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have access to the services they need
to have a baby, including IVF.

Since then, Republicans have blocked
this bill to protect IVF. Now, remem-
ber that for all their talk about sup-
porting IVF, when it came down to it
right here in this Chamber, Repub-
licans blocked IVF protection.

Republican opposition to IVF is ter-
rifying. It makes me furious. But it
should not surprise anyone. Donald
Trump set the stage for the attacks on
reproductive rights when he stacked
the Supreme Court with ultraconserva-
tive Justices and overturned Roe v.
Wade. Since then, Republicans have
banned or severely restricted abortion
in 24 States. They are trying to ban
medication abortion nationwide. Now
in Alabama, these extremists have vir-
tually outlawed IVF, fertility care that
gives people a chance to start a family.

This has always been about conserv-
ative politicians controlling women’s
bodies. This has been Donald Trump
and the Republicans’ plan all along.
And the opposition to Senator
DUCKWORTH’s proposal today shows
that Republicans are doubling down
against reproductive freedom. They are
coming for medication abortion, they
are coming for birth control, and they
are even coming for prenatal care.
Make no mistake—we will fight them
every step of the way.

I want to talk for just a minute
about the people who are affected by
these extremist policies: families in
Alabama who have been wanting and
praying that IVF can help them have a
baby; women who have injected them-
selves with medication for weeks or
months or even years; people who have
spent their entire life savings trying to
start a family, only now to see their
hopes go down the drain; LGBTQ fami-
lies who have spent years taking on
every obstacle just for the chance to
have a baby of their own, and for some,
this was the last chance.

Now Republicans like Donald Trump
and those in this Chamber might try to
backtrack, might try to say that they
are working to protect IVF, but it is
all talk. Senate Republicans’ actions
today speak louder than any empty
promises they make. Americans can
tell when Republican politicians try to
talk out of both sides of their mouths.

The American people want reproduc-
tive freedom. The American people
support parents and those desperately
trying to become parents.

So here is what comes next. Demo-
crats have made clear that we stand
with President Biden, with Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS, and with the millions of
families affected by these heartless
policies. We stand to protect reproduc-
tive rights for people all across this
country. Together, we will fight for
every person to have access to a safe
abortion. We will fight for every family
to have access to the services needed to
have a baby. And we won’t stop fight-
ing until we secure the Congress that
we need to protect reproductive free-
dom for everyone in this country.
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I am proud to be a cosponsor of Sen-
ator DUCKWORTH’s bill, and together we
are going to get this done.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I
want to say to my colleague from Illi-
nois that I am so proud to be a sup-
porter of your legislation that is going
to provide the necessary protections
for women in America to become moth-
ers.

I think I mentioned this to my col-
league at lunch a couple of days ago.
Thirty years ago, Madame President, I
wrote the Fertility Clinic Success Rate
and Certification Act into law, and I
would just say to my colleague, back
then, we never thought—never
thought—we would have to be standing
today on the floor of the United States
Senate debating this, as we are today.
But we are here because a few days
ago, Alabama’s far-right Supreme
Court handed down a first-of-its-kind
ruling effectively making IVF impos-
sible in Alabama.

We are seeing heartbreaking head-
lines about couples in that State being
forced to rethink their plans to start a
family through the IVF process that
was just in effect 30 years ago. Some of
these families have already spent tens
of thousands of dollars and have under-
gone extensive medical treatment. Ala-
bama’s largest hospital system, the
University of Alabama, has already
paused its IVF services out of fear of
prosecution.

The decision to conceive a child
through IVF is rarely ever a parent’s
first choice. It is physically and emo-
tionally painful, taxing and tedious,
and it is expensive. But for countless
couples dreaming of just one thing—
just one thing—the chance to start a
family, the legislation that my col-
leagues have been working on is abso-
lutely essential.

The IVF journey, as we started talk-
ing about years ago, for so many par-
ents is grueling, filled with countless
doctor’s appointments, agonizing waits
for test results, and too often—too
often—disappointment. The process is
very delicate. Embryos can expire at
any time during the process entirely by
accident.

Under Alabama’s new ruling, a doc-
tor or a woman undergoing treatment
could be charged with wrongful death if
an embryo expires during the IVF
transfer or implementation process.
That means women who are already
undergoing this incredibly painful
process could also be handed a wrong-
ful death lawsuit on top of everything
else. That, in my view, Madame Presi-
dent and colleagues, is nothing short of
criminalizing people who try to become
parents.

Unfortunately, while this ruling is a
shocking one, it is not all that sur-
prising if you have been paying atten-
tion to the ongoing war that the far
right is waging on women and families
in America. For years, Republicans
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laughed off the concerns about the vul-
nerability of abortion protections
under Roe. Then they gutted it at the
first opportunity.

Since the Dobbs decision, these same
Republicans have tried again to con-
vince the American people that there is
no threat of a national abortion law
and no threat to any other facet of re-
productive freedom, like contracep-
tion—in short, no domino effect. In-
stead, the repeal of Roe has laid the
groundwork for an onslaught of court
rulings just like this one in Alabama,
which explicitly references the Dobbs
case. The gaslighting would be laugh-
able if it weren’t so terrifying. We have
all become familiar with the adage:
When someone shows you who they are,
believe them the first time.

At every opportunity, Republicans
have moved mountains in order to re-
strict the constitutional rights and
freedoms of women, making it impos-
sible for them to live their lives free
from government intrusion. It is pretty
clear to me they are not going to rest
until there is a politician in every bed-
room and exam room in America.

In the wake of last week’s ruling, I
saw a lot of my Republican colleagues
attempt to distance themselves from
the decision, claiming that they un-
equivocally support IVF, but that is
what they put in motion when they
overturned Roe v. Wade. In fact, a year
ago, Senate Democrats tried to pass
Senator DUCKWORTH’s bill. Senate Re-
publicans blocked it. So now it is clear.
If colleagues really do support IVF, as
s0 many were spending the whole
weekend claiming, then they are in
luck. They are in luck because Senator
DUCKWORTH is going to give them an
opportunity to prove it by going on the
record this evening and supporting this
legislation.

As I say to my friend from Illinois, I
was thinking of you when coming over
here today because back 30 years ago,
nobody ever thought we would have to
be out here just trying to get started in
making sure families had information.
But what you are doing is so incredibly
important, Senator DUCKWORTH, be-
cause with your legislation, in Amer-
ica, we will have the necessary protec-
tions for women to become mothers
using IVF.

I urge my colleagues to strongly sup-
port the Duckworth legislation.

NOMINATION OF MELISSA DAMIAN

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
today, the Senate will vote to confirm
U.S. Magistrate Judge Melissa Damian
to the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Florida.

Judge Damian’s deep ties to the
Southern District of Florida and her
experience in the courtroom, as a liti-
gator and on the bench, have prepared
her to serve as a U.S. District Judge.

A graduate of Princeton University
and the University of Miami School of
Law, Judge Damian clerked for the
Hon. Ursula Ungaro on the Southern
District before working in private prac-
tice. From 1999 to 2010, Judge Damian
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was an assistant U.S. attorney in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern
District, serving in the criminal divi-
sion, civil division, and appellate divi-
sion. In 2010, Judge Damian returned to
private practice, representing plaintiffs
in asbestos and tobacco product liabil-
ity cases and later focusing on liti-
gating complex business and commer-
cial matters in State and Federal
court, at both the trial and appellate
levels. Over the course of her legal ca-
reer, Judge Damian tried more than 30
cases to verdict. Since 2022, Judge
Damian has served as a U.S. mag-
istrate judge on the Southern District.
She has presided over two trials that
went to verdict or final judgment and
has issued approximately 170 written
opinions and substantive orders.

Judge Damian has the strong support
from her home State Senators, Mr.
RUBIO and Mr. ScOTT. In addition, she
was unanimously rated ‘well quali-
fied”’” by the American Bar Association.

I urge my colleagues to support
Judge Damian’s nomination.

VOTE ON DAMIAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Damian nomination?

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA), and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) are necessarily
absent.

The result was announced—yeas 77,
nays 20, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 58 Ex.]

YEAS—T7

Baldwin Gillibrand Peters
Barrasso Graham Reed
Bennet Grassley Ricketts
Blumenthal Hassan Romney
Booker Heinrich Rosen
Boozman Hickenlooper Rounds
Brown Hirono Rubio
Budd Hyde-Smith Sanders
Cantwell Kolly Schats

antwe. elly .
Capito Kennedy Sch&m ;IL
Cardin King cott (FL)

Shaheen
Carper Lee Stabenow
Casey Lujan Tester
Cassidy Lummis e
Collins Manchin Tillis
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cornyn McConnell Vance
Cortez Masto Menendez Warner
Cotton Merkley Warnock
Cramer Moran Warren
Cruz Murkowski Welch
Duckworth Murphy Whitehouse
Durbin Murray Wicker
Ernst Ossoff Wyden
Fetterman Padilla Young
NAYS—20

Blackburn Fischer Lankford
Braun Hagerty Marshall
Britt Hawley Mullin
Crapo Hoeven Paul
Daines Johnson
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Risch Scott (SC) Thune

Schmitt Sullivan Tuberville
NOT VOTING—3

Klobuchar Sinema Smith

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OSSOFF). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s actions.

———————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 514, Mar-
jorie A. Rollinson, of Virginia, to be Chief
Counsel for the Internal Revenue Service and
an Assistant General Counsel in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury.

Charles E. Schumer, Ron Wyden, Alex
Padilla, John W. Hickenlooper, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Tim Kaine, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Christopher Murphy,
Jack Reed, Margaret Wood Hassan,
Thomas R. Carper, Michael F. Bennet,
Maria Cantwell, Richard Blumenthal,
Peter Welch, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Marjorie A. Rollinson, of Virginia,
to be Chief Counsel for the Internal
Revenue Service and an Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel in the Department of the
Treasury, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) are
necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) and the
Senator from Alabama (Mr.
TUBERVILLE).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”’

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 59 Ex.]

YEAS—b52
Baldwin Cantwell Coons
Bennet Cardin Cortez Masto
Blumenthal Carper Duckworth
Booker Casey Durbin
Brown Cassidy Fetterman
Butler Collins Gillibrand
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Hassan Murray Stabenow
Heinrich Ossoff Tester
Hickenlooper Padilla Tillis
Hirono Peters Van Hollen
Kaine Reed Warner
Kelly Romney Warnock
King Rosen Warren
Lujan Rounds Welch
Markey Schatz Whitehouse
Menendez Schumer Wyden
Merkley Shaheen
Murphy Sinema
NAYS—42

Barrasso Fischer Mullin
Blackburn Graham Murkowski
Boozman Grassley Paul
Braun Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cornyn Johnson Scott (FL)
Cotton Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Vance
Daines McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moran Young

NOT VOTING—6
Klobuchar Marshall Smith
Manchin Sanders Tuberville

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). The yeas are 52, the nays are 42.
The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Marjorie A. Rollinson, of Vir-
ginia, to be Chief Counsel for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service and an Assistant
General Counsel in the Department of
the Treasury.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

TRIBUTE TO MARTINA MCLENNAN

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President,
Ann Bancroft, the first woman to reach
both the North and South Poles, said:

It looks like I do these journeys alone, but
it takes great support from people in the
wings pushing you along these journeys and
helping you.

The same can be said of us here in
the U.S. Senate. It might look like
Senators here in this Chamber lead and
legislate alone; but, in fact, we are
only able to do our work with support
of the people in the wings—our dedi-
cated and our tireless staff.

Tonight, I am here to bid farewell to
one of the Senate’s most dedicated
staffers and one of the longest serving
members of Team Merkley, my com-

The

munications director Martina
McLennan.
Martina, like Ann Bancroft, is a

daughter of Minnesota. Martina, like
Ann Bancroft, then connected with Or-
egon—Ann by attending the University
of Oregon, and Martina, by serving the
people of Oregon for the last 13 years.

She joined our communications team
in 2011. Back then, President Obama
and I were still in our first terms. So-
cial media was still pretty new. Our
world and our media landscape have, in
fact, changed a lot since then.

Along the way, Martina has done
every possible role in communications:
writing speeches, drafting press re-
leases, creating social media content,
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