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so much more than just a ‘‘weather-
man.’’ Tom was a storm chaser—hav-
ing famously chased and been chased 
by a tornado. He was an awestruck 
weather observer—being overcome by 
emotion while watching a total solar 
eclipse in Carbondale in August 2017. 
He was a comedian—bringing viewers 
belly laughs with his viral ‘‘Tom 
Freakin’ Skilling’’ skit. And perhaps 
most importantly, he was an educa-
tor—explaining to viewers the ‘‘why’’ 
behind the weather. 

In fact, Tom’s focus on the science of 
climate change and weather patterns 
only grew as his career did. In addition 
to broadcasting his weather forecasts 
on WGN News, Tom also hosted nearly 
40 years of severe weather seminars at 
Fermilab and penned a Chicago Trib-
une column answering weather-related 
questions. In both, Tom used his plat-
form to educate his audience in a down 
to earth and understandable manner. 

Tom’s legendary career has earned 
him a reputation for setting the gold 
standard in television weather, gar-
nered him a cult-like following, and af-
forded him a permanent place in 
Chicagoans’ living rooms. 
Unsurprisingly, he has been showered 
with countless accolades for his work, 
winning multiple Emmy Awards from 
the Chicago/Midwest chapter of the Na-
tional Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences and receiving several hon-
orary degrees. He deserves each and 
every one. 

I had the privilege of sharing the 
stage with Tom in the summer of 2019 
at a forum to discuss climate change 
with U.S. Representatives BILL FOSTER 
and SEAN CASTEN. I can tell you, not a 
single Member of Congress on that 
stage was under the illusion that they 
were the main attraction. People were 
there for Tom. 

Tom, congratulations on a truly re-
markable career. From choosing how 
many layers to wear in the morning to 
knowing when the break in the snow is 
coming so we can shovel our parking 
spots, I don’t quite know how we will 
weather the storm of life without your 
valuable insights. You are nothing 
short of a Chicago institution. And it is 
only fitting that you will live on in the 
weather world, in the form of a Chicago 
snowplow named ‘‘Skilling It’’ in your 
honor. Short of having you on air to 
warn us of snow, having a Tom Skilling 
snowplow keeping the streets safe is a 
close second. 

But, luckily, even in your absence, 
we will not have to predict the weather 
for ourselves. Congratulations to your 
successor, Demetrius Ivory, on being 
named as WGN’s new chief meteorolo-
gist. Though Demetrius certainly has 
large shoes to fill, there are no better 
footsteps to follow in than yours. I 
wish him luck in his new role. 

Tom, thank you for all the warmth 
you brought into our homes during 
even the coldest of Chicago winters. 
Wishing you sunny days during this 
next, well-deserved chapter of your 
life. 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
24–22, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Germany for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $281 million. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24–22 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Germany. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $0. 
Other $281 million. 
Total $281 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
None. 
Non-MDE: Included are AN/PRC–117 radios; 

AN/PRC–160 radios; spare and repair parts; 
support equipment; tools and test equip-
ment; diagnostic equipment; technical data 
and publications; personnel training and 
training equipment; U.S. Government and 
contractor technical assistance; technical 
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (GY–B– 
XBU, GY–B–XBV, GY–B–XBW, GY–B–XBX). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
February 27, 2024. 

* As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Germany—High-Frequency, Very-High Fre-

quency, and Ultra-High Frequency Radios 
The Government of Germany has requested 

to buy AN/PRC–117 radios; AN/PRC–160 ra-
dios; spare and repair parts; support equip-
ment; tools and test equipment; diagnostic 
equipment; technical data and publications; 
personnel training and training equipment; 
U.S. Government and contractor technical 
assistance; technical and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. The estimated 
total cost is $281 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security of the United 
States by improving the security of a NATO 
Ally that is an important force for political 
and economic stability in Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve interoper-
ability between Germany and other NATO 
military forces and will increase secure com-
munications effectiveness to help combat 
current and future threats. Germany will 
have no difficulty absorbing this equipment 
into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be L3Harris 
Global Communications, Inc., Rochester, 
NY. There are no known offset agreements in 
connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of U.S. Govern-
ment or contractor representatives to Ger-
many. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24–22 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(l) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The AN/PRC–117 and AN/PRC–160 radios 

and their accessories are used to transmit 
and receive voice and data information using 
Type–1 encryption. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the hardware 
and software elements, the information 
could be used to develop countermeasures or 
equivalent systems which might reduce sys-
tem effectiveness or be used in the develop-
ment of a system with similar or advanced 
capabilities. 

4. A determination has been made that 
Germany can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to Germany. 

SFRC MEETING MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Cardin. 
From: Charlotte Oldham-Moore, Molly Bar-

low, Stephanie Oviedo. 
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024. 
Re: Meeting with ICRC President Mirjana 

Spoljaric Egger. 
Meeting Purpose: On Thursday, February 

29 at 11:30AM in SH–509, YOU will have a 
meeting with Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, Presi-
dent of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), Charlotte will staff. Ms. 
Spoljaric would like to discuss the ICRC’s 
operations in Israel/Gaza, Ukraine, and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:05 Feb 29, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G28FE6.036 S28FEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1041 February 28, 2024 
Sudan as well as the prospects for passage of 
U.S. supplemental funding. 

BLC OBJECTIVES 
Express your commitment to upholding 

international humanitarian law and address-
ing global humanitarian crises, including by 
passing the supplemental funding. 

[Israel/Gaza point to be provided by Team 
MENA] 

BLC MESSAGE & SUGGESTED QUESTIONS 
Israel and Gaza: 
[questions and talking points to follow 

from Team MENA] 
Kidnapped Ukrainian Children: I know 

that the ICRC has a unique perspective as 
one of the few interlocutors that talks to 
both sides and with the ability to operate in 
occupied territories in Ukraine as well as 
within the Russian Federation. 

How do you engage with the Russian gov-
ernment on questions of kidnapped children? 
Have you found more success engaging with 
certain Russian agencies than others? 

How does the ICC arrest warrant for Putin 
and his Commissioner for Children’s Rights 
influence the Russian response to engage-
ment on kidnapped children? Is there addi-
tional leverage that the international com-
munity could bring to bear to help you suc-
ceed in your mission of reuniting families? 

War Crimes and Atrocities in Ukraine: 
Can you discuss the nature of war crimes 

and atrocities being committed in occupied 
territories now? Is there additional engage-
ment or resources from the international 
community necessary to help support vic-
tims and prevent future such atrocities and 
war crimes? 

Sudan: There has been bipartisan and bi-
cameral support for increasing U.S. leader-
ship to resolve the horrific crisis in Sudan. I 
was pleased to see the Administration name 
a Special Envoy for Sudan, which I expect to 
put us in a much better position to exert dip-
lomatic pressure to bring about a ceasefire. 
In addition to increasing our diplomatic ef-
forts, we need greater resources to address 
the humanitarian catastrophe. 

Where can the U.S. do more to support the 
work of the ICRC and other humanitarian 
organizations in Sudan? 

What is your impression of the effective-
ness of U.S. mediation efforts? 

Armenia: USAID has committed more than 
$4 million in additional humanitarian assist-
ance to people displaced by Azerbaijan’s 
military operation in Nagorno Karabkah. 
But with over 74,000 refugees, I know that 
the needs are great. 

Has the international response been suffi-
cient to support the vulnerable population 
from Karabakh forced to leave their entire 
lives behind? 

Humanitarian Funding: As you know, the 
Senate’s bill for supplemental funding, 
which includes more than $9 billion for hu-
manitarian assistance, is still under consid-
eration in the House. This funding is critical 
to addressing the massive shortfall between 
available assistance and growing needs. 

Given the growing humanitarian needs, 
how can Congress more effectively assist the 
ICRC and push other countries—including 
partners that have traditionally not pro-
vided substantial foreign assistance—to step 
up to the plate? 

BACKGROUND 
Gaza: In response to the, October 7 attacks, 

the ICRC scaled up its humanitarian re-
sponse in Israel and Gaza. As part of this ef-
fort, the ICRC has actively advocated for the 
release of all hostages immediately and un-
conditionally. Concurrently, the ICRC has 
asked to visit the hostages, to check on their 
conditions, to deliver medical care, and to 
facilitate communication with their fami-

lies. When political agreements allowed hos-
tages to be released, the ICRC played the 
role of neutral intermediary to facilitate the 
release, transfer, and return of 109 hostages 
from Gaza to their families. ICRC also facili-
tated the release, transfer and return of 154 
Palestinian detainees from Israeli places of 
detention to their families. The ICRC works 
closely with its partners in the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and 
continues to work closely with local service- 
providers, communities and other partners 
on the ground. 

Ukraine: With over 800 staff working in 
eight locations, Ukraine is the ICRC’s larg-
est operation in 2024. Working alongside 
partners from the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement, the ICRC has 
provided humanitarian assistance to over 
11.6 million people since February 2022. ICRC 
staff have visited almost 2,400 prisoners of 
war on both sides, sharing news and updates 
directly with thousands of families. The 
ICRC continues to push for access to all pris-
oners of war through bilateral dialogue and 
to advocate for the reunification of kid-
napped Ukrainian children with their fami-
lies. 

Sudan: The ICRC’s work in Sudan, in co-
operation with the Sudanese Red Crescent 
Society (SRCS), includes promoting respect 
for International Humanitarian Law (IHL), 
supporting hospitals and health facilities 
with equipment and supplies, working with 
local water authorities on improving peo-
ple’s access to clean water and supporting 
the authorities in providing rehabilitation 
services for people with disabilities. The 
ICRC is helping families separated by con-
flict or displacement to keep in touch with 
their loved ones, and has facilitated the re-
lease of detainees upon request of the par-
ties. Since the beginning of the conflict be-
tween the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in April 2023, 
the ICRC has acted as a neutral inter-
mediary between parties to the conflict and 
conducted various activities to protect and 
assist those affected by the consequences of 
the crisis. 

ICRC Funding: The ICRC is appealing for 
$2.34 billion in 2024, a 13% cut from the pre-
vious year’s appeal. One quarter of the 
ICRC’s total funding comes from the United 
States. The Senate-passed supplemental in-
cluded $3.5 billion in the Migration and Ref-
ugee Assistance (MRA) account, which in-
cludes funding for the ICRC. 

Biography: Ms. Mirjana Spoljaric Egger 
has been ICRC President since October 2022. 
From 2018 to 2022, she served as the United 
Nations Assistant Secretary-General, Assist-
ant Administrator of the UN Development 
Program (UNDP), and Director of the Re-
gional Bureau for Europe and the CIS. Prior 
to joining the UN, Ms. Spoljaric had many 
years of distinguished service with the Swiss 
Diplomatic Corps, where she served as Am-
bassador and Head of the United Nations and 
International Organizations Division, and as 
Counsellor and Head of the Political Team at 
the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the 
UN. From 2010–2012, Ms. Spoljaric was sec-
onded to the Office of the Commissioner- 
General of the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) as Senior Advisor covering organi-
zational development, management reforms, 
and external relations. Ms. Spoljaric studied 
Philosophy, Economics and International 
Law at the Universities of Basel and Geneva 
and holds a master’s degree. 

f 

REMEMBERING PATSY MINK 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, next 
month, the U.S. Mint will launch a 

quarter featuring the late-Congress-
woman Patsy Takemoto Mink as part 
of its American Women Quarters Pro-
gram, which celebrates women who 
have made significant contributions to 
our country. 

Congresswoman Mink, who rep-
resented Hawaii from 1965 to 1977 and 
1990 to 2002, was a tireless advocate for 
gender and racial equality, and I am 
proud to have sent the letter recom-
mending her inclusion in this program. 
Mrs. Mink’s quarter will soon be in cir-
culation alongside Edith Kanakaole’s, 
another noteworthy woman from Ha-
waii who was honored by the American 
Women Quarters Program last year. 

Mrs. Mink can be defined by her in-
credible resiliency and drive in the face 
of injustice. Born on December 6, 1927, 
in Paia, Maui, she attended Maui High 
School and received a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa. After being denied admission to 
medical school because of her gender, 
Mrs. Mink chose to pursue a law degree 
and devoted her life to fighting for 
civil rights. 

Over the following decades, her life 
was marked by an impressive series of 
firsts: She was the first Japanese 
American woman to practice law in 
Hawaii; the first woman elected to Ha-
waii’s territorial legislature; and the 
first woman of color and first Asian 
American woman to serve in Congress. 

At each stage in her career, Mrs. 
Mink fought against prejudice and ad-
vocated for greater opportunities for 
women. While in Congress, she coau-
thored the Title IX amendment of the 
Higher Education Act of 1972 (Title IX). 
This landmark law, comprised of only 
37 words, ensured that no person would 
be denied access to any federally fund-
ed education program on the basis of 
sex. Title IX, coupled with Mrs. Mink’s 
Women’s Educational Equity Act of 
1974, gave women and girls unprece-
dented access to educational and ath-
letic opportunities. 

Mrs. Mink also advocated for early 
childhood education, pushed for greater 
government transparency, and cocre-
ated the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus—CAPAC—to promote 
the well-being of the Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander 
community. 

After Mrs. Mink’s passing on Sep-
tember 28, 2002, Mrs. Mink was in-
ducted into the National Women’s Hall 
of Fame and awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, our Nation’s highest 
civilian award. Today, Mrs. Mink’s leg-
acy continues on through the Patsy 
Takemoto Mink Foundation, led by 
Mrs. Mink’s daughter Dr. Gwendolyn 
Mink, which supports educational ac-
cess for low-income women and chil-
dren. In 2022, 50 years after the passage 
of Title IX, we also honored Mrs. 
Mink’s work by hanging her portrait in 
the U.S. Capitol, where it is now dis-
played directly across from the por-
trait of Shirley Chisholm, another 
trailblazer in her own right. 

Congress has also renamed the Title 
IX amendment of the Higher Education 
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CORRECTION
Text Box
CORRECTION

February 28, 2024, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S1041
On page S1041, February 28, 2024, in the third column, the following appears: 
At each stage of her career, Mrs. Mink fought against prejudice and advocated for greater opportunities for woman. 

The online Record has been corrected to read: 
At each stage of her career, Mrs. Mink fought against prejudice and advocated for greater opportunities for women. 
     
On page S1041, February 28, 2024, in third column, the following appears: 
After Mrs. Mink's passing on August 30, 2002, Mrs. Mink was inducted into the National Women's Hall of Fame and awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, our Nation's highest civilian award. 

The online Record has been corrected to read: 
After Mrs. Mink's passing on September 28, 2002, Mrs. Mink was inducted into the National Women's Hall of Fame and awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, our Nation's highest civilian award.
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