON. Madam President, 
today, I join Senator BOOZMAN in 
mourning the death of Stone County 
Deputy Sheriff Justin Smith. 

On January 2, Deputy Smith was 
shot and killed in the line of duty 
while serving a warrant. With his pass-
ing, Arkansas has lost a selfless public 
servant, reflecting the very best in our 
State. 

Deputy Smith grew up in Arkansas, 
and he worked in law enforcement for 
24 years—first as a corrections officer 
and then at the Stone County Sheriff’s 
Department, where he worked for the 
past 14 years. 

Time and again, he went above and 
beyond the call of duty. Stone County 
Sheriff Brandon Long said of Deputy 
Smith: 

There was never a time he was called to 
come in that he didn’t show up. He was the 
type of person that when his shift ended, if 
he needed to stay over, no questions asked. 

Deputy Smith was a gregarious and 
generous man who made friends and 
smiled easily. He enjoyed hunting and 
spending time with his large family. 

Deputy Smith is survived by his wife 
Lori, 3 sons, 2 daughters-in-law, 3 step-
children, 4 siblings, and 14 grand-
children, along with many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 

Our prayers and the prayers of all Ar-
kansans are with his family in this 
time of pain and mourning. 

One of his sons reflected: 
Perhaps the hardest part of all of this is 

that my dad only exists in memories and 
photos, and that’s all we’ll have left of him. 

Those heartbreaking words reflect 
the terrible danger that our men and 
women in blue and their families en-
dure every single day. It is one of the 
many reasons our police deserve the 
lasting gratitude and support of their 
communities, States, and our Nation. 

That gratitude was on full display at 
Deputy Smith’s funeral, where leaders 
from across the State attended, includ-
ing Governor Sarah Sanders and Attor-
ney General Tim Griffin. In fact, so 
many people wanted to honor Deputy 
Smith’s life that the service had to be 
simulcast into a second church. 

On behalf of a grateful State, Senator 
BOOZMAN and I want to thank Deputy 
Smith and his whole family for their 
service to Stone County and to Arkan-
sas. 

God bless them, and God bless Arkan-
sas. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). The junior Senator from 
California. 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
Ms. BUTLER. Madam President, be-

fore I begin my formal remarks, I 
would like to take a moment to ac-
knowledge the delegation of California 
mayors who are here in the Gallery 
today. 

Madam President, I rise today with 
gratitude, honored to be a Member of 
this esteemed body. I rise having never 
imagined that this opportunity to 
serve would be a part of my journey. 
But I am grateful to so many who have 
helped it become true. 

I was appointed by Governor Gavin 
Newsom to serve the people of Cali-
fornia after the passing of Senator 
Feinstein. No one could ever fill Sen-
ator Feinstein’s shoes, but there are so 
many of us who stand on her shoulders. 
To both of them, I am grateful. 

I also know that my presence in 
these hallowed Halls is only made pos-
sible by Senator Carol Moseley Braun 
and now-Vice President KAMALA HAR-
RIS, both of whom were historic Mem-
bers of this great Chamber. And to 
stand on their shoulders as the only 
Black woman in this Chamber today, I 
am eternally grateful. 

I appreciate the sacrifice and support 
of my friends and my family and the 
leadership of EMILYs List, who al-
lowed me to turn their lives inside out 
and upside down to meet this moment 
in our Nation’s story. To my partner, 
Neneki Lee, and my daughter, Nylah 
Grace, who are in the Gallery, I am es-
pecially grateful. 

Madam President, I know that I am 
the newest Senator to join this Cham-
ber, and while I may be new to this 
title and to this institution, I am not 
new to the struggle and the work of 
justice. You see, I am the proud daugh-
ter of the South, born in Magnolia, MS, 
the youngest of three children. I am 
the granddaughter to Kary, a share-
cropper from Louisiana, crippled at a 
young age by polio; the granddaughter 
to Lettie Ruth, a maid who had to take 
her children to the homes of the White 
families for whom she cleaned and chil-
dren she cared for even as she worked 
to get her certificate as a nursing as-
sistant. 

My grandparents were patriots who 
had to be urgent about the promise of 
America for their 11 children, the 
promise that if they worked hard and 
played by the rules, that their children 
would never have to see sharecropping 
as their destiny. 

My mother Sarah was number six. 
She had five in front and five behind. 
She was born in 1953, 1 year before the 
Brown v. Board of Education decision. 
Yet it would be 13 years before she and 
her classmates saw an integrated 
school or had any semblance of equal. 

As an adult, my mom made ends 
meet by working sometimes three jobs 
in the same day—working as a class-
room assistant for mostly special needs 
children. She worked as a certified 
nursing assistant, just as her mom be-
fore her. She was a security officer, a 
cashier at a gas station. But her full- 

time job was unpaid. For more than a 
decade, she was the primary caregiver 
for my father Delos, who died after suf-
fering six heart attacks, angioplasty, 
and receiving a heart transplant from 
an 18-year-old who died in a motorcycle 
accident. My father passed when I was 
15 years old. 

Colleagues, my mother, too, needed 
to be urgent about the future of her 
three children. She knew she had to be 
and do everything and anything she 
could to ensure that we had the oppor-
tunities to break beyond the barriers of 
poverty and to chase our dreams. 

I went on to be educated at the Jack-
son State University in Jackson, MS. I 
had professors who were lawyers and 
scholars and organizers in the civil 
rights movement, who were urgent 
about the young minds and lives they 
were there to educate, leaders like Dr. 
Mary Coleman, who chaired our polit-
ical science department and at the 
same time was a part of the litigation 
team that sued the State of Mississippi 
for equal funding for its historically 
Black colleges; professors like Dr. Les-
lie-Burl McLemore, who taught in our 
lecture halls but also served as a model 
of leadership, becoming the president 
of our beloved university, the mayor of 
Jackson, MS, and today, at 83 years 
old, one of the first Black elected offi-
cials in his hometown of Walls, MS. 
They and others taught me the ur-
gency of opportunity inherent in the 
promise of America, but they also were 
clear that the arc of our moral uni-
verse bends toward justice only when 
people keep our heart and our hands 
pushing it in that direction. 

My time with workers, their families, 
and other leaders at SEIU was also 
formative because we built coalitions 
to win—to win healthcare benefits for 
healthcare workers who had never been 
able to see a doctor. We built a coali-
tion to win to raise the minimum wage 
in California to $15 an hour when the 
average Californian was spending 40 
percent of their disposable income on 
housing and on food. Together, we 
fought for environmental justice and to 
restore redemption and rehabilitation 
to our criminal justice system. We 
knew that we urgently needed to work 
to build the California that our chil-
dren deserved. 

I was able to continue that work dur-
ing my time at EMILYs List, sup-
porting pro-choice women who ad-
vanced values that united their com-
munities at every level of government. 
We were intent on creating that new 
generation of leaders. 

Madam President, today, I am clear 
that my time in the Senate can be no 
different, and I rise today urgent about 
the future of our Nation’s children. I 
rise carrying the urgent hopes of my 
grandfather and my grandmother, the 
deferred dreams of my mother. I rise 
bearing witness to the urgent sense of 
action of my professors, who were de-
termined to show that next generation 
of leaders that change is possible only 
when we choose to do it together. 
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There are those who believe that the 

greatest test of our democracy is com-
ing this November. I would submit that 
it is already happening. It is happening 
in our high schools and on our college 
campuses around the country. That is 
where my sense of urgency really 
comes from today. 

My impatience emerges from listen-
ing to my own child, who, at my staff 
holiday celebration just last year, 
shared the story of her elementary 
school lockdown as if it were common-
place. 

My sense of urgency comes from the 
facts amplified by the American Psy-
chological Association that 13 percent 
of high school girls had attempted sui-
cide, while 30 percent had considered it. 
Those numbers rose to 20 percent for 
LGBTQ+ students. And amongst Black 
girls, the suicide rate rose 361⁄2 percent. 

My impatience was formed on June 
24, 2022, when millions of women and 
girls across the country, just like my 
little girl, came home less free than 
their mothers and grandmothers the 
morning of the final Dobbs decision. 

My urgency was affirmed this past 
weekend while I was home in Cali-
fornia celebrating the legacy of Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I had the opportunity to visit some of 
our State’s best, brightest, and young-
est minds. One of them is Jesus Fran-
cisco Estrada, Jr. He goes by ‘‘Paco.’’ 

Paco is going to turn 22 years old a 
week from today. He is a first-genera-
tion college student at Loyola 
Marymount University, and he is from 
South Central Los Angeles—he wanted 
me to make sure that I said between 
Green Meadows and Watts. His father 
is a member of UFCW Local 770, and he 
was the primary income earner in their 
house when he was working full time 
for over 20 years at a meat-processing 
and meat-cutting facility. Paco’s 
mother was often too sick to work, as 
she suffered from a complex diabetes 
condition as well as having had a scare 
with cancer. 

Paco shared with me that, his entire 
childhood, he had grown up watching 
and knowing that his family was not 
going to be able to secure housing 
month to month. He knew this because 
he knew that his father was barely 
making ends meet and that sometimes 
they couldn’t afford the rent. He saw 
the stress this added to his father’s al-
ready grueling responsibilities. 

Then, 2 years ago, his younger sister 
had a psychotic episode that was later 
diagnosed as schizophrenia. As her con-
dition progressed, she became violent 
in her behavior and once had to have 
the police come and take her away. As 
he had to be the translator for his 
Spanish-speaking parents about what 
was happening in his home that day, he 
said that he learned then, watching his 
sister be taken away, that police aren’t 
equipped to deal with people with men-
tal health disorders. 

The challenges and headwinds of 
Paco’s life are enough to set anyone 
back. Instead, he has chosen to live and 
to lead forward. 

So my commitment to Paco, my ur-
gency about the future of our children, 
my service to the people of California 
has to start with democracy and free-
dom, protecting and advancing its very 
ideals, determined to preserve it for 
those who must carry it forward. And I 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues to pass the Freedom to Vote 
Act and the John Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. 

Freedoms once thought to be pro-
tected by our Constitution for dec-
ades—like reproductive healthcare, 
abortion access, and equal oppor-
tunity—are being stripped away right 
in front of us. I am eager to get to 
work with my colleagues to pass legis-
lation to restore these protections and 
do today what cannot be left as the un-
finished business of generations to 
come. 

My commitment to generation now 
includes a focus on their mental health 
and well-being. I am impatient to work 
with my colleague Senator PADILLA 
and others to improve access to mental 
health and eager to work with Senator 
BROWN and Senator SCOTT to advance 
the FEND Act to stop the spread of 
fentanyl in our communities and the 
killing of our children. 

According to recent data gathered by 
the AFL–CIO, 80 percent of workers 
under 30 want to be in a union. I am ur-
gently ready to stand with those work-
ers and with my colleagues who are 
committed to taking on the corpora-
tions that would stand in their way. 

We must pass legislation like the 
PRO Act and the Home and Commu-
nity-Based Services Access Act to cre-
ate the workforce necessary to provide 
the care in our communities, advanc-
ing economic opportunities for genera-
tion now, who will lead and work in the 
economy of the future. We must do all 
that we can to ensure the tools nec-
essary to believe in the American 
dream again. 

In closing, Madam President, while I 
am urgent, I am also filled with abid-
ing hope. Generation now may be cyn-
ical, but they are not sitting it out. 
Even as they have had to question 
whether government could truly work 
for them, even as they have seen dys-
functional and bitter politics, their ad-
vocacy on behalf of themselves and 
their future deserves its own recogni-
tion. 

The world watched as students from 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, FL, organized the 
March for Our Lives rally, bringing to-
gether almost 2 million people across 
the country to demand that Congress 
act on gun safety legislation. That 
rally became one of the largest stu-
dent-led protests since the Vietnam 
war. 

From the Women’s March to the 
Black Lives Matter marches around 
the globe, the most racially and eth-
nically diverse generation of our time 
has shown up time and time again, de-
manding that we do better. Whether it 
is the movements for gun reform, envi-

ronmental protection, racial justice, or 
your local barista’s fight to join a 
union, young people are demonstrating 
their willingness to be the force, the 
energy, and the face of change. 

While this is true across the Nation, 
it is especially true in my home State 
of California, the State home to the 
largest number of Gen Zers in our 
country. 

One of them is Kamarie Brown, a 20- 
year-old student now at Spelman Col-
lege, who discovered a passion for edu-
cation equity. At just 17 years old, she 
was the first Black female ever to be 
selected to the student seat on the Los 
Angeles County School Board, the sec-
ond largest school district in our Na-
tion. 

It is thanks to Kamarie’s leadership 
that students in L.A. have access to 
greater resources that they need to 
thrive. She secured unanimous support 
for resolutions that leveraged district 
funding to improve the communities 
around her, beyond the walls of Cren-
shaw High School. 

It is young leaders like Kamarie, who 
don’t sit on their hands and stand idle 
as the world passes them by. It is the 
stories of Generation Now, who believe 
that their lives can add up to some-
thing more that truly inspires them. 

As I take my seat, I offer again the 
clarion call that was shared with this 
body and the world almost 3 years ago 
to the day. On January 20, 2021, Aman-
da Gorman, the youngest person ever 
to serve as the inaugural poet, said 
this: 

[W]e are far from polished, far from pris-
tine, but that doesn’t mean that we are 
striving to forge a union that is perfect. We 
are striving to form a union with purpose, to 
compose a country committed to all cul-
tures, colors, characters and conditions of 
man. And so we lift our gazes not to what 
stands between us but what stands before us. 
We close the divide because we know, to put 
our futures first, we must first put our dif-
ferences aside. 

If our children are our future, let us 
be urgent about the promise of Amer-
ica. It must be that we put our future 
first because their lives are depending 
on us today. 

I yield the floor. 
(Applause.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
CLIMATE LEGISLATION 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 
rise today in light of the news that 
John Kerry, America’s climate czar, 
will soon be leaving his post. Mr. 
Kerry’s exit presents, I think, us with 
an opportunity to comprehensively re-
examine the Biden administration’s 
record on energy and the environment. 

For 3 years now while Mr. Kerry has 
been there, we have had energy regula-
tion after energy regulation, climate 
mandate after climate mandate; and 
President Biden has clearly and 
unapologetically put the American 
people last. 

His Cabinet Secretaries and 
unelected staff members from the 
State Department to the EPA, from 
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the White House to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation, have followed 
his lead. They have pushed an unwork-
able, untenable agenda meant to ap-
pease the global climate community 
and environmental activists alike. 

The problem is that these goals and 
proposals are completely detached 
from reality. Well, let’s just start with 
Mr. Kerry’s recent comments: 

There shouldn’t be any more coal-fired 
power plants permitted anywhere in the 
world. 

Followed by him signing an inter-
national pledge to do just that. 

Well, that is a big statement for 
someone in his position, yet he has 
outlined no plan to replace this base-
load energy source that is critical to 
our Nation and, really, critical around 
the world, especially in these winter 
months on days like we see today and 
this past week where we have had 
record freezing—and below-freezing— 
temperatures. 

He makes comments like this but 
does not acknowledge that States like 
mine—West Virginia—or States like 
Michigan, Minnesota, Kentucky, and 
Colorado all rely heavily on coal-fired 
power plants for our electricity. 

Acknowledging this reality would 
not be wise for Mr. Kerry because deci-
mating the entire electric grid of doz-
ens of States across the country and 
the thousands—tens of thousands of 
jobs that go with it would not be a 
good look for the administration. 

So they never quite get to the next 
point of what would happen if we actu-
ally followed what he is saying. But 
not to fear, the EPA has Mr. Kerry’s 
back when it comes to threatening 
America’s energy grid with policies 
that are just not based in reality. 

Despite the Supreme Court knocking 
down the Obama administration’s pre-
vious attempt to close down coal- and 
gas-fired power plants in West Virginia 
v. EPA, the Biden administration has 
doubled down on this reckless policy. 
The Clean Power Plan 2.0 is, again, de-
signed to prematurely force the retire-
ment of these power plants and require 
the use of technologies that are not 
nearly ready for prime time. 

Unfortunately for the American peo-
ple, by the time the courts catch up, as 
they did before, a lot of the damage is 
done. Jobs are lost, the electric grid is 
undetermined and undermined, and the 
lives of entire communities are dis-
rupted. Believe me, I know this first-
hand. We lived through this in West 
Virginia during the Obama administra-
tion, and I would not wish it on any 
other parts of this country. 

But the Biden administration is not 
stopping there. In a mind-boggling dis-
play of irony, the EPA is simulta-
neously pushing a rapid transition to 
electric vehicles. What do you have to 
use for that? That would be more elec-
tricity. 

So let’s look at what happened this 
week. In Iowa, we saw how cold it was 
during the caucuses, below zero every-
where. Many Americans faced a cold 

snap this week across the country, but 
owners of EVs were stuck because, No. 
1, the EVs couldn’t hold a charge in the 
cold weather and, No. 2, they found 
they couldn’t even charge them at the 
charging stations. 

A rapid and unreasonable transition 
to these vehicles—and I am not anti- 
electric vehicle at all—with serious re-
liability concerns would also increase 
electricity demand as the Agency 
works to shut down reliable baseload 
energy sources of power. It makes no 
sense. 

And, again, ignoring reality, the 
Biden administration just carries on. 
More recently, the EPA announced a 
tax on energy companies through a 
methane fee, using the Democrats’ 
really disastrous Inflation Reduction 
Act to target and penalize American 
energy producers. And, currently, a 
complex set of cases is winding through 
the courts on the topic of the EPA’s so- 
called good neighbor air regulation. 

This policy would take away the au-
thority of 23 States, mine included, to 
determine how best to regulate ozone 
and reduce emissions in their own bor-
ders, which is what the Clean Air Act 
calls for, an alarming consolidation of 
power for Washington bureaucrats. 

The EPA’s approach ignores the co-
operative Federalism framework of the 
Clean Air Act and deprives the States 
of their rights to regulate first. Our 
States know our States better than the 
Federal Government. Twelve States 
have already been successful in con-
vincing courts that this program has 
serious legal challenges and issues, and 
that the courts have issued stays of the 
rule. 

And this was all followed then by the 
EPA’s disastrous Waters of the U.S., 
better known in these Halls as WOTUS, 
which illegally expanded the jurisdic-
tion of the Federal Government at the 
expense of American farmers, builders, 
and private landowners. 

Unsurprisingly, this was roundly re-
jected by the Supreme Court—includ-
ing a 9-to-0 agreement that the scope of 
the proposal went way too far. 

Yet even as the highest Court in the 
land sends clear warning signals that 
President Biden’s energy and environ-
mental overreach is illegal, those down 
the street at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
just don’t seem to care. 

We have seen the resounding theme 
of Federal overreach, not just at De-
partments and Agencies but also di-
rectly from the White House. 

As the administration is touting in-
vestments being made in our Nation’s 
infrastructure, a bill that I roundly 
and soundly supported and also helped 
to create, the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality—better known 
as CEQ—has actually proposed making 
it harder to build and complete these 
projects. 

So on the one hand, we are going to 
create a huge program for infrastruc-
ture; on the other hand, we are going 
to restrict how you build, when you 
build, how much it costs to build, and 

if you can build at all. They have 
championed burdensome permitting 
rules and redtape regulations, none of 
which—none of which—were agreed to 
by this Congress. And the White House 
Office of Management and Budget—bet-
ter known as OMB—published a gov-
ernmentwide mandate on Agencies to 
consider its flawed ‘‘social cost of 
greenhouse gases’’ metrics. 

Well, I have asked for transparency 
here because I want to know how these 
numbers are developed and used, and I 
have gotten no substantive answers in 
response. It is crickets over there when 
I ask these questions. All we have re-
ceived are broad public pronounce-
ments that these numbers are to be 
used by Departments and Agencies 
when purchasing any goods or services 
in this time of high inflation and sup-
ply cost issues and when reviewing any 
proposed energy or infrastructure 
projects as they see fit. 

Again, the irony is astounding for 
those of us looking at this from a real-
istic point of view. The same White 
House boasting about infrastructure 
investments—I am going to repeat— 
and growth is simultaneously 
hamstringing itself with climate man-
dates and memos that will impact mil-
lions of workers, families, and employ-
ers across this country, with all of the 
details hidden out of the sight of the 
American people. 

After 3 years, there is a clear mes-
sage President Biden and Mr. Kerry 
need to hear, regulations meant to sig-
nal climate action that don’t follow 
the law and aren’t based in reality are 
not the answer. 

There is a better way—one that will 
unite us and actually make our Nation 
and world healthier and stronger. I 
have said so many times that our en-
ergy and environmental policies do not 
have to be at odds. So instead of tar-
geting natural gas production, which 
was the major reason America reduced 
its emissions in the last 20 years, we 
should continue to support it. Doing so 
will boost our American energy, make 
for a cleaner environment, a better en-
vironment, and help our allies abroad, 
all at the same time. 

We can also support the future ex-
pansion of nuclear energy, which holds 
great promise. It is emissions free. It is 
a linchpin of America’s energy grid by 
enacting these policies that will drive 
development here on our shores and 
help us grow. 

And we could move ahead with per-
mits for carbon capture, use, and stor-
age, in States who want to harness in-
novative technologies like mine, create 
jobs, and protect the environment at 
the same time and use natural gas, 
coal, as long as we can, because it is 
abundant in this country. 

There is room for all of that, if we 
would just stop the hyperbole and the 
alarmism that is so often encountered 
when discussing this issue. When I and 
so many Americans hear somebody say 
‘‘shut it all down’’ comments from the 
‘‘climate czar’’ that are then mirrored 
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in actual regulations from the Federal 
Government, it just is not helpful. And 
I believe that history will show and has 
shown that it only hurts us. 

So as Mr. Kerry exits the administra-
tion, let’s take stock of the path the 
Biden administration has taken us 
down. And it is clear we must reverse 
course; we must leave behind the un-
workable proposals and job-killing 
overreach and work together to allow 
realistic solutions to thrive right here 
in America. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-

ior Senator from North Carolina. 
Mr. BUDD. Madam President, I want 

to thank the Senator from West Vir-
ginia for holding this event to high-
light one of the biggest issues facing 
working families today, and that is the 
cost of energy in America. 

Since President Biden took office, 
the overall price of energy has sky-
rocketed by almost 35 percent. And 
when you dig down into the numbers, 
individual sources of energy, the news 
doesn’t get any better. Fuel oil is up 
nearly 50 percent; gas prices are up 
over 40 percent; natural gas is up over 
27 percent. 

You know, in real terms, everyday 
Americans are spending an extra $111 
per month to fuel their car and to heat 
their home. Businesses of all sizes are 
having to spend thousands of dollars 
more to produce goods and to move 
them around the country. 

So what is causing all of this? Well, 
if you ask President Biden, he trots out 
talking points blaming foreign con-
flicts for the rising prices. But, to be 
fair, turmoil in the Middle East and 
Russia certainly plays a part. But the 
real question is, Why is the United 
States so dependent on foreign nations 
in the first place? Why are we at the 
mercy of petty despots and dictators 
for the fuel that we need right here? 

It is because President Biden has or-
chestrated an all-out assault on Amer-
ican energy, starting on his first day in 
office. The Biden administration 
stopped construction of the Keystone 
Pipeline; they canceled all remaining 
oil and gas leases from the Trump ad-
ministration in the Arctic Refuge; and 
they shut down energy exploration on 
Federal lands. Make no mistake, this is 
a crisis of President Biden’s own mak-
ing. 

In response, President Biden has 
grasped for a political solution to a 
policy problem. His administration 
began to tap the U.S. Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. Now the SPR is designed 
for times of war, national disaster, or a 
true national emergency. President 
Biden, on the other hand, has used it 
over and over again to bail himself out 
of the political consequences of his 
anti-energy crusade. 

The result? The SPR has declined by 
nearly 287 million barrels of crude oil 
since President Biden took office. Our 
Nation’s emergency energy reserves 
are now at their lowest level since 
President Reagan’s—President Rea-
gan’s—first term. 

Our country is no longer well-posi-
tioned to deal with the next crisis be-
cause this President is tilting at wind-
mills and pursuing a radical Green New 
Deal agenda. For example, this Presi-
dent’s EPA is mandating that 67 per-
cent of new car sales in the United 
States in 2032 be electric. The only 
problem is, in 2023, only roughly 8 per-
cent—8 percent—of new car sales were 
EVs. It is clear that the consumer de-
mand is nowhere near sufficient to sat-
isfy his big government mandate. 

Even so, if we are going to push such 
a drastic increase in electric vehicles, 
President Biden has to get serious 
about ways to produce enough reliable, 
affordable energy. He cannot continue 
to rely on our own emergency reserves 
to meet this supply. It is time for us to 
get back to an America-first energy 
plan: drill on our shores, refill our 
emergency reserves for a real crisis, 
and lower gas and electric prices for 
hard-working Americans. 

In order to be a strong nation, we 
have to be a self-sufficient nation and 
energy dominant. We know what to do. 
All we need is the right leadership to 
get it done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-

LER). The Senator from Nebraska. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, 

last week the Biden administration an-
nounced over half a billion dollars in 
subsidies for electric vehicle, or EV, 
charging stations. That half billion fol-
lows 2 billion more that has already 
been handed out to States, despite the 
fact that only 4 percent of Americans 
own EVs. 

This is a common trend for this ad-
ministration: forcing untested, expen-
sive solutions onto the American peo-
ple in the name of climate change. 

But according to the Wall Street 
Journal, only two federally funded EV 
charging stations have been built since 
Biden became President, even though 
billions of taxpayer dollars are sub-
sidizing those projects. 

And Americans remain hesitant to 
drive these expensive cars. Last year, 
84 percent of Americans said they are 
not considering buying one. The EV 
malfunctions that have happened over 
the past few days of this winter weath-
er that we have been having across my 
part of the country only serve to con-
firm their choices. 

The administration’s plan for mas-
sive adoption of EVs over the next 8 
years is a pipedream. But there are re-
alistic, practical reforms we can make 
that would benefit the environment 
without limiting freedom or harming 
our economy. One of them is approving 
the sale of gasoline blends with 15 per-
cent ethanol, or E15. 

My legislation, the Nationwide Con-
sumer and Retailer Choice Act, would 
cut redtape and remove roadblocks to 
the sale of E15. 

Today, California is the only State 
that hasn’t approved the sale of this 
partially renewable fuel, an unusual 
stance for a State that styles itself as 
a leader in protecting the environment. 

Should California join the other 49 
States in approving E15, that nation-
wide approval would benefit our envi-
ronment, our economy, and our energy 
independence. 

Emissions from ethanol are 46 per-
cent lower than from traditional gaso-
line. One study found that corn ethanol 
contributed to a reduction of 500 mil-
lion tons in emissions between 2005 and 
2019. 

Studies show that if all the gas in 
California had been E15 in 2022, there 
would have been a 450 million-gallon 
reduction in petroleum consumption. 
That switch, it would have resulted in 
greenhouse gas savings of 2.2 billion 
metric tons, and that is in California 
alone. These environmental benefits 
would increase exponentially if E15 
were used more across this country. 

Not only do higher ethanol blends of 
gasoline emit less greenhouse gases, 
but the corn used in its production 
soaks up massive amounts of addi-
tional CO2. This is a doubly positive ef-
fect that should please even the most 
skeptical of our environmental friends. 

It has been proven by NASA—by the 
scientists at NASA with data that they 
have gathered from their satellites— 
that during the summer, the Corn Belt 
in the United States of America has 
more photosynthetic activity than 
even the Amazon rainforest. 

Family farmers in the Corn Belt are 
helping our climate by producing 
cleaner fuel, and they don’t have to 
own an EV to do it. 

Unlike EV subsidies, E15 is a sensible 
way to advance environmental goals 
that do not weigh down our economy. 
This fuel does not require taxpayer 
money. It is cheap enough to be mar-
ket driven. The average price of E15 
during the 2022 summer driving season 
was 16 cents less per gallon than reg-
ular gas. In an age of record inflation, 
that makes a big difference. 

It benefits retailers that can profit 
off of E15, and it benefits millions of 
American drivers who can switch to a 
more affordable fuel. Access to E15 will 
free retailers and consumers from a de-
pendence on energy that is produced 
abroad. Instead, we will be relying on 
producers here at home. 

This is the way that we can unleash 
American energy, prioritize our domes-
tic production, and take advantage of 
the wonderful natural resources that 
we have. 

California’s approval would make E15 
a nationwide fuel option, and my bill 
eliminates Federal regulatory road-
blocks to the year-round nationwide 
sale of E15, a lower cost, lower carbon 
fuel. 

Congress and President Biden must 
come together to pass legislation that 
will truly advance an ‘‘all of the 
above’’ approach to energy, one that 
uses many resources that we produce 
right here in America. 

E15, the approval of that is a win. It 
is a win for family farmers who 
produce ethanol; it is a win for con-
sumers at the gas pump; and it is a win 
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for our environment, which makes it a 
win also for American energy security. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, 

over the last week, my home State of 
Nebraska has been hit by bitter winter 
storms. We have had subzero tempera-
tures, snow, and high winds that have 
closed many roads across the State of 
Nebraska. 

As always, in times like these, Ne-
braskans step up to help. I want to 
thank all of our first responders, 
whether they were snowplow drivers, 
law enforcement, firefighters, EMTs, 
other emergency personnel—all the 
folks who demonstrated their grit and 
service this last week to be able to help 
people out. And I especially want to 
thank Nebraska State Patrol for the 
over 1,400 drivers they assisted during 
this crippling winter weather. 

Hospitals saw a number of frostbite 
injuries. Our farmers and ranchers con-
tinued to work to ensure our food sup-
ply here at home. 

I want to thank my Federal delega-
tion as well and will work with them to 
provide any support that is needed. I 
appreciate that Governor Jim Pillen 
declared a state of emergency and will 
also assist with any Federal assistance 
that may be needed for this emergency. 
As we recover from these storms, I 
stand ready to work with my col-
leagues. 

It is also an opportunity for us to be 
able to think about how government 
can do better. Many times a storm like 
this will create situations where we 
need to tease out what we should do 
better for the next time. However, in 
this case, one of the lessons has become 
clear right away. 

As we all know, the EPA has a man-
date that they want all new cars and 
trucks sold by the year 2032—I 
shouldn’t say all; two-thirds of all cars 
and trucks sold by the year 2032—to be 
electric vehicles. This weekend we saw 
why this is just a dumb idea. These EV 
mandates are burdensome and do not 
work in places like the upper Midwest, 
where we can see these bitter cold tem-
peratures. We saw that EVs don’t work 
well when the temperature drops so 
precipitously. It turns out they are just 
not reliable when the weather turns 
this cold. 

FOX 32 in Chicago has a story which 
I am going to quote from here. They re-
ported that ‘‘public charging stations 
have turned into car graveyards over 
the past couple of days.’’ 

The story goes on to describe ‘‘dozens 
of [EV] owners trying desperately to 
power up their cars at the . . . super-
charging station in Oak Brook. It was 
a scene mirrored with long lines and 
abandoned cars at scores of other 
charging stations around the Chicago 
area.’’ 

Also in the story there was a driver 
who referred to all these stalled elec-
tric vehicles as ‘‘dead robots.’’ 

‘‘Car graveyards’’ and ‘‘dead ro-
bots’’—is that the future we want? I 
don’t think so. 

And this happened in Chicago, where 
there are a lot of EV charging stations. 
What about my home State of Ne-
braska, where we don’t have as many? 

President Biden’s own Department of 
Energy map shows no EV chargers on a 
244-mile stretch of highway from Bro-
ken Bow to Scotts Bluff. There is not a 
charging station within 65 miles of 
Mullen, NE. Many rural communities 
are more than an hour’s drive away 
from a charging station in towns like 
Hyannis, Cody, Merriman, Kilgore, and 
Thedford. 

Nebraska is the ‘‘Beef State.’’ I can 
guarantee you that electric trucks are 
not practical when you are hauling 
livestock. One cannot afford just to 
pull over and start charging for 2 hours 
or even longer when the temperature is 
below zero—cattle cannot tolerate it. 

And the thing about not being able to 
charge at all—imagine EV ambulances 
that break down trying to get to a 
rural hospital or EV buses breaking 
down trying to connect people to their 
jobs. 

These are very real considerations in 
States like mine. Nebraskans tell me 
over and over again: The east coast 
Washington bureaucrats have no idea 
what their policies will do in the Mid-
west of the United States. 

Guess what. They are right because, 
as it turns out, EVs don’t work in cold 
weather. 

These bureaucrats on the east coast 
have no idea of the implications of 
what their policies are to people in the 
Midwest. These major winter storms 
are a reminder that, right now, EV’s 
don’t have the performance or the reli-
ance or the range in cold weather to be 
able to work in the Midwest. 

Imposing an EV mandate on Mid-
western States like Nebraska is fool-
ish, unworkable, and it is wrong. I urge 
President Biden to reconsider this ter-
rible policy. Until he does, I will con-
tinue to fight here in the U.S. Senate 
with every tool at my disposal. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

am pleased to join my colleague from 
Nebraska and others in discussing the 
importance of continuing to develop 
our energy resources here in North Da-
kota. We have the most abundant en-
ergy resources in the world, and we 
need to use all of them to develop and 
continue to build an ‘‘all of the above’’ 
energy policy. 

Much of the Nation continues to ex-
perience very cold temperatures—in 
some cases, really record cold tempera-
tures. In my State of North Dakota, 
coal typically provides 35 to 40 percent 
of the 24/7 baseload power generation to 
not only our State but to other States 
in the region. We supply both the MISO 
and the SPP power pools with energy 
for our region that they can count on 
24/7—baseload energy. In the coldest 
times or in the hottest times—at peak 
energy times—they know that those 
baseload powerplants are going to be 

there to keep the lights on, to keep the 
heat going, and to provide whatever 
other power needs are called for. That 
is 24/7 baseload power provided all the 
time. 

Also, not only is it 24/7 energy when 
needed and at peak times, but accord-
ing to the Energy Information Office, 
in their October 23 report, North Dako-
tans paid the lowest electricity prices 
in the country—the lowest in the coun-
try. Let’s compare that, for example, 
to California. California paid four 
times as much for electricity during 
the same time period. 

My colleague from Nebraska just 
talked about electric vehicles. Well, 
you need charging stations for those 
electric vehicles. Where is that elec-
tricity going to come from? Particu-
larly, where is it going to come from at 
times when you have peak power 
needs? You still need that electricity 
for all of these different purposes. 

We have to recognize that, even as we 
develop new technologies and do all of 
these things that people want, we have 
got to have that baseload power com-
ing from somewhere. We simply can’t 
take our baseload energy—our coal- 
fired electric—for granted, and our 
other sources have to be there. Again, 
we continue to develop new tech-
nologies and continue to press for the 
best possible environmental steward-
ship, but we have got to recognize that 
we need more energy and that we have 
got to continue to use all of our re-
sources to generate that energy. 

Access to affordable and reliable en-
ergy is not only a quality-of-life issue 
but, obviously, a public safety issue, 
and we have seen that with these 
record cold temperatures. That in-
cludes keeping our homes warm and 
our businesses running. It includes 
keeping the lights on for our critical 
infrastructure like hospitals, schools, 
police, fire departments, and many, 
many other public services that we de-
pend on every single day. 

But the reality is our electric grid 
only works when there is sufficient 
power generation available to meet de-
mand in realtime. You can’t not have 
that energy when you need it and ex-
pect the grid to keep working, and of 
course those vital needs to be met. 

In its ‘‘2023 Long-Term Reliability 
Assessment,’’ the North American 
Electric Reliability Corporation, or 
NERC, as it is commonly referred to, is 
warning that our grid—our power 
grid—continues to face higher risks of 
blackouts and brownouts because of 
planned powerplant retirements along-
side rising electricity demand. 

Again, think about this. Whether it 
is electric vehicles, whether it is your 
computer or data processor, whatever 
it may be, we can continue to develop 
all of these new things—these new 
technologies and all of these things we 
want to do—but you have got to have 
the power to run them. When you go 
into the house and flip on that switch, 
where is that electricity coming from? 
People take it for granted, but if we 
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don’t have the baseload out there, you 
can’t take it for granted because it 
won’t happen. 

FERC’s Commissioners emphasized 
these concerns in testimony before our 
Senate Energy Committee last year, of 
which I am a member, and that in-
cluded Commissioner Christie, who 
noted: 

The United States is heading for a reli-
ability crisis. 

Once again, Commissioner Christie— 
one of the FERC Commissioners—said 
specifically in front of our Energy 
Committee that the United States is 
heading for a reliability crisis because 
of the lack of baseload generation. We 
need to take this seriously. It is a na-
tional security issue. 

Despite these warnings, the Biden ad-
ministration’s Green New Deal ap-
proach and regulations continue to ac-
celerate the problem. This includes the 
EPA’s proposed Clean Power Plan 2.0 
and an unworkable MATS standard— 
new rules that seek to drive up the cost 
of operations for our powerplants. Of 
course, at some point, those power-
plants are no longer economical, and 
that forces them to shut down. 

In addition to its powerplant regula-
tions, the EPA is proposing a new 
methane regulation, including, in just 
this past week, a new tax on methane. 
That was authorized by the IRA legis-
lation. Again, it is a tax that is not 
only going to reduce supply but that 
will drive up costs on consumers. 
Somebody has to pay for that. It gets 
passed down the line, and consumers 
pay for it. That means higher elec-
tricity costs—not only less electricity, 
less energy but higher costs to con-
sumers. 

The Interior Department continues 
to restrict access to our taxpayer- 
owned energy reserves, which also 
drives up the cost of energy production 
because we produce energy on Federal 
lands as well as on private lands. Pro-
ducing less energy here at home means 
higher costs, but it also makes us de-
pendent on sources of energy from 
other parts of the world—in many 
cases, parts of the world that are un-
stable and have environmental stand-
ards that are vastly inferior to our own 
here in this country. 

Once again, we have got to find ways 
to make American energy production 
less expensive and more reliable. That 
means producing the energy here at 
home. That means having an environ-
ment that encourages energy develop-
ment, not more regulation and more 
taxes which make it harder to produce 
energy and drive up costs. That means 
energy from all sources—right?—mean-
ing tradition and renewable—all 
sources with the latest technology. 

So, again, if we are going to continue 
to develop all of these wonderful new 
things that we want to utilize, we are 
going to have to have the energy to 
make sure that we can power them. We 
are going to have to have the energy to 
make sure that, on the coldest day, we 
are comfortable in our homes for our 
families and all of those we care about. 

In my State of North Dakota, we 
have over 700 years of coal supply 
alone, and we are developing the latest, 
greatest technology to produce that 
coal and are doing it so that we have 
baseload electricity, dependable low 
cost, and the best environmental stew-
ardship. We continue to do that. Amer-
ica leads the world in this kind of inno-
vation. Let’s empower that. Let’s em-
power that. It is, again, all about our 
country producing electricity here at 
home so that we are truly not only en-
ergy independent but energy dominant. 

In fact, developing resources like 
natural gas and LNG helps our allies so 
they are not depending on countries 
like Russia or countries that are adver-
sarial to us and our allies but rather 
that are working together—America 
and our allies—on important things 
like energy development. We can do 
that, and that is the kind of thing that 
we should be doing. 

A little over a decade ago, we 
cracked the code on the shale produc-
tion. In places like the Bakken in my 
State of North Dakota and at the Per-
mian in Texas, we have produced in-
credible amounts of energy as a result. 
Again, that is not only important in 
terms of our economy, it makes sure 
that we don’t have to get energy from 
places like OPEC. We all know the in-
credible problems that that has created 
for us through the years when we can’t 
produce that energy at home and have 
to look at players like OPEC. 

The fact remains that coal, oil, and 
natural gas remain vital to our eco-
nomic interests and to our national se-
curity because these resources are reli-
able and energy-dense compared, in 
many cases, to renewable energy, 
which only provides energy part of the 
time. 

What do you do when you need en-
ergy and the Sun isn’t shining and you 
are only dependent on solar energy? 
What do you do when you need energy, 
and you are relying on wind power, and 
the wind isn’t blowing? We have got to 
have this baseload electricity. 

Again, this is common sense. This is 
about having an energy policy that 
truly empowers this country to 
produce more energy; to do it with the 
best environmental stewardship; to 
make it reliable, dependable, afford-
able; to make sure it is there 24/7, 
every day—on the coldest day, on the 
hottest day—for whatever those grow-
ing needs are. Let’s make sure we have 
that energy here at home. Let’s not 
just be energy independent but energy 
dominant. We can do that in this coun-
try, and we need to do it in this coun-
try. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
WOMEN’S RIGHT TO KNOW ACT 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, this Friday is going to mark the 
beginning of the 51st annual March for 
Life, and we have got thousands of 
Americans and, indeed, hundreds of 
Tennesseans who are coming to our Na-

tion’s Capital to celebrate life, to talk 
about how to defend life, and to uphold 
the sanctity of life. 

This is the second March for Life 
since the Supreme Court overturned 
Roe v. Wade. We know, with the Dobbs 
decision, it really sent the authority 
back to the States and to the people, 
and that is where it does belong. 
Across the Nation, we have seen States 
step up and take responsibility for the 
rules and regulations around abortion 
practices. 

Now, one of these areas they have 
looked at is informed consent laws. 
This would require abortion providers 
to inform expectant mothers of all the 
medical risks to the mother and to the 
child because of this abortion proce-
dure. What we know is that informed 
consent is a very important part of 
medical ethics. 

According to the AMA’s medical eth-
ics code, this is what it says: 

Patients have the right to receive informa-
tion and ask questions about treatments so 
that they can make well-considered deci-
sions about care. 

But not all States have informed con-
sent laws, and there are abortion pro-
viders who withhold this information, 
which prevents these expectant moth-
ers from understanding all of the risks 
that they face. A nationwide safeguard 
regarding informed consent is some-
thing that is long overdue. 

So this week, I introduced the Wom-
en’s Right to Know Act, which would 
set reasonable medical requirements 
for physicians to meet and protect the 
life of the mother and the child before 
the abortion can be performed. So they 
would have to meet these standards 
and give this information to the pa-
tients. 

Now, the providers would be required 
to explain all of the medical risks asso-
ciated with the abortion procedure, ex-
plain the probable gestational age and 
development features of the unborn 
child at the time the abortion is to be 
performed, and to present this informa-
tion at least 24 hours in advance of an 
abortion procedure. 

We think that this is essential legis-
lation that will really do so much to 
raise the safety standards and protect 
the health of vulnerable women, and it 
will help to save lives. 

IMMIGRATION 
Madam President, last week, House 

Republicans launched their impeach-
ment proceedings against Secretary 
Ali Mayorkas for a simple reason: The 
Secretary of Homeland Security does 
not believe in securing the homeland. 
We know that he has failed to carry 
out his duties, and we know it because 
of the numbers. 

Over 81⁄2 million illegal immigrants 
have come into this country on his 
watch. That includes 1.7 million or 
thereabouts of what are called known 
‘‘got-aways.’’ These are people who can 
be seen on surveillance, but Border Pa-
trol cannot get to them. 

There are also tens of thousands of 
pounds of fentanyl that have been traf-
ficked into this country, and once it is 
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across that border, it ends up in your 
towns, in your communities. This, we 
know, is happening. 

In addition, there are hundreds of in-
dividuals on the Terror Watchlist who 
have been apprehended at the southern 
border, including 30 since the start of 
fiscal 2024. 

In addition to this, there are thou-
sands of individuals from countries of 
interest. We wonder why they are 
choosing to come to the country, but 
we do know many of them are young 
men. They are not coming with a fam-
ily; they come separately. 

These numbers alone would give rea-
son for why the Secretary should be re-
moved from office. His job is to secure 
the homeland. Obviously, with these 
numbers, with the concerns that come 
with these numbers, the homeland is 
not secure. 

Ultimately, you have to look at the 
harm that this administration is in-
flicting on our country with its open 
border policies because those harms go 
way beyond the stats I have given you 
today. 

These policies of this administration, 
of this Secretary, are failing this coun-
try. They are upending the rule of law, 
which is foundational to this demo-
cratic Republic. It is foundational. 

At every opportunity, what is as-
tounding to me is this administration 
continues to look for ways to make il-
legal legal. We have seen this action 
with Executive orders. We have seen 
this with Agency rules and regulations. 
We see it at the border as they try to 
find new ways—maybe it is using their 
app. Maybe it is letting you know that 
they are coming. But what they are 
trying to do is say: Discard the rule of 
law. We are going to give you a new 
way to come here. And by the way, we 
are doing everything we can to make 
illegal legal. 

Does that make any sense at all? Of 
course not. 

Under President Biden and this ad-
ministration, illegally entering the 
country is something that they say: 
Well, we don’t consider that to be a 
crime. 

Now, if you or I, Madam President, 
were in Mexico and said ‘‘Oh, the bor-
der crossing is backed up. We are just 
going to walk across the Rio Grande. 
We are going to just walk on back into 
the country because it is faster. We 
don’t want to drive to the border cross-
ing. We are here, there is the river, and 
we are just going to skip on over 
there,’’ do you know what? We would 
be apprehended. And where would we 
be taken? We would be taken to jail. 
We would face prosecution. Think 
about that. Why is it that we would do 
that? Because it is illegal. 

But to those who are trying to enter 
our country illegally—and by the way, 
it is not just from Central America. 
Border Patrol tells us we have had peo-
ple from about 170 countries over the 
last year come to that southern border. 
And who is in charge of all of this? It 
is the cartels that work on the Mexico 

side of the border. They are big, global 
businesses, and they are bringing peo-
ple from that many different countries 
to our southern border. They are bring-
ing thousands of pounds of fentanyl. By 
the way, who creates the chemicals for 
fentanyl? China. They are in cahoots 
on this. 

But it is so disappointing to me that 
at every opportunity, this administra-
tion is trying to make illegal legal. In 
doing that, what they are doing is put-
ting lawbreakers ahead of law-abiding 
Americans. 

Secretary Mayorkas last week admit-
ted that 85 percent of the illegal immi-
grants who are apprehended at our bor-
der are released into the country—85 
percent. These are people who are not 
being sent before a judge for an asylum 
hearing. These are individuals who are 
being given a notice to appear, and 
then they are waved on into the coun-
try. Then they are given a phone, they 
are given food, and they are given a 
plane ticket to wherever they want to 
go. And who pays for this? Who is foot-
ing the bill on this? We know who is 
paying for this. It is the hard-working 
taxpayer. They are bearing the cost for 
this. 

With these hundreds of thousands of 
migrants crossing into our country 
each month—by the way, last month, 
302,000 people. Think about the cities in 
your State. How many of them have 
more than 300,000 residents in that 
city? This is the number coming across 
that border. 

What we have seen is that States are 
taking this matter into their own 
hands, States like Arizona and Texas 
that have constructed their own bar-
riers across the southern border. What 
has the Biden administration done to 
them? Instead of saying ‘‘Thank you 
for helping us carry out this duty to 
protect illegal entry into our country. 
Thank you for the assistance’’—no, no. 
That is not what they have done. They 
are suing the States. They are suing 
them for trying to protect their prop-
erty. This makes no sense. 

Let’s think about this. There is im-
migration law in this country. There is 
a way to come into this country. There 
is a way to ask for asylum. It is not to 
go pay a cartel and have them bring 
you across our border and enter the 
country illegally. So these States are 
saying: We are going to protect our 
sovereignty. By the way, we have 
ranchers and farmers who live here on 
the border. We are going to allow bar-
riers to go up so that it helps to pro-
tect their private property. 

This administration says: If you do 
that, we will sue you. 

Under this administration, border 
agents are not putting up fences and 
razor wire. They are actually out there 
cutting the razor wire because this ad-
ministration is telling them that is 
what they have to do. They don’t want 
to do it, but they are being told they 
have to do it. 

That is how far this administration 
is going to make illegal legal. They are 

saying to law-abiding citizens: You 
can’t protect your ranch. You can’t 
protect your farm. They are saying to 
Texas and Arizona: You can’t put up 
containers. You can’t put up razor 
wire. You cannot protect your State. 
We are going to make you sit by and 
watch as we violate Federal law. 

Whoever would have thought—who-
ever would have thought—that you 
would have an administration going in 
here and finding ways to violate Fed-
eral law, but that is exactly what they 
are doing, and they are doing it every 
day. 

Once the migrants have illegally 
come into the country, the administra-
tion doesn’t just resettle them; they 
use taxpayer dollars to even pay for 
their healthcare. I have already men-
tioned they get a phone, food, clothing, 
and a plane ticket to wherever they 
want to go. 

In fiscal year 2022, taxpayers shoul-
dered the cost for $94.3 million of med-
ical expenses for these migrants. In fis-
cal year 2021, Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement healthcare budgeted 
more than $74 million for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to assist with 
outside referrals and medical claims 
processing. Think about this. The VA— 
the VA—is subsidizing healthcare for 
illegal immigrants. So while the VA is 
helping to treat migrants, more than 1 
million veterans are waiting for staff 
to process their claims. Can you see 
the problem here? 

We are talking about healthcare for 
our Nation’s veterans, people who have 
raised their hands and have sworn an 
oath and have worn the uniform, men 
and women who have protected this 
Nation, and we have said: When you do 
this, we will provide your healthcare. 
But oh, no. Look at what is happening. 
Those who are illegally entering the 
country are being put in front of our 
Nation’s veterans. And right now, we 
are seeing this backlog grow. There 
had been a quarter of a million claims 
about this time last year, and then it 
went to 400,000, and now we are at a 
million—a million. But those who have 
illegally come, they are put at the head 
of the line, and our veterans are at the 
back. Do you think that is fair? Is 
there anyone in this Chamber who 
thinks that is fair and that is right? 

On top of this, we learn now that New 
York City—again, led by Democrats— 
in New York City, what are they doing? 
They are shutting down high schools, 
and they are sending kids home for re-
mote learning. We tried that during 
COVID, right? It didn’t work out very 
well, did it? But kids in New York are 
being forced to go home so that their 
school can be used as a shelter. 

You know, it might be more appro-
priate if New York City took some of 
those Federal buildings where the 
workers are not showing up for work 
and used those for temporary housing. 
But allowing these facilities to be used 
and kids to be sent home and placed on 
remote learning—it is so inappropriate, 
and it is wrong. But at every step, my 
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Democratic colleagues have supported 
this administration’s disastrous open 
border policies. 

And for more than 7 months, they 
have refused to bring H.R. 2 to this 
floor for a vote. H.R. 2 is the House Re-
publicans’ Secure the Border Act. It 
would help end this crisis. In fact, since 
the House passed H.R. 2 and sent it 
over here to the Senate, the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee has held 83 hear-
ings—83 hearings and meetings since 
that bill was passed. H.R. 2 has never 
been brought up for 1 minute of discus-
sion in this Chamber. It just shows 
you: Open border is this administra-
tion’s policy. This is what they want. 

Now, I think that it is very telling 
what the Democrats are for on this. 
Their inaction on what is a crucial 
issue and, indeed, the No. 1 issue with 
the American people reveals a lot 
about their priorities. 

But I would have to ask my Demo-
cratic colleagues: Why is it that you 
are for illegal immigration? Why is it 
that you are working so hard to make 
illegal legal? What is it about circum-
venting the rule of law that you think 
is the right thing to do? Do you want 
to circumvent the rule of law and 
throw away all immigration policy? Or 
is it just you want to allow illegal 
entry into this country? 

I will tell you what, Madam Presi-
dent: We need to know who is coming 
in this country and why they are com-
ing. I would yield time on this floor to 
any Democrat who wanted to come and 
explain why you are working so hard to 
make illegal legal. I would like to hear 
that explanation because it seems, 
every time we turn around, you are 
looking for some way to codify illegal 
entry into this country. 

How about abiding by the rule of law, 
because when you circumvent the rule 
of law, what do you do? You devalue 
our citizenship. What about the thou-
sands of people who are working le-
gally toward citizenship, who are 
spending money, who are spending 
time? Have any of you spent time 
going to a naturalization ceremony, a 
citizenship ceremony? Have you heard 
these stories of how hard people work, 
how they want to be a U.S. citizen? 

But, oh, no. What some of you want 
to do is devalue that. You want to say: 
Let’s make it OK for people to just 
waltz across the Rio Grande, walk in 
here, and enter this country illegally 
outside of the rule of law, wait 10 years 
to get an asylum hearing. 

What is right about that? And you 
know the answer: Nothing is right. 
Nothing is right. And it is amazing to 
me. Give me an explanation of why you 
think you should preference people who 
illegally come in this country before 
our Nation’s veterans and hard-work-
ing taxpayers. Why do you do that? 
Why do you think that that is OK? 

I will tell you what right now: Ten-
nesseans don’t think that is OK. They 
don’t think having a million people on 
the VA backlog for services is OK while 
you are spending millions of dollars for 

healthcare for veterans for processing 
claims. They don’t think that sending 
outside referrals for them when vet-
erans can’t get into community care— 
this is not right. 

I can’t imagine an explanation from 
one of my Democratic colleagues that 
would say: I think that is what we 
ought to do. We ought to just say: Ille-
gal immigrants, we are going to take 
care of you first, and everybody else to 
the back of the line. 

But, in essence, that is what your ac-
tions are showing that you support. 
Your actions and inactions are showing 
that you think making illegal legal, 
that that is a really good thing. 

And the other thing I don’t get about 
all of this: Each and every one of you 
know you do not come to that southern 
border on your own; you have paid a 
cartel. People pay the cartels. 

And then, Border Patrol will show 
you the bands and bracelets that are 
put on people. What it shows is the car-
tel and what this person needs to do to 
work out their fee, because not every-
body can pay the $5,000 or $10,000 to the 
cartel to illegally come in this country 
and then have the U.S. taxpayer finish 
the job for them once they get to the 
U.S. border because they get their asy-
lum claim, their notice to appear, their 
phone, their food, their clothes, their 
plane tickets, and their healthcare. 

But they have a band on them, a 
tracking device, and that is what tells 
the cartel and their job. It may be 
going to a gang. It may be going to a 
work crew. It may be selling drugs— 
fentanyl—and pushing that into our 
communities. It may be that these peo-
ple are part of a human trafficking 
ring, they are going to be put into 
human trafficking and sex trafficking. 

So to my Democratic colleagues: Do 
you think this is compassionate? How 
do you say this defines compassion? It 
is beyond me. You all know that this is 
modern-day slavery. And if you haven’t 
seen these bands, I think there are 
some of us that would show you these 
bands that people have to wear, will 
show you the Department of Homeland 
Security stats that shows that just a 
few years ago, human trafficking was a 
$500-million-a-year business. Today, 
DHS tells us it is a $150-billion-a-year 
profit center. That is right: $150 billion 
a year. 

Let me tell you something. These 
women and children that are being sex 
trafficked, they are being mentally, 
physically, emotionally, sexually, and 
drug abused as they make these jour-
neys. You all know that. But why 
would you say an open border is a com-
passionate policy? It is not. 

This is a humanitarian crisis. This is 
a crisis where people are having their 
lives ruined. They are sold a bill of 
goods by a cartel who is incentivized 
because the cartel says: Biden said 
come on, border is open. The policy is 
an open border. 

You know, it is imperative that we 
stand with the rule of law. I have got a 
couple of pieces of legislation that I 

filed hoping that they will help. One is 
the CONTAINER Act that would allow 
States to protect their portion of that 
southern border, give them the ability. 
They have got that right. If the Fed-
eral Government falls down on their 
job, they have got the right to protect 
their citizens, and they want to do 
that. 

The other is No VA Resources for Il-
legal Aliens Act. This is something 
that I have done along with Senator 
TUBERVILLE to stop the administra-
tion’s Department of Veterans Affairs 
from providing taxpayer-funded 
healthcare to illegal aliens or engaging 
in claims processing for anyone unlaw-
fully present in the United States. 

It is time that we secure this south-
ern border and that we end this illegal 
entry into this country. 

I yield the floor. 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO assumed the 

Chair.) 
(Mr. OSSOFF assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-

SAN). The majority leader. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

know of no further debate on the mo-
tion to proceed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

AMENDING THE PERMANENT 
ELECTRONIC DUCK STAMP ACT 
OF 2013 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2872) to amend the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow 
the Secretary of the Interior to issue elec-
tronic stamps under such Act, and for other 
purposes. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the only amendments in 
order to H.R. 2872 be the following: 
Paul No. 1384, Marshall Motion to Com-
mit, Braun No. 1382, Murray No. 1381; 
and that at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow, Thurs-
day, January 18, the Senate vote on 
adoption of the amendments in the 
order listed, with each subject to 60 af-
firmative votes required for adoption, 
with the exception of the Marshall Mo-
tion to Commit and Murray No. 1381; 
that there be 2 minutes for debate 
equally divided prior to each vote; fur-
ther, that on disposition of the Braun 
amendment, the Murray substitute 
amendment No. 1381, as amended, if 
amended, be agreed to, the bill be con-
sidered read a third time, and the Sen-
ate vote on passage of the bill, as 
amended, if amended, with 60 affirma-
tive votes required for passage, all 
without further intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1381 
(Purpose: In the nature of a sub-

stitute.) 
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